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Area Residents Voice Opposition to More
Parking at Tamaques During Open Forum

By LILLIAN DUGGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At an open forum meeting held on
June 9, Westfield residents came be-
fore the Town Council�s Public Works
Committee to voice their concerns
over a proposed plan to increase the
number of parking spaces in
Tamaques Park.

Many in attendance expressed re-
gret over the lack of a formal study on
the part of the Council to determine
whether or not additional parking is
needed in Tamaques, and, if more
spaces are necessary, how many
spaces should be added.

Residents also suggested adding a

parking lot behind the basketball
courts as an alternative to the exist-
ing plan, and spoke in favor of a
proposal to study whether Board of
Education fields can be used to alle-
viate usage of Tamaques fields by
area sports leagues.

According to Town Engineer Ken-
neth B. Marsh, the parking plan
would increase the number of spaces
on the perimeter of the park oval by
about 80. Sixteen new spaces and
several handicapped spaces would be
added by means of re-striping three
existing lots.

Three new lots would add about 70
spaces. There are 84 existing spaces

outside the perimeter.
Margaret Allen of Dickson Drive,

a roadway which leads into the park,
was the first to raise questions about
how the council determined the num-
ber of spaces to add.

She said it was �puzzling to under-
stand why 80 spaces were needed.�
In response to Mrs. Allen�s com-
ments, Mr. Marsh said �no formal
study� was done before plans for
adding spaces were devised.

He added that the goal of the coun-
cil was to �maximize parking with
limited clearing.� Several other resi-
dents in attendance expressed the
same concern as Mrs. Allen. Among
them was Dickson Drive resident
Michael Ancona.

Mr. Ancona began his address of
the Public Works Committee stating,
�Glaringly, the lack of a study begs
the question �Why do we need these
spaces?��

Mrs. Allen, Robert Mill of Village
Green, and Monica Felsing of
Dickson Drive, all suggested that if
additional spaces are needed at
Tamaques, they be placed behind the
basketball courts.

According to Third Ward Council-
man and Chairman of the Public
Works Committee John J. Walsh,
security and the possibility that the
area is classified as wetlands may
make it an inappropriate location for
a parking lot. Mr. Walsh said the area
is blocked from the view of the rest of
the park.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Walsh
mentioned a proposal that the Board
of Education combine efforts with
the Recreation Commission to con-
duct a study of field utilization in
order to �get a clear look� at whether
Board of Education fields can be
used to reduce the burden placed by
sports leagues on Tamaques.

Several Westfield residents who

attended the open forum meeting
indicated that this would help to solve
the parking problem at Tamaques.

Kevin Anderson of Village Green
read to the committee a letter from
the New England Village Tamaques
Park Association, which is comprised
of residents from the area surround-
ing Tamaques.

The letter stated, �We believe that
better scheduling of sporting events
in the park and among the town�s
other facilities could eliminate the
current overflow of cars. We strongly
believe this is the best solution for
maintaining the long-term quality of
the park.�

Carol Molnar, Chairwoman of the
Board of Education Liaison Com-
mittee to the Town Council, told The
Westfield Leader that plans are un-
derway for the business administra-
tor of the Board of Education to meet
with members of the Recreation Com-
mission �within the next couple of
weeks.�

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janice
Fried Weinstein, a member of the
Public Works Committee told The
Westfield Leader that she and four
other council members met at
Tamaques recently to survey the park-
ing situation.

During the walk-through, Coun-
cilwoman Weinstein said she �con-
vinced� the other members to �thor-
oughly exhaust the field scheduling
issue.�

Mr. Ancona, a business professor
at Rutgers University, offered the
consulting services of his master of
business administration students to
assist in resolving the field usage
issue.

Ms. Felsing suggested that
Westfield High School students �take
on a project to use computers to come
up with a master plan� for field us-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield High Seniors Gear Up
For Graduation on Father�s Day
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As Westfield High School (WHS)
seniors lay out their caps and gowns,
inscribe yearbooks, and look ahead
to college courses, there is still com-
mencement exercises to attend on
Father�s Day, June 20, where Assem-
blyman Richard H. Bagger is sched-
uled to address the Class of 1999, the
last class of the 20th century.

�I am genuinely thrilled to have
the opportunity� Assemblyman Bag-
ger told The Westfield Leader when
asked about his role as guest speaker
at the ceremony.

The 1978 graduate of WHS said
that it �doesn�t seem that long ago�
that he was seated in cap and gown at
his own graduation. He added that he
hopes to compose a five- to six-minute
speech that will contain nuggets of
valuable advice for the graduates.

His first piece of counsel will be,
�encouraging the graduate to get in-
volved in the community in some
way in the world outside of academic
and career pursuits.�

�The excitement of serendipity�
will be the second theme of the speech
yet to be composed by the Assembly-
man and former Mayor of Westfield.

�Some of the most interesting op-
portunities in life are the ones that
come by surprise or by accident,�
revealed Mr. Bagger.

Noting that events in a graduates
life may not always arise from the
�best laid plans,� he urges the stu-

dents to �be open to noticing when
these chances arise� and taking ad-
vantage of them.

�Everything at Westfield High
School was excellent,� Assembly-
man Bagger reflected. �Excellence
was the pursuit in all endeavors.� He
cited the wealth of activities, state
championship teams, and music and
drama programs as valuable oppor-
tunities offered at WHS.

�I grew up in a matter of seconds,�
reflected Alexis Jemal, WHS Stu-
dent Council President who will be
delivering a graduation speech to
peers and parents at the ceremony.

�I�m not going to give advice. Who
am I to give advice?� Alexis told The

Westfield Leader. Instead, the soon-
to-be freshman at Rutgers
University�s Douglass College, will
pay tribute to her class which she
believes holds �diverse talent.�

What is unique about the Class of
1999 at Westfield High School? Ac-
cording to Alexis, it is �overflowing
with ambitious people.� She stated
with admiration that her fellow class-
mates love to dance, sing, and are
career-minded and multi-talented.

�They�re very energized. They�re
into a lot,� she noted.

�Now is always the time,� will be
the theme and vital piece of advice
that Alexis will dispense to her friends

GARDEN FRESH�The Westfield Farmers Market will open on Thursday,
June 24, and is being sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
Pictured, above, shoppers select fresh produce at the market. Please see related
story on Page 9.

Zoning Board Opts to Postpone Vote on Community Ctr.
Application to Construct Child Care, Adult Care Facility

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because only five members of the
Westfield Board of Adjustment were
able to vote on Monday evening, a
decision on use variances sought by
the Westfield Community Center
(WCC) to build a day care and adult
care facility was carried over until
the board�s next meeting on Monday,
July 12.

�We need five positive votes to
approve our applications,� stated

Donnell Carr, a member of the WCC
Board of Directors. �We decided,
however, to wait until all seven mem-
bers who originally heard our testi-
mony are present at a meeting, so
that we have a better chance of attain-
ing our use variances.�

The WCC is seeking a number of
variances including front and rear
yard set backs and on-site parking.
If these are approved, the board
would also decide whether or not to
grant site plan approval for the

architectural plans for the build-
ing.

Last month, seven of the board�s
nine members heard testimony from
expert witnesses regarding the ex-
pansion of the current WCC facility,
located at 558 West Broad Street.
The center hopes to offer child care
as well as an expanded adult medical
day care program across the street at
Palsted Avenue and West Broad
Street.

According to members of the Board
of Adjustment, a use variance must
be attained for this annex building, to
be located at the corner of Palsted
Avenue and West Broad Street, be-
cause the area is zoned for residential
use.

The case was held over from the
board�s May meeting until Monday
night at the request of board member
Henry Kelly, who asked the annex
building�s architects to submit a more
�detailed� rendering.

Westfield-based architect Robert
Algarin, working with Albert
Schleifer, another architect in town,
submitted a full color, more detailed
drawing of the proposed annex build-

Courtesy of Robert Algarin for The Westfield Leader
PROPOSED DAY CARE CENTER � The above is an artist rendering of the
proposed day care and adult care center sought by the Westfield Community
Center. A vote by the Westfield Board of Adjustment has been delayed until July
at the earliest.

ing at Monday�s session.
Board Attorney Robert Cockren

suggested that before the next meet-
ing, attorney Westfield-based James
Flynn, who is representing the Com-
munity Center, should call the board�s
office first to make sure all seven
members who originally heard the
case in May are scheduled to be in
attendance, before bringing in com-
munity members.

WCC representatives supporting
the proposed building included Ex-
ecutive Director Ernestine Howell,

as well as members of the center�s
Board of Directors. They were in
attendance at the May meeting as
well as the one earlier this week.

According to the architects, the
new, two-story building will be able
to accommodate 60 children attend-
ing day care, as well as serve an ever-
increasing population of elderly
people who also need care.

If approved, the next step, accord-
ing to Ms. Howell, �is to launch a
$1.3 million campaign to raise the
needed funds for the project.�

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

WNC DAY IN WESTFIELD...In anticipation of the second annual Westfield Neighborhood Council street fair this
Saturday, June 19, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim issued a proclamation recognizing WNC�s 30th anniversary and the fair by
proclaiming Saturday as Neighborhood Council Day in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Mary Enhard, Treasurer
of the WNC Board of Trustees; Mary Withers, Vice Chairman of the WNC Trustees; Harold Cohen, WNC Trustees
President; Mayor Jardim; Ezella Johnson, WNC Executive Director; Jeanne Attenborough, Janet Turner and Claire
Lazarowitz, all WNC Trustees, and Harold Sarvetnick, Fair Chairman. Please see a story on Page 12.
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Westfield Police Sergeant Injured in Crash
At Intersection of Boulevard and West Grove

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An off-duty Westfield police ser-
geant critically injured in a traffic
accident Monday has been upgraded
to fair condition and was to be trans-
ferred yesterday to an intermediate
care unit at University Hospital in
Newark, hospital spokesman Roger
Ramsey confirmed.

Patrol Sergeant Patrick C. Gray,
46, a resident of Elizabeth, was ad-
mitted to the hospital�s Surgical
Trauma Intensive Care Unit after the
accident at Boulevard and West Grove
Street, which occurred at 5:10 p.m.
and involved two vehicles and a bi-
cycle, authorities said.

Sergeant Gray, a 22-year member
of the Westfield force, was driving
northbound on Boulevard when his
red 1988 Ford truck collided with a
black 1997 Pontiac Grand Prix driven
by Cristobal Angulo, Jr., 17, of Union,

which was traveling westbound on
West Grove. The driver of the Pontiac
was not injured, authorities said.

According to Captain Bernard
Tracy of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment, Sergeant Gray�s vehicle flip ed
onto its side in the collision. Captain
Tracy said the momentum caused the
Grand Prix to push the Ford into the
telephone pole.

He added that as the accident un-
folded, the Grand Prix struck a bicy-
clist who was also traveling west-
bound on Grove Street. The bicyclist,
identified as 15-year-old Gregory
Morrison of Westfield, suffered mi-
nor injuries.

One of two passengers in the Grand
Prix, 17-year-old David Sangster of
Union, sustained a cut lip in the
accident, police said. The other pas-
senger was uninjured.

Sergeant Gray, who was alone in his

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Optimist Club Awards Presented;
Staff Evaluation Reviewed by BOE

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Walter Buda and Lynne Gerber
stood proudly as Westfield Board of
Education President Darielle Walsh
presented them separately with the
Optimist Club Award for Outstand-
ing Intermediate School Teaching
and a board resolution at the onset of
the board�s regular meeting on Tues-
day.

The award, which was established
last year, is presented annually to one

teacher from Edison Intermediate
School and another teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching at
the intermediate school level.

The Social Studies Supervisor for
both intermediate schools, Mr. Buda
will retire from his position in July
after serving the school district for 31
years.

Teachers, parents and peers have
credited Mr. Buda�s �individualized
attention, creativity, and enthusiasm�

as reasons for nominating him for
the commendation.

Roosevelt School Principal Ken
Shulack noted, �Both nominees live
the mission statement of this dis-
trict.� He added that even before the
statement was ever composed, Mr.
Buda and Mrs. Gerber were institut-

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

UNDER INVESTIGATION...Police conduct their investigation at the scene of
Monday�s serious traffic accident at Boulevard and West Grove Street. A
Westfield Police Sergeant was critically injured in the accident, which is under
investigation by the New Jersey State Police. Sergeant Patrick Gray�s 1998 Ford
Truck, shown here, flipped over on its side after it collided with a 1997 Grand
Prix driven by Cristobal Angulo, Jr., 17, of Union.
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WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER
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MONDAY, JUNE 7
• Two hundred block of

Cowperthwaite Place - system malfunc-
tion.

• Seven hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue - structure fire.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street - mulch fire.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street - odor investigation.

• One hundred block of Carol Road -
electrical short.

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
• Two hundred block of Linden Av-

enue - smoke odor investigation.
• Seven hundred block of Boulevard -

power line down.
• Eight hundred block of Rahway

Avenue - system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of North Chest-

nut Street - propane tank leak.
• Six hundred block of Elm Street -

smoke odor investigation.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9

• Six hundred block of Central Av-
enue - water condition.

• Five hundred block of Alden Av-
enue - gas grill fire.

THURSDAY, JUNE 10
• Trumbull Street and Third Street,

Elizabeth - mutual aid call.
• One hundred block of Prospect

Street - mulch fire.
• Chestnut Street, Roselle - mutual

aid call.
• South Avenue and Central Avenue

- auto accident.
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

- system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Pine Court -

unintentional alarm.
• Two hundred block of Hazel Av-

enue - oil burner malfunction.
• Chestnut Street Roselle - mutual

aid.
FRIDAY, JUNE 11

• Three hundred block of Benson
Place - system malfunction.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street - system malfunction.

• Three hundred block of North Av-
enue, West - mulch fire.

• One hundred block of Elm Street -
antifreeze spill on roadway.

• Three hundred block of Linden Av-
enue - system malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Ramapo Way
- unintentional alarm.

• Two hundred block of Windsor
Avenue - system malfunction.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
• Three hundred block of South Av-

enue, East - unintentional alarm.
• Seven hundred block of Central

Avenue - electrical odor investigation.
SUNDAY, JUNE 13

• Seven hundred block of Glen Avenue
- carbon monoxide sdetector activation.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

age.
The New England Association letter

also expressed its support of using gravel
to expand existing lots as a temporary
measure, �until it can be determined that
better scheduling has indeed resolved
the parking situation.�

Robert Eckman of Carleton Road in-
troduced the potential resolution of es-
tablishing a self-contained parking area
that is accessible only from an exterior
road, such as Lamberts Mill Road. He
questioned the safety of adding more
spaces, and thereby increasing traffic,
around the perimeter of the park.

Mr. Marsh responded that such a park-
ing area �was never considered as an
option.� He also mentioned that Lam-
berts Mill Road is a county road rather
than a town thoroughfare.

Larry Graf of Bayberry Lane expressed
objection to a parking lot accessible by
Lamberts Mill. He mentioned that sev-
eral traffic accidents involving pedestri-
ans have occurred recently at the curve in
that road along the edge of the park.

Mr. Graf also suggested that the usage
of Tamaques by non-residents be sur-
veyed and possibly restricted.

Mr. Mill expressed his feeling that

speeding cars is more of a problem
than the number of people crossing
the oval.

At the start of the meeting, Council-
man Walsh requested that speakers main-
tain a �civil discourse,� in light of the
controversy, at times heated, surround-
ing the issue. In asking that no attacks or
partisan politics be part of the meeting,
Councilman Walsh said, �Tell us what
we�ve missed. Tell us the facts.�

Councilman Walsh said he hoped the
matter would be discussed at last night�s
council work session meeting.

�I do think we need to come to some
sort of closure on this (additional parking
spaces),� he said, indicating that regard-
less of the meeting with school board
members, a solution needs to come forth
to alleviate pressure on Tamaques.

If the council opts for more spaces,  the
goverening body would have issue a direc-
tive to Mr. Marsh  to go out to bid for the
project, according to Town Administrator
Edward A. Gottko. Than the council would
award that contract by a resolution.

  The original contractor has been au-
thorized to move on to various paving
projects around town while the issue of
Tamaques parking was resolved.

Opposition to More Parking
At Tamaques Heard at Forum

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that afternoon. She confided that although
the climate of the �real world� demands
more of students today than in past years,
�Each year it gets tougher. We (the stu-
dents) adapt to our environment.�

As Alexis anticipates pursuing her
individualized double major of medi-
cal anthropology and social philoso-
phy at Douglass, she said that she has
realized how quickly time has passed
in her life. She believes that through
making the tough decisions, learning
responsibility and how to manage time,
she has discovered her own sense of
self which she plans to carry with her
to college.

While she is soon to be surrounded by
students from other high schools, Alexis
stated that she will always be grateful for
her Westfield High School experience.
She noted that she has benefited from
opportunities provided by recommenda-
tions from WHS Principal Dr. Robert G.
Petix and other teachers who took the
time to believe in her.

�It has been a school environment that
really cares and is involved� in the lives
of its students, Alexis concluded.

Prior to penning his graduation ad-
dress, Dr. Petix told The Westfield Leader
that the Class of 1999 has been �an
excellent role model for the underclass-

High School Seniors Prepare
to Graduate on Father�s Day

men� at WHS.
�They embraced national issues in a

mature, intelligent and very sophisti-
cated manner,� Dr. Petix stated. �They
set a marvelous tone for the school.�

He called guest speaker Assembly-
man Bagger an ideal representative of
the Westfield community.

The assemblyman is �one of the finest
(WHS) graduates,� according to Dr. Petix.

He noted his genuine concern for the
town and his pride in being a father.

�That is what makes his speaking on
Father�s Day ideal,� Dr. Petix stated.
�And, he is a perfect match for this
particular year.�

Although discussion has arisen from
graduation being held on Father�s Day,
Dr. Petix reported that he has received
favorable feedback regarding the sched-
uling.

He concluded that he aims to continue
the tradition of holding commencement
exercises during the week in future years.
But, all in all, the Principal believes that
this Father�s Day/Graduation arrange-
ment will make the event unique.

WHS students will be provided with
an alcohol-free alternative to parties via
Bash �99 which will be held on gradua-
tion evening at the Ricochet Racket Club
in South Plainfield.

The Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is EasyThe Solution Is Easy

GrGrGrGrGraduates mayaduates mayaduates mayaduates mayaduates may
be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,be off to college,
 but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t but they don�t
havhavhavhavhave to leave to leave to leave to leave to leaveeeee
home behind.home behind.home behind.home behind.home behind.
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� No More Dialing � Internet Using TV Cable
� No More Busy Signals � Instantaneous Connection
� No More Phone Lines � 3 E-Mail Addresses

MONDAY, JUNE 7
• A local dry cleaning business re-

ported the theft of $125, according to
police.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9
• Approximately $20 in coins and

bills, along with a Pioneer stereo, were
reported stolen from a motor vehicle
parked on Benson Place, authorities said.
The total value of the missing items was
$220.

• A South Plainfield resident reported
the theft of a cellular telephone from the
front seat of his vehicle, which was parked
at Trinity Place and First Street.

• Police reported that two adjacent
condominium complexes in the 200 block
of Prospect Street were defaced with
black spray paint. The targeted areas
included the front doors of one building
and the outdoor seating area of the other.

• Anthony Adams, 22, of Newark was
arrested and charged with theft by de-
ception and forgery. Police said Adams
allegedly cashed three checks unlaw-
fully from a local restaurant, for a total of
$747. Bail was set at $1,500.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11
• Richard Turner, 60, of Westfield

was arrested at Elm Street and East Dudley
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated, according to police. He was
released on his own recognizance.

• Police reported that someone used a
sharp object to scratch the word �Jones�
into the hood of a vehicle which was
parked in a municipal lot on Elm Street.

• An Alden Avenue resident reported
that a chandelier valued at $25,000 was
removed from her garage.

• A local resident reported that he
was punched in the face by a male sus-
pect with whom he was having a verbal

dispute in a park at Cacciola Place and
South Avenue.

Police said the victim, who sustained
a gash on his lip, was transported to
Rahway Hospital, where he was treated
and released. There was no further de-
scription on the suspect at this time.

• A Scotch Plains resident reported
that he was grabbed around the neck in
the south side Westfield Train Station
lot by another man with whom he was
having a dispute. The incident appar-
ently began a short time earlier while
both were driving along Summit Av-
enue.

Both the suspect and the victim left
the scene after the alleged assault took
place. The victim, who was not injured,
subsequently reported the incident to
police.

SUNDAY, JUNE 13
• A Cumberland Street resident re-

ported the theft of a car bumper cover.
• A Lenox Avenue resident reported

that an unknown individual or persons
placed nails under the front tires of his
vehicle.

• A resident of Ardsleigh Drive said
that unknown persons broke the rear
window of her 1997 Chrysler while it
was parked on the street where she lives.

• A Cacciola Place resident reported
the theft of a watch valued at approxi-
mately $1,500 from a Windsor Avenue
Park.

• A Scotch Plains resident reported
that her vehicle was damaged while it
was parked at Fairview Cemetery on
East Broad Street.

MONDAY, JUNE 14
• A Cacciola Place resident told po-

lice that two tires on his vehicle were
punctured.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Optimist Awards Granted;
Staff Evaluations Reviewed

Police Sergeant Injured
In Crash at Intersection

Cacciola Street Fair
Marks 30th Anniversary
Of Neighborhood Council

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Celebrating its 30th anniversary,
the Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) will hold a Street Fair on
Cacciola Place at Central Avenue
this Saturday, June 19, from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. The rain date is set for
Saturday, June 26.

The WNC has been in operation
since 1969 as a community-based
social services organization.

Executive Director Ezella Johnson
said that the second annual Street
Fair is not only a celebration of the
WNC�s 30th anniversary, but also a
fundraiser to support �the ongoing
programs that benefit the commu-
nity.�

She noted that the group is sup-
ported by six part-time staff persons
who �are energetic and supportive of
the WNC� and by countless volun-
teers, including area residents, com-
munity churches and high school
students.

Ms. Johnson added that-the group�s
Board of Trustees, headed by Harold
A. Cohen, were also vital in the
success of their programs.

The Street Fair will feature rides,
games, food and vendors as well as
an assortment of multi-ethnic and
multi-cultural entertainment.

Performances will include the
Children�s and Men�s choir from
Bethel Baptist Church, Westfield; the

Angelic Choir from St. Luke�s Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church,
Westfield; the Mount Zion Baptist
Church Youth Choir, Edison; St.
John�s Baptist Church Men�s Choir,
Scotch Plains; the Westfield Barber-
shop Quartet; the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts Jazz Band; the New
Generation Choir from the Plinton
and Curry Funeral Home, Westfield;
the Bethel Baptist Church Dancers,
and the Moon and the Star Dance
Troupe, Jackson.

Also performing are the Family
Rhythm and Blues Band, which per-
forms at Crossroads in Garwood; Mr.
Chun�s Black Belt Academy, Scotch
Plains; the Children�s Choir of the
Metropolitan Baptist Church, Scotch
Plains; the First Baptist Church of
Linden�s Gospel Choir; the Parkside
Drill Team of Somerset and Disc
Jockey Boo of Roselle.

As part of the opening ceremony,
the Reverend Kevin Clark, of Bethel
Baptist Church, will deliver the in-
vocation.

During the fair, guests and resi-
dents are invited to come into the
WNC�s building, which is located at
127 Cacciola Place, to see highlights
of the organization�s achievements
over the last three decades.

Currently, there are five major pro-
grams provided by the center.

These include: The Students Tuto-
rial Enrichment Program, which pro-
vides an after-school enrichment and
tutoring program to Westfield stu-
dents ages 6 to 12; The Neighbor-
hood Gathering Program, which pro-
vides a place for adults to get to-
gether, read the paper or talk about
current events every Wednesday and
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (ex-
cluding the summer); A Bridge Club,
which plays Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 1 to 3 p.m.; a mah jongg
group that gets together on Mondays
from 1 to 3 p.m.. and The Summer
Recreation Program, which is of-
fered in conjunction with the West-
field Recreation Commission, and
provides games and projects to West-
field children from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
during the weeks of June 28 to Au-
gust 20.

School District Employees
Honored at Annual Gala

Thirty Westfield Public School
staff members were honored by the
Westfield Board of Education and
colleagues at the 12th annual Gala
for school employees held on June
10 at The Westwood in Garwood.

The annual event brings staff
members together to honor retirees,
people with 25 years of service and
those resigning after 10 years of
employment.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley and Westfield
Education Association President
Michael Seiler thanked the hon-
orees for their dedication and ser-
vice to the Westfield Public
Schools.

Board of Education Darielle
Walsh and Vice President Arlene
Gardner presented tokens of appre-
ciation to the guests of honor, who
included:

• 1998-1999 Retirees:
Michael Barba, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School; Gaile Boothe,
Westfield High School; Arlene
Borges, Jefferson Elementary
School; Walter Buda, Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools;
Joseph Francaviglia, Maintenance;
Janet Gibson, Franklin Elemen-
tary School; Eileen Kirschner, Sub-
stitute; Beverly Landon, Human

Resources; Anthony Libretti,
Edison and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools; John Oshust,
Westfield High School; Connie
Odell, Washington Elementary
School; Blanche Perlman, Spe-
cial Services; Paul Roy, Westfield
High School; Grace Salomon,
McKinley Elementary School;
John Scafaria, Westfield High
School; Arthur Silveira, Westfield
High School.

• 1998-1999 Employees
Honored for 25 Years of Service:
Gregory Bremus, Westfield High
School; Robert Brewster, Westfield
High School; Shaun Cherewich,
Westfield High School; Karen
Goller, Westfield High School; Elsa
Hahn, Franklin School; Donna
Hornish, Westfield High School;
Karin Ninesling, Westfield High
School; Linda Pastir, Westfield
High School; Bette Tuthill,
McKinley School.

• 1998-1999 Decade of Ser-
vice Resignations: Jeanette
Brannan, Westfield High School;
Janet Buda, Office of Instruction;
Jorge Concepcion, Wilson School;
Salvatore DeSimone, Tamaques
Elementary School; Margaret
Longo, Edison Intermediate
School.

vehicle, had to be extricated by Westfield
Fire Department personnel using the jaws
of life, Captain Tracy confirmed. Members
of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
police department and medics also re-
sponded to the scene, he said.

Captain Tracy said his colleague sus-
tained a fractured neck vertebrae, although
there was no apparent spinal cord damage.
He acknowledged that Sergeant Gray, who
had been unconscious, regained conscious-
ness Tuesday morning.

�He�s speaking, he�s communicating,�
Captain Tracy told The Westfield Leader
yesterday.

Mr. Ramsey noted that while Sergeant
Gray�s injuries were not life-threatening,
and he was alert, it was �too early� to tell
how long the officer would be in the hospital
or the anticipated length of his recovery
period.

He stated, however, that Sergeant Gray
was scheduled to be moved yesterday from
intensive care to the hospital�s Progressive
Care Unit, which he described as an inter-
mediate level between intensive and rou-
tine care.

Sergeant Gray, the father of two chil-
dren, had taken the day off to attend a
father-son event at Jefferson Elementary
School in Westfield. He was on his way to
a downtown Westfield restaurant to pick

up a pizza when the accident happened,
Captain Tracy confirmed.

The three people in the Grand Prix were
en route to play a baseball game against
Westfield High School students in a sum-
mer league when the accident occurred,
authorities said.

Detective Sergeant Carl V. Geis of the
Westfield Police Department�s Traffic
Safety Bureau said the teen-aged bicyclist
somehow managed to avoid the brunt of
the collision, adding that the bicycle itself
wound up underneath Sergeant Gray�s
overturned vehicle.

Sergeant Geis said Sergeant Gray, a popu-
lar officer who has been cited for heroism,
is well known not only in the local commu-
nity but throughout the state.

Westfield Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti
requested that the investigation into the
accident be conducted by State Police, rather
than his own department, to avoid any
semblance of impartiality, according to a
published report which was verified by the
Westfield Police Department.

Although stop signs are posted on Bou-
levard, authorities had not determined at
press time how the accident occurred or
how fast either of the drivers were travel-
ing. Captain Tracy said no summonses had
been issued in connection with the acci-
dent.

ing those goals and principles in their
classrooms.

Mr. Buda was surrounded by applause
as he rose to accept his award. He thanked
the school board and Optimist Club, the
bevy of well-wishers who came out to
support him, his students (past and present),
the staff and Parent Teacher Organization
at Edison and Edison Principal Dennis
Murphy and Mr. Shulack.

In recognizing his colleagues, Mr. Buda
stated, �This award could have gone to
anyone on that staff. This is a wonderful
conclusion to 31 years.�

A Spanish instructor at Roosevelt, Mrs.
Gerber had served the Hillsborough School
District for several years and holds 23 years
of experience as a foreign language teacher.
She has been educated and has taught
everywhere from Libya to a small Jesuit
school in Kansas, where she was the first
female instructor.

Mrs. Gerber was singled out for her
talent, articulation, and innovation in pre-
senting Spanish as a language and a cul-
ture. She has also been lauded for spear-
heading a collection for victims of a hurri-
cane that devastated the Carribean. She
collected $2,100, which was given to the
American Red Cross.

Mr. Shulack reported that when Mrs.
Gerber discovered she would receive the
award, she stated, �Why me? There are just
dozens of teachers in this building who
deserve this award.�

Two of Mrs. Gerber�s students told their
Spanish teacher during the presentation,
�You taught me everything I know.�

�You turned me on to Spanish,� stated
the other pupil.

Commending the school board and
Westfield residents, Mrs. Gerber stated that
there is �magic� in the town such as Westfield
where so much excellence has been achieved.
She also noted the rarity of a teacher being able
to retire �happily� after 31 years as her col-
league, Mr. Buda, will do.

�Our kids are going to make great differ-
ences,� she said. In addressing the board,
she concluded, �You�ve encouraged pro-
fessionalism and excellence. It�s not hap-
pening everywhere but you�ve maintained
it in this town.�

Turning to the Superintendent�s Re-
port, David Tuller, Director of Human
Resources and Chairman of the Joint Staff
Evaluation Committee (JSE), offered a
concise presentation on the process of
Staff Evaluations to board and audience
members.

The evaluation, which was referred to as
�the document,� has taken nearly 29 years
to refine since formal discussion between
the Westfield Education Association and
the school board began on the matter in
1970, according to JSE member and teacher
Richard Gange.

The process resulted in a clarification of
philosophy behind the evaluation, encourage-

ment of informal visits by a supervisor to a
teacher�s classroom, streamlined evaluation
forms, and improvement in readability.

The purpose of the informal visit, over-
all, is meant to be �relationship building� �
opening communication between supervi-
sor and teacher, and the visit should estab-
lish �mutual cooperation,� according to
Mr. Gange.

JSE Member Elizabeth Muller defined
the formal observation, which differs from
the informal visit, as a process of �collect-
ing data on the performance of a teaching
staff member�s assigned duties and respon-
sibilities.�

�The P.O.C. Cycle� has been termed as
the process for the evaluation of non-ten-
ured and tenured teachers. This process
involves a Pre-Conference which is fol-
lowed by a Formal Observation. A maxi-
mum period of two days stands between
those events.

Ten days after the Formal Observation, a
Post Conference between the teacher and
supervisor is held. This establishes open
discussion regarding the lesson observed by
the supervisor and the teacher�s overall per-
formance in the classroom.

Non-Classroom Performance is evalu-
ated, based on the teacher�s professional
growth and interpersonal relations. The
supervisor will also factor in teachers� con-
tributions to the educational environment
of the student as well as their efficiency in
administrative responsibilities, such as
record or grade keeping.

Classroom Performance is evaluated
based on how teachers plan and prepare
lessons, their methods of instruction, the
teacher/pupil relationship, and the observ-
able results in the students.

The teacher�s PIP or Professional Im-
provement Plan also plays a crucial role in
the evaluation. A teacher�s attendance at
inservice programs, workshops, conferences,
committee work, sabbaticals, and college or
university courses falls under this category.

Assistant Superintendent for Curricu-
lum and Instruction and JSE member Janie
P. Edmonds reported that an eight-page
roster of indicators for evaluation sets up
and clearly defines the expectations of a
teacher in the school district.

The 54 indicators boil down to two major
questions: Does the instruction make sense?
Does the instruction have meaning or rel-
evance to the student. If these two goals are
achieved, the teacher is essentially working
well to fulfill his or her expectations.

�So did that make sense and have mean-
ing?� mused Superintendent of Schools,
Dr. William J. Foley. He reported that the
school board will have the opportunity to
analyze the findings of the JSE and the
results thus far during its board retreat this
weekend.

Board Members Eileen Satkin and Vice
President Arlene Gardner called the evaluation
plan �enlightening� and �impressive.�

PLANTING PANSIES�Brownie Troop No. 498 and Daisy Troop No. 711 of
Wilson Elementary School in Westfield recently took time after school to help
beautiful the grounds. They planted pansies along the front garden in honor of
Juliette Low, the founder of the Girl Scouts. The teamwork of the kindergartners
and third graders is evident in the successful blooming of the flowers. Pictured
is Margot Tishberg preparing the soil for planting.


