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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Wrap it Up!
October 22 from 11am to 3pm

Pashmina
also

Please join Melissa from Bajra as She
Demonstrates the Fashion Art of

Showing Dorian Webb’s New
Collection of Semi-precious Jewelry

L’Ambiance • 380 Springfield Ave • Summit • (908) 273-2320

Saturday, October 23rd
10:00am to 11:30am

The Law Office Of

Jon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. BrJon M. Bramnickamnickamnickamnickamnick

Proudly Announces That

Stephanie Ann MitStephanie Ann MitStephanie Ann MitStephanie Ann MitStephanie Ann Mitterhoffterhoffterhoffterhoffterhoff
the former law clerk for

the New Jersey Supreme Court

Has Joined The Firm as an Associate.

Ms. Mitterhoff will engage in
civil trial and appellate practice

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

908-322-7000

a certified civil trial attorney

Freeholders Seek Resignation
Of Port Authority Chairman;
Plan Lawsuit Over Land Sale
ELIZABETH — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders, through
its Chairman Nicholas Scutari, has
called for the resignation of Robert
Boyle, Executive Director of the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Tonight, the freeholder board will
vote to appoint an attorney to file a
lawsuit against the authority on charges
of “deceptive and malicious” activi-
ties.

“Given the board’s unwavering com-
mitment to jobs and urban revitaliza-
tion, I am sure the board will vote
unanimously on appointing an attor-
ney,” said Freeholder Scutari.

Officials said the board is taking
these actions following the revelation
that Continental Airlines has sold the
largest undeveloped parcel of land in
the City of Elizabeth, a 177-acre tract,
to the tax-exempt Port Authority for
$1 in what the freeholders charge was
an attempt to avoid legal actions and
circumvent city zoning regulations and
taxes.

Continental Airlines will lease the
land back from the authority.

“Essentially, this action is a ‘shell
game’ on the part of Continental and
the Port Authority,” said Freeholder
Scutari. “It is a way for bath entities to
thumb their noses at the 100,000 resi-
dents of New Jersey’s fourth largest
city.”

Mr. Boyle approved the sale-lease
agreement without the approval of the
Port Authority’s 12-member Board of
Commissioners, which canceled a
meeting at which they were scheduled
to discuss the agreement.

The agreement was made to help
Continental create a 2,000-car park-
ing lot and training center on the large
tract, plans that are at odds with the
city’s zoning and land use regulations
for the site.

A former industrial site once owned
by Allied Signal, the land is consid-
ered a “brown fields” site by city and
county planners who had hoped to see
development and environmental
remediation there.

“I was told that this agreement was
struck between the Executive Director
of the Authority and the President of
Continental while they were on the
golf course,” charged Union County
Manager Michael Lapolla. “I can’t help
but think that if the faces of the people

in the City of Elizabeth looked like the
faces of the people on that golf course,
this deal would not have been struck.”

Joining with Elizabeth officials and
the freeholder board at a press confer-
ence on Monday were Congressmen
Donald Payne and Robert Menendez,
who said they would call for Congres-
sional hearings on the authority’s char-
ter.

Also adding their concerns were
United States Senators, Robert
Torricelli and Frank Lautenberg (both
D-N.J.), New Jersey State Senator
Raymond Lesniak (D-20) and Assem-
blyman Neil Cohen (D-20). They have
called on Governor Christine Todd
Whitman to take action.

Last week State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco (R-22) wrote
a letter to Port Authority Commission
Chairman Lewis Eisenberg asking his
board to reverse the decision.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender said
that she and Freeholder Scutari sup-
ported the Congressional hearings.

“Congress should consider the
authority’s compact and its impact on
Union County and the City of Eliza-
beth,” said Freeholder Stender.

Freeholder Stender noted that the
City of Elizabeth has already lined up
several developers willing to build of-
fices there, a plan that would capitalize
on the region’s access to air and mari-
time transportation.

“This is the kind of area we should
see developed; urban industrial land
with access to highway and air trans-
portation,” said Freeholder Stender.
“That it will be used for parking lots
shows a great deal of disregard for the
city and the County of Union.”

Located a short distance from the
tract is the Jersey Gardens Mall, soon
to be one of the state’s largest retail
outlets with 250 stores and 18 restau-
rants. The mall, which opens Thurs-
day, October 21, will create as many as
5,000 new jobs, county officials said.

Just several hundred yards away is
IKEA, which provides hundreds of
jobs.

“We are calling on Continental Air-
lines to be a good corporate citizen,”
said Freeholder Scutari. “The corpo-
ration needs to know that it cannot
push around this city, this county or the
people of this region, or people in any
of the state’s urban areas.”

Borough of Fanwood to Start
Street Tree Inventory Program
FANWOOD — The Borough of Fanwood will begin work this fall on

a street tree inventory, which is a detailed accounting of all trees.
With the information collected, borough officials can more effectively

maintain a healthy community forest and plan successfully for the future.
The project has been developed by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commis-

sion and will be carried out by the members of the commission, with
assistance by an experienced forester.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly has recommended the inventory as a tool
for the borough to more efficiently manage its tree resources.

The severe weather conditions of the past two years have shown the
importance of a healthy community forest as residences sought cool shade
from the oppressive heat. At the same time, last year’s tornado and this
year’s drought were indications of how vulnerable shade trees can be.

The Fanwood Shade Tree Commission is a group of volunteers who
work to improve the quality of the community forest.

The commission was formed by the passage of a local ordinance nearly
40 years ago.

Administrator Ed Gottko
Receives Service Award

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will
present the Community Service
Award to Edward A. Gottko, Town
Administrator, at the Anniversary
Dinner and “Faith In Westfield”
Awards ceremony on Monday, Oc-
tober 25.

“The Chamber is very pleased to
honor Ed Gottko for his many years
of service to the Westfield Commu-
nity,” said Darryl Walker, Cham-
ber Chairman. “Ed will be retiring
at the end of the year, and the
Chamber wanted to recognize him
at the ‘Faith In Westfield’ Awards
ceremony with this special Com-
munity Service Award,” Darryl
added.

Mr. Gottko received his Bachelor
of Science and Master’s degrees
from Newark College of Engineer-
ing, and a Master’s in Public Ad-
ministration from Kean College in
1983.

Mr. Gottko is registered as a pro-

fessional engineer in New Jersey
and is a certified Municipal Engi-
neer and Public Works Manager
with a C-3 Sewer License.

Before coming to Westfield, Mr.
Gottko was the Assistant City En-
gineer in Bayonne.

Mr. Gottko began working in
Westfield in 1979 as the Town En-
gineer and Director of Public Works.

He has been the Westfield Town
Administrator for five years. His
duties now include supervising and
organizing Westfield’s town depart-
ments and overseeing 196 full-time
employees, 74 part-time employees
and 200 seasonal employees.

Mr. Gottko prepares Westfield’s
operating budget of over $22 mil-
lion and its capital budget of $3
million.

Mr. Gottko is active in many of
Westfield’s community organiza-
tions.

He serves on the Board of Direc-
tors and is the Past Chairman of the
Westfield Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross. He also
has been on the Westfield Y Board
of Directors since 1986.

He worked with the Westfield
High School Band Parents Asso-
ciation as Treasurer, 1996-1997,
and has served on St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church Parish Life
Committee since 1990. He has
served on the Board of Trustees for
the Westfield United Fund and was
the President of the Westfield Chap-
ter of UNICO International.

Mr. Gottko is also an active mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Westfield.

“The community is invited to be
a part of this gala celebration hon-
oring Ed and our other recipients,”
said Mr. Walker.

Tickets are $50 per person, which
includes beer and wine, a cocktail
hour, dinner and dancing.

For dinner reservations, please
call the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce office at (908) 233-3021.

Bookmarks Are Distributed
On Danger of Date Rape Drugs

A POWERFUL MESSAGE...The Union County Prosecutor’s Office has re-
leased bookmarks that alert the public about the dangers of date rape drugs.
Displaying the bookmarks, left to right, are: James F. Keefe, Union County First
Assistant Prosecutor; Jennifer Pruden, Director of the Union County Rape
Crisis Center, and Veronica Desmond, Victim Witness Coordinator.

ELIZABETH — Bookmarks that
warn college and high school students
about the dangers of date rape drugs
are being distributed throughout Union
County as a part of a public service
program.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan said the message on the bright
purple bookmarks includes a descrip-
tion about the types of substances being
used to render victims helpless as well
as important warnings about preventing
involuntary intoxications.

Jennifer Pruden, Director of the
Union County Rape Crisis Center, said
she hopes the bookmarks can be given
out at Kean University, at the three
different campus locations of Union
County College and to as many high
schools as possible.

“The clear message is that you should
not drink any beverage that has been
left unattended because these sub-

stances are often clear and odorless,”
she said, adding substances such as
Ketamine, which is used as an animal
tranquilizer, and GHB or Rohyphnol
can render a victim paralyzed and sub-
ject to attack.

The bookmark program, aided by a
design by Karen Positan, is sponsored
by the Rape Crisis Center, the
Prosecutor’s Office, the Union County
Police Chiefs Association, the Nar-
cotic Strike Force and the Crimestopper
Program, said First Assistant Prosecu-
tor James F. Keefe.

“Don’t let your dream date turn into
a date rape,” proclaims the book marker,
which offers suggestions on contact-
ing a friend or the authorities if they
begin felling dizzy, disoriented, sick or
disproportionately intoxicated.

Ms. Pruden said a young female can
be victimized if the drugs are slipped
into an ordinary soda.

Lamberts Mill Road to Close For Work
Union County officials have announced that a portion of Lamberts Mill

Road, from 50 feet west of Jacobs Lane to 645 feet west of Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, will be closed beginning on or about Wednesday, October 20 from
about 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The work being performed will consist of resurfacing and restriping the
roadway.

Due to the nature of the work involved and the amount of men and machinery
required, partial or full closure of the road may be warranted in the area of work
to optimize the safety of the work crews and motoring public alike, officials
said.

The county Division of Engineering anticipates that the work will take
approximately three days, excluding weekends, to complete, weather permit-
ting.

A clearly marked detour route will be established and maintained by county
police. The road will be opened to traffic at the conclusion of each workday and
emergency vehicles will be allowed through at all times.

Access to residences, including delivery and other services, will be allowed
as much as possible, officials added.

However, county officials note it is possible that during specific paving
operations in the immediate vicinity, access will be temporarily denied.

For specific traffic inquires, motorists may call the county’s Traffic Bureau
at (908) 789-3353 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Questions
regarding this project should be directed to the Roads and Bridges Bureau at
(908) 789-3660 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Should any emergencies arise, the local police departments should be
contacted.

Edward A. Gottko


