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Republicans Gather
At Annual Brunch
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where the future leads Congressman
Bob Franks. Mr. Franks has launched
an exploratory committee in anticipa-
tion of seeking the GOP nomination for
the United States Senate being vacated
by Senator Frank Lautenberg.

Speaking of the higher office rumors,
Mr. Bagger told supporters that he
would give such offers “serious
thought.”

“It is a little early to talk about it right
now, we have an election to take place
November 2,” he said. “You can be sure
that I will give make my own decision
about what my future course of involve-
ment in government very careful con-
sideration.”

Mr. Haytaian called Assemblyman
Bagger a future Governor of New Jer-
sey, a statement that drew applause
from attendees.

“He has the qualifications, he has the
intelligence, he has the family backing,
he has everything that is necessary,” he

said, noting that Mr. Bagger has to
remain in the Assembly before he can
run for the chief elected office in the
state some day.

Mr. Bagger entered the political arena
at age 23 when he first ran for Westfield
Town Council. He became Mayor at
30, and a year later joined the Assem-
bly, replacing Chuck Hardwick.

He currently chairs the Appropria-
tions Committee, the key Assembly
committee. Noting Mr. Bagger’s mem-
bership in committee as a freshman
legislator in 1992, Senator DiFrancesco
labeled the committee, “the boot camp
of state government.”

Former Assemblyman turned Con-
gressman, Rodney Frelinghuysen, of
the 11th District said Mr. Bagger “is
one of the key people in Trenton that
keep this state running” in his role as
Appropriations Committee Chairman.

Mr. Frelinghuysen chaired the com-
mittee during his years in the assembly.

Claire Lazarowitz Supports
Safety Awareness Principles
WESTFIELD — Claire

Lazarowitz, a Democrat seeking the
Third Ward seat on the Town Coun-
cil and an active member of the
B.R.A.K.E.S. group (Bikers, Run-
ners And Kids are Entitled to Safety)
has put pedestrian safety at the top of
her list of goals if elected.

“After two tragic pedestrian fatali-
ties at the beginning of the year, I feel
even more strongly that we must
continue to enforce lower speed lim-
its, better street lighting and more
visible crosswalks. Our beautiful
town must be a safe place for people
to walk or bike anytime of day or
night,” Ms. Lazarowitz said.

“As a result of a recent traffic
calming study, improvements are
being considered to traffic flow is-
sues beginning with changes on
Rahway Avenue. I support this ef-
fort as the first major step,” she
added.

According to Ms. Lazarowitz,
through volunteer and community

efforts, the B.R.A.K.E.S. group is:
• Acting to improve the safety con-

ditions for everyone, especially the
kids whose primary mode of trans-
portation is walking or biking.

• Working to improve the safety
around schools through education,
awareness, traffic flow mitigation and
enforcement.

• Working with government bod-
ies to improve safety conditions
throughout town especially around
those institutions that experience
heavy pedestrian traffic such as the
Westfield Memorial Library, the cen-
tral business district, religious insti-
tutions and recreation sites.

“As I meet residents during this
campaign season, people have been
asking how we can slow traffic to
ensure the safety of small children
who walk or ride bikes,” the candi-
date stated. “We can make Westfield
a safety haven when we combine our
efforts and become one strong voice
for positive, pro-active change.”

GOP Freeholder Slate
Vows to Break Dems

9-0 Majority in County
ELIZABETH — The Republican

candidates for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders this
week pledged to “open a new win-
dow in the courthouse and end what,
in effect, is closed door government
by an all-Democratic board.”

The GOP trio — Albert Dill of
Summit, Richard Revilla of Eliza-
beth and Wally Shackell of Cranford
– said, in their weekly joint cam-
paign release, that the 9-0 Demo-
cratic dominated county board “is
one of the most un-democratic in the
state.”

For example, Mr. Dill commented
that, “the people of this county do not
know how many unnecessary jobs
have been created for political cro-
nies and their relatives.

The people don’t know because
personnel records are a closely
guarded secret, virtually inaccessible
to the taxpayers of Union County,
whose hard earned money is being
spent on those jobs.

“This is alien to an open society.
In addition, 99.9 percent of the
votes are 9-0, with only minimal
discussion. This is not the way
things are supposed to run in an
open society.”

“The irony of the pattern of 9-0
votes,” said Mr. Revilla, “is that the

Freeholders themselves do not nec-
essarily make those decisions. Es-
sentially, decisions are made by Char-
lotte DeFilippo, the Union County
Democratic chairman. She holds no
elected office, but wields extraordi-
nary power over the Freeholders,
who dare not defy her.

“One Democratic Freeholder who
supported his lifelong friend against
a candidate favored by Chairman
DeFilippo in a local election paid
with his seat on the county board. In
retribution for Freeholder Don
Goncalves’ independence, the chair-
man replaced him on the organiza-
tion line,” the GOP candidates
charged.

Mr. Shackell said it was impera-
tive that “we re-open the door of
government that the majority has
sealed shut against the public. The
people of Union County’s 21 munici-
palities deserve to know what the
courthouse gang is really up to.”

“The only way to open up county
government is to elect us Republi-
cans. We care more about governing
wisely, efficiently and economically
than we do about the politics that
preoccupies the nine Democrats. It’s
clearly time to open up government
by changing a 9-0 board to a 6-3
body,” he said.
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SP Council Candidates
Discuss Business Issues
During SPBPA Forum

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Democrat Phillip Wiener and Re-
publican Frank Rossi made their first
joint appearance last Thursday at a
Candidates Night forum sponsored
by the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association at Hershey’s
Deli on East Second Street.

With Association President Ray
Pardon asking the questions, the two
candidates for the council seat left
vacant by the death of Democrat
Franklin P. Donatelli in May discussed
a variety of issues important to the
several dozen business people in at-
tendance.

Mr. Wiener continually pointed to
the accomplishments of the Demo-
cratic administration, which has held
a 3-2 council majority since January.
“I want to continue (their) accom-
plishments,” he said.

The candidate cited the receipt of
several grants, including $450,000
for downtown improvements and
$100,000 awarded to the township
through the county’s 1999 Project
Pocket Park Program. He also noted
the open space and direct mayor elec-
tion referendums, as well as the re-
cently-announced plan to turn a par-
cel of property behind the Park Place
Diner into a ball field and park.

“We have to move this town into the
next century,” Mr. Wiener said.

Mr. Rossi, a former Fanwood Bor-
ough Council member, said all the
“accomplishments didn’t start this
year,” adding it would be “disingenu-
ous to say that.”

He also said the tax hike approved
in May, which he called the highest in
a decade, “was not helpful to the busi-
ness community or to the residents.”

Both candidates stressed the im-
portance of a vital downtown busi-
ness district, with Mr. Rossi saying it
was “a win-win situation to have a
strong and active business commu-
nity.”

He said the local government’s role
in downtown development should be
“as a partner, a leader and a facilita-
tor.” One way government can help,
he said, is to “use its associations with
other towns to develop grants.”

Scotch Plains can attract business,
Mr. Rossi told the group, but noted
there are limitations, especially in size.
“We can’t expect, or want, a Home
Depot-type facility,” he remarked.

He added that there is also a need to
develop infrastructure that may not
necessarily exist at present.

Mr. Wiener said a healthy business
district would bring more people into
town, create activity and generate ad-
ditional revenues. “I don’t think gov-
ernment should play such a big role in
deciding what kind of businesses
should be here,” he commented.

It’s important, he stated, “to keep
the faces that are here, here,” he added.

Touting the Democrats’ achieve-
ments, Mr. Wiener told the group that
“business people know the impor-
tance of closing the deal.” He said
“the Democrats have closed the deal”
on such downtown issues as revital-
ization, including grants to refurbish
parking lots in the business district.

Mr. Rossi and Mr. Wiener agreed
on a number of issues, including de-
veloping the so-called hedge prop-
erty on Park Avenue next to the Mu-
nicipal Building. Mr. Wiener called
for the Downtown Task Force to have
input on the types of businesses that
would go in any building on that prop-
erty.

Mr. Rossi said developing the prop-
erty would create new revenue and
also be important to the continuity of
the business district.

Responding to a question about up-
grading the facade of the Municipal
Building to bring it more in line with
the overall look of the downtown area,
both men were open to the concept,
but said a number of other projects in
the business district take a higher pri-
ority.

The two candidates also said the
township was limited in what it could
do to reduce or eliminate the heavy
truck traffic on Park Avenue, since the
thoroughfare is a county road and a
major artery to Route 22.

Each candidate was cautious when
asked about creating a Special Im-
provement District (SID) for the
downtown area, as has been done in
Westfield and Cranford.

Both said the financial burdens a
SID would impose on the numerous
small businesses would have to be
considered in setting up such a dis-
trict in Scotch Plains, which, unlike
neighboring towns, doesn’t have many
big businesses in its downtown.

“A lot of big businesses like (SIDs)
because they can afford it,” Mr. Wiener
stated. “But Scotch Plains is not
Westfield.”

Both candidates were also in gen-
eral agreement concerning the
causes of the severe flooding in
Scotch Plains last month. “Most of
the problem,” Mr. Wiener said,
“comes from the Green Brook flood
control problem, which starts in
Berkeley Heights.”

He said the town to the north was
“not doing anything to prevent water
from coming down into downtown.”

In addition to vigorously lobbying
state officials to get the flood control
project moving forward, Mr. Wiener
said Scotch Plains could “possibly
look into” taking some type of legal
action against entities that are delay-
ing completion of the flood control
project.

Mr. Rossi said it was vital that the
upper retention basins in the Watch-
ing Mountains be completed and
added it was urgent that legislators
work on getting the project done.

Mr. Wiener’s and Mr. Rossi’s views
diverged when asked by Mr. Pardon if
they favored a new ordinance that
would permit a business to have a
larger sign, lighted signs or hanging
signs without the need to request a
variance.

Mr. Rossi said he favors reviewing
the existing ordinance “to see if it can
be made more business-friendly,” but
cautioned, “we have to be careful not
to go too far.” Mr. Wiener favored
keeping the ordinance in its present
form.

When Mr. Pardon asked the candi-
dates if they favored the creation of a
local Department of Commercial Af-
fairs to address the issues and needs of
the township’s business community,
Mr. Rossi said that if the business
community feels that a new depart-
ment would be beneficial, “I’d be in
favor of reviewing that.”

Mr. Wiener, on the other hand, told
the assembled business people that,
“we have enough departments” and
“we don’t want to add another layer of
government.”

TV-34, which recorded the event,
plans to broadcast the program. View-
ers should check their cable channel
directory for dates and times.

Joe Stoner Seeks Renovations
To North Ave. Business Area
WESTFIELD — With all the at-

tention that Westfield has given to
beautifying its downtown business
district and enhancing the Central
Avenue corridor, the North Avenue
approach has been neglected, ac-
cording to Second Ward Town
Council Democratic candidate Joe
Stoner.

“We’ve paid a lot of attention to
the Central Avenue approach to the
center of town, and rightly so,” com-
mented Mr. Stoner recently. “But we
must also do more to improve the
other major gateway into the central
business district — North Avenue.”

Mr. Stoner continued, “Just as Cen-
tral Avenue carries traffic from the
Garden State Parkway in Clark, North
Avenue is the primary access to
Westfield from the more northerly
Parkway exits. As a state highway —
Route 28 — it carries a heavy traffic
flow into our downtown area. But we
have done little to improve the traffic
flow or the appearance of this impor-
tant roadway.”

“We need to pay greater attention

to improving the appearance of the
area with a landscaping and beautifi-
cation project that will benefit both
the commercial and residential areas
that lie along North Avenue,” stated
Mr. Stoner.

“That kind of effort can only en-
hance the kind of pride we have all
taken as Westfielders in the revital-
ization of our downtown area,” he
added.

“We also need to make improve-
ments to how traffic flows through
the area. With a number of busy
commercial enterprises and the Union
County annex housed along that
route, there are many times when
access onto the roadway is not just
difficult but dangerous,” said Mr.
Stoner.

“While this issue may be of par-
ticular interest to the Second Ward, it
is of general importance to the town
as a whole, because whatever we can
do to improve one area adds immea-
surably to the overall sense of pride
we take in our town as a whole,” the
candidate stated.

mind, Mayor Viglianti said he had trouble
locating another Democrat to serve on
the committee.

The Mayor was out of town and could
not be reached for comment.

Ms. Magnolia, in a letter to
Mountainsiders who signed the petition,
called the governing body’s motion to
initiate salaries a “serious issue regard-
ing office holders who disregard the will
of the people, who do not trust the elec-
torate to render a fair judgment and wish
to reward themselves with a salary be-
cause they do not want to identify their
expenses.”

She further stated that while she
doesn’t expect the governing body to pay
out-of-pocket expenses, “what I vehe-
mently object to is the expectation that
taxpayers should pay for things I do not
view as legitimate, like party functions
and baby sitting.”

Ms. Magnolia, retired as the Director
of Curriculum Instruction for the Rahway
Public Schools, noted that she had been
conducting a workshop on “higher level
thinking skills” which hone in on the
areas of problem solving and decision
making.

She told participants of their obliga-
tion to get involved in the election pro-
cess. So when she was asked to put her
name forth as the write-in candidate, she
decided to accept the offer.

“I thought I better put my money where
my mouth is,” said Ms. Magnolia.

Patricia A. Formato, Administrator with
the Union County Board of Elections, said
the system of write-in votes, known as a
“personal choice,” is much simpler with
the new electronic voting machines.

Upon entering the voting booth, an
individual locates the office they wish to
vote for and follows the column across to
“personal choice,” where they press the

button. A green “x” will begin to flash.
The voter can proceed to type the name of
the person using a write-in pad on the
machine.

An official in the Union County Clerk’s
Office, who asked not to be identified,
confirmed that the write-in candidate
simply needs to beat the vote count of the
mayor to be the declared the winner.

Ms. Formato noted that there are cur-
rently 4,551 registered voters in
Mountainside, split as follows: 2,299
unaffiliated, 762 Democrats, 1,483 Re-
publicans and seven declared indepen-
dents. An independent is a voter that was
previously affiliated with a major party.

Individuals become affiliated either
by voting in the June Primary Election or
by filling out a party affiliation card from
the Board of Elections 50 days before an
election.

Ms. Magnolia said the success of the
write-in campaign will depend on how
borough voters feel not only about the
issue of salaries but on the Mayor’s deci-
sion to form a special committee rather
than place the issue on the election ballot.

“They (the petition signers) don’t ex-
pect to be ignored,” she said, adding that
the write-in effort should be taken by the
governing body primarily as a “wake up”
call on the salary issue.

“I do not see this controversy as sim-
ply a differing of opinion between the
mayor and council and a large number of
voters in Mountainside. Rather, I see
this as a representative picture of what
our governing body has become,” she
stated in her letter to fellow petition
signers.

While winning the mayor’s office
might be a long shot in a write-in effort,
Ms. Magnolia noted that the petition
signatures were gathered in just three
days this past spring.

Mayor Faces Prospect
Of Write-In Opponent

Campaign Forum ’99
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