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The De
vlin Family: An Inv
aluable History of Artistry
Devlin
Invaluable
by art. It was a wonderful little oasis up
there (at home).”
Raised during the 1950s – the pre-television era when parents and their children
had to use their imaginations for amusement – Mrs. Devlin-Gates stated, “We created our own sense of entertainment.”
Reflecting upon her mother’s talent for
relating to people through humor and art,
she added that her father was “a fabulous
storyteller.”
According to Mrs. Devlin-Gates, the
Devlin children would gather around their
father in the living room and sit awestruck
by the tales that flowed from his imagina-

Continued from Page 13
laboration as “easy and pleasant” with a
mutual respect, the husband-and-wife team
added, “We do feel fortunate that we’re both
involved in the same things.”
In 1963, a wonderful children’s classic
flowed from the talented hands of Wende
and Harry Devlin – “Old Black Witch.” Two
sequels followed, over one and a half million copies were purchased, and a movie
which was based on the book, Winter of the
Witch, was released.
“I tried to write a story that I would enjoy,” explained Mrs. Devlin, who added that
she included a personality, color, and all of
the elements which would make the story
unforgettable.
The series of “Old Black Witch” books
have included such notable entries as “Old
Witch and the Polkadot Ribbon” and “Old
Witch Rescues Halloween,” which received
the Chicago Book Fair Award for excellence in 1974.
The illustrations and stories which the
Devlins have vibrantly featured in their books,
such as the “Cranberry” series of holiday
stories, have been a testament to a child’s
enjoyment of the familiar and the exciting.
Pointing to their prolific careers and published works, as well as those of other authors and illustrators, the Devlins observed
the importance of literacy and cherishing
books as keepsakes.
“Both of us have been omnivorous readers. Books were everything. Children’s
books are by far the most important.”
The proud parents of seven children,
Wende Devlin-Gates, Harry Devlin, Brion
Devlin, Jeff Devlin, Alexandra Eldridge,

Cape May Second Empire, 1988, by Harry Devlin

Nicholas Devlin and David Devlin, the
couple said their love for artistry has run
through the veins of the Devlin family so
extensively that it has inspired and motivated the Devlin’s grandchildren.
Her grandchildren “paint all of the time,”
Mrs. Devlin stated enthusiastically. “Every
one of them.”
Son Nicholas enjoys creating murals,
while daughter Alexandra, who resides in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, is also a painter.
Mrs. Devlin-Gates, a real estate Sales Associate with Burgdorff ERA of Westfield,
has written six books on various topics. She
was also the entertainment editor of Glamour magazine and the Prix de Paris editor at
Vogue magazine.
The daughter of Harry and Wende Devlin
shared some of her reflections about growing up in an artistic environment, “It was a
wonderful way to grow up, to be surrounded
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The Knobby Boys to the Rescue
To Grandfathers House We Go:
A Roadside Tour of American Homes
The Walloping Window Blind,
An Old Nautical Tale
Aunt Agatha, Theres a Lion
Under the Couch
What Kind of A House is That?
How Fletcher Was Hatched!
Whats Under My Bed?
A Kiss for a Wart Hog
Old Witch and the Polka Dot Ribbon

Illustration from Old Black Witch by Harry Devlin, 1963.

tion. Mr. Devlin would then intrigue and
spark the minds of his children by leaving
them in suspense.
“He’s an amazing man,” she concluded.
David Devlin also caught the creative bug
from his parents, as he is employed as an art
director with John Howlett & Company,
Inc. of Westfield.
The youngest of the Devlin’s seven children, he recalled, “All of the Devlins in one
way or another were always involved in art.”
David reminisced about one value encouraged by his parents that was instrumental in his life: “You’ve got to be creative
or it’s just not worthwhile.”
To preserve his parents’ paintings, David
works with his father by creating limited
edition prints of the artwork.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Devlin are members of
the Literary Hall of Fame and have received the George Arents Medal for Excellence in Art and Literature, a distinguished
alumni award, from Syracuse University.
Separate sparks of interest in art, which
began as youngsters, later culminating into
a partnership in love and in art – the world
has certainly become a more creative place
because the Devlins have been an indelible
part of it.

Cranberry Thanksgiving
Old Witch Rescues Halloween
Hang on Hester!
Tales of Thunder and Lightning
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United Fund of Westfield
Displays True Community Spirit

De
vlin Publications
Devlin
Old Black Witch
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When it comes to true community work, the United Fund of Westfield exhibits
more than a special interest. That was demonstrated most notably this year, as the
United Fund created a comprehensive resource booklet and completed an extensive survey detailing the needs of the town’s senior citizens.
Putting together WORD (Westfield Organizational Resource Directory)
represented an extraordinary, time-consuming effort utilizing the volunteer efforts of a large cadre of local citizens. The directory, distributed
to all Westfield residents, lists every available resource needed for
townspeople of all ages.
Included are names, descriptions and contact numbers for such
services as child care centers, churches, social and recreational
organizations, and educational entities.
In acknowledging that “nothing of this magnitude has been
attempted” previously by the United Fund, Executive Director
Linda Maggio secured a committee headed by Westfielder Austin
Sayre which included business owners, educators, town officials
and others.
After a year in the compilation process, WORD was reviewed for
content and format by a team of town residents known for their
writing and editing skills.
The project operated under the United Fund’s Westfield Community Council, headed by board member Joanne Santoriello.
Help also came in the form of printing/distribution funding from the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Foundation.
Reaction to WORD has been overwhelming. Few towns in the nation provide such
an extensive compilation of resources, and that fact has been recognized by realtors,
educators, seniors’ groups, and new residents.
“Because of the efforts — often frustrating — of the United Fund volunteers, we
have a product that no doubt will be mirrored by other communities,” said Alan
Gutterman, United Fund President.
Securing and reporting information have become a hallmark of the United Fund
work of late. For example, the Community Council’s Senior Citizens Task Force
compiled responses from 400 seniors to a series of questions regarding their needs.

As a result, transportation was named as the top need of senior citizens. The survey
indicated that seniors are willing to pay for transportation and other services if they
became available. Seniors also cited the need for handyman services.
In addition, seniors reported that they have a need to secure more information
about town services and resources.
“The publication of WORD should prove to be a valuable aid in that
respect,” said Mrs. Maggio.
Copies of WORD may be obtained at theUnited Fund at 301 North
Avenue, West in Westfield or office of The Westfield Leader at 50 Elm
Street, Westfield.
The survey provided demographic data and information about
the respondents’ living situation. In effect, it showed that a community-wide effort is needed to address the needs of the senior
citizens, United Fund officials believe.
The Task Force announced that it will undertake a survey of
other municipalities concerning transportation programs and
other information. And the United Fund vowed to continue
addressing the needs of seniors and others in Westfield, and to
work with other organizations to that end.
Projects like WORD and the seniors’ survey constitute just part of
the work undertaken by the United Fund. The main annual project
is the United Fund campaign, which this year met its $615,000 goal, with monies to be
directed to the 21 agencies funded by the organization.
The 1999 campaign will add one more agency to the United Fund family: Women
for Women of Union County, located at 511 North Avenue in Garwood.
Its mission is to offer low cost, individual counseling and to provide support for
women who are going through transitional and/or developmental crisis in their
lives. In addition, support groups, monthly workshops and a referral service are
available.
From its headquarters at the town’s northside train station, the United Fund of
Westfield continues to rally a volunteer force, made up of several hundred townspeople, who work diligently in pursuit of making the town a better place to live.
Continued on Page 25

Cranberry Christmas
Cranberry Mystery
Cranberry Halloween
Cranberry Valentine
Cranberry Birthday

ROGER LOVE, Broker/Owner

1997-1998 The Presidents Award
1993-1998 Quality Service Award
1997-1998- Centurian Award

436 South Ave, Westfield

Century 21 Taylor & Love
was honored for Top Performance
and Quality Service ONCE AGAIN!
WE MUST BE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT!

(908) 654-6666  (800) 222-0507
http://arsdata.com/c21tl
c21tl@aol.com

Cranberry Easter
Portraits of American Architecture:
Monuments to a Romantic Mood
1830-1900
Harry and Wende Devlin may be
reached at (908) 233-1280.
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