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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Scotch Plains Council Schedules
Meetings to Begin Crafting Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil plans to hold a series of work
sessions next month to craft a budget
for 1999. Meetings will be held on
Mondays, February 1 and 8, at 4:30
p.m., and on Thursday, February 11,
at 8 p.m. and are open to the public.

At its conference meeting last week,
the governing body agreed to hold
another budget session later in the
month, if necessary.

Mayor Geri M. Samuel told The
Times she doesn�t expect any areas of
contention during the meetings,
which, she admitted, may take a bit
more time than usual since �three of
us (herself and fellow council Demo-
crats Tarquin Jay Bromley and
Franklin P. Donatelli) haven�t gone
through this process before.�

One budget item that will be closely
examined, she promised, is the cost
and number of township vehicles al-
located to officials for personal use �
an issue the Democrats had raised
during last year�s election campaign.

The council also agreed last week
to give township businesses the op-
portunity to sponsor signs welcom-
ing people into Scotch Plains. Sev-
eral such signs at the township�s
borders have been removed recently
due to their deteriorating condition.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins said seven new signs have been
ordered, with another five or six needed.

Similar efforts regarding business
sponsorship of the welcome signs have
failed in the past, but Republican
Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr. said the concept would save the
township money it would otherwise

have to spend on the signs.
Mayor Samuel felt the proposal

�shows a lot of pride in the commu-
nity that merchants are willing to
sponsor such signs at the entrances to
town.�

On another matter, the council,
facing protests from a number of
downtown businesses, said it will ask
the organizers of the annual Freddie
Spencer Memorial Bicycle Race to
look for other areas in town in which
to hold the event. The race takes
place on a Sunday in late May.

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association, in a letter
to the Mayor and Council, said the
race has �adversely impacted� asso-
ciation members who are open on
Sunday, and suggested a different
type of bicycle event be held. Orga-
nizers of the race will be notified of
businesses� concerns, which include
safe access to their stores.

Separately, the township�s health
insurance program for its employees
expires on Thursday, July 1, and
officials are currently examining pro-
spective new plans and carriers.

Mayor Samuel said she would pre-
fer a longer-term arrangement rather
than having to switch insurance car-
riers every year or two.

Mr. Atkins stressed to The Times
that, whatever the new plan is, �town-
ship employees will have health ben-
efits similar to what they have now.�

And, in connection with Union
County�s effort this year to make
traffic light improvements along Park
and Martine Avenues, a single thor-
oughfare, directional signs will be
posted at the road�s downtown inter-
section with East Second Street. These

signs will indicate the easterly direc-
tion of Westfield and Plainfield Av-
enues, also a dually-named street.

Shackamaxon Drive
Subdivision Approved

Without Road Widening
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In accordance with a resolution
passed by the Township of Scotch
Plains Planning Board on January
20, plans for a minor subdivision at
2131 Shackamaxon Drive in Scotch
Plains can proceed without the de-
veloper widening the roadway in front
of the lot.

In an amendment to the resolution,
however, the board took the unprec-
edented step of asking applicant An-
thony Doyle to deposit $5,000 in the
township�s general fund to cover the
anticipated costs of replacing the pip-
ing in front of the property.

The site is located opposite the drive-
way into Shackamaxon County Club.

Given the 23-foot �effective width�
of Shackamaxon Drive in front of the
lot, Township Engineer Dennis
Harrington called for widening the
road by four to eight feet at various
points along the frontage of the prop-
erty. The minimum road width re-
quired by law in this area is 30 feet.

Mr. Harrington and engineer James
Watson of EKA Associates, P.A.
agreed that there are pipes running
near the property which are already
close to the road surface, and would
certainly have to be replaced in the
event of widening.

Mr. Watson, who spoke on behalf
of the applicant, said that the piping
was �already a mishmash� before the
subdivision was even proposed.

If the board had directed Mr. Doyle
to widen the road before proceeding
with the subdivision, in accordance
with the township engineer�s recom-
mendation, it would have cost the
applicant approximately $25,000.
The cost would include drainage im-
provements (pipes, sewers and catch
basin) as well as road improvements.

Because Mr. Harrington stated that
�uniform replacement (of pipes) at
the appropriate depth� would be re-
quired at some future point, the board
agreed that it was appropriate for the
applicant to front the money for those

repairs along his property.
Mr. Doyle attempted to stave off

imposition of additional costs to him
by advising the board that he planned
to install a $20,000 drainage system
on the property of the new home.

�The water won�t hit the streets,�
he stated.

Mr. Harrington disagreed.
Before making a motion to waive

the road widening requirement, Board
Chairman George Tomkin commended
Mr. Harrington for his recommenda-
tions, but noted that the Department of
Public Works was �OK� with the pro-
posal and that no accidents were re-
ported for the intersection.

�If there�s nothing broken,� he said,
�it�s not necessary to fix it� � for now.

The board had already waived the
requirements for curbing and side-
walks on the site at its December 21,
1998 meeting.

In other business, the board re-
viewed a number of special use per-
mits, including requests for outdoor
seating at Extreme Cuisine, 503 Park
Avenue; and Breakaway Frozen Yo-
gurt, 447 Park Avenue. It also re-
viewed a special use permit from
Seymour �s Antiques and Col-
lectibles, 1732 East Second Street
for an outdoor merchandise display.
Permit requests will be forwarded to
the Township Council for approval.

Westfield School Calendar
Revised Due to Closings

WESTFIELD � The Westfield
Board of Education has announced
that President�s Weekend will be one
day shorter for students this year due to
recent school closings because of in-
clement weather.

Schools will be closed on Monday,
February 15. Students must report to
school on Tuesday, February 16. If an
additional snow day is needed prior to
February 15, schools will remain open
on February 15.

Any additional snow days will be
made up during spring vacation, be-
ginning on Friday, April 9, and work-
ing backwards.

The two official �snow days� which

were built into the 1998-1999 school
calendar were used on September 8,
following the Labor Day storm, and on
January 14.

In the event of inclement weather,
announcements concerning school
closings or delayed openings may be
found on the Westfield web site on the
Internet: http://westfieldnj.com;
WJDM (1530 AM) and WOR (710
AM) radio stations.

Parent-teacher groups will call par-
ents of students from kindergarten
through eighth grade. High school
families may call Westfield High
School Parent Teacher Organization
board members for information.

Board of Education Sets
Open Agenda Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will discuss the 1999-2000 school
budget during its Committee of the
Whole meetings today, Thursday,
January 28; Wednesday, February 3;
Monday, February 8; Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9; Tuesday, February 16; and
Monday, February 22.

All meetings will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Administration Building at
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://whttp://whttp://whttp://whttp://westfestfestfestfestfieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.com

� No More Dialing � Internet Using TV Cable
� No More Busy Signals � Instantaneous Connection
� No More Phone Lines � 3 E-Mail Addresses

Midori�s Younger Brother

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion began discussion of its preliminary
budget for the 1999-2000 school year

on Tuesday evening at a work session
following its regular meeting.

School board members shared sta-
tistics calculated for the next school
year, including a shift in the numbers of
students per grade. However, Dr.
Gerard Schaller, Chief School Admin-
istrator, described these figures as still
�preliminary.�

For the upcoming school year, Dr.
Schaller stated that the number of first-
grade classes would be reduced from
four to three.

There would still be four second-grade
classes, he noted, but the number of third-
grade classes would be raised from three
to four. He stated that the other grades
would stay the same as they are now.

Dr. Schaller also stated that, as of the
end of the school day Tuesday, there
were 59 students signed up for a kin-
dergarten screening.

The School Administrator also noted
that there would be a slight decrease in
non-certified personnel, as well as a
small increase in the number of certi-
fied teachers. He said part-time posi-
tions would be added for physical edu-
cation as well as for the computer re-
source classes.

School board members asked for
additional meetings to further discuss
all figures in the preliminary budget.

Meetings are currently scheduled for
Tuesday, February 2, at 7 p.m. to focus
primarily on the new technology for
Deerfield School, and Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9, at 6:30 p.m. for strategic plan-
ning; Wednesday, February 17, at 7
p.m. for the mathematics curriculum,
and Tuesday, February 23, at 7:30 p.m.
to approve the budget.

A public hearing on the budget is also
scheduled for Tuesday, March 23, at
7:30 p.m. All meetings are held in the
Media Center at Deerfield School.

In other business, the Board of Edu-
cation voted unanimously to support
the Mountainside police in their pur-
suit of a Federal grant of $125,000.

The grant would be used over a three-
year period to hire an additional officer
for the Mountainside force. This officer
would be assigned exclusively to the
Mountainside school district.

According to Sergeant Scott
Worswick, who represented the
borough�s police department at the
meeting, the officer would be stationed
at Deerfield as well as at Governor
Livingston High School. It would bring
the current number of full-time officers
on the force from 22 to 23.

After the meeting, Sergeant Worswick
commented that not only would the of-
ficer provide a presence at these schools,
but would be active in D.A.R.E. (Drug
Awareness and Resistance Education)
programs, as well as a Safe Kids Pro-
gram. The latter program instructs chil-
dren in basic safety after school.

The officer would also be available
to attend football games, school dances
or other special events where school
officials wanted a police presence.
Sergeant Worswick added that the of-
ficer would be available to monitor the
recreational fields.

The Sergeant said the Federal grant
for the hiring of the officer is available
through the Community Oriented Polic-
ing program, and that other municipali-
ties were also applying for it. He stated
that the borough would know in April if
the grant request has been approved.

Mountainside Board of Education
Discusses Preliminary School Budget


