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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Three Kings:
Only Moderately Royal

2 ½ popcorns
Peace is hell if you go by Three

Kings, an untidy but nonetheless
significant muckrake of The Persian
Gulf War. That’s because it isn’t until
after Desert Storm’s armistice that
the shooting starts in director David
O. Russell’s cynically action-packed
traipse through the Third World, Arab
style.

But while the saga based on John
Ridley’s story and adapted by Mr.
Russell ultimately checks in as sar-
donically anti-war, it actually bears
the uncertain personality of a revers-
ible jacket; although bemoaning the
horrors of war, the film’s graphic
depiction toward that end could just
as well please the gung-ho side of
the aisle.

Of course, whether this movie about
four GI’s who go the soldier of fortune
route is altruistically pacifist or really a
combat flick with its morality tacked on
for appearance’s sake is a matter be-
tween Mr. Russell and his conscience.

Still, Three Kings does serve as an
effectively wearying reminder of
humankind’s unalterable process: en-
mity, followed by war, followed by
peace, followed by a gaggle of anti-
war literature and/or movies.

Gosh....you know, we almost skipped
the fourth step this go-round. Thought
we didn’t need it. Practically convinced
ourselves that a supposedly moral war
needs no time for reflection.

It is Mr. Russell’s thesis that Desert
Storm was awash in shameless eu-
phemisms, replete with so-called sur-
gical bombing and the disingenuous
sanitizing that comes with military
husbanding of the media— that the
American mass consciousness didn’t
immediately demand an artistic epi-
taph to the war. If nothing else,
Three Kings addresses that dearth.

But none of this concerns intrepid
Archie (George Clooney), Troy (Mark
Wahlberg), Chief (Ice Cube) and
Conrad (Spike Jonze) as they em-
bark on their gold digging adventure
in Iraq — at least not at the outset.
Having captured several Iraqi sol-
diers just prior to the declared cease
fire, the latter three enlisted men
find a map in the most unlikely place
(use your imagination).

It purportedly leads to the millions
of dollars in gold bullion Sadam
Hussein has confiscated from the Ku-
waitis. Hearing rumors of the cache,
George Clooney’s wily Captain Archie
Gates inveigles his way to a principal
role in the ensuing treasure hunt.

The characterizations are right off
the war movie stereotype shelf, fea-
turing a portrayal to identify with for
practically every age or walk of life.
A 40-ish Vietnam veteran just about
to retire, lifer Archie exemplifies the
traditional soul of the American GI:
entrepreneurial but noble, flip yet
philosophical.

Then there’s Mark Wahlberg as Gen-
eration X’s contribution to American
military history; a salt-of-the-Earth new
dad who hails from Detroit, Troy
Barlow’s dreams of Eldorado are
spurred by considerations for his sud-
denly expanded family.

His African-American counterpart
is the bravely religious Chief Elgin, a
picture of staid solidity played by

rapper Ice Cube.
And rounding out the four horse-

men of this film’s apocalypse is Spike
Jonze as Conrad Vig, the resident
hillbilly — a Sergeant York but with
absolutely none of the class.

The title, suggesting only three
kings to share the wealth, takes
literary license. It alludes to a bibli-
cal passage Conrad giddily invokes
to rationalize re-pilfering Sadam’s
ill-gotten gains. But it’s really no
dramatic surprise that these desert
foxes can be counted on to at least
consider doing the right thing when
they experience a sudden fit of con-
science.

It seems President Bush created a
tragic dilemma; though he called on
the Iraqis to rise up against their
dictator, no official policy was put
into place to both support and pro-
tect those who took his advice.
Hence, the soldiers’ mercenary mis-
sion gets clouded by moral consider-
ations when they interact with a
rebel leader and his flock.

Particularly good as the local talent,
mimicking the idioms (“Hey, my main
man”) they have learned from their
invaders, are Cliff Curtis as Amir Abdulah
and Said Taghmaoui as Captain Said.

Nora Dunn is effectively prepos-
terous as the careering CNN reporter
(nominated six times for an Emmy
without a win) working in collusion,
whether she knows it or not, with
the military muckamucks.

The big question is, how much
will Archie and company compro-
mise their quest for fortune?

Much derring-do and gunfire popu-
late the scenario, underscoring that
the rumble in Arabia was no bloodless
conflict. The harsh lessons are mixed
with a wry humor as the swaggering
GI’s strut their initial bravado — hail
the conquering hero and all that.

But laughing in exasperation at
the callous ambiguity of war re-
quires the moral certitude of a
M*A*S*H* (1970) or the abstract intel-
lectualism of a Catch-22 (1970); here
it just seems tastelessly incongruous.

And as if to reflect the story’s unset-
tling demeanor, Three Kings is also
audio-visually disconcerting. A grainy,
sun-bathed film texture self-con-
sciously tries to endow the movie with
a cinema verité, quasi-documentary
look, while the cacophonous on-loca-
tion sound is presumably employed to
feign a sense of immediacy.

Uncomfortably searching for a tech-
nique of its own, Mr. Russell’s would-
be avante garde war movie is a genre
amalgam that never does find its niche,
too often relying on its sometimes
surreal messenger to be the message.

Although there are matters of real
substance in the director’s work, the
phlegmatic style just doesn’t show
them to best advantage. Hence, what-
ever the motivation that goes into
dealing audiences Three Kings, a fully
entertaining night at the Bijou just isn’t
in the cards.

*  *  *  *  *
Three Kings, rated R, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by David
O. Russell and stars George Clooney,
Mark Wahlberg and Ice Cube. Run-
ning time: 113 minutes.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield Me-

morial Library has announced that
New Jersey-native and children’s
author and illustrator Judith Caseley,
will present a program at the library
on Wednesday, October 27, at 7
p.m.

This event, which was made pos-
sible through a donation from the
Hylan Family, is intended for an
audience of children in Grades K
and up as well as adults.

Ms. Caseley has written picture,
children’s fiction and young adult
books. Along with slides of her
work, she will discuss how she

d e v e l op s
ideas for her
stories, what
inspires her
to write, and
how the fi-
nal book
comes to-
gether.

In addi-
tion, an au-
tograph ses-
sion is
scheduled after the presentation.
Books will be available for purchase
or attendees may bring their own
copies of Ms. Caseley’s books.

Seating is limited. Tickets are re-
quired and will be available free at
the Children’s Reference Desk be-
ginning Saturday, October 16. For
more information, please call (908)
789-4090.

Judith Caseley
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MILLBURN – Single theatergoers

are invited to attend the 10th “Singu-
lar Sensation” performance of Jerry
Herman’s musical comedy, Mame,
on Thursday, October 21, at 8 p.m.
A specially-priced ticket also includes
a post-show reception at the Renee
Foosaner Art Gallery at Paper Mill.

Based on the novel, “Auntie Mame”
by Patrick Dennis and the play by
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee,
Mame follows the adventures of an
eccentric socialite who inherits the
guardianship of her 10-year-old
nephew.

Mame’s familiar scores include “We
Need a Little Christmas,” “Bosom
Buddies,” “If He Walked Into My
Life,” “My Best Girl” and the play’s
title tune.

Starring in the title role is the
Broadway, film and television ac-
tress, Christine Ebersole. The pro-
duction also features Tony Award-
winner Kelly Bishop as Vera Charles.

Mame runs through Sunday, Oc-
tober 24, at the Paper Mill. For ticket
information, please call the Box Of-
fice at (973) 376-4343.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The 10th an-
nual Autumn Craft Fair, sponsored by
the Parents Guild of Union Catholic
High School, will be held on Satur-
day, October 16, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the high school.

Over 125 crafters will
feature handmade crafts
including winter scarves,
silk and dried floral arrange-
ments, holiday wreaths and
swags, country baskets, personalized
children’s clothing and furniture, deco-
rative wooden bird houses, lawn signs
for upcoming holidays, wine cork
trivets, candles, glass luminaria and
votive holders.

Dolls will be available with their
own clothing, furniture and accesso-
ries completing the wardrobe. Many
types of fashionable jewelry will be

displayed including Victorian, sterling
silver, glass bead and Austrian crys-

tal. Sun catchers, stained glass
lamps and decorative boxes
will also be available for pur-
chase.

The Autumn Leaves Café
will offer a breakfast of coffee
and donuts and lunch featur-

ing assorted sandwiches with cof-
fee, tea, soda and homemade baked
desserts.

Parking is available on school
grounds and the building is handi-
capped accessible from the gymna-
sium entrance.

The $1 admission fee will entitle
shoppers to a door prize ticket for a
19-inch color television. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
9475.
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IT’S HARVESTING TIME…The Miller-Cory House Museum will
celebrate the harvest season with its Annual Fall Festival on
Sunday, October 17, from 1 to 4 p.m. Children’s activities and
Colonial craft demonstrations will be featured. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 232-1776. Volunteers Will Goldberger
of Westfield and Dorothy Petrein of Union enjoy offering
demonstrations for visitors to the Museum.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will celebrate the
harvest season with its annual Fall
Festival on Sunday, October 17,
from 1 to 4 p.m.

Children’s activities will include
arts and crafts, learning farm skills,
pumpkin painting and face paint-
ing.

Colonial crafts such as spinning,
weaving and waffle-making will also
be demonstrated. Tours of the farm-

house by costumed docents will be
held.

A bake sale at the festival will
include homemade pies, cakes and
cookies. Refreshments will be avail-
able for a small fee.

The Museum gift shop will offer
educational items, cookbooks and
colonial gifts.

There is no admission charge.
However, donations are welcome
and used to support the educational
programs at the museum.

For more information, please call
(908) 232-1776.

‘The Scarlet Letter’
Book Discussion

Set at Area Library
FANWOOD – Fanwood Me-

morial Library will host a book
d i scus - sion on

“The Scarlet
Letter” by
Nathanie l
Hawthorne
on Thurs-

day, November 4, at 7:30 p.m.
Please read the book before

attending the forum. To obtain
a copy of “The Scarlet Letter,”
please visit the library. For more
information, please call (908)
322-6400.www.goleader.com!
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WESTFIELD – Dr. Stefan H. Young
of Westfield, professor of music theory
and composition at Westminster Choir
College at Rider University in
Lawrenceville, is on paid research leave
for the 1999 fall semester to prepare a
recital for the world premiere perfor-
mance of his compositions for voice,
piano and chamber ensemble.

The recital, which is entitled “Voice
of Spring,” will be held on Sunday,
March 26, 2000 at 8 p.m. in Bristol
Chapel on the Princeton campus.

Dr. Young’s project will consist of
three units – the writing of 16-20 songs
for voice and various accompanying
instruments; the rehearsal, editing and
rewriting of the works in consultation
with soloists from the voice faculty
and finally, the premiere of these
works in the group recital.

He will also choose texts from po-
etry and prose of American, British,
French Italian, Japanese authors and
from the Bible. The compositions will

be scored for voice and piano; voice,
violin, cello and piano and voice and
instrumental ensemble.

Dr. Young’s recent commissions
include three choral works for the
Haverford Singers, New Jersey Music
Teachers of America contest pieces,
and a sonnet entitled, “How to Run
The World” published by Rutgers
University.

He also serves as director of High
School Composers Week and coordi-
nator/conductor of the Westminster
Composers Ensemble. Dr. Young has
also garnered several awards for his
work.

A member of the Westminster fac-
ulty since 1979, Dr. Young holds a
doctoral degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity, a Masters in Music Degree in Piano
from Julliard School of Music, a Bach-
elor of Music Degree from Rollins
College and certificates in harmony,
piano and solfege from The American
School of the Arts in Fontainbleu, France.

ORAL SURGERY

Westfield Oral Surgery Associates, P.C.
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons

Philip R. Geron, D.M.D., F.A.A.O.M.S.
N.J. Specialty Permit # 3102

• Dental Extractions ~ Implants • • Snoring ~ Sleep Apnea •
• T.M.J. ~ Headaches •

• Cosmetic Jaw ~ Facial Reconstruction •
320 Lenox Avenue, Westfield � (908) 233-8088

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

PERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTINGPERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!SERVICES  AND GOODS YOU NEED!

HANDYMAN SERVICES

(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501(908) 232-1501

HOUSE CLEANING

HouseHouseHouseHouseHouse
CleaningCleaningCleaningCleaningCleaning

bybybybyby
 Maria Maria Maria Maria Maria908908908908908

687-7584687-7584687-7584687-7584687-7584
References Available

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

HOME  REPAIR
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Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

(908) 272-5422

Member: NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificated by Rutgers Cook College in
Landscape Design & Turf Management

• Turf Renovation
• New Plantings

• Walks/Patios/Walls

FENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCINGFENCING

(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SONA. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All All All All All TTTTTypes ofypes ofypes ofypes ofypes of F F F F Fenceenceenceenceence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

HOUSE CLEANING

Maid To Order
YOUR Premier Home Cleaning Service

Trained, Uniformed Professionals
Bonded • Insured

33 Points of Service • Guaranteed Satisfaction

908-624-9700 • 800-997-MAID

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel

(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

COLLEGE
ESSAYS for SUCCESS

A college application & essay mentoring service

"Take the anxiety out of
college applications"

Michael Marcus
Director

(973) 467-1277
mmarcus868@aol.com

INTERIOR PAINTING

Artistic Interior
Painting

� Hand-painted Custom Borders� Hand-painted Custom Borders� Hand-painted Custom Borders� Hand-painted Custom Borders� Hand-painted Custom Borders
� Wall Murals� Wall Murals� Wall Murals� Wall Murals� Wall Murals

� Deco Painting� Deco Painting� Deco Painting� Deco Painting� Deco Painting
� Children's Rooms� Children's Rooms� Children's Rooms� Children's Rooms� Children's Rooms

� References Available� References Available� References Available� References Available� References Available
Professional Free-lance ArtistProfessional Free-lance ArtistProfessional Free-lance ArtistProfessional Free-lance ArtistProfessional Free-lance Artist
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PERSONAL TRAINING

“For Obtaining Serious Goals”

Educated
Fitness• Exercise Physiology

• Nutrition Consulting

• Personal Training

Kevin P. McGrath, M.S. • (908) 755-0224


