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BACKLOG
In some parts of this country, the roar-

ing fire in the old hearth is not just a
weekend or holiday event but a primary
means of heating one�s house throughout
the winter.

This utilitarian approach to maintain-
ing comfortable room temperatures is
still used in the New England states,
particularly after oil prices escalated in
the 1970s.

At one time, before the development
of coal as a fuel source, wood-burning
fireplaces were the only means of heat-
ing houses.

Assuring a backlog of fuel (logs) kept
people occupied year round. Those who
did not have a backlog of fuel before
winter�s end could get mighty cold.

The word �backlog� is exactly what it
appears to be, i.e., �a large reserve log at
the back of the fire in a fireplace.�

Backlog, which is chiefly rooted in
United States culture, first appeared in
print in 1684. Today, backlog has the
general sense of �a reserve supply or
source.�

We, incidentally, have a large backlog
of The Word Sleuth columns sitting on
the �andirons� of our word processor that
should last at least into the year 2000.
Hope that warms your heart.

2 & ½ popcorns
I imagine legendary filmmaker Terrence

Malick directing The Thin Red Line crowned
with a star-emblazoned wizard�s hat, a
coterie of idolizing film buffs staring in
awe as he stirs a steaming giant cauldron
marked My War Movie. This nearly three-
hour ego trip is as loony as it is great.

Having vanished from the cinema
making business following the release of
Days Of Heaven in 1978 (his only other
feature was Badlands in 1973), Mr.
Malick has acquired a beguiling cachet
born of one-time greatness and absence.
And whether real, imagined, or simply
manufactured by the movie studios, the
mystique can�t help but spill over into
the tangled fibers of his epic war poem
set to celluloid, scantily based on the
autobiographical novel by James Jones.

The filmmaker�s style is grandiloquent,
schizophrenic, an unintentional meta-
phor for the duality he insists on evoking
in practically everything.

Lusciously photographed, it is an enig-
matic look at the battle of Guadalcanal,
at once grand and astute, trite and inco-
herent � frequently within the very same
frame. But, whether or not you feel we
really needed two rather lengthy films
this year to convince us that war is hell,
one thing�s for sure: serving as the Pa-
cific bookend to a movie season that
began its WW II ruminations in the Euro-
pean theater of operations with Saving
Private Ryan, The Thin Red Line is even
bloodier and just as realistic. The bill for
red dye no. 3 alone was probably in the
thousands of dollars.

Attempting to put war into a poetic
perspective, it�s nothing for this movie to
turn from the ponderously meandering to
the violently cataclysmic in a South Pa-
cific second. All hell breaks loose with a
regularity that soon becomes familiar,
ushered in with a whoosh that proclaims
impending death.

Narrative duties switch from soldier to
soldier, the pretentious voice-overs playing
symbolic/ironic counterpoint to what is be-
ing depicted on the battlefield. One fre-
quently invoked contrast is the gauzy flash-
back of the beautiful gal back home, basking
in warm yellow shades of peacetime sanity.

Meanwhile, back at the madness of
Guadalcanal, one victorious soldier uses pli-
ers to pull gold-capped teeth from his shriek-
ing captive. Unsettling, to say the least.

Mr. Malick�s storied history boasts a
real skill for depicting nihilistic behavior
(it took me years to forgive Richard Gere
for murdering someone with a screw-
driver in Days of Heaven), and here he
shockingly applies that honed sense of
the repulsive to the horrors of war.

Frightened G.I.�s vomit uncontrollably
before battle; the moan-filled jungle writhes
with all manner of suddenly deformed
young men; and a mutilated soldier de-
spairs that he cannot find some final dig-
nity. It gets worse. An award-worthy cam-
era panning the utterly beautiful landscapes
takes time out on at least six occasions to
zoom-in on a painfully dying soldier, pen-
ning a mini-thesis of his unmitigated fear
as the life oozes from him.

This is undeniably tough stuff. Whereas
Saving Private Ryan concentrated the
bulk of its gore in the first 20 minutes,
The Thin Red Line promises constant
carnage, albeit interjected with sopho-
moric philosophy and poor poetry.

So, pick your poison. The blood and

guts crowd will tune out the verse and
concentrate on the viscera; their headier
brethren will attempt to ferret out the
anti-war messages strewn among the tor-
tured prose.

Since the Academy Awards folks still
haven�t added that long overdue cameo cat-
egory, this isn�t the film to be in if you�re
shooting for an Oscar. A huge cast of stars and
novices, some credited, some not, portray the
usual array of stereotypical characters.

Problem is, it�s often very hard to tell
who�s who in those identical uniforms,
especially amidst the confusion of battle.

Still, there are some veritable diamonds
in the miasmic rough. Nick Nolte is aces as
gung-ho Colonel Tall. Perennially passed
over for promotion to general, the career
officer finally has the war he�s needed.

Sean Penn is somewhat likable (for per-
haps the first time in any film) as the sergeant
who hides his caring behind a shield of
cynicism (�It�s all about property�).

And in a role with potential never fully
realized, James Caviezel is nonetheless
interesting as the brave and serenely
introspective Private Witt, the tacit con-
science of the film.

There are moments of sheer grandeur
in Mr. Malick�s magnus opus � truly bold
strokes about the ugly business of war
(and make no mistake about it: it is
business) and man�s inhumanity to man.
But these sublime assertions must share
the screen with rhetorical embarrass-
ments like, �How did we lose the good
that was in us?� and �What�s keeping us
from reaching out and touching the glory?�

Perhaps trying to make up for lost
time, the director uses Guadalcanal as a
self-indulgent soapbox for every philo-
sophical query under the sun. His trea-
tise on war is stuffed with all manner of
meditation � on God, love, nature, the
origins of evil, and on and on and on.

With a swath of self- indulgence this
thick running through it, no wonder The
Thin Red Line gets blurred.

*  *  *  *  *
The Thin Red Line, rated R, is a Fox

2000/Phoenix Pictures release directed
by Terrence Malick and stars Nick Nolte,
Sean Penn, and James Caviezel. Running
time: 166 minutes.

Does everyone know what time it is?
That�s right � it�s Girl Scout cookie
time! The annual Girl Scout cookie sale
is in progress until Monday, February 8.

Cookies will be delivered from Fri-
day, March 12, to Sunday, March 21.
Cookie booth sales will be held from
Friday, March 19, to Sunday, April 11.
This year, cookie buyers have a wonder-
ful option.

For the first time, buyers can purchase
cookies and have them donated to a
needy organization chosen by the troop
doing the selling. It�s a great option for
those who wish to contribute to the Girl
Scouts but can�t or are unable to eat the
cookies.

The All-Senior Troop meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 2, at 7:30

p.m. at Westminster Hall of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield. All Senior
Girl Scouts are urged to attend.

The monthly meeting of the Westfield
Service Team will be held on Wednes-
day, February 10, from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil. All Service Team members are re-
quested to be present.

Articles for the Trailmarker are due by
February 4. Any leader having Girl Scout
news for the community, kindly submit it
to Nancy Luscombe at 626 Maye Street
in Westfield.

The Girl Scout dance will be held on
Friday, February 5, at Edison Intermedi-
ate School. The cost is $3 and will cover
a great DJ, snacks, and a patch. Two
dance sessions will be held. Girls in
kindergarten through third grade will
attend from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Older scouts,
grades three and up, will attend from
6:30 to 8 p.m. Third grade leaders are
given the option of choosing the best fit
for their girls. Registration is required.
Cadette and Senior Scouts are welcome
to attend either session. Please call Liz
Fallon at (908) 233-3484 for further in-
formation.

Please remember your Valentines for
Vets! Troops making Valentines please
have them into the American Red Cross
office, 321 Elm Street, no later than
Friday, February 5. This is a great service
project and one very much appreciated
by our veterans.

Westfield�s fourth Service Day will be
held on Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the Westfield High School
cafeteria. Troops wishing to organize
and run a service project for that day,
please call Malissa Cass at (908) 233-
6226. Any adult wishing to volunteer her
services for the many areas of need for
that day, please contact Mrs. Cass.

Westfield�s annual Encampment is
scheduled for Friday, June 4, to Sunday,
June 6. Every troop must have a First
Aider and an adult with, minimally Day
Skills training. Every unit must have an
adult trained in Camping Is Easy.

The Westfield Community of Girl
Scouts is pleased to announce that as of
February 1, this monthly article as well
as other information pertinent to
Westfield�s Girl Scouts, will be avail-
able to the community at website
www.goleader.com/wgs. We are indeed
grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Horace Corbin
and The Westfield Leader staff for their
assistance in enabling Westfield�s Girl
Scouts to disseminate their information
via this medium.

This article was written by Westfield
Girl Scouts for Westfield Girl Scouts and
for the public.

WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTSWESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTS

Scouts Gear Up for Cookies Sales,
Dances, Service Days, Camp Trips

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

Would Adding �A+� to High School Grading
Really Create Too Much Stress for Students?

Last week, the Westfield school district administra-
tion proposed some interesting, to say the least,
changes in policy regarding grading. If the changes
are approved by the Board of Education, Westfield
High School (WHS) would add �pluses� and �mi-
nuses� to its present grading.

However, an �A+� would not be used, and �C� and
D� grades would no longer be weighed when it comes
to Honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses.
Also, students would no longer receive �pluses� and
�minuses� when it comes to earning a �D� or an �F.�

While we see no argument against the latter change,
we strongly question why school administrators feel
that a �+� at the end of an �A� grade �heightens
competition and stress,� in the words of WHS Prin-
cipal Dr. Robert G. Petix.

We simply cannot see how students wanting to
achieve a top grade is so stressful as to impair their
academic performance. Westfield High School stu-
dents should always be encouraged to realize their
full potential. Going easy on them now could hurt
them later, especially those students headed to Ivy
League and other highly competitive schools.

If pluses and minuses are added, they should be
implemented throughout the grading system. The
significance behind �D�s� and �F�s� are fairly evi-

dent. We doubt that students would be jumping for
joy because they received a �D+� instead of a �D� or
a �D-�. Originally, the council had proposed an �A+�
for numerical grades between 97 and 100; �A� for
scores of 93 to 96, and �A-� for grades of 90 to 92.

We disagree with Dr. Petix�s assertion that students
are so eager to be at the top of the class that an �A+�
could actually hurt them and, thus, would be �mean-
ingless.�

Currently, an �A� equals grades of 90 to 100; �B,�
80 to 89; �C,� 70 to 79, and �D,� 65 to 69. Any
student achieving a numerical grade of 64 or less
receives an �F.�

By adding a �plus� grade to an �A� in the grading
scale, students will strive for perfection, something
that can only help them in their future endeavors. The
important thing students need to do is be fair to their
fellow classmates. We urge students not to let their
competitiveness destroy friendships or disrupt the
learning process for the rest of the class.

This newspaper traditionally figures the percent-
ages for the honor rolls in an effort to show where a
particular student places in their respective class.

Hopefully, the board will listen to the Westfield High
School Council, which represents students, faculty,
and support staff, before rendering a final decision.

Suggestions Offered About Traffic,
Parking Deck and Trash Collection

There must be a better way to spend
$40,000 than to install fancy brick path-
ways in the pavement of Broad and Elm
Streets! What a waste of money!

I suggest using those funds to in-
stall delayed green lights at the inter-
section so left hand turns can be ac-
complished without holding up the
flow of traffic.

Such lights would also help at the
Central Avenue-North Avenue intersec-
tion. Presently, they operate in one direc-
tion only on both streets. If pedestrian
safety is a concern, then hold the red light
for 15 to 20 seconds in between changes.

I would much prefer the town invest
money in such practical measures, than
in �window dressing.�

The plan to have private trash collec-
tion in town is a good one. Most of the
trash appears the day after the bins have
been emptied and is obviously due to
spillage during collection.

I always felt this collection was an
extra job put on our town workers who
have plenty else to do and perhaps re-
sented the job and so didn�t do it very
well. The sooner this situation is im-
proved, the better!

The central business district is not
only a trashy mess during the summer.
The paper and plastic blowing down the
sidewalks this winter have steadily in-
creased, and it is made worse by the fact
that store owners (with exceptions) don�t
bother to sweep the few feet in front of
their businesses.

Parking garage � maybe we finally
have a hope? Ideal placement is on Elm

Street between the Taylor Hardware
building and Trader Joe�s, not in front of
the Post Office.

The traffic there is congested most of
the time and adding numbers of cars and
people would not help. Besides, the Post
Office building is an attractive and im-
posing structure and it would be wrong to
erect a garage in front of it.

I would also oppose the location of
North and Central because of the bad
traffic congestion there already.

Let�s hear from other citizens of
Westfield about situating a parking fa-
cility � which we have all wanted and
needed for such a long time.

Doris V. Jackson
Westfield

Placement of Fatal Accident Story
Should Have Been Front Page News

I was very disappointed to see that the
article about the death of Ellen E.
Interdonato, the woman who was struck
by a car on East Broad Street, was buried
on the second page of last week�s paper.

This tragic accident is something that
all citizens of Westfield should be made
aware of, because it was the inevitable
result of a fact of life in our town: people
drive too fast.

Although the article stated that there
was �no evidence� that the driver was
traveling above the speed limit, this seems
all too likely, since very few drivers
adhere to the posted speed limit of 25

United Fund Reaches
94.5 Percent of Goal

Healthier kids. More active seniors.
Teens reaching out to teens and extraor-
dinary men and women devoting their
time and talent to improving the lives of
others, just because they care.

These are the kind of returns you can
expect when you invest in the United
Fund of Westfield. Where our dollars go
right back into the community � helping
volunteers and non-profit agencies pro-
vide everything from food and shelter, to
disaster relief and day care. And creating
the opportunity for each of us to make our
community a better place for all of us.

Thanks to the generosity, our 1998
campaign is at 94.5 percent. Westfield
truly is a �Community United By Car-
ing!�

New pledges can still be sent to the
United Fund of Westfield, 301 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, 07090.

Linda Maggio
Executive Director

United Fund of Westfield

Westfield Library Policy Outrages
Children�s Author, Westfield Native

The following letter is written by a
native Westfielder.

*****
As a local author, illustrator, and pub-

lisher of children�s picture books, I feel
compelled to shed light on a very discon-
certing policy of the Westfield Memorial
Library. I became a victim of this un-
founded rule after attempting to donate a
copy of a recent edition.

Do the citizens of Westfield realize
that if one of their own decides to com-
pose, publish, and give a book to the
Westfield Memorial Library, the librar-
ians may not decide to include it in the
collection, opting to sell it instead?

As a result of this subjective censor-
ship, children, students, and tax-paying
adults may never have the chance to
peruse the works of potentially influen-
tial authors, the sons and daughters of
Westfield itself. This is a most unfortu-
nate practice and should definitely be
expunged.

Local artists should be treated with
deference, and their work should be al-
lowed to serve as an example for those in
the community wishing to follow similar
creative paths. Authors have the power
to stimulate a great range of minds.

In particular, local writers of children�s
fiction have the ability and advantage to
involve themselves in valuable, volun-
tary story hours which libraries often
offer.

Children from different socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds then have an equal
and unique opportunity of interfacing
with authors directly which is an indel-
ible learning experience. How can it be
possible then that the supposed erudite

mph. (There is a sign right near the site
of the accident.)

Furthermore, a recent report by the
New Jersey Public Interest Research
Group found that crashes with impact
speeds between 20-35 mph usually seri-
ously injure a pedestrian, while injuries
sustained by a pedestrian struck by a
vehicle at over 35 mph are usually se-
vere, and frequently fatal.

I am a member of the BRAKES
Group (Bikers, Runners And Kids
are Entitled to Safety), which was
formed two years ago in response to a
number of accidents involving pedes-
trians, in which, thankfully, no one
was killed.

We wanted to alert the public to the
dangers posed by speeding cars in our
town. Now the worst has happened: some-
one has died because she tried to cross
one of our streets on foot.

Is this how we want to live? What
more of a wake-up call do we need?
There is a thin line between tolerance
and promotion. By tolerating excessive
speeds in our town, we have created a
climate which actually promotes speed-
ing. We must change this climate be-
fore we have another tragedy like this
one.

By not putting the article on the front
page, you missed an opportunity to per-
form a valuable public service.

The NJPIRG report is entitled: �Walk-
ing Away � The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation�s Fatal Neglect
of Pedestrian Safety.�

Deirdre Gelinne
Westfield

librarians of Westfield Memorial Library
are blind to this? It is completely nonsen-
sical to me.

Perhaps the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary should look to municipalities such
as Summit for an example of how to treat
local authors. Not only does the Summit
Public Library purchase the works of
area authors, it reserves space for them
and schedules frequent readings for the
general public to enjoy.

In closing, I sincerely hope this letter
will serve as a wake-up call for the
citizens of Westfield and their library as
well. They should garner some common
sense and utilize their own literary natu-
ral resources to their best advantage.

Gwyn English Nielsen
Scotch Plains

Grandfather�s Cancer, Death, Sparks
Support of Doctor-Assisted Suicide

Had I been asked one year ago for my
opinion of euthanasia and physician-as-
sisted suicide, it would by no means have
been a supportive one.

The idea of so-called mercy killing
sparked visions in my mind of �Dr. Death�
standing rigidly over a patient, counting
down the seconds till his or her last
breath. It seemed to me a very cold way
to die.

Because I am Jewish, I have always
been taught that taking a life is no one�s
job but God�s. Even as a rambunctious,
healthy 9-year-old, my mother and grand-
mother would tell me that when a person�s
time to die arrives, God sends down an

angel who wraps you in a cloud and
whisks you off into eternal bliss.

So, when my grandfather was diag-
nosed with stomach cancer, there was
nothing to do but wait for God.

Doctors knew something was wrong
with the patriarch of our family when he
lost all appetite, coughed up blood and
fainted from surging pains.

Within a week of his diagnosis, he was
in the hospital, scheduled for two inva-
sive surgeries. Only after the second, did
we learn that the cancer had spread too
quickly to save him.

It isn�t enough that my grandfather
�suffered.� That word does not express
even half of the agony, humiliation and
sadness he experienced in the last year of
his life. It was seeing him this way that
made me hate the laws banning doctor
assisted suicide � hate the government
for controlling the life of my grandfather.
I even thought I hated my family for not
insisting that he no longer be forced to
live.

If there are readers who assume that if
legalized, assisted suicide would be an
immoral orchestration of human life, as I
once did, I ask that you consider my
grandfather�s case. If ever again faced
with the decision to �wait for God,� or to
end the suffering of a loved one with a
terminal illness, it is my greatest hope
that the latter option be at hand.

Suzannah Skolnik-Smith
Westfield

Some Responsibility Must Be Taken
Regarding Icy Sidewalk Conditions

I would like to know why the side-
walks in Westfield are allowed to re-
main ice-covered after inclement
weather.

On Saturday, January 16, I was
walking in front of the Presbyterian
Church on East Broad Street in heavy
hiking boots and fell. The sidewalk
was like an oil slick, slippery to the
touch.

After talking to a man that works
for the church, I was informed that the
sidewalk may not be the responsibil-
ity of the church, but of the town
itself.

As I continued to walk around the

town, I noticed that other places,
both public and private had not both-
ered to shovel or salt their side-
walks.

While I would like to commend
and thank the minority that took the
time and had the courtesy to do so,
I must pass judgment on the major-
ity.

I am amazed that the town would
allow this. The town is just biding its
time before a lawsuit is filed against
it.

Linda Josephson
Westfield

SP/FCAAN Adopts
Aircraft Noise Policy
On January 12, the Scotch Plains Coun-

cil adopted a fresh aircraft noise policy.
Councilman Tarquin Bromley, honor-

ing a pledge made by all three Demo-
cratic candidates during the fall cam-
paign, introduced a resolution endorsing
a six-month live test of ocean routing.
The resolution was seconded by Coun-
cilman Franklin Donatelli and unani-
mously adopted by the council.

The endorsement of ocean routing re-
turns the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil to its 1990 public policy position
promoted by former Mayor Alan Augus-
tine. Following an aircraft noise study
commissioned by the council, he strongly
supported its conclusion that air noise
relief can only be achieved through a
statewide routing approach.

Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens
Against Aircraft Noise adopted this con-
cept and since 1991, we have consis-
tently endorsed the New Jersey Coali-
tion Against Aircraft Noise�s Ocean
Route Plan which addresses air noise
throughout northern and central New
Jersey.

We appreciate the support of Mayor
Geri Morgan Samuel and her Council.

Martha Sides
Secretary

Scotch Plains/Fanwood CAAN
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