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Arts & Entertainment

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

“Woman with Mango” by
Paul Gaugin

Paul Gaugin
(1848-1903)

WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN-CORT

Take the Stage

Music Box
A Review of Local Concerts

David Palladino�s

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

P a r i s i a n - b o r n
postimpressionist painter
(Eugène Henri) Paul Gauguin
helped create a strong founda-
tion for the era of modern art
by introducing flat, two-dimen-
sional forms and subject mat-
ter rarely broached before.

Gauguin didn’t get his feet
wet in painting until he met
artist Camille Pissarro at the
age of 26. Before that, he was a
French merchant marine and a
stockbroker in Paris. His meet-
ing with Pissarro sparked an
amateur painting career which
inspired him to exhibit with
impressionists.

Mrs. Gauguin and her chil-
dren had to return to her
family’s home because Paul
gave up the comfortable life for
a painting career. Gauguin later
decided to abandon the impres-
sionist influence and developed
his own technique which he
coined “synthetism.”

Synthetism included an in-
tense study by Gauguin of me-
dieval stained glass, the art of
native peoples, and Japanese
prints, such as those made fa-
mous by Vincent Van Gogh.
Gauguin spent approximately
two months with Van Gogh,
collaborating and reportedly
bickering quite a bit, in Arles,
France.

“I owe something to Vincent,
and that is, in the consciousness
of having been useful to him,
the confirmation of my own
original ideas about painting.
And also, at difficult moments,
the remembrance that one finds
others unhappier than oneself,”
Gauguin once stated.

At the age of 43, the painter
was destitute and heavily in
debt. However, Gauguin picked
himself up and traveled to the
Tropics where he remained for
the rest of his life. There,
Gauguin’s technique evolved
and his paintings became more
compelling.

To maintain his basic needs,
Gauguin was supplied with a
stipend by an art dealer until his
death at Atuana in Marquesas.

Zeta-Jones, Douglas Romp Only Proves
Hollywood’s Lack of Values, Principles
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Balance of Comedy, Sentiment
Spells Success in CDC�s Mame

 Harry Devlin�s �Miller-Cory�
Finds Home at Westfield Library
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN-CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Although
slightly more traditional and far
more endearing than Jerry

Herman’s earlier monster-hit, Hello
Dolly, Mame is one of the rare
American musical theater gems
with a virtually flawless book and
score.

Mr. Herman teamed with writers
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E.
Lee, (authors of the hit play, Auntie
Mame) to create a musical theater
classic. Mame is a wonderful the-
ater piece that can bring a smile to
the face of even the most hard-
ened theater critic. Who can resist
such musical treasures as “My Best
Girl,” “Bosom Buddies,” and “We
Need a Little Christmas?”

The production of Mame cur-
rently playing at The Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) handles both
the comic and sentimental mate-
rial of this heartwarming musical
play admirably, with a fine leading
cast and an energetic ensemble.
With just a few weak spots, this
production is definitely a crowd-
pleaser.

In the title role of Mame Dennis,
Melissa Loderstedt has the difficult
job of playing a role that can’t help
but bring to mind the performances
of Angela Lansbury, Ginger Rogers,
Elaine Stritch and most recently,
Christine Ebersole at the Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn.

Ms. Loderstedt handles her role
commendably. She has a superb

Broadway-style voice and a lik-
able stage presence. What weak-
ens her portrayal are the grandiose
gestures that she seems to make
after practically every line she
speaks or sings. I’m not talking

Mame ensemble kicks off production at Cranford Dramatic Club

about choreography here but what
seems to be the need to punctuate
every sentence with some sort of
gesticulation.

This is most evident during

Celebrating
Black History Month

Julia Joseph, a fourth
grade student from
Fanwood, recently submitted
this poem, which is based on
a true story, to The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

�Sojourner Truth�
Isabella at first was her

name,
And then Sojourner it be-

came.

She was born to be a slave,
And freedom was what she

would crave.

A last name was what she
was looking for,

And for adventures plus lots
more.

Then she set off for a won-
derful journey,

To be truthful and trust-
worthy.

Telling the truth as she trav-
eled,

Over rough seas and roads
that were graveled.

Then Truth became her last
name,

And since then it stayed the
same.

Sojourner Truth wanted
everyone to see,

That every person should
be free.

As she walked to freedom’s
way,

She hoped her dream
would come true someday.

Sojourner Truth showed us
that everyone should be,

A free person and not in
slavery.

From Sojourner Truth ev-
eryone heard,

That freedom is the most
important word.

WELCOME HOME...A painting of the Miller-Cory House Museum
in Westfield by Mountainside artist Harry A. Devlin has finally
found its home at the Westfield Memorial Library after being
discovered at a warehouse in Manhattan. The piece hangs on a
wall above the Reference Desk on the second floor of the Library.

Beethoven Suffers Short
Shrift By Musical Clown

By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra hosted its
third concert of the season, “The
Many Ways to Say ‘I Love You,’” at
the Union County
Arts Center in
Rahway last Satur-
day.

The weekend
concerts were a
sincere attempt to
combine elements
of love, passion,
laughter and seri-
ousness into one
evening.

However, when
any serious musi-
cal ensemble
climbs out on a
limb to attempt to
combine such varying elements,
the planets had better be in per-
fect alignment. Each element must
be particularly strong in its own
right. In other words, as what
often happens with the organiza-
tions trying to please everyone,
much is promised and attempted,
but little is mastered nor deliv-
ered.

The concert attempted to com-
bine several contrasting elements;
an emotional and fiery Romantic
Spanish piece, “El Amor Brujo,”
the contemplative and serious
“Beethoven Symphony No. 7” and
Bob Berky, Musical Clown/Mime.

Even considering the risk of
such a program, success could
have been achieved. After all, Vic-
tor Borge does a great job of
combining music and humor. The
main problem of Saturday evening,
however, centered around the
Musical Clown.

The clown was appropriately
brought in to perform on Friday
for 1,250 Union County school
children as part of the orchestra’s

Bob Berky

designation as the county’s Or-
chestra in Residence. Who could
argue against this method of af-
fording classical music exposure
to our youth?

The Saturday night program was
to be “tweaked
up for more
adult consump-
tion.”

Mr. Berky,
who communi-
cated through
mime and
kazoo, buzzed
on for way too
long. Perhaps
10 minutes
would have
been a suffi-
cient injection
of hilarity. Ten
minutes came
and went, then

20, 30 and even 40 minutes. But
not until an hour later, did Mr.
Berky concede the stage to what
should have been the highlight of
the evening, the forthcoming
“Beethoven Symphony No. 7.”

The extended stay seemed to be
the main issue amongst many con-
cert-goers. There were, however,
several other issues on another
level. A comedy routine that went
beyond the borders of music into
shtick – which, may have appealed
to some of the audience who were
there to “experience something
different” — but roasted musi-
cians of even a half serious caliber.

The act was incongruously funny
at first, but the events dragged on.
Accomplished concertmaster
Anton Miller and, God forbid,
Maestro David Wroe, were com-
pelled to perform well beyond the
call of duty which included stints
on unicycles, wearing motorcycle
goggles and finally a dancer’s tutu.

Plungers, handkerchiefs and

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Unearthed from a
warehouse in Manhattan, a striking
Westfield treasure depicting the
Miller-Cory House Museum by
Mountainside artist Harry A. Devlin

finally found a place to adorn  — the
Westfield Memorial Library.

According to a press release is-
sued by former Mayor Garland C.
Boothe, the painting which holds a
price tag of five figures, was placed
on the wall over the Library’s Refer-
ence Desk on the second floor. The
painting is on “indefinite loan to the
Town of Westfield and the Library
from its new owner, the Westfield
Historical Society.”

In a telephone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times, Mr.
Devlin revealed that the painting of
the Miller-Cory House Museum was
the largest piece he has completed
in recent years.

“The painting is the perfect sub-
ject with something meaningful to
Westfield,” said Joanne Sullebarger
of Westfield who, in 1985, had com-
missioned Mr. Devlin to paint Miller-
Cory for Chase Bank in Westfield,
formerly Horizon Bank and Chemi-
cal Bank.

William J. Shepherd, a long-time
area resident, turned to Ms.
Sullebarger for the bank’s interior
design, but believed the facility
needed a symbol which would ide-
ally represent Westfield’s historical
flavor.

When Chase closed the bank’s
branch and relocated to East Broad
and Elmer streets, Mr. Boothe re-
vealed that the Miller-Cory master-
piece was evicted when executives
deemed it not worth displaying at
the new location.

According to Mr. Boothe, the paint-
ing was then dismantled from the
wall and placed in a warehouse in
New York City before being discov-
ered over several months by Mr.
Shepherd and Manny Rios, Chase’s
then-branch manager.

“It’s probably the worst thing that
can happen to an artist,” recalled Mr.
Devlin regarding the once-lost trea-
sure.

Once the painting was extracted,
the question of where to display
Miller-Cory became a focal point.
Mr. Devlin asked that the painting be
returned to his legendary studio in
Mountainside for touch-ups.

Call me an old-fashioned girl.
Good, I’m proud. I like to think
that if I met a man,
whether he was 25
years older than me,
or younger than me,
I would wait to marry
him before having his
children. Let alone,
wait until he was di-
vorced before toss-
ing the wedding bou-
quet over my shoul-
der and dodging
showers of rice. This
notion seemed to escape Ac-
tress, momma- and bride-to-be
Catherine Zeta-Jones and not-
yet-divorced actor Michael Dou-
glas.

No, Zeta-Jones, 30, and Dou-
glas, 55, have decided to do
things a little “bass-ackwards”
in Hollywood. The couple, who
makes a mockery out of the
“May-December romance,” an-

nounced last month that they
would marry sometime in the

fall, once his $44
million divorce to

Diandra Douglas is out of the
way. Wonder how Douglas’ son
Cameron, 20, feels about his
step-mom-to-be, who is only
10 years older than he?
Cameron’s step-brother/step-
sister will be due in July.

Douglas and Zeta-Jones be-
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