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TOP PERFORMANCE…The Broadway Singers from the Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield, pictured above, recently received a superior rating as
they performed in the Trills and Thrills Music Festival in Hershey, Pennsylva-
nia. The music group is led by Kristine Smith-Morasso.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger
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Mixed BagMixed BagMixed BagMixed BagMixed Bag
Sixth Raritan Street Fair on

Sunday, June 27, from Noon to 6
p.m. on Somerset Street in
Raritan off Route 287 or Route
22 to 202/206 South. The
raindate will be July 4. For more
information, please call (908)
996-3036.

Three Great Comics -- a com-
edy performance will be held on
Saturday, June 19, at the
Watchung Arts Center at 8 p.m.

How to Master Change in Your
Life , written by Mary Carroll
Moore, will be the topic of a
workshop and discussion on
Thursday, June 24, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at Barnes & Noble in
Clark. The workshop will be
hosted by Eckankar of New Jer-
sey.

Two Pianos, Four Hands, an
Off-Broadway play with real-life
pianists and actors, will be per-
formed at the NJPAC today,
Thursday, June 17, and Friday,
June 18, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
June 19, and Sunday, June 20, at
both 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. For de-
tails and tickets, please call (888)
GO-NJPAC.

A Festival of Pan African
America will include a perfor-
mance by Babatunde Olatunji on
Friday, June 18, at 8 p.m.; and
Isaac Hayes on Sunday, June 20,
at 5 p.m. For tickets and details,
please call (888) GO-NJPAC.

Carmen will be performed by
the New Jersey State Opera today,
June 24, at 8 p.m. at the NJPAC.
For tickets, please call (888) GO-
NJPAC.

The Union County Summer Arts
Festival will host Vince Calabrese
who will perform Latin music on
Thursday, June 24, at 8 p.m. at
Friberger Park in Union; and the
Westfield Community Concert
Band on Thursdays, June 17 and
24, at 8 p.m. at Mindowaskin Park
in Westfield.

Rod Stewart will play the PNC
Bank Arts Center, in Holmdel  on
Friday, June 18; Brandy will per-
form on Sunday, June 20, and Seal
will take the stage on Wednesdsay,
June 23. For more information,
please call (732) 335-0400.

The Art and Craft of Bee-
keeping will be demonstrated
by Cathy Skove at Waterloo Vil-
lage in Stanhope on Saturday,
June 19, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information, please call
(973) 347-0900.

Straw Hat Making will be
demonstrated by Eileen O’Shea
on Sunday, June 20, from noon
to 4 p.m. at Waterloo Village in
Stanhope. For more information,
please call (973) 347-0900.

Treasure Island in North
Plainfield will feature: Stencil-
ing on Wood will be demon-
strated on Thursday, June 17,
from 7 to 8 p.m.; Kids Tissue
Flowers will be made on Satur-
day, June 19, from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m.; Floral Design will be dis-
cussed on Tuesday, June 22, from
6 to 7:30 p.m.; and Slate Paint-
ing will be demonstrated on
Thursday, June 24, from 7 to 8
p.m.  For more information,
please call (908) 753-3733.

Johnny Varro, jazz artist, will
perform at the Watchung Arts
Center on Friday, June 18, at 8
p.m.

Met in the Parks, featuring the
Metropolitan Opera, will be held
at Waterloo Village, in Stanhope
on Saturday, June 19, at 8 p.m.
For more information, please call
(973) 347-0900.

Afternoon Folk Music -- Blue-
grass will be performed at Wa-
terloo Village in Stanhope on Sun-
day, June 20, from 1 to 5 p.m. For
more information, please call
(973) 347-0900.

Bad Attitude will perform at
the Crossroads, in Garwood on
Thursday, June 17; Big Mike &
The Perpetrators will take the
stage on Friday, June 18, the Billy
Populus Band will play on Satur-
day, June 19, and Tapping the
Grey Sky, A Grateful Dead Trib-
ute, will perform on Thursday,
June 24. For more information,
please call (908) 232-5666.

Chef David Bowers will offer
a Cooking Demonstation and
signing of his book, “Bake It
Like A Man” on Thursday, June
17, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
Barnes & Noble in Clark.

A Poetry Reading will be held
at Barnes & Noble in Clark on
Tuesday, June 22, at 7:30 p.m.
The event will be hosted by The
Can of Corn Poets. Please bring
a non-perishable food item to
the event.

Instinct
A Tarzan With Tenure

2 ½ popcorns
Tarzan, reviewing this movie for

Cheetah, might summarize it thusly:
“Monkey.........good! Man.......bad!”
That’s it — the essence of Instinct, a
pretentious yet rather seductive bit of
popular anthropology that manages to
sum up the entire course of human
evolution in just a smidgen over two
hours.

Making the best of a screenplay by
Gerald DiPego (Message In a Bottle
and Phenomenon) that oozes with the
immediately gratifying oohs and ahs of
wholesale self-discovery, director John
Turteltaub skillfully takes these re-
cycled ruminations and democratically
hops from one scholastic discipline to
the next, making a major psychologi-
cal breakthrough here, positing a
groundbreaking primatological theory.

But while these instant revelations
aren’t exactly destined to set the aca-
demic world on fire, they are engag-
ingly experienced by an exemplary cast,
the likes of which you rarely see in a
movie of such otherwise mediocre pros-
pects.

Leading these thespians to the res-
cue is Sir Anthony Hopkins as Dr.
Ethan Powell, renegade scholar, con-
victed murderer, and the film’s resi-
dent wild man. Living among the go-
rillas until he was imprisoned for kill-
ing two African park rangers, the
former University of Miami professor
hasn’t spoken since his capture.

But the real crime is how easily he
manipulates us. While he’s not quite
Olivier, he’s certainly in the same
league.

Naturally, the mad scientist is very
complex. But in our well-seasoned,
movie-audience optimism, we suspect
that, beyond his murderous treachery,
this self-proclaimed missing link is
really the ultimate humanist that there
is a method to his anti-social madness.

Therefore, it only follows that he
must be unraveled by a bright and
innocent scholar; and, as it just so
happens, standing ready to evaluate
the anthropologist for the Federal au-
thorities in Miami when he is repatri-
ated from Rwanda to the United States,
and just perhaps pen a best-selling
book in the bargain, is Cuba Gooding,
Jr. as Dr. Theo Caulder.

Mr. Gooding is no slouch in the
acting department either, firming up
his reputation here by vaulting from
boisterous star athlete in Jerry
McGuire to contemplative physician.

The talented ingenue as philosophi-
cal conduit is not a new dramatic
mechanism in the deciphering of
Hopkins’ estimable array of danger-
ous and provocative eccentrics.
Gooding’s Theo Caulder is to Dr.
Ethan Powell as Jody Foster’s Clarice
Starling was to Hannibal Lecter (Si-
lence of the Lambs).

The chemistry between Hopkins and
Gooding is splendidly intriguing, pro-
viding for a captivating interaction that
often keeps things surprising, even
when the shopping cart of contrived
sub-plots manifests too transparent.

As writer DiPego has it, young Dr.
Caulder is going to have to pay for his
chance at Shrinkdom’s brass ring. The
overcrowded jail’s only other psychia-
trist, effectively portrayed by an over-
weight George Dzunda, is pitifully remi-
niscent of Gene Lockhart’s Louie, the
ship’s sad-sack doc in The Sea Wolf
(1941).

Hence, in order to have an exclusive
with the penitentiary’s most famous
inmate, the rules of derivative film-
making dictate that Gooding’s bright-
eyed and bushy-tailed psychiatrist
must also attend to the prison’s cre-
atively imagined assortment of loon-
ies. Not only do you get a meditation
on civilized versus primitive man, but
a prison picture as well.

It figures. Harmony Bay, the Florida
maximum security prison where Pro-
fessor Powell is transferred to, is a
stereotypical bedlam, a ready-pack-
aged argument for penal reform re-
plete with the most vile blackguard
(John Ashton) as its head turnkey.
Alas, add another sub-text to the do-
ings, because it looks like the time is
right for a young reformer — assum-
ing young Caulder dares buck the over-
whelming powers that be.

And while the filmmakers are pil-
ing on the plots, consider the well-
scrubbed family and pretty suburban

ranch home Dr. Powell forsook for his
mid-life swing on the vine. In any
case, Maura Tierney gains bona fide
sympathy as the long-suffering adult
daughter who, contrary to her better
judgment, dreams of one day regain-
ing her dear old, wayward dad.

Caulder employs pictures from this
past life like flash cards, hoping to gain
entrance into his subject’s obviously
tormented psyche. The relationship that
ultimately evolves — call it “The Har-
mony Bay Redemption,” if you will —
becomes a morale-boosting cause cele-
bre among the inmates. The control
freak jailers are miffed.

As the doctors square off, predict-
ably forming a guarded respect for
each other, listen carefully; you can
almost hear the song lyrics, “...get-
ting to know you, getting to know all
about you.” The indignant, chest-
beating iconoclast in chains has a
harsh lesson or two to impart him-
self. But not before the movie incon-
sistently stoops to several spates of
shameless sensationalism via Dr.
Powell’s explosive behavior.

Possessing superhuman strength,
he is the noble savage only when it
pleases the film’s more idealistic, er,
instincts, and a regular Tasmanian
devil when the dearth of action self-
ishly calls for some frightening and
dangerously violent outbursts.

When Powell isn’t maniacally throt-
tling his therapist, the docs cogitate
every philosophical question short of
how many angels can you fit on the
head of a pin? And through their high-
minded meditations, the film indulges
in its big conceit: that animals instinc-
tively know the rules of behavior; while
man, on the other hand, having fallen
from grace some 10,000 years ago when
he bit the apple and opted in favor of
civilization, hasn’t a clue.

Proffering this pop ecology, Instinct
unfairly cuts an intellectual corner and
panders to the element in us that doesn’t
feel very good about being human. It’s
an interesting bit of emotional soph-
istry, a fantasy that tugs at the
heartstrings and claims the quest for
humankind’s lost innocence as its mis-
sion.

But it’s wrongheaded, a mere ploy
used in movies to sway emotion in the
absence of solid arguments. Possess-
ing no original soul of its own, Instinct
takes this monkey see, monkey do route,
assuring very little to go ape over.

*  *  *  *  *
Instinct, rated R, is a Touchstone Pic-

tures release directed by Jon Turteltaub
and stars Anthony Hopkins, Cuba
Gooding, Jr. and Maura Tierney. Run-
ning time: 124 minutesWINNING WRITERS…The New Jersey Council of Teachers of English

recently announced their 1999 Writing Contest Awards. Winning third
place in prose was Alyssa Straniero, a third grader at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains. Victoria McNally, also a third grader at McGinn,
achieved third place in the poetry competition. Phyllis Karvetsky’s entire
third grade class also won for their collaborative play-writing effort, along
with fifth grader Katie Wong, who also won for her play. Pictured, left to
right, displaying their awards, are: Alyssa and Victoria.
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WESTFIELD  – The Westfield
Community Band recently marked
20 years of leadership by its con-
ductor Elias J. Zareva during a re-
ception held at the Westwood in
Garwood.

Members of the band re-
viewed 20 years of p ic -
tures, videotape and
memorabilia that
highlighted concerts
and other band
events, in-
c l u d i n g
p e r f o r -
mances
at the
Westfield
B i c e n -
t e n n i a l Celebration
and the Union County Arts Center
in Rahway.

Entertainment was provided by
the groups within the band’s en-
semble, including a brass chorale,
a jazz combo, and the Westfield
Dixie All-Stars.

Maestro Zareva stated, “After all
these years, there are always new
things to do. And sometimes the
most interesting are the oldest pieces
that have been rediscovered because
it’s a way of bringing back yester-

day.”
The conductor is a native of New

Jersey. He received his Bachelor of
Science Degree in Music from
Rutgers University and later earned
a Master of Arts Degree in Conduct-
ing from Trenton State College.

He has been active in the field of
music for over 35 years as a teacher
and supervisor on both public school
and college levels. He recently retired
from the public schools as Director of

Music of the Morristown
school sys-

tem.
B a n d

P r e s i -
d e n t ,
B a r r y

R o s e n b e r g s t a t e d ,
“Elias Zarevas continues the tradi-
tion of great American bandmasters
and we are proud to have him lead-
ing our Community Band.”

The band will continue its 87th

season of performances this evening
in a concert at Mindowaskin Park,
and on Thursdays, June 24, July 1, 8
and 15.

For more information, please con-
tact the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission, Glenn S. Burrell, Director,
at (908) 789-4080.

MAESTRO’S LEADERSHIP…Maestro Elias J. Zareva, left, is presented
with a service pin by Westfield Community Band President, Barry Rosenberg,
right. The Musical Group of Mountainside recently marked 20 years of
service and leadership by Maestro Zareva at a reception held at The
Westwood in Garwood.

WESTFIELD — Author Beth
Sherman will be available to sign
copies of her newest book, “Death
at High Tide: A Jersey Shore Mys-
tery” on Saturday, June 19, from
1-3 p.m. at The Town Book Store
of Westfield, located at 255 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

This book is the second in a
series of Jersey Shore mysteries
featuring freelance ghostwriter
Anne Hardwaway.

This installment has Ms.
Hardwaway writing a tell-all bi-
ography of local girl turned movie
star Mallory Loving who is mur-
dered in town during the filming
of a movie.

Using the biography as her
calling card, Ms. Hardwaway
begins an investigation into Ms.
Loving’s murder to determine
which suspect is only “acting”
innocent.

A follow-up to “Dead Man’s
Float,” Ms. Sherman is a writer
and editor based in New York
City. She writes a bi-weekly
column, “Design and Decor,”
for Newsday that gives deco-
rating tips and home-related
advice.

For more information, please
call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535.

CLIP AND SAVE

TTTTTooooown Book Prwn Book Prwn Book Prwn Book Prwn Book Press Rolls Againess Rolls Againess Rolls Againess Rolls Againess Rolls Again
WWWWWititititith Neh Neh Neh Neh New Publication Datesw Publication Datesw Publication Datesw Publication Datesw Publication Dates
WESTFIELD – The publishing

house of The Town Book Store,
located  on East Broad Street in
Westfield, has announced that
publication dates are planned
for their next three
books.

Currently, The Town
Book Press has two titles
in print, “How Fletcher
Was Hatched” and “Subur-
ban Mothers: The Funny
Life.”

The three books which will
roll off the presses of The Town
Book Store, will be “Muckraker”
by Billy Callahan, “Harvesting
Ice,” by Lawrence Cirelli, and
“A Kiss for a Warthog,” by Wende
and Harry Devlin of
Mountainside.

“Muckraker” is based on a true
story in Westfield about a high
school newspaper journalist who

uncovers a crime. The expected
release date is late September.

“Harvesting Ice,” which is
set in the late 1920s in
upstate New York, re-
volves around a love
triangle and other is-
sues of intrigue. The
expected release

date is mid-August.
“A Kiss for a Warthog” is

the second in the press series of
30th anniversary reprints of the
children’s classics of the hus-
band and wife authors. This will
be the first time that the illustra-
tions will be printed in their origi-
nal full color. The release date is
slated for mid-October.

For more information regarding
upcoming events and press details
at The Town Book Store, please
call (908) 233-3535 or visit the
website: www.townbookstore.com.


