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FLOCKED…Over the past two months, a group of Westfield 8th-grade students
and their families have been “flocking” the town as a fundraiser for a spring break
trip to Greece. Last Sunday afternoon, one of their flocks was removed from the
front yard of a house on Moss Avenue. Anyone who has any information on the
whereabouts of the missing flock, should contact Tom Pickert at
WestfieldFlocking@gmail.com.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
RAISING KEAN…Union County Republican Committee Chairman Phil Morin, left, introduces State Senator and U.S.
Senate candidate, Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, right, as Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence), third from left, and Bill
McClintock of Scotch Plains look on at Saturday’s GOP  convention at Westfield High School.

DEMS PICK CANDIDATES…County Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo, second from left, has announced that the Democratic organization has selected,
from left to right: U.S. Senator Robert Menendez for Senate, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella for county freeholder (pictured with Sen. Ray Lesniak), Assemblywoman
Linda Stender for Congress, and Freeholders Chester Holmes and Patricia Scanlon for county freeholder.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING FOR FREEHOLDER…Union County Republicans on Saturday
selected, from left to right, businesswoman Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and Patricia Quattrocchia of Garwood
to run for county freeholder.

GOP, Dems Select Candidates
For Senate, Congress, Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – County Republi-
cans and Democrats last week chose
their candidates for U.S. Senate, Con-
gress and county freeholder.

In an open process, Union County
Republicans Saturday nominated
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield for U.S. Senate and U.S.
Congressman Mike Ferguson of New
Providence for re-election, represent-
ing the seventh district.

Delegates named Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer,
Westfield businesswoman Diane
Barabas and former Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Patricia Quattrocchi to run
for county freeholder. Republicans
have not held a freeholder seat since
1997.

In a closed process, county Demo-
crats announced in a press release
their support for Robert Menendez of
Hudson County for U.S. Senate and
State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood for Congress in the sev-
enth district.

The organization also supported
the reelection of incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, the
current board chairman, Patricia
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway.

At the GOP convention, held in the
auditorium at Westfield High School,
the 255 delegates nominated State
Senator Kean to run for U.S. Senate.
Mr. Kean has served in the state leg-
islature for five years, including the
last three in the upper house. Mr.
Kean’s 21st legislative district in-
cludes nine of the county’s 21 mu-
nicipalities.

“This convention is the process
where we make that representation a
reality. With your help and your guid-
ance, I will represent all of Union
County,” Sen. Kean told the 255 del-
egates in attendance.

Sen. Kean said New Jersey receives
only 55 cents on every tax dollar sent
to Washington, D.C. He also vowed
that as a U.S. senator, he would fight
to make sure “that we have the high-
est ethical standards in the land.”

“This campaign is about making
sure that we are led by reformers and
not by bosses,” said Sen. Kean. “It all
starts here in Union County. Our cam-
paign headquarters is here in Union
County. Our leadership is here in
Union County. With your guidance
and your support, we will make sure
we take back the United States Sen-
ate seat.” Republicans have not won a
senate seat from New Jersey since
1972.

Rep. Ferguson, seeking his fourth
term in the House of Representatives,
was also nominated by the Union
County GOP. The New Providence
resident said he was “proud” to be
running for the first time on the same

ballot this year with Sen. Kean.
“It is frustrating not to have part-

ners on the other side of the capital
who are looking out for New Jersey in
the same way that we are on the house
side of the capital. And I can’t wait to
have a Republican…on the other side
of the capital fighting for New Jersey
in the U.S. Senate,” Rep. Ferguson
told convention delegates.

He said the national economy is
strong. He pointed to the stock
market’s six-year high and unemploy-
ment under 5 percent. “It’s because of
the tax cuts that we passed in 2001
and 2003.”

Rep. Ferguson said he was among
Congress members who met at the
White House with President Bush
last Wednesday. Rep. Ferguson said
President Bush “is committed to turn-
ing this (the political landscape)
around” for the fall congressional
elections.

In terms of the freeholder race, Ms.
Quattrocchi questioned the size of
the county budget, $413 million, why
the county tax levy has increased 10
percent per year over the past five
years, why the freeholders gave them-
selves a 5.3 percent raise in Decem-
ber “and than announced layoffs to
lower level county employees” the

following month. She also raised the
issue of overtime costs, the deaths of
three detainees at the county’s juve-
nile detention center and Runnells
Specialized Hospital budget, which
she noted is “running in the red again.”

“Why does it seem that every piece
of open space that we (the county)
acquire we have to build something
on?” she questioned.

“As Republicans, we have the op-
portunity this year (to win freeholder
seats),” she said. “However with op-
portunity comes responsibility. And
we have the responsibility to unite
because where there is unity there is
power.”

Mr. Mortimer said he has been frus-
trated by working to pass “tight”
municipal budgets in Mountainside
“only to have a large county tax in-
crease levied on our residents.”

“Although we collect these taxes,
we have no control in where and how
they are raised,” he added. He said
county spending is “uncontrolled.”

As a realtor he said, “Simply put,
higher property taxes have a negative
effect on property values.”

He said county government “needs
its own version of pay-to-play re-
form,” charging that county Demo-

DWC Concerned About Vacancies
In Town; Brick Pavers Proposed

Two Westfield Teenage
Runaways Return Home

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After five days
missing, two Westfield teenage girls
called home from New Orleans, La.
and returned home Friday.

Parents reported their two 16-year-
old Westfield teenage daughters miss-
ing last Monday, March 13. The two
girls are friends and police learned
they were following a band’s touring
schedule.

Westfield Police Captain Cliff
Auchter said the girls took a grey-
hound bus to North Carolina and met
with the band, who was believed to be
Canadian group, The City Streets
Band. According to the band’s
website, they played a gig in Char-
lotte, N.C. on Tuesday, March 14.
The girls, according to the police,
then traveled in the band’s van to
New Orleans, where they contacted
home on Friday.

According to Police Chief John
Parizeau, up until that point, one of
the girls had been in contact with her
parents through e-mail. On Friday
evening, one girl’s older brother flew
down to New Orleans to pick them
up. The plane returned to Newark
Airport Friday night at 9:30 p.m.

“They weren’t hurt. We believe the
need of money was the impetus for
them phoning home,” Captain Auchter
said. Though not knowing for cer-
tain, the captain said if he ventured a

“wild guess,” they made all payments
on the trip in cash.

Upon their safe return, police con-
ducted face-to-face interviews with
the two girls on Friday and Saturday
evenings and considered the case
closed.

On Friday, Westfield police said
one of the girl’s friends lives in Penn-
sylvania and police searched the Ben
Salem, Pa. home but didn’t find any-
thing. Westfield police sent the girls’
photos and descriptions to all New
Jersey police forces, port authorities
and to Ben Salem, Pa. Every stop on
the band’s tour was flagged and po-
lice in the respective towns notified.

Westfield police remained in con-
tact with the affected families the
entire time and entered the children’s
names in the NCIC (National Crime
Information Center) missing persons
report.

Chief Parizeau said Westfield po-
lice handle “a lot of runaways - most
we find in 24 hours.” In the last couple
of years, police faced cases where
two teens were missing for months.
However, in those cases, Chief
Parizeau indicated that both 17-year-
old girls were in contact with their
mothers all the time.

“Once they turned 18, they con-
tacted us and the case is closed. In
their cases both had gotten married
and were further emancipated,” the
chief added.

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —Vacancies in
downtown Westfield are “higher than
they’ve been in some time, especially
on the retail side,” Sherry Cronin,
Executive Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), an-
nounced at Monday’s DWC meeting.

At Monday night’s board meeting,
Mrs. Cronin said the DWC economic
committee would put a plan in place
to help retain business, with the help
of a consultant.

In other business, the DWC has
sprung into spring with several pro-
motions, according to Mrs. Cronin.

The “W Dollar” program allows
customers to earn one dollar for every
$10 they spend at participating stores.
Customers can then use their accrued
“W Dollars” towards a purchase.
Twenty-seven merchants are partici-
pating in the program. Customers
must use their “W Dollars” by Satur-
day, April 15.

The DWC is also sponsoring
“March for the Arts” on Sunday, in
conjunction with the Newark Mu-
seum. The museum will host Westfield
Community Day, which will feature
exhibits by the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts and the DWC.

Tickets are free. Those who obtain
tickets can also receive five free “W
Dollars” from the DWC by showing
the event flier. Residents can call (908)
789-9444 for information on tickets,
parking and transportation.

In other promotional news, the
DWC will seek out sponsors for the
5K Run on Wednesday, July 26. The
event costs $41,000 and is the only
one hosted by the DWC, which re-
quires sponsors, according to Mrs.
Cronin.

The DWC is also in the process of
considering designs for the Rialto
movie theater’s pedestrian barricade.
The goal of the barricade is to help
protect pedestrians both around the
theater and across the street. Mrs.
Cronin said the plan includes a load-

ing zone which will also be a “drop
off and pick up zone” at night.

In other news, the board discussed
changing current language in the
municipal code to require property
owners to install brick pavers, instead
of cement, on their sidewalks.

Section 24-27 of the current code,
“standards and specifications;
grades,” requires that new sidewalks

be composed of “Portland cement
concrete of natural color to lines and
grades approved by the town engi-
neer.”

Board member and property owner
Dominick Verdic, suggested that if
new language is added, it should
clearly spell out requirements for the
“style of pavers, how they’ll be in-
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Town Council Agrees To Settle
Newpointe Realty Lawsuit

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Before Tuesday’s
regular council conference meeting,
the council conducted a special pub-
lic meeting on the Newpointe Realty
litigation, which was filed against the
town and Ward & O’Donnell Prop-
erty Development co., Inc. in State
Superior Court in Union County on
January 25, 2005.

Before finalizing and announcing
their decision on Newpointe, the coun-
cil retired to executive session. In the
subsequent council conference meet-
ing, the council agreed on requiring
all excavation sites to be enclosed
with six-foot chain link fence to be
secured at the end of the day. Also, the

council concurred that Porto-Johns
should be out of the public right of
way. The council again went into
executive session to discuss the po-
lice department disciplinary hearing
of Police Officer Gregory Kasko,
which was held Monday.

On Newpointe, the council en-
dorsed a plan for the town to “vacate
New Street” for development near
the convergence of South and Central
Avenues near the old Westfield MRI
building, and authorized Mayor Andy
Skibitsky to sign a settlement agree-
ment with Newpointe Realty. The
council voted 6-2 to endorse the new
Newpointe plan.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “compromise” between

Newpointe and the town called for 42
residential units, 50 percent of which
would be age-restricted with first floor
working and living units consisting
of residential and office space. Also,
Newpointe has agreed to develop ei-
ther off-site or inclusionary afford-
able housing units consistent with the
town’s obligations under regulations
proscribed by the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH).

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca voted against both resolu-
tions because of proposed lofts on the
top of the development. “I see them
as nothing more than a third bed-
room. For that very limited reason, I
can’t say I specifically endorse this
plan,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, who also voted against the
resolutions, said, “There are some
changes I would like to see made to
the plan, which are very particular in
detail and too numerous to say in this
particular meeting. For various rea-
sons, I’m voting no.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said she respectfully dis-
agreed with Councilman Foerst that,
“it’s not our job to micromanage. I’m
not an architect. The major points of
the legal protection and the concept
of a controlled-growth policy we are
advancing as a town are the major
points that have been met adequately
in my opinion.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said “my primary concern
is that from a practical standpoint,
this is a matter I’ve noticed on the
agenda of the town council for closed
session for a number of years now
and without any end in sight. We need
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UC Residents Displeased
At Rerouting Air Traffic

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SPRINGFIELD —About 100 area
residents turned out Tuesday evening
for a public meeting held by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
regarding potential changes in air traf-
fic routes. The meeting was held at
the Springfield Holiday Inn on Route
22.

Nearly two-dozen residents voiced
individual concerns during the
meeting’s question-and-answer pe-
riod. Collectively, they expressed dis-
pleasure in the re-routing of noisy air
traffic over Union County neighbor-
hoods.

Late last year, the FAA proposed
four airspace redesign alternatives in
the New York, New Jersey and Phila-
delphia metropolitan areas. The idea
was to improve safety, minimize de-

lays and manage anticipated growth
in air traffic.

The proposed changes would be
the first since the late-1980s, when
federal officials did not provide op-
portunities for public input until after
new airspace patterns were approved,
resulting in a lengthy battle to ham-
mer out compromises. This time
around, the FAA scheduled a series
of nearly 30 meetings as part of a
lengthy public comment period.

Redesign critics argue that at least
two of the FAA’s new proposals would
result in a more significant increase
in aircraft noise than ever, because air
traffic would be re-routed westward
and directly over – or, in some cases,
toward – primarily residential towns
surrounding Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport immediately after take-
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