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By Michael S. Goldberger

Bringing Out the Dead
Digging Scorsese�s Grave Characters

3 & 1/2 popcorns
If he hadn’t decided to become one

of Filmdom’s best living directors,
there’s a good chance Martin Scorsese
might have found gainful employ-
ment as a spook house designer.

The creator of Taxi Driver, Raging
Bull, Goodfellas and a host of other
haunting explorations into urban
America’s underbelly has always man-
aged to distill the creepiness quotient
from every subject he tackles. Even
The Age of Innocence, his mannerly
visit to love, marriage and morality in
1870s New York, is fraught with a very
subtle terror.

His works inevitably propound that
there are frightening forces, whether
supernatural, psychological or soci-
etal, that must be reconciled if we are
to find whatever it is we’re all looking
for.

And so it is for Nicholas Cage as
Frank Pierce, the latest in a series of
Scorsese’s poor bedeviled souls left
adrift in a Hades of their own making.

A paramedic/ambulance jockey in
Bringing Out The Dead, Frank toils,
coincidentally enough, in the Hell’s
Kitchen section of New York City,
circa early 1990s. His life of late is one
continuous nightmare, its scenery a
Dantean diorama populated with a
seemingly limitless supply of street
characters.

Pregnant prostitutes brazenly gloat
in their terrorizing depravity, legless
men desperately pull themselves across
frenetically busy streets, and a tied-
down half-wit in the hospital emer-
gency room begs passers-by for a cup
of water.

In a career slump that won’t seem to
abate, Frank hasn’t saved a life in six
months. Consumed with guilt, he has
taken to hallucinating. Visions abound
of a sadly attractive junkie who des-
perately seeks affirmation of her being
by whispering “My name is Rose” just
seconds before dying in his arms.

This and a host of other unfortunate
circumstances are asymmetrically bal-
anced with the movie’s bizarre brand
of gallows humor, especially evinced
in how nonchalantly Frank’s colleagues
at the hospital accept his crisis.

His three revolving partners are all
preoccupied with their own derange-
ment, each exhibiting a pathology
weirder than the next.

Partner Larry (John Goodman) sim-
ply displays a classic case of denial. He
assuages his alienation with excess
food and delusions about rising out of
the muck and mire to captain. Fellow
paramedic Marcus, electrically depicted
by a holy rolling Ving Rhames, lec-
tures our protagonist about the dan-
gers of his predominantly alcohol and
caffeine diet.

But the stogie-smoking womanizer
is actually quite fond of the sauce
himself. And his real thrill, as wit-
nessed in one scene when he makes
some shocked rubbernecks join hands
in prayer, is making it look like every
lifesaving success is a divinely in-
spired event.

Then there’s the cruising-for-a-bruis-
ing Tom (Tom Sizemore), a loose
cannon with a heinous laugh equiva-
lent in irritation to fingernails on a
blackboard. Completely hooked on
the highs and lows of his job, if there’s
too long a lapse between calls, then
the psychopath creates his own vic-
tims.

In this dark film’s idea of a running
gag, Cage’s hangdog on the hunt for
respite and redemption is forever beg-
ging to be fired, but it’s to no avail.

He can’t get out. So he is left to
search amidst the rack and ruin of his
bailiwick for a life preserver.

In time, Frank chances upon and
seeks to make a connection with Mary
Burke (Patricia Arquette), seemingly a
fellow traveler, when the father she
hasn’t spoken to in three years has a
heart attack. Old Man Burke, though
comatose and attached to life support
equipment, is saved for the time be-
ing.

Therefore, his continued presence
in the bedlam that calls itself a hospital
affords Mary and Frank the opportu-
nity to begin their profoundly tenta-
tive courtship. Confiding that she was
once a dope addict and shameless
sleep-around, the gal contends that
she’s been clean for three years.

Frank briefly segues from his duties
to accompany Mary on her own odys-
sey, which takes them to a dangerous
oasis in the projects. The locale is later
revisited in a freakishly detached se-
quence involving an impalement.

There’s not much else of a plot per
se. Filmed in the sleepwalking flow of
consciousness reminiscent of Scorsese’s
wonderfully eerie After Hours, Bring-
ing Out The Dead is so obviously one
big metaphor. Hence it becomes an
entertaining little game to guess how
the filmmaker’s early flirtation with
the priesthood once again figures in
his characterizations.

If Frank Pierce is the savior and
mystically forsaken Rose is the Ma-
donna, then is Mary Burke actually a
personification of Mary Magdalene?
And how about that peripatetic Noel?
Perennially escaping from the ER and
flitting in and out of the director’s
frenzied mosaic, this alternate martyr
is etched with compelling spirit by
Marc Anthony.

Of course this is all infinitely inter-
changeable and subject to interpreta-
tion. But it’s the ability to convincingly
posit such bold speculation that dis-
tinguishes a master craftsman from the
gaggle of pretentious hacks grinding
out one tritely derived gewgaw after
the next.

Deftly exhibiting his cinematic
sleight of hand, sparks virtually ema-
nating from his fingertips, Scorsese
makes mincemeat of the MTV-school

of razzle-dazzle action purveyors lately
besmirching the silver screen. His tech-
nological command of the medium is
wondrous.

To suggest that the director’s Salva-
dor Dali-inspired excursion among
New York’s fringe dwellers is merely
a ghoulish discourse on job stress
would be like saying that “Moby Dick”
is an exciting primer on the fishing
business. The daringly surreal journey
obstinately plays on its own dreamy
level between reality and the shadows
of illusion. So it’s certainly not for
everybody.

And it’s this lack of a more accessible
surface tale that ultimately keeps the
strange brew from sidling up to a hal-
lowed spot alongside the famed
filmmaker’s more celebrated efforts. But
while it does place comfortably on the
second rung, diehard fans in search of
an adrenaline rush will be satisfied to
know that Bringing Out The Dead is
very much alive with the Scorsese spirit.

*  *  *  *  *
Bringing Out The Dead, rated R,

is a Paramount Pictures release di-
rected by Martin Scorsese and stars
Patricia Arquette, Nicolas Cage and
Ving Rhames. Running time: 115 min-
utes.
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WESTFIELD – John Schweska of
Westfield will produce and perform in
a New York City cabaret show en-
titled, Love and Other Things, with
Berkeley Heights resident and
vocalist, Rob
Duffy, and guest
singer, Joanne
Guida of Cranford.

The cabaret will
be performed on
Sunday afternoons,
November 7, 14 and
21, at 3 p.m. at Don’t
Tell Mama, 343 West
46th Street, New York
City. For reservations,
please call (212) 757-
0788 after 4 p.m.

Mr. Schweska, a lyric
baritone, has been sing-
ing cabaret for over 10
years. He performed in
the Wizard of Oz as the Tinman at the

Cranford Dramatic Club and in Ro-
mance, Romance as “Alfred” at the
Westfield Community Players (WCP).

Mr. Duffy performed in
Godspell at the Fourth Wall in
Morristown. He has partici-
pated in several staged con-
certs at the Paper Mill Play-
house and will soon be heard
on the concept album for
the new musical, A Tale of
Two Cities.

Ms. Guida has sung and
acted in several local the-
aters in various roles and
last played with Mr.
Schweska as his wife,
Monica, in Romance,
Romance at WCP. She
will perform two spe-
cial solos in the show

and join in the finale and
encore in a trio performance.
Pictured above: John Schweska

F A S H I O N A B L E
AWARD…Chairperson of the Cen-
ter For Hope Hospice Auxiliary,
Roberta Wegryn of Westfield,
helped to coordinate the facility’s
“Get Away in Style” fashion show
held in early October. Fashions
included the latest styles and fab-
rics of the season, jewelry and
furs. Over 420 women attended
the show. Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Dunn
of Westfield, won the Grand Prize
– a nine day, seven night trip to
Ireland, including airfare, five
nights at the Castleroy Park Hotel
in Limmerick, two nights at
Ashford Castle in Cong and a rental
car. All proceeds benefited the
hospice organization.

MURRAY HILL – New Jersey’s
Youth Symphony (NJYS) will in-
clude several young musicians from
Westfield, Mountainside and
Fanwood, in a concert with Mae-
stro Adrian Bryttan on Sunday, No-
vember 7, at 3 p.m. at John Harms
Theater in Englewood. Ukrainian
soprano, Lyubov Shchybchyk will
be the featured soloist.

The concert will be repeated
on Tuesday, November 16, at 8
p.m. at Seton Hall University as
part of the Dean’s Concert series,

“International Music Festival.”
The local musicians include:

Andy Bhasin, Emily Chen, Rob-
ert Hwang, David Louie, Victoria
McCabe, Diane Park, Rosemary
Topar, Margaret Wei and Chris-
tina Yang, all of Westfield; Kristin
Joham and Emily Porch of
Mountainside; and Kaliq Chang
and Jeffrey Woo of Fanwood.

Admission for the concerts is
$10 and $5. For further informa-
tion, please call the NJYS, Inc.
office at (908) 771-5544.
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WESTFIELD – The Rake & Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield will present
a Flower Design Lecture on Wednes-
day, November 10, at 12:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Y.

Kay Cross, owner of Flowers Natu-
rally of Westfield, will demonstrate
examples and techniques for creating
holiday flower arrangements.

Ms. Cross’ designs and techniques
are known for their creativity and
uniqueness, according to Karen
Goman of the Rake & Hoe Club. The

designer encourages the use of greens
from home gardens and uses an eco-
nomical approach to arranging.

She has been a member of the Rake
& Hoe Garden Club since 1980. Ms.
Cross is also a Master Flower Show
Judge of the National Council of Gar-
den Clubs and the District Director at
Large for the Garden Club of New
Jersey, Inc.

To attend the meeting, please call
Membership Chairwoman, Karen
Fowler, at (908) 654-2748.
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CLARK – The Gran Centurion
Twig of Rahway Hospital will hold
its “Kick-Off Into Fashion” show on
Tuesday, November 9, at 7 p.m. at
the Gran Centurions, 440 Madison
Hill Road, Clark.

Fashions from B.J.’s Dressing
Room in Scotch Plains will be mod-
eled by Twig members, featuring
petites to large sizes of women’s
apparel and accessories.

Members of the Key Club of Arthur
L. Johnson High School have volun-
teered to aid Twig members with
the show.

All proceeds will benefit the
Rahway Hospital Nursing Scholar-
ship Program. The Twigs have
awarded Nursing Scholarships over
the past 30 years.

For tickets or more information,

Morris Museum Shop
To Hold Special Sale

MORRISTOWN – The Morris
Museum in Morristown will hold a
sale, with 20 to 50 percent off
selected regular merchandise, on
Saturday, November 6, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The shop features American-
made glass, ceramics, pottery, jew-
elry, note cards, rocks and miner-
als, replicas of antique toys,
children’s toys and books and fes-
tive holiday items.

For more information, please call
(973) 538-0454, Extension No. 233.
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MOUNTAINSIDE ARTIST…The Westfield Art Gallery, East Broad
Street, Westfield will feature the works of Mountainside artist,
Cynthia Smith Weiss, in an exhibition entitled, “New Landscapes”
from Sunday, November 7, to Friday, December 10. An opening
reception will be held on November 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. Admission
is free. Pictured above, is “Blue Silo” by Ms. Weiss.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Gallery, East Broad Street, Westfield
will feature the works of Cynthia
Smith Weiss in an exhibition entitled,
“New Landscapes” from Sunday, No-
vember 7, to Friday, December 10.

An opening reception will be held
on November 7 from 2 to 4 p.m.
Admission is free.

Ms. Weiss, a resident of Mountainside
for over 25 years, has developed
studies and paintings of her family
farm over the past two years.

She has recently exhibited at the
Donald B. Palmer Museum at the
Springfield Public Library, Printmaking
Council of New Jersey, Connecticut
Graphic Arts Center and International
Miniature Print Exhibition, 1999. Her
artistry has also been featured at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts,
Phoenix Gallery in New York, Noyes
Museum in Oceanville and by Orion
Editions in New York, among others.

Theresa’s Restaurant and the Mojave
Grille in Westfield also showcase her

work.
For more information, please call

(908) 789-9696 or visit the office in
downtown Westfield.

QUILTING SHOWCASE…Thirteen stellar quilts by Scotch Plains resident
Jan Clare Viehman, will be presented in an exhibition entitled, “The
Twelve Poinsettias of Christmas” at the Playhouse in Summit from
Friday, November 5, to Saturday, November 20, during the fall produc-
tion of Arsenic and Old Lace. Each quilt is named for the traditional
block upon which its design is based. She will also participate in a State
Quilt Show from November 5 to Sunday, November 7 in Edison. For
more information, please call (908) 273-2192.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – An exhibi-
tion featuring the oil, pencil and
charcoal works of local New Jersey
artists will be featured throughout
November at the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside.

The exhibition is open to the

public, free of charge, from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., daily. Visitors are
requested to enter the hospital
through the ambulance entry.

The artists’ works are for sale. A
portion of the sale proceeds will
benefit the hospital.

Holiday Craft Fair
Planned at Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCTVS) will hold their
eighth annual Holiday Craft Fair
on Saturday, No-
vember 6, from
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on the Raritan
Road Campus.

Crafters from
New Jersey and other states will
feature their wares.

All proceeds will benefit deserv-
ing UCVTS students.

Admission is free. Raffles and
other specialties will be featured.
Refreshments will be available.

�Silver Snowflake� Sale
On Tap This Saturday
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Three one-
act comedies will be presented by
the Fine Arts Department at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains tomorrow, Friday, Novem-
ber 5, at 8 p.m.

The first play, Nobody Sleeps, by
Guernsey Le Pelley, is a farce about
a family with odd habits. Student
cast members will include Scott
Meurer, Cori Cassidy, Sarah
Whalen, Nicole Manziano and
Tracey Sheehy.

The Lovesick Computer, by Will-
iam Thomas Crow, is the second
play of the evening. This is an
unusual play which asks the ques-
tion “Can computers fall in love?”

John Opilac, Leah Hilliard, Zeena
Koda, Catherine Bailey, Janelle
Henderson, DiJaun Brown, Rob
Gegner, Sarah Mugavero, Alan Aine
and Rebecca Babicz will perform
this selection.

Stephen Gregg’s This is a Test
will be the final presentation of
the evening. This play will be
presented by Jacob Reviriego, Sa-
rah Mugavero, Nicole Manziano,
Rick Flynn, Jean McLoughlin,
DiJaun Brown, Rob Gegner, Alan
Aine, Catherine Bailey, Jacqueline
Klutkowski, Stephanie Massaro
and Carolyn Fenmore.

Tickets are $3 and may be pur-
chased at the door.

please call Kaye Guarino at (732)
381-2008.

WESTFIELD — The Pres-
byterian Women of The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield will hold the an-
nual “Silver Snowflake”
Christmas Sale on Satur-
day, November 6, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the As-
sembly Hall of the church.

The sale features hand-
made items, including or-
naments, quil ts, baked
goods, stocking stuffers,
baby items and more. A va-
riety of items provided by
international organizations
that help support artisans
from economically disad-
vantaged regions of the
world also will be available
for purchase.

Patrons can enjoy a light
lunch or coffee at the Snow-
flake Cafe.

For additional informa-
tion, please call the church
office at (908)-233-0301.
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C.T. Ward to Exhibit
Photographic Work

At Philadelphia Museum
WESTFIELD – C.T. Ward, a resi-

dent of San Mateo, Calif. and the
son of Westfield resident Helen
Klein Ward, is currently exhibiting
a selection of photographic works
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art
through Sunday, November 14.

Mr. Ward’s photographs reflect
his emphasis on composition and
design, with a focus on stark and
artistic images.

The exhibition, “Art Beyond
Sight,” showcases 72 paintings,
drawings, photographs, sculpture
and crafts created by 55 artists
from around the country.

Sunday, November 7 - 10:30 a.m.

SERVICE IN HONOR OF ALL SAINTS

music will include
REQUIEM by Gabriel Faur é

and works by
Arthur Honegger & John Tavener

The Chancel Choir
Soloists, Harp & Organ

No tickets required - All are welcome

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN WESTFIELD
140 Mountain Avenue


