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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
JOFFE JOLTS DAVIS; TEZUCAR, KIVETZ WIN BIG

Sizzling Hot Blue Devils Stop
Minutemen Matmen, 43-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistence overcomes resistance!
And the persistence of several young
Blue Devil wrestlers paid off in stun-
ning victories as the Westfield High
School wrestling team stopped the
Minutemen from Elizabeth, 43-35,
in Westfield on January 13. Veteran
Blue Devils Onur Tezucar and Mike
Kivetz held up their end of the bar-
gain by recording impressive wins.

After yielding a forfeit at 103, the
Blue Devils sent Mike Sawicki up
against Carlos Lescano at 112 and
the first test of persistence began.
Lescano quickly scored a takedown
and trouble was looming for Sawicki.
After Sawicki was awarded a point
for an illegal hold, Lescano pried
Sawicki to his back and picked up
two back points, gaining a 4-1 lead.

Sawicki fought out of his peril and
reversed Lescano, making the score

4-3 at the end of the first period.
Lescano hastily attempted a
takedown, Sawicki pulled a sandbag
maneuver then pinned Lescano with
a reverse half nelson in 3:01 to tie the
team score at 6-6.

�Mike gave up a takedown and fell
behind but he didn�t stop. That is like
the theme for the day,� said a pleased
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
�He was not the only one. A bunch of
us got down, then came back to win.�

At 119, Dan Sawicki came out like
a ball of fire, lifted Diego Gil off his
feet, took him to the mats and flat-
tened him with a wrist and a half
nelson combination in 1:13. Not to
be outdone, Blue Devil Jim Villane
nailed Lonzo Halsey with a double-
leg takedown and pinned him with a
combination identical to Sawicki�s
in just :30.

The Blue Devils were sporting an
18-6 lead until Minuteman Jamar
Walker added a fall in just seconds at
130 to close the team score to 18-12.

The next test of persistence arrived
at 135. An explosive Derrick Davis
swiftly scored a double-leg takedown
on Blue Devil Sean Joffe, but Joffe
reversed Davis and added a two-
point nearfall to take a 4-2 lead.
Davis pulled a switch reversal then
turned Joffe to his back. Joffe resisted
until the period ended.

Davis had a 7-4 lead, but Joffe had
the top position in the second period.
With determination, Joffe worked a
wrist and a half nelson, then turned
Davis to his back to record the fall in
2:37 to push the Blue Devils� lead to
24-12.

�When he got me to my back, he
almost pinned me but I got out,� said
Joffe. �I took top in the second pe-
riod, then broke him down and tried
to put in legs but that didn�t work. So
I took a wrist and a half and pinned
him.�

The Minutemen blasted their way
back to knot the team score at 24, but
Tezucar soon changed the score to
30-24. After scoring a devastating
double-leg takedown he clamped
Jorge Farinas in a stacked, double-

FRANCAVILLA GETS KEY PIN; FEELEY FINALIZES IT

Raider Matmen Win Thriller
Over Cougars in the �Jungle�

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�Welcome to the Jungle� was the
tune played as the Cougar wrestlers
stormed onto the mats to warm up
prior to their match with the tough
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School team in Cranford on Janu-
ary 13. The roar of the crowd was
deafening as the outcome of the
match was not decided until heavy-
weight Jim Feeley showed Vinnie
Munoz the lights to give the Raid-
ers a 40-30 victory.

Raider Head Coach Mike
Artigliere, who was previously the
Cougar Head Coach, was keenly
aware of the fans� intensity which
presented a perfect wrestling atmo-
sphere. Wrestlers on both sides of
the mats were pacing and practicing
their takedown moves in nervous
anticipation.

Two fine freshmen at 103-pounds,
Raider Lucas Francavilla and Cou-

JEANNIE MCCOY HITS FOR 15 PTS

Lady Kardinals Repel
Raider Bballers, 49-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Suffering from the absence of lead-
ing scorer Nikki McCoy, the Raider
girls basketball team were unable to
keep up with the high-flying Kearny
Kardinals, who won 49-39 in Scotch
Plains on January 16. Jeannie McCoy,
however, stepped forward and led the
Raiders with 15 points and 13 re-
bounds.

The Raiders edged ahead of the
Kardinals, 8-6, with 3:49 left in the
first quarter when center Katie
Feighner went to the foul line and hit
both of her free throws. After the
Kardinals jumped ahead, 9-8,
Feighner hit a layup to make the
score 10-9. The Kardinals came back
with five seconds left in the quarter

with a layup of their own to take an
11-10 lead.

The second quarter was riddled by
bad throws, plenty of steals and
blocked shots by both teams. The
Raiders were also having a particu-
larly difficult time finding the mark
on field goals.

A right-side jumper by senior
Christine Bowers and a layup by
McCoy tied the score at 14-14 early
in the second quarter. Kardinals
Margie Mendez and Jeanine Day each
added layups to push their lead to 18-
14, but freshman Kelli LaForge hit a
layup to make the score 18-16. Just
before the half, LaForge hit another
layup to make the score 22-19.

The Raiders stayed with the

gar Pat Daly, were the first to bear
the responsibility of representing
their team well. And, they did.
Francavilla scored a single-leg
takedown, then Daly escaped, mak-
ing the score 2-1 in the first period.
With just 10 seconds left in the
second period, Francavilla added a
reversal to go ahead 4-1. In the
third, Francavilla stacked Daly for
good using a chicken-wing, step over
maneuver.

�If I were to highlight any par-
ticular match of the evening, it
would be Lucas Francavilla�s
match,� said Artigliere. �He put
everything into it. It was a big pin
and he got us started.�

Dave Loewinger, at 112, quickly
hit Cougar Dan Genovese with a
double-leg takedown, then pried him
with a half nelson to record the fall
in 1:16. The Raiders pushed the
team score to 12-0.

Cougar 119-pounder Greg
Brown clamped Mike Loewinger
in a cradle to narrow the team
score to 12-6, but Charlie Tripet
upped the Raiders� lead to 18-6 by
pinning Luke Russo in 3:08. Tripet
scored a double-leg takedown and
a penalty point before rocking
Russo with a cradle.

Raider Tony Melendez put on a
clinic at 130. First, however, Cou-

gar Bob Verhoeven surprised
Melendez with a takedown near the
end of the mat. Melendez escaped,
slipped behind Verhoeven then be-
gan to stretch him out using a pain-
ful guillotine leg pinning combina-
tion. After picking up three points
for the nearfall, Melendez led 6-2.

In the second period, Melendez
confused Verhoeven into locking
hands, using a series of switches, a
turn in then a standing switch rever-
sal. Once on top, Melendez worked
a chicken-wing, step over to a Gable
maneuver then a cradle to pick up
two more back points.

Melendez continued his instruc-
tions in the third period. He began to
crank Verhoeven with a power half.
Verhoeven stalled. Melendez picked
up a point. Melendez worked the
guillotine again and added another
two-point nearfall to secure a 14-2,
majority decision.

�I tried to mix it up a little bit. I
used legs. I used a lot of things. I
wanted to work on certain moves,�
said Melendez of his barrage of moves
that he used on Verhoeven. �I used
the guillotine and the stretcher. That
takes a lot out of a person when you
squeeze him.�

When asked about Verhoeven�s first
period takedown, Melendez an-

ANZELONE FIRES IN 17 POINTS

Union Cagers Handle
Blue Devil Boys, 74-48

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Pete Anzelone fired in 17
points for Westfield but the 13th-
ranked Farmers from Union hit for a
combined 45 points in the second
and third quarters and buried the
Blue Devils 74-48 in Westfield on
January 16. Much credit should be
given to the highly versatile Farmers
as they had three players hit in double
figures and were deadly from three-
point range as well as with fast breaks.

The Farmers� speed and deadly
scoring immediately took its toll and
forced the Blue Devils to play catch
up. Farmer LaForest Knox opened
the game with a three-pointer, then
Reggie Trail followed with a layup to
jump the score to 5-0. Anzelone hit a
two-pointer from the left side, but
Trail and Rob Zincowicz both hit for
two to give the Farmers a 9-2 lead.

Anzelone kept the Blue Devils in
the game by hitting six of his points in
the first quarter. Blue Devils Matt
Rosen sank four points and Maurice
Boatwright added two as the quarter
ended, 16-12, in favor of the Farmers.

In the second quarter, Anzelone
continued to roll, hitting two jump-
ers from the left side and one jumper
from the right. Center Tom Langton
pushed in four points, Boatwright
scored three and junior Jeff Weber hit

a three-pointer to give the Blue Dev-
ils a 16-point quarter. But, Knox and
Scott Olson took over and scored all
but six of the Farmers� 22 points to
stretch the lead to 38-28.

The events of the third quarter
were highlighted by superb fast breaks
and outside shooting as the Farmers
out-scored the Blue Devils 23-12 to
pull away with a 61-40 lead. Mo
Oliver and Trail broke loose with a
combined six layups while Olson
and Knox hit from the outside.
Boatwright hit seven of his 12 points
in the third quarter.

With the game well in hand, the
Farmers eased up with their second
string players in the fourth quarter
and so did the Blue Devils.

Langton finished with eight points,
Rosen had four and sophomores Mark
Kolvites and Doug Minarik added
two apiece. Union improved to 10-1
while the Blue Devils fell to 2-6.
Union 16 22 23 13 74
Westfield 12 16 12   8 48

Devil Girls 4x800 Places
Third at Group 3 Relays

The Westfield High School girls
4x800-meter relay team finished
third at the Group 3 State Relays
in Princeton on January 17. Over-
all, the Blue Devil girls winter
track team placed 14th with seven
team points.

Senior Megan Shutts at 2:34.43,
senior Tara Bhandari at 2:32.9,
sophomore Kyle Legones at 2:39.8
and junior Heather Dennis at
2:35.69 totaled 10:22.92 to cross
third in the 4x800-meter relay.

Shutts, running the 1,200-meter
leg in 4:05, Dennis, running the
800-meter leg at 2:32.7, junior
Aubrey McGovern, running the 400-
meter leg in 1:06.5, and Legones,
running the 1,600-meter leg in
5:53.9, totaled 13:39 to capture sixth
in the distance medley relay.

Sophomores Elysa Cognetti at
:08.7, Katie Onishi at :10.6, Susan
Hinds at :09.0 and senior Julie
Elmuccio at :08.8, finished seventh
in the shuttle hurdles with a total of
:36.97. Hinds and senior Andrea
Constandis, running respective times
of :30.7 and :30.4 in the 200-meters,
freshman Elyse Goldweitz, running
the 400-meters in 1:12.8, and senior

Adrianne Blauvelt, running the 800-
meters in 2:41.8, teamed to total
4:55.74 in the sprint medley relay.

Senior Susan Phillips with a heave
of 29�2� and sophomore Elizabeth
Sweeney with a personal-best 28�1.5�
totaled 57�3� in the team shot put.

McGovern at 1:07.8, Dennis at
1:04.4, Shutts at 1:09.4 and Bhandari
at 1:08.9, totaled 4:30.93 in the
4x400-meters. Elmuccio with a leap
of 4�4� and Dennis at 4�8� totaled 9�
in the team high jump.

Senior John Cognetti, running the
1,200 leg in 3:30.5, junior Matt
Manahan, running the 800 leg in
2:10.9, junior Seth Augenstein, run-
ning the 400 leg in :56.48, and senior
Gordon Kaslusky, running the 1,600
leg in 4:45.02, totaled 11:23.23 in
the boys distance medley relay.

Augenstein and sophomore Jason
Dryer, with respective times of :25.82
and :26.61 in the 200 leg, Cognetti,
at :55.63 in the 400 leg, and Kaslusky,
at 2:08.43 in the 800 leg, totaled
3:56.49 in the sprint medley relay.

Kaskusky at :56.5, Dryer at :57.07,
Cognetti at :55.6 and sophomore
Mike Sinocki at :55.8, totaled 3:45.1
in the boys 4x400-meter event.
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Woodward, Franzone
Place First in State

Group 3 High Jump
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Blair Woodward and
sophomore Mike Franzone combined
to win the New Jersey State Group 3
team high jump with a total of 12�0�.
The Raiders placed eighth in the
team scoring with 11 points.

Woodward, Nathan Jones,
Franzone and Anthony Cary teamed
for a :33.84 total to grab sixth in the
shuttle hurdles.

Coxson is Among
Swimming Elite
 Westfield High School girls swim-

mer Jesse Coxson remains among
the elite in New Jersey high school
swimming. Coxson presently owns
the state�s best times in the 200-yard
freestyle at 1:57.48 and in the 500-
yard freestyle at 5:07.89.

Blue Devil Seth Burstein has the
fourth-fastest time in the 100-yard
butterfly at :53.73 and Raider Steve
Cole has the sixth-highest total in the
one-meter springboard event at 180.8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL ON A HOT STREAK�Senior Mike Anzelone looks for another
shot in the second quarter against the Farmers in Westfield on January 16. Anzelone
fired in 17 points, but the 13th-ranked Union Farmers went home with the victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRAIGHTENING THINGS OUT�Raider Tony Melendez, top, looks at the referee as he collects back points on Cougar
Rob Verhoeven. Melendez was working a stretcher maneuver with a chin hook and won his 130-lb. bout, 14-2. The Raiders
won a, 40-30, thriller in the �Jungle� in Cranford on January 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A CRADLE�Blue Devil Tom Hanscom, top, attempts to set up a
cradle on Minuteman Corey Gary at the 160-lb. class. Hanscom won a 15-5 majority
decision. Westfield defeated Elizabeth, 43- 35 in Westfield on January 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTAINING A KARDINAL�Raiders Christine Bowers, left, Katie Feighner,
No. 40, Najwa Glover, No. 20, and Kelli LaForge, No. 52, have their eyes on a
Kardinal as she dribbles the ball. Kearny beat the Raiders, 49-39.

SETH BURSTEIN�Senior on the Blue Devils
boys swimming team. Seth is definitely one of the
premier swimmers in the 50 and 100 butterfly
events, the 100-freestyle and 200-freestyle relay
events. Burstein is the man to beat in Union
County in the 100-yard butterfly. Burstein
presently has the fourth-fastest time in the state in
the 100-butterfly. Burstein also soars academically
and takes highly advanced courses. The Scholar-
Athlete of the Month has been created by The
Westfield Leader and is sponsored by the listed
establishments.
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