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HARE LINES
The hare is a rodent-like mammal of the

genus Lepus. It differs from the rabbit because
of its longer ears, divided upperlip and longer
hind limbs. Here are several etymologies from
our Hare Line category of colloquialisms.

The expression, mad as a March hare,
refers to the hare�s practice of running about
wildly during the rutting (mating) season.
He�s really quite mad at that time of the year.
The hare�s tendency to behave erratically
also gave rise to the harebrained idiom,
which means �giddy or reckless; behavior of
the male hare, especially in March.�

The word harelip was coined to de-
scribe the human birth defect that re-
sembles the cleft lip of the hare.

Our final Hare Line, harrier, has two
separate meanings. One is �a breed of hounds
used to track hares.� Harrier is also used as
a synonym for �a cross country runner.�

But we don�t want you to think that we
are splitting �hares� on this point.

On June 8, 1999, the Township Coun-
cil passed the first Open Space Refer-
endum to be introduced in Union
County. The referendum will be on this
November�s ballot.

The citizens of the Township of
Scotch Plains will vote on the imposi-
tion of a two-cent tax to be set aside for
the acquisition and development of land
for recreational uses. This is an impor-
tant step in our history.

We have in the past 10 years wit-
nessed a great deal of development in
our community. The Albert Farm, the
Carrey Farm and a piece of the Sevell
property became available to develop-
ers. Some wonderful communities have
come into existence in our town.

People have discovered the charm
and beauty of Scotch Plains. Many of
these new residents are couples with
young children. This has put a great
strain on our fields and other recreation
resources.

Currently, there are 800 children en-
rolled in baseball leagues. There are
also 1,200 enrolled for soccer leagues.
This number is growing every year. The
fields we currently possess are over-
used. We need more field space!

This is not a new need. After re-
searching the Recreation Department
files, I learned that this problem has
existed for quite some time...close to 30
years!

We recently entered into an agree-
ment with Union County for the devel-
opment of the front lot for baseball and
soccer usage at the Union County Vo-
Tech Facility. They did the initial work,
and we will maintain the field and be
responsible for all games scheduled at
that location. I hope that we can de-
velop more partnerships with Union
County.

What will money collected by Open
Space Referendum provide for? We
will be able to purchase lands when
they become available for development
of recreation facilities within the town-
ship. These monies will also be used for
improvement to currently existing fa-
cilities within Scotch Plains. This
money will provide us with a base.

We will collect approximately
$190,000 per year for 10 years. I also
hope that we will be able to enter into
some public-private partnerships for
development and maintenance of our
recreation facilities. But, we cannot do
it without you.

Please talk to your neighbors. This is
a good thing for the township. We need
this money to continue to provide ser-
vices to our residents. Thank you for
your support!

Mother Pleads for Return of Bikes
Stolen On June 30 in Scotch Plains

Today my son�s bike was stolen
along with his friend�s bike. This
was not just a bike � it was a reward
for something that this child had
worked hard for.

Who out there has raised a child
capable of stealing another boy�s
bike? You should be ashamed of your-
self and of your child. Don�t you
know what your child is doing this
summer? I do. Don�t you care?

Three minutes in a store across
from the police station and gone!
Shame on you! This makes people
very mad that we have to work
hard for what we want to buy when
people like you are out there steal-
ing things and no one cares, to top
it off.

These possessions are never found
and your child never has to pay the

consequences for it.
This incident happened on

Wednesday, June 30, around 2 p.m.
in Scotch Plains. If you know who
might have taken these bikes or have
seen them, please contact the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

One of these bikes was a BMX
stunt bike-all chrome with red letters
�Tarantula� and a lot more spokes on
the wheels than most bikes. Clear
handle bar handles and four black
pegs. The other bike was a BMX
performer stunt bike. Chrome with
blue letters.

Your help will be greatly appreci-
ated. I think it�s time we start won-
dering where our kids are and what
they are doing!

Diane Ellis
Scotch Plains

Pool Staff, Lifeguards
Lauded for Hard Work

I wanted to thank all of the staff and
especially the lifeguards of the Westfield
Memorial Pool for the most enjoyable
Fourth of July weekend.

As a former guard myself, I can appre-
ciate the fact that while I was in the water
trying to beat the heat, you were all
sitting in the hot sun keeping a watchful
eye on all of us.

You all did a great job at dealing with
the heat and the crowds on such a busy
weekend! Thanks!

Daniel Biglin
and Family

Westfield

Candidates Taking Early Plunge Into Fall
Campaigns for Municipal Political Offices

While the calendar says July, the political calendar
apparently reads October for some of the candidates
seeking local offices that want to start early. This
caught us a little bit by surprise, as we�re thinking
softball and swimming. We�re receiving campaign
rhetoric and releases now, which traditionally start
after Labor Day.

Running for office involves a lot of zeal and
emotion from the candidates and their committees.
It�s important, and The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood have a long-stand-
ing policy of reporting on the election activities as a
service to our readers. Because of the intensity of
competition and in support of this essential demo-
cratic function, our newspapers put considerable
effort into being fair, informative and complete.

We exercise our editorial judgment to filter out spin
and �disinformation� submitted to us. That�s our job,
although some campaign activists become very frus-
trated over their lack of success in maneuvering our
journalists.

We recognize too, that it�s their job to try. Still, we
suggest that they understand now that we�re unwa-
vering in our policy of being independent in our
reporting; using our best professional judgment. We
hope this statement now will minimize many hours of
wasted time in the future in debating this issue. The
precious hours and resources available to us all
should be spent as best as possible in constructive
manners.

Letters have been sent to all candidates in the region
to explain our campaign plans and policies. Our
policies are summarized as follows: Starting in Sep-
tember, we will print each week, up to the last week
before the election, a press release or letter from every
candidate (or their representative) which is issue-
oriented and which does not attack their opponent. If
the submission is negative in our view, we will not
publish it.

We will not print political endorsement letters for
candidates, as we get swamped with nonsense.

If candidates have anything else to publicize in the
newspapers, we provide political advertising as part
of our business. Candidates can say anything they
want in their advertisements, subject to restrictions
regarding libel and indecency.

The last issue of our newspapers prior to the Novem-
ber election will be a wrap-up of the campaign activi-
ties and positions of the candidates as prepared by our
staff. News releases from candidates will not be in-
cluded in this issue. Of course, advertising is sought.
This issue will be sent to every household in our towns
as a public service in support of the elections.

We hope this helps candidates in reaching the
voters with their positions. In our view, the public is
best served when they are best informed.

For candidates and their supporters, please assist
us in helping you and in helping the voters. We
encourage communication and hope to minimize
frustration as matters heat up.

Judge Recalls Surrogate Ann Conti�s
Distinguished Public Service Record

On rare occasions, people attain posi-
tions for which they are ideally suited.
Ann Conti was such a person. As our
Surrogate, she was able to combine her
learning as a lawyer with her training in
social work, her political skills, her com-
mitment to our profession, and her role
as wife and mother.

She did all of this so extraordinarily
well that we took her for granted, never
giving her full credit for all of her attain-
ments. She served as the Surrogate of

this county since 1983, running one of
the most highly regarded and well-re-
spected offices in the state.

Indeed, she was looked upon by her
colleagues in the Surrogate community
across the state as one of their leaders, to
whom they always could come for advice
and guidance.

She was the first woman President of
the Union County Bar Association, and
one of the founders of Women Lawyers
of Union County, providing an inspira-
tion to many of its younger members.

She worked tirelessly with advocates
in elder law and senior citizen causes,
establishing a unique guardian monitor-
ing program in this county that is now
being replicated statewide.

She was about to become president of
the National College of Probate Judges,
an organization to which she had devoted
countless years of work in an effort to-
ward bettering probate practices nation-
wide.

Yet, one cannot think about Ann with-
out thinking about her husband, Ralph,
and their five children. Her family was
never far from her thoughts and con-
cerns.

Union County has lost a dedicated
public servant. We extend our sympa-
thies to her husband and their entire
family.

Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr.
Union County Superior Court

Scotch Plains Council Should Support
Efforts of Both Anti-Plane Noise Groups

On July 1, Continental Airlines ceased
operating its old, noisy, Stage two 727
aircraft out of Newark International Air-
port. This is good news since most of
these noisy antiques were concentrated
over Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains Aircraft Noise Com-
mittee Inc. has a sophisticated noise
monitoring system supplied by the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey.
This system identifies every aircraft,
where its going, its altitude and how
much noise it makes.

Over the years, we have compiled an
extensive record of air traffic over Scotch
Plains. This data indicates that Scotch
Plains suffered more old, noisy, Stage
Two overflights than surrounding com-
munities, and Continental Airlines was
the worst offender.

The Scotch Plains Aircraft Noise Com-
mittee Inc. has been pressing the airlines
for several years to correct this inequity.
It is heartening to finally achieve this
small victory.

Special thanks to our members who
devoted untold hours on this one part of
the aircraft noise controversy.

The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) refuses to meet with individual

communities. Last year former Republi-
can Mayor Joan Papen, and former Re-
publican Councilman Robert Johnston,
convinced the FAA to participate in a
public meeting in Scotch Plains.

Also attending were representatives
from the aviation industry, affording us
the chance to directly present our con-
cerns about the concentration of old
noisy Stage Two aircraft over Scotch
Plains.

Thank you, Mrs. Papen and Mr.
Johnston. Mr. Johnston�s expertise as
council liaison to the aircraft noise groups
is sorely missed.

There is still much to be done to return
Scotch Plains to the aircraft noise free
condition we had before June 1989 when
the FAA moved air traffic here to provide
relief to other areas.

Scotch Plains is fortunate having two
organizations working for quieter skies.
Our technical expertise is recognized by
the FAA, Port Authority and the aviation
industry. We have direct access to the
important people in all three areas.

The other group operates well in the
political arena. Both approaches are
equally important.

I have written to Mayor Geri Samuel
and attended a Township Council meet-
ing asking her to work with the Scotch
Plains Aircraft Noise Committee Inc.,
to no avail. It appears that she, and the
other Democrats think that aircraft
noise does not deserve the time re-
quired to deal with two different orga-
nizations.

We are not going to see ocean routing
of aircraft in our lifetime, and air traffic
continues to increase. If the Township
Council fails to continue its historically
strong opposition to the present routes,
Scotch Plains will once again become
the dumping ground for aircraft noise not
wanted elsewhere.

E. Dennis Hardie
Chairman

Scotch Plains Aircraft Noise
Committee, Inc.

Mayor Samuel Stresses Importance
Of Open Space Referendum Vote
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Parent-Teacher Council
Awards Scholarships

WESTFIELD � Thirteen Westfield
High School seniors received one-time
grants from the Parent-Teacher Council
at Awards Night on June 3 to help cover
their college costs this year.

The awards totaled $18,250 and are
based on financial need, academic
achievement and service to the school
and/or community. The amount of each
award varies for each student.

Every year, funds for the Parent-
Teacher Council Scholarship are col-
lected by the Parent Teacher Associa-
tions and Parent Teacher Organizations
at all Westfield public schools. The
money is distributed as scholarships to
a broad spectrum of students.

Following are this year�s recipients:
Timothy Caprario, a son of Mr. and

Mrs. Rudolph
Caprario, will at-
tend the University
of Florida to study
physical therapy.
Tim is a member of
the National Honor
Society and man-
aging editor for ad-
vertising for The
Hi�s Eye. He has

served as captain of the varsity bowling
team and has been a member of the
cross country and spring track teams.
Tim is a Peer Minister at St. Helen�s
Roman Catholic Church, has served as
a volunteer basketball coach and worked
at Habitat for Humanity.

John Cognetti, a son of Mr. and Mrs.
Anthony Cognetti,
will attend the Uni-
versity of Mary-
land. He served as
captain of the win-
ter track team and
is a member of the
Italian Club, the
Key Club and the
Envi ronmenta l
Club. John has
coached basketball at St. Helen�s
Church and serves as a peer minister.

Brian Dowd will attend Syracuse
University to study
architecture. He is
a member of the
National Honor
Society and the Art
Club. He also was
a member of the
cross country and
track and field
teams. Brian is ac-
tive in St. Helen�s

Youth Ministry and has served as a
religious education teacher. He is the
son of Patricia Dowd.

Marie Isolda is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Antonio
Isolda. She will at-
tend Marist Col-
lege and study
commercial arts
and advertising.
Marie was vice
president of the
Holy Trinity
Church Catholic
Youth Organiza-
tion (CYO) group and has been in-
volved in many outreach projects, in-
cluding Habitat for Humanity, Special
Olympics and the Red Cross.

Alexis Jemal will attend Douglass
College to study
English and Soci-
ology. She is presi-
dent of the Class
of 1999 and presi-
dent of the Help-
ing Hands Club.
She also was a so-
loist and drum
major in the
Westfield High

School Marching Band and captain of
the step squad. Alexis is the daughter of
Brenda Jemal.

Elizabeth McKeon, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. James
McKeon, will at-
tend Lafayette Col-
lege. She has been
a member of the
field hockey, bas-
ketball and softball
teams at Westfield
High School for all
four years and
served as captain of
all three teams during her senior year.
This year, Elizabeth became the second
woman in the high school�s history to

score over 1,000
points during her
basketball career.
She also is a mem-
ber of the National
Honor Society.

Daniel Moore
will attend Penn
State University
and major in busi-
ness. A member of

the National Honor Society, he has been
a country leader and youth secretariat in

Model United Nations, and chairper-
son and legislator in Youth and Govern-
ment. He also has been active in theater
and has appeared in Cabaret, Diviners
and Two Gentlemen of Verona at the
high school. Dan also was a youth fa-
cilitator in the Diversity Club. He is the
son of Paula and John Moore.

Caitlin Nish will attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan to study political

science. Caitlin
has served as tri-
editor of The Hi�s
Eye and vice
president of the
student council.
She also was on
the Student Coun-
cil  Executive
Board prior to be-
ing elected vice

president. Caitlin has also been ac-
tive in Connection, the WHS peer
mentoring program, and was vice
president of the Interact Club and
secretary of the French Club. Active
in peer ministry at St. Helen�s Church,
she has been a retreat coordinator and
Eucharistic minister. She also served
as volunteer editor of PANDA, the
townwide newsletter published to pro-
mote drug awareness and prevent drug
abuse. Caitlin is a daughter of Jeanne
Colucci and Wayne Nish.

Mark Rotondo will attend the Culi-
nary Institute of America to pursue an
Associate Degree in baking. He has
worked in
Bovella�s Bakery
for four years and
has attended Union
County Vo-Tech
for the past two
years where he has
studied baking. He
also has served as
an acolyte at Re-
deemer Lutheran
Church Vacation Bible School.

Claire Tafelski will attend Syracuse
University�s six-year program to obtain
a bachelor�s degree in political science
and a law degree. A member of the
National Honor Society, Claire has re-
ceived varsity letters in cross country,
winter and spring track. She also is a

member of the Na-
tional Latin Honor
Society and has
served as vice
president of the
Latin Club. She is
a peer minister at
St. Helen�s
Church. Claire is
the daughter of
Gwen Otto and

Thomas Tafelski.
Corrinne Talley will attend Clark

Atlanta College in Atlanta, Georgia to
study physical therapy. Corrinne earned
a varsity letter for serving as the student
athletic trainer dur-
ing the past year.
She also was a
member of the
track and field
teams for three
years. She served
as vice president of
the African Aware-
ness Club and sec-
retary of the Bethel
Baptist Church Choir. Corrinne also
has studied dance and has participated
in benefit dance recitals. She is the
daughter of Charlene Talley.

Nicole Tyminski will attend Rutgers
University and major in elementary edu-

cation. She is a
member of the Na-
tional Honor Soci-
ety and played soc-
cer and lacrosse,
serving as Junior
Varsity captain of
the lacrosse team.
Nicole also was a
member of the
Spanish Club and

the Italian Club. Active in CYO at Holy
Trinity Church, she was elected secre-
tary in her senior year and has helped
run weekly meetings and retreats as a
member of the Core team. Nicole is a
daughter of Theresa and Charles
Tyminski.

Soyoung Yang wi l l  a t tend
Wellesley College. She has served
as president of
the International
Club  and  has
been a member of
the  Spanish ,
Asian and Ger-
man Clubs .
Soyoung also has
volunteered  a t
Children�s Spe-
cialized Hospi-
tal, the Neighborhood Council and
the American Red Cross. She has
served as the president of the youth
group at her church and as the church
pianist.

Local Residents Receive
Diplomas, Honors at Pingry
WESTFIELD � Brett Irish, David

Kotch and Vanessa Svoboda, all of
Westfield, were among the 136 stu-
dents graduated from The Pingry
School during its 138th commence-
ment ceremonies held on June 13 on
the Martinsville Campus.

Brett, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles B. Irish, plans to attend Colby
College in the fall.

David, who is the winner of the
Special Director�s Award in Techni-
cal Theatre, is the son of Dr. and Mrs.
Michael J. Kotch. David plans to
attend Lehigh University.

Vanessa, a National Merit Com-
mended Scholar, is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Larry J. Svoboda.
Vanessa plans to attend Stanford
University in the fall.

Sean Callahan Named
National Award Winner
For Efforts in English
WESTFIELD � The United States

Achievement Academy recently an-
nounced that Sean Callahan of Westfield
has been named a United States National
Award Winner in English.

The Academy recognizes fewer than
10 percent of all American high school
students.

Sean, who attends Edison Intermedi-
ate School, was nominated for this na-
tional award by Noah Tenant, a Lan-
guage Arts teacher at the school. Sean
will appear in the United States Achieve-
ment Academy Official Yearbook, which
is published nationally.

Sean is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Callahan of Westfield.
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