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Tuesday Primary to Decide
GOP Mayoral Choice

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In the borough�s first contested
primary in many years, voters will
decide on Tuesday, June 8, whether
Councilman Louis C. Jung or Daniel
P. Valentino, 3rd will receive the
Republican nomination for Mayor of
Fanwood.

Councilman Jung, the senior mem-
ber of the current Borough Council,
is in his second term. Mr. Valentino,
making his debut run for elected
office, is a local businessman and a
member of the Fanwood Board of
Health.

The winner of the GOP primary
will challenge Democratic Council
President William E. Populus, Jr.,
who is unopposed, to succeed Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly in the Gen-
eral Election on Tuesday, November
2. Mayor Connelly, also a Democrat,
opted not to seek a second term this
year as she mulls another run for
Congress in 2000.

Councilman Jung, 55, who lives
on Tillotson Road, has been a resi-
dent of Fanwood for 25 years. First
appointed to fill a council vacancy in
1993, he was elected to a full term
later that year and again in 1996. He
is employed as Northeast Public Af-
fairs Manager with Exxon Corpora-
tion.

The candidate, who has received
the endorsement of the Fanwood
Republican Municipal Committee,
chairs the Borough Council�s Public
Works Committee and is also a mem-
ber of its Administration and Fi-
nance and Public Safety Commit-
tees. He was named as the borough�s
Fire Commissioner earlier this year.

He additionally served four terms
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education between 1978 and 1990,
including three years as its President
and two as its Vice President.

Councilman Jung�s résumé also
includes having been council Liai-
son to several local commissions and
organizations, among them the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board of
Trustees and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association.

Married and the father of two
daughters, he holds bachelor�s and
master�s degrees in civil engineering
from the University of Wisconsin. He
has been active in the Fanwood Re-
publican Club, the Fanwood Men�s
Softball Association and the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Valentino, 41, who resides with
his wife and family on North Martine
Avenue, has lived in Fanwood for 12
years. He has been the owner and

operator of D&J Trucking LLC of
Fanwood, a tri-state trucking com-
pany, since 1985.

From 1984 to 1986, the candidate
owned DJ�s Luncheonette of
Cranford, and earlier managed Cor-
ner Deli of Elizabeth, a family-owned
business, for 10 years. He addition-
ally was Project Coordinator for Sum-
mer Youth Employment Programs
from 1979 to 1980.

Mr. Valentino is a graduate of
Union High School and Rutgers Uni-
versity, where he earned a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Political Sci-
ence, with a minor in sociology and
urban studies and a sub-minor in
ethnic studies. He also took graduate
courses at Rutgers toward a Master of
Public Administration Degree.

A past Vice President of the
Fanwood Republican Club, he is ac-
tive in the Lions Club of Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
UNICO. He is a Third Degree Knight
with the Knights of Columbus and an
associate member of the Vietnam
Veterans Association.

Mr. Valentino is a parishioner of
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church of Scotch Plains.
He has also been involved in Union

County men�s softball leagues and
was a player and manager in the New
Jersey Over 30 Men�s Baseball
League from 1993 to 1998.

Councilman Jung�s campaign plat-
form has focused primarily on his
experience as a six-year member of
the Borough Council, as well as his
leadership roles on both the govern-
ing body and the local school board.
He has also spotlighted issues he
believes will be critical as the com-
munity enters the 21st century.

The candidate has emphasized his
ability to work cooperatively with
both Republicans and Democrats on
the council, maintaining he has been
able to �bridge the gap� at times
between opposing points of view
among his colleagues.

Mr. Jung cited his role in helping
to keep the municipal portion of resi-
dents� tax bills low, noting that the
council has delivered three budgets
since 1993 with 0 percent increases.

During his five-year chairmanship
of the Public Works Committee, he
stated that he has worked in conjunc-
tion with Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden and Director of Public
Works Raymond Manfra on multiple

Daniel P. Valentino, 3rdLouis C. Jung
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Fanwood P.B.A., Borough Close
To Accord on Three-Year Pact

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Policeman�s Be-
nevolent Association (P.B.A.) Local
No. 123 and Fanwood Police Com-
missioner, Councilwoman Karen M.
Schurtz, have signed a memoran-
dum of agreement to set in motion a
new three-year contract for the
borough�s police force.

The new contract was to be put
before the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil at its agenda meeting last night.

Following the Wednesday meet-
ing, an ordinance will then be pre-
pared for the council�s regular meet-
ing next Thursday, June 10. The
ordinance must have two readings
before it is passed.

Borough Council President Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr. said the new
contract focuses mainly on economic
issues. The agreement, he revealed,
calls for a 3.9 percent pay increase
for each of the three years of the
contract.

As in previous pacts, and in keep-
ing with most police contracts,
Fanwood police will be paid on a
scale differentiated by length of ser-
vice and rank.

Under the terms of the contract, a

Captain currently earning $73,603
would draw about $76,474 the first
year of the agreement, $79,456 the
second year, and $82,555 the third
year.

Similarly, a Class A experienced
patrolman currently making $56,319
would make about $58,515 the first
year of the contract, $60,798 the
second, and $63,169 during the final
year of the pact.

A newer Class F patrolman cur-
rently making $41,029 would see an
increase to about $42,629 for the first
year of the contract, $44,292 the
second year, and $46,019 the third
year.

Mr. Populus said other issues
ironed out during five months of
negotiations include a cap of 100
hours a year for compensation hours
accrued for special duty and assign-
ments. The clothing allowance for
plainclothes detectives also was in-
creased from $400 to $600 a year,
Mr. Populus said.

The Council President said that
under the contract, it was also agreed
that the union�s current dental plan
would be reviewed. Mr. Populus
stated that he now is in the process of
looking into alternate plans that may

interest the union.
Members of P.B.A. Local No. 123

agreed to terms of the new contract
during a special meeting in mid-
May.

David DeFillippo of the Red Bank
firm of Klatsky & Klatsky, an attor-
ney representing the union, declined
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LaGrande Building Expansion Plan
Draws Opposition from Residents

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The controversial proposal to ex-
pand the LaGrande Park Recreation
Building in Fanwood has met with
staunch opposition from a group of
borough residents who have formed
an action committee entitled STOP,
which stands for Stop Threatening
Our Park.

Headed by Planning Board Chair-
man Gregory Cummings, Recreation
Commissioner George Speer and
former Councilman Bob McCarthy,
STOP members feel the proposed

expansion would be a detriment to
LaGrande Park and the community.

According to Mr. Speer, the pro-
posed expansion was initially pre-
sented by the Borough Council to the
Recreation Commission, at which
time the commission was asked for
input on the feasibility of the plan.

The initial proposal involved ex-
pansion of the current recreation
building in order to accommodate
meetings of the Fanwood Senior Citi-
zens Club, and to enable it to serve as
a rental hall for other borough groups.

Those in opposition to the pro-

posed building expansion have con-
cerns regarding the tax impact on
residents, child safety, the paving
over of play areas, of green space for
a parking lot, administrative de-
mands, maintenance and policing
requirements.

Mr. McCarthy, a LaGrande Av-
enue resident, stated the proposed
project would bring more traffic and
speeding to an already heavily-trav-
eled street.

Mr. Cummings and Mr. Speer were
members of the Park Renewal Com-
mittee which worked to renovate and
upgrade the park facilities. These
efforts were completed in 1995.

Their shared concern is that the
park proposal far exceeds the needs
of the community, and would nega-
tively affect the character of the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

According to Mr. Cummings,
�There has been no needs assessment
or cost/benefit analysis. The primary
motivation for this project seems to
be the availability of grant money.�

Attilio (Art) Badala, former Presi-
dent and current Tour Director of the
Fanwood Senior Citizens Club,
claimed he was promised certain
space provisions by the Borough
Council, including 1,500 square feet
of indoor space to accommodate 100
or more members. He had also sought

Middle School Leveling
Still Worries Parents

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education�s May 27 meeting was,
again, filled with parents anxious to
continue the discussion on the future
of leveling � grouping by academic
ability � at Park and Terrill Middle
Schools.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye launched the discus-
sion by focusing on the theme of
�consistency to improve teaching and
learning.�

She indicated the pursuit of con-
sistency, �giving all children equal
opportunity at the resources� of the
district, had been a driving force
behind district planning since her
arrival.

Dr. Choye reminded the board and
public it was the lack of consistency
between leveling practices at Park
and Terrill that drew parents� and,
ultimately, the board�s attention sev-
eral years ago. She admitted, how-
ever, �It was not the first place we�d
look to improve teaching and learn-
ing.�

Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction Dr. John R. Crews attempted
to show where leveling fits into the
big picture of improving the educa-
tion of all students.

He outlined how the administra-
tion is working toward consistency
in four areas: Curriculum/Instruc-
tion; Professional Development; Su-
pervision/Evaluation, and Organiza-
tion of Time, Resources and Curricu-
lum.

Dr. Crews cited the ongoing cycli-
cal review process of each curricu-
lum area, plus the creation of across-
the-board district curriculum stan-
dards and proficiencies. Development
of standards/proficiencies began with
Mathematics in 1997, and will con-
clude with English/Language Arts,
Fine Arts, and Health/Physical Edu-
cation during the 1999-2000 school
year.

�Anyone who reviews these,� said
Dr. Crews, �will see high standards
for every student. The key is profes-
sional development to make them a
reality.�

He spoke of textbook upgrades and
new standardized tests. He also indi-
cated a committee is reviewing the
report card for elementary students

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Times

FANWOOD BOUND...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade heads up Martine Avenue over the railroad
tracks on the way to Fanwood. Warm weather greeted marchers and watchers along the parade route.

William A. Burke for The Times

TAKING PRIDE IN AMERICA...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band participated in Monday�s
Memorial Day Parade. The band was one of 50 organizations that participated in the event. The theme of this year�s
parade was �Take Pride in America.�

William A. Burke for The Times

HOT DOG, ANYONE?...Carnival-goers had their choice of a number of
traditional barbecued foods during the third annual Memorial Day festivities
held at LaGrande Park in Fanwood, immediately following the parade. Wreath-
laying ceremonies were conducted earlier that day to recall all Americans who
made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

William A. Burke for The Times

IN MEMORY�A group of citizens, students, veterans and Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly gathered last Friday at the Fanwood Post Office to raise
a POW/MIA flag that was donated to the Post Office in memory of veterans who
served the United States.
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Westfield Gift Coin

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

$25
The Perfect Gift for

Father�s Day, Graduation & Teachers

Purchase Gift Coins at:
Summit Bank • Scotts Shoes • The Westfield Leader

WACC – 111 Quimby Street • DWC –125 Elm St.

For information call – (908) 233-3021

redeemable at over 60 Westfield Merchants

Fanwood TV-35
Weekly Schedule
Friday, June 4, 7:00 P.M.

COP-TV - Fifth Graders�
DARE Poster Contest

Friday, June 4, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholders� Forum

Sunday, June 6, 8:00 P.M.
FYI-Fanwood Mayor
Connelly�s Show

Sunday, June 6, 9:00 P.M.
History of The Battleship
New Jersey

Tuesday, June 8, 7:00 P.M.
COP-TV - Fifth Graders�
DARE Poster Contest

Tuesday, June 8, 8:00 P.M.
Bring Her Home - Battleship
New Jersey

Thursday, June 10, 8:00 P.M.
Live Broadcast of Fanwood�s
Council Meeting
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projects involving road repairs and other
infrastructure improvements.

The veteran councilman also noted sev-
eral milestones which occurred during his
tenure as Liaison to the library board, includ-
ing the hiring of a new library Director and
the installation of new technology designed
to bring the library�s resources up to speed
with the new millennium.

Among his other achievements, the can-
didate has pointed to his leadership of a
Republican effort which blocked a proposal
to permit multi-family homes on North Av-
enue, as well as GOP opposition to a plan
which called for the paving over of grass at
the north side train station to create more
parking spaces.

A member of both the Fanwood Commu-
nity Assessment Committee and the
Fanwood Downtown Revitalization Com-
mittee, Councilman Jung has pledged to
concentrate on continued downtown revital-
ization efforts, including determining the
most appropriate future for the long-vacant
Dean Oil site at LaGrande Avenue and Sec-
ond Street.

The property has been tapped by a devel-
opment partnership as the potential site for
a two-story apartment complex. Last month,
the governing body unveiled an ordinance
supporting a referendum that would allow
voters to tell officials if they believe the
borough should pursue acquisition of the
property through the right of eminent do-
main.

Other issues he expects to address if
elected as Mayor are revised changes to the
borough�s zoning ordinance, as well as ways
to increase volunteerism in the community,
the candidate said.

While he has never held elected office,
Mr. Valentino stated that his business back-
ground and civic involvement have given
him a firm foundation for meeting constitu-
ents� needs.

One of his principal campaign themes has
been allowing residents a greater voice in the
council�s decision-making process. He has
criticized the current administration for lim-
iting public comment to five minutes per
person at regular council meetings, saying it
discourages participation and promotes the
feeling that many decisions are already a
�done deal.�

The candidate has called for expanded
opportunities for public comment at govern-
ing body meetings, and possibly revamping
the meeting format itself to achieve this
goal. He has also charged that residents are
not always informed about matters such as
whether or not the borough has applied for
certain grant moneys.

Mr. Valentino�s proposal for the Dean
Oil site is a community center geared espe-
cially toward Fanwood�s youth and senior
citizen populations. He stated that sufficient
space for parking already exists to accom-
modate the facility, which he said could also
serve as headquarters for the local Police
Athletic League.

He has envisioned the two-level building

as housing a gymnasium, game room, multi-
purpose area with kitchen facilities, which
could be used for parties or rented out, and
another area for senior activities.

The center, Mr. Valentino maintained,
would keep youngsters in town by giving
them a place to go, while also providing a
home base for borough seniors. He also said
he believes the intergenerational environ-
ment of the facility will enable the seniors to
serve as role models for youngsters there.

The candidate has also proposed replac-
ing the Fanwood Recycling Center on North
Avenue, which is operated by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association, with
curbside pickup of recyclable materials.

Based on information supplied by Great
Northern Recycling, the Newark firm which
serves several Union County towns, he said
residents could expect to pay approximately
$22 per year per household for curbside
pickup of recyclables.

He argued that manpower currently ex-
pended by the Public Works Department at
the Recycling Center could be used for
projects like sidewalk repairs.

Meanwhile, non-profit groups which
make up the Association and receive fund-
ing through the sale of recyclable materials
could hold fundraisers at the proposed com-
munity center to support their operating
expenses and charitable programs, Mr.
Valentino said.

The Recycling Center property could be
sold and eventually become the site of new
ratables, he observed, while funds from the
sale of the land could be used to develop the
community center to avoid a tax impact. As
a focal point for the community, he prof-
fered, the center could also stimulate com-
merce in Fanwood�s downtown. He sug-
gested that materials presently stored at the
site could possibly be relocated through a
shared services agreement.

Mr. Valentino  also recommended a joint
venture between the police forces of
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Plainfield to
deter crime and drunk driving along Terrill
Road. He predicted that the program would
boost response time and increase the pres-
ence of law enforcement in the area, and that
it would likely be eligible for grant funding.

He has also proposed the use of bicycle
patrols as a way for police to develop a
closer rapport with the community, and to
save wear and tear on department vehicles.

Another concept put forth by Mr.
Valentino during his campaign has been
utilizing civilian dispatchers in the police
department to save money and free up offic-
ers to be out in the community.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, at the same locations as in the
General Election.

Polling places are as follow: Districts 1
and 2, Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue; District 3, Children�s Spe-
cialized Hospital on South Avenue; Dis-
tricts 4 and 5, Terrill Road Bible Chapel,
535 Terrill Road, and Districts 6 and 7,
Fanwood Memorial Library at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road.

Registered Republicans and Democrats
may vote in their respective party�s primary.
Unaffiliated voters may also participate, but
will be registered as either Republicans or
Democrats at the time they vote.

Tuesday Primary to Decide
GOP Mayoral Candidate

to discuss the new contract, saying that
he would be ready to talk about the
matter in a week or two.

Councilwoman Schurtz also declined
to discuss the matter, saying she �would
be more comfortable commenting after
everything has been signed.�

Fanwood Chief of Police Robert Car-
boy said he has not seen the final details
of the new contract.

Talks originally began in January, but

after only one meeting the P.B.A. asked
that negotiations be sent to arbitration.
After an arbitrator became involved in
the talks, Councilwoman Schurtz asked
Mr. Populus to help.

Mr. Populus has said that the hang-up
in negotiations occurred over the issue of
pay increases for police officers.

Once a new ordinance is passed, the
new contract will become effective as of
Sunday, August 1.

Fanwood PBA, Borough Close
To Reaching Accord on Pact

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

30 parking spaces which would be appro-
priate for two large bus trips.

�The seniors also requested a kitchen
facility and storage space to house elec-
tronic equipment such as computers,
VCRs and TVs,� Mr. Badala stated.

Currently, 60 of the Fanwood Senior
Citizens Club�s 90 members are borough
residents. They have been meeting at All
Saints� Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains
for the past 15 years, but need a meeting
place of their own, according to Mr. Badala.

He said he would like to expand the club�s
roster from the current 90 members and
increase activities to include computer
classes, all of which would require frequent
usage of the facility on a year-round basis. It
would also require the club having its own
key to the building.

During the most recent Recreation Com-
mission agenda meeting on May 10, ac-
cording to Mr. Badala, the seniors were
told the latest proposal would allow them to
use the expanded building only two days
per week. The proposal also does not per-
mit them to have a key and provides for
only 17 parking spaces.

�This is totally inadequate and does not
come close to our requested requirements,�
stated Mr. Badala. �Every promise initially
made to us by the Borough Council, to
accommodate our needs, has been side-
swiped by the Recreation Commission,�
he stated emphatically.

Dr. Fred Leahy, Recreation Director,
responded that Mr. Badala frequently takes
promises �out of context,� and that the
seniors were never promised exclusive us-
age of the LaGrande facility.

�The LaGrande Park facility is the Recre-
ation Commission�s primary facility for sum-
mer parks programs, and must be shared by
all of our residents� needs,� Dr. Leahy ex-
plained. �We cannot accommodate 30 park-
ing spaces at LaGrande, and that promise
was never made.�

�Furthermore,� Dr. Leahy continued,
�the decision as to who would have a key
was never finalized. Our commission
merely stated the need to have our equip-
ment in a locked closet, which Mr. Badala
has taken out of context by miss-stating
that we want to lock him out.�

The proposed LaGrande building ex-

pansion would cost between $225,000 and
$250,000, according to Borough Council
President William E. Populus, Jr., Admin-
istration and Finance Committee Chair-
man and governing body Liaison to the
Fanwood Senior Citizens.

The council plans to apply for a $100,000
grant for the project through Union
County�s 1999 Project Pocket Park Pro-
gram, with the remaining $150,000 com-
ing from borough tax dollars.

�We initially requested that a facility for the
seniors be built at the pocket park at Watson
Road, and were blocked by neighborhood
opposition there, too,� Mr. Badala stated.

�The seniors in this town pay over $3
million in property taxes, and we are not
getting our fair share of services,� he
commented. �Other towns such as Scotch
Plains and Cranford support and subsi-
dize their seniors,� Mr. Badala added.

Dr. Leahy stated that the Watson Road
park was outside the domain of the Recre-
ation Commission, and that decisions regard-
ing the pocket park were made by the Bor-
ough Council. He said the council excluded
the Recreation Commission�s input in that
matter, despite the commission�s desire to be
included in those decisions.

�Plans are frequently finalized before
we have an opportunity to have any input,�
Dr. Leahy added.

The STOP Committee is circulating a
flyer to inform area residents of the pro-
posal before plans progress. A petition is
also being circulated which, according to
Mr. Cummings, will be presented to bor-
ough officials and the Recreation Com-
mission in about two weeks.

�This is only one in a series of stealth
projects being carried out by the (borough),
with many factors undisclosed to our resi-
dents,� Mr. Cummings claimed.

The Recreation Commission is consider-
ing the Forest Road Park building as an
alternate site for the seniors. Mr. Badala, a
former engineer, stated that the Forest Road
facility is structurally inadequate, poorly main-
tained, and would not satisfy his group�s
requirements.

Further discussions of the proposed sites
are expected to take place at the next Rec-
reation Commission meeting, which is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 8.

Residents Voice Opposition
To LaGrande Expansion

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MAY 24
• A 16 year old Scotch Plains youth was

taken into custody at approximately 8:30
a.m. for allegedly entering parked vehicles
in the 2100 block of Church Street. A
resident�s pocketbook was found in his
possession at the time of the incident.

• A parked vehicle was entered in the
400 block of Sycamore Avenue and a
pocketbook and cellular telephone were
reported missing.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26
• A resident of Portland Avenue re-

ported that his pickup truck was dam-
aged by a bottle being thrown at it.

• The rear window of a vehicle was
broken out in the 300 block of Hunter
Avenue.

FRIDAY, MAY 28
A resident of the 100 block of Victor

Street reported his vehicle was entered
and personal items were taken including
a cellular telephone.

SATURDAY, MAY 29
• Burglary to a business in the 1700

block of East Second Street was reported.
The incident occurred at approximately
5 a.m. Entry was gained by forcing a
window open. Approximately $150 and
a cash register were reported taken.

• A second floor window was reported
broken at St. Bartholomew�s Church.

MONDAY, MAY 31
• A small amount of cash and a set of

keys was reported taken from a vehicle
on Village Park Court.

THURSDAY, MAY 27
• An incident on LaGrande Avenue

was reported in which eggs were thrown

at a motor vehicle in a driveway. Au-
thorities said there are no suspects in the
case.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F High School Announces
Third Period Honor Roll

Two hundred and forty-seven students
have been named to the third marking
period Honor Roll at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Thirteen freshmen, or 4.71 percent of
the 276-member class, were named to
the High Honor Roll, which requires
straight �A�s� if the student is taking
four or five subjects, or at least five
�A�s� and a maximum of one �B.�

Fifty-one students, or 18.48 percent of
the class, made the Honor Roll, which
requires no mark less than a �B� and at
least three �A�s.�

Among sophomores, 15 students, or
5.54 percent of the 271-member class,
achieved High Honor Roll status. Fifty-
two students, or 19.19 percent of the
class, were named to the Honor Roll.

Twenty-nine juniors, or 11.84 percent
of the 245-member class, achieved High
Honor Roll status. Thirty-seven juniors,
or 15.10 percent of the class, were named
to the Honor Roll.

Twelve seniors, or 4.82 percent of the
249-member class, were named to the
High Honor Roll. Thirty-eight seniors,
or 15.26 percent of the class, achieved
Honor Roll status.

FRESHMEN
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Adam D. Bendik Brian W. Kaplun
Jay W. Cordes Caitlin Mahony
Matthew Denichilo Karen A. McCourt
Sonia Dutta Khanh Nguyen
William C. Gonch Laura O�Neil
Jennifer L. Harrison Matthew T. Ortyl

Alfred H. Twu

FRESHMEN
HONOR ROLL

Kaitlyn Adelaar Jaclyn A. Lavery
Jennifer M. Alonzo Michelle L. Lockhart
Erin A. Baer Maura E. Loughrey
Carolyn E. Barnett Steven T. Lowen
David E. Baumwoll Jessica Maggs
J. Raymond Bover Daniel S. Nelson
Erin L. Breznitsky Kristy S. Novak
Regina M. Cappio Michael T. O�Neil
Patrick W. Carroll Sharon R. Opila
Chanen S. Chavis Andrew L. Pavoni
Naor Chazan Magdalene Q. Pepe
Melissa S. Choynake Christine V. Perrotta
Joanna E. Cichon Jonathan J. Quijano
Lauren R. DeMartino Kerri L. Quinn
Matthew J. Deegan Brian T. Raszka
Joshua B. Finkelstein Rennuel B. Razal
Jaclyn M. Fiorino Jamie Rigano
Michael W. Furnari Emily F. Rodino
Latasha L. Gray Patrick D. Romeo
Susannah L. Grossman Timothy W. Ryan
Lucia G. Heinz Amy B. Schwartz
Allison M. Hessemer William R. Simpson
Michael J. Hughes Kimberly A. Testa
Alaina B. Ingram Catherine A. Trombley
Laura J. Kavinski Robert O. Wallden, 3rd

Christopher B. Woodward

SOPHOMORES
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Christina M. Albizati Shannon M. McEneely
Sarah C. Anderson Katherine M. O�Connor
Andrea R. Cristiani Shivani M. Parmar
Kathleen D. De Luca Anne C. Percoco
Jessica M. Lobrace Eric M. Pugia
Catherine T. Mangan Nina Sado
Sheila Y. Marikar Jennifer E. Seto

Ilana Weinberg

SOPHOMORES
HONOR ROLL

Jennifer L. Bassman Erin F. Kelly
Michael J. Beckerman Kenneth I. Kocses
David R. Bell Eric S. Konzelman
Brittany A. Bellizeare Beata E. Korsiuk
Michelle T. Bover David S. Larkin

Robert E. Bugg Yunilay Lio
Brett S. Bushinger Brian K. Maroney
Conrad Cho Matthew J. Metzger
Katherine L. Church Christina M. Ochsner
James H. Cooper Alicia D. Piniat
Jennifer A. Curren Rennier B. Razal
Lindsey S. Davis Jeffrey S. Reichman
Jamie S. Dougher Ruth E. Rohrer
Andrew R. Elko Matthew A. Schimming
Abigail W. Franks Sunita H. Shah
Christopher S. Gawryluk Christopher Silva
Douglas W. Gillie Annia Spahr
Najwa A. Glover Michael J. Stanley
Elizabeth A. Grausso Jennifer R. Stearns
Gail P. Hannigan Martin J. Street
Amanda B. Heffler Lisa M. Wagner
Jessica L. Hensal Kathryn E. Warchol
Emma K. Hiatt Erin A. Watson
Bobby Z. Kabir Alison R. Wilks
Carolyn M. Keeton Jeffrey J. Woo
David Kelly Alexander M. Zajac

JUNIORS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Brigitte C. Arqueta Jacqueline A. Klock
Nanna Asgeirsdottir James R. L�Heureux
Melissa J. Benski David Loewincer
Jessica B. Biegelson Michael Loewinger
Justin F. Brodersen Julie A. Lowen
Adam J. Fineman Tracy A. Macalintal
Evan J. Flath Marisa J. Melendez
Daniel A. Goehry Amy L. Mitchell
Kevin Grinberg Allyson B. Novorro
Jay Harris Amanda Rice
Christopher Hartelius Justin T. Ross
Megan F. Kiel Sophia Salman
Iris M. Kim Rebecca A. Silver
Travis Kipping Elizabeth M. Weiler

Jessica Wietsma

JUNIORS
HONOR ROLL

Jennifer A. Ascolese Daniel L. Jimenez
Steven D. Berkowitz Nathaniel B. Jones
Meryl L. Bezrutczyk Chitra M. Kalyanaraman
Ian E. Bonner James Kao
Cara L. Bristol Shawn M. Lafkowitz
Claire E. Cappio Daniel J. Loomis
Veronica C. Cruz Mary Milonnet
Ankur G. Dalal Peter Mosko
Monique A. Davis Timothy S. Pai
Kristen Fasano Raymond J. Raszka
Diana L. Filo Dara Reeves
Rachel Fisher Jaclyn K. Sanders
Robert J. Giordano Jillian L. Saridaki
Matthew H. Goldenberg Jennifer S. Savage
Michael J. Grabel Dana M. Savino
Frank M. Grecco Debra L. Slaugh
Joshua S. Hamernan Victoria E. Smith
Sharon A. Hughes Alex B. Wasserman

Jeremy R. White

SENIORS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Lauren L. Blalock Gerald P. Kavinski
Bridgette Carter Brielle E. Kerken
Celeste J. Coleman Kathryn L. Lies
Elise V. Daniledes Andrea D. Liss
Dana M. Dixon Lauren E. Schwartz
Stacey L. Heppt Ruyun-Luc Zhao

SENIORS
HONOR ROLL

Joana L. Alonzo Tessa G. La Rosa
Joseph J. Ascolese David S. Lasus
Jeffrey A. Bloch Robert Leichner
Peter Boright Adam R. Levoy
Katie M. Bradshaw Diana Mendez
Allison E. Breidenstein Adena Plesmid
Jonathan R. Chaplin Nickeshia S. Richards
Jessica L. Choynake Tomasz J. Sado
Jacquelyn A. Dempsey Eveline Spahr
Nicole M. Dietlmeier Rachel Teutonico
Elizabeth S. Drown Susan L. Tiedemann
Mary Y. Gabriel Paul M. Valenzano
Matthew S. Granda Aaron L. Weinglass
Kristin M. Hessemer Dorothy White
Marie C. Jones Kari A. Whitley
Danielle E. Kapner Matthew S. Wilks
Mariya Koroleva Blair K. Woodward
Amanda C. Koscielecki Lisa Yagi
Robin E. Kraft Alyssa M. Yetka

School Chess Club Ends
Year With Tournament

CHESS CHALLENGE�Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chess Club
gather for their recent tournament. Students, under the direction of Christopher
Moffitt, standing second from left, participated during the year in the Chess
Club, which is sponsored by the SP-F Community School for students in Grades
1-12.

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Chess
Club, which is an instructional class
sponsored for students in Grades 1-12
by the Community School of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, recently concluded its
year with a chess tournament for all
participating students.

Fifteen students joined in this special
session where they practiced the skills
they been taught throughout the course.
The class was sponsored by the Commu-
nity School, which was formerly the
district�s adult school but has been re-
named and expanded to include youth

enrichment programs and special travel
opportunities.

The students participating in the tour-
nament included Robert and Ryan Ayala,
Courtney Slaten, Michael Sodomora,
Brian Schweikert, Jared Lindenberg,
Mangesh Tamhankar, Daniel and James
LiVolsi, Brian Glassett, Terrance Charles,
Robert Cunningham, Eddie Kahn, Neil
Merchant and Ryan Cassidy.

Medal winners for the day were
Michael Sodomora, gold medal winner;
Ryan Ayala, silver medalist; and Neil
Merchant who captured the bronze medal.

and grading in the middle schools.
With respect to professional develop-

ment, Dr. Crews addressed the ongoing
4-MAT training of district teachers. The
4-MAT system instructs teachers on ad-
dressing typical learning styles in their
lesson plans, with the goal of reaching
every student.

Dr. Crews announced that additional
supervisory support for the elementary
level, along with three language arts
supervisors in the middle schools, will
enable the district to better observe and
support its 107 non-tenured teachers,
while enhancing the mentoring program
among veteran and inexperienced teach-
ers.

Leveling fell into the category of Or-
ganization of Time, Resources and Cur-
riculum, along with class scheduling.
Dr. Crews reminded the board and pub-
lic that a block scheduling pilot for
middle school exploratory classes would
be in place this fall. Block scheduling
doubles the standard 39-minute class
period.

Coming back to the leveling issue, Dr.
Crews stated, �Leveling comes down to
what�s doable.�

He submitted a revised recommenda-
tion that calls for the following to be in
place for this September:

· Heterogeneous grouping (no levels)
in English in sixth grade at both middle
schools.

· Level One and Two grouping in
English for seventh- and eighth-grade
students at Terrill (no change from
present structure).

· No leveling for seventh-grade En-
glish at Park, and Level One and Two
grouping for eighth-grade English (no
change). Dr. Crews� office confirmed
the seventh-grade practice would be �un-
der study.�

· Level One and Two grouping for
mathematics across sixth, seventh and
eighth grades at both Terrill and Park (no
change).

The Assistant Superintendent offered
a variety of reasons as to why this ap-
proach will work, including the fact that
Park teachers are already teaching a het-
erogeneous sixth-grade group. Of the
two sixth-grade English teachers at
Terrill, one has taught for four years, the
other is brand new to teaching with el-
ementary certification and a bachelor�s
degree in English.

A new supervisor is already in place,
as are the curriculum proficiencies.

Dr. Crews also indicated that money is
available to support the new approach
for materials, technology and professional
workshops.

With regard to academic expectations,
Dr. Crews noted the district is reviewing
the demands of the reading program,
homework and grading standards. He
added, �Assignments and activities will
challenge kids at different levels, and
make them all feel good.�

Board reaction was quick and mixed.
�For my memory,� said board member

Edward J. Saridaki, Jr., �parents from Park
were complaining they weren�t leveled.
Terrill wasn�t complaining it was lev-
eled.�

�Regardless of the (administration�s)
expertise,� he continued, �we should
still be doing what the public wants.� He
commented that students have a likelier
chance of falling through the cracks with
heterogeneous grouping.

Board member Jessica D. Simpson
credited Scotch Plains resident Deborah
Asher, a Terrill parent, with bringing the
leveling discrepancy to the board�s at-
tention and proposing de-leveling at
Terrill.

Though he still wanted more informa-
tion, board member August Ruggiero
seemed pleased the administration was
no longer talking about de-leveling math-

Concern Continues Over
Leveling in Middle Schools

ematics for the upcoming school year.
�I am more willing to look at support

materials regarding English,� he said.
Board member Jean McAllister said

she still wants to know more about teacher
training.

�I want to get past the rhetoric of
raising the bar to the nuts and bolts,� she
reiterated.

�I�ve yet to be convinced that what�s
doable should be done,� added board
member Thomas Russo.

His colleague, Lance Porter, revisited
the possibility of discussing leveling with
the teachers themselves, a request made
by board member Richard R. Meade at
the May 13 meeting.

�I thought we�d do that tonight,� said
Mr. Porter. �There are enough arguments
for both sides. The more information, the
better.�

From the floor, Scotch Plains resident
Renata Maroney called attention to the
research from the National Middle School
Association (NMSA) distributed by the
administration during the May 6 leveling
forum.

The report states the grouping of stu-
dents �by ability and/or performance for
language arts and mathematics instruc-
tion� is �critical� to the success of incor-
porating a gifted and talented program in
a middle school.

Carol Campell of Fanwood indicated
she has been involved in the leveling
issue since 1985, when there was a pro-
posal to ability-group at Coles Elemen-
tary School beginning in first grade.

Today, she is �doubly in favor of het-
erogeneous classrooms,� saying students
�should enter middle school on a level
playing field.�

A frustrated Fanwood resident, unsuc-
cessful in his efforts to get his daughter�s
teacher and principal to effectively chal-
lenge her reading ability, said, �We level
everything in our lives. When faced with
inequity, the assumption was �do away
with it.��

Bill Johnston of Scotch Plains said,
�I�ve heard mostly politics. (Talk of)
consistencies obfuscate the issue at hand.
Leveling is a teaching issue, not a re-
source-allocation issue.�

He wanted to know what other school
systems, which are recognized for their
excellence, are doing.

The board will return to the leveling
discussion at its Thursday, June 10 meet-
ing, where it may vote on the present
proposal.

In other business, the board approved
the purchase of several new textbooks, to
be used for a new reading program for
kindergarten through grade 5; grade 8
physical science, and advanced place-
ment biology.

The board also accepted 50 grant ap-
plications from teachers across the dis-
trict. Applications were received for a
total of $53,156 for Access 2000 Tech-
nology Grants. These grants will be
awarded by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

The board approved a series of out-of-
district placements for special education
students for the 1998-1999 school year,
and for the summer of 1999. The motion
prompted a discussion of the need to
exert pressure on the state to fund these
expenditures.

�We receive only 30 percent of funding
for special education placements,� stated
Ms. Simpson. She said she would like to
see a letter-writing campaign initiated.

�There�s a continuing problem with
competition for funds,� noted board Vice
President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon. �We
don�t have a lot of recourse with rejecting
the recommendations. They�re in the best
educational interests of the children. We
need to bring more pressure to bear on
the state to re-institute more funding for
special education.�

The Westfield Leader and The Times on the Web:
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