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Westfield Welcomes New Year
During First Night Festivities

Privatizing Collection at Receptacles
Aimed at Cleaning Up Downtown

Courtesy of First Night Westfield

RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR...These families wait around for the start of the
First Night Westfield �99 festivities to begin at the National Guard Armory on
Rahway Avenue, one of the many venues for the third annual non-alcohol,
community and family-oriented event. First Night, now a national event, was
initiated in Boston during America�s Bicentennial year in 1976.

Courtesy of First Night Westfield
DOING THE CHARLESTON...These youngsters from the Center for Dance
Education, Clark, do the Charleston during opening ceremonies as part of the
First Night Westfield �99 celebration of the arts held at the National Guard
Armory on Rahway Avenue.

Courtesy of First Night Westfield
BALLOON ANIMATION...This youngster gets his very own balloon animal
during First Night Westfield �99 festivities held at the National Guard Armory
on Rahway Avenue.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

First Night Westfield �99 filled the
town with a celebratory air New
Year�s Eve, as children carried color-
ful balloon sculptures, couples
crooned to �60s and �70s tunes, square
dancers swung their partners and
Madcap Mutts pranced about. Ev-
eryone was ready to welcome a new
year.

Opening ceremonies at the Na-
tional Guard Armory prepared eager
participants for the third annual
evening of festivities, as sequined
and savvy dancers from the Center
for Dance Education in Clark started
hands clapping with dazzling per-
formances.

Just across the street at Westfield
High School, men and women learned
to do-si-do and sashay during easy-
to-follow lessons in Fiddlestix Square
Dancing held in the gymnasium.

Participants popped in and out of
the high school cafeterias to find
tables set up with creative and color-
ful art supplies for mask, hat and

mural making, as well as mystical
magic shows.

The Westfield �Y� offered Coun-
try Western Line Dancing with Joan
Wright and Dave Farrell. Dancers
learned combinations such as �toe-
heel-cha-cha-cha� and how to mas-
ter another dance combination, the
�grapevine,� which culminated into
one enthusiastic line dance perfor-

By MARK MATTHEWS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Moving to avoid another summer
of overflowing trash cans while there
is still a chill in the air, the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
and the Department of Public Works
(DPW) recently outlined a two-step
strategy to eliminate the problem.

Joseph Spector, the Chairman of
the DWC - the body which governs
the downtown special improvement
district, said the two organizations
are planning to clean up the excess
waste more efficiently through a num-
ber of cost-effective proposals and
secondly, will initiate a recycling
program to reduce the amount of
commercial waste the businesses
themselves generate.

The actions taken by the Depart-
ment of Public Works and the DWC
are partially attributed to the �con-
stant complaints� the Town Council
receives from a number of Westfield
residents, DWC Executive Director
Michael LaPlace said.

�(The trash problem) always comes
up in town meetings and people al-
ways say a clean town needs to be at
the forefront of our agenda,� stated
Mr. LaPlace.

Involved in the first step of the
cleanup will be the privatization of
the downtown trash removal. Cur-
rently, the town owns one aging gar-
bage truck which rumbles through
downtown a few times a month.

According to Kenneth Marsh, the
Department of Public Works Direc-

tor and Town Engineer, the cost of
replacing the truck would fall be-
tween $100,000 to $200,000.

�We�ve supported (privatization)
for the past two years,� Mr. Marsh
said. �It would allow us to put the
three to four �fellas� (DPW workers)
used on the garbage removal to better
use.�

�The DPW employees can be used
for more important things like leaf
removal and paving the roads,� Mr.
Spector added. �Also, the employees
of a private company would probably
do a more efficient job.�

Mr. Spector cited work experience
as the basic reason for better job
efficiency.

Sealed bids are currently being
accepted and the chosen contractor
will be revealed by Town Clerk Joy
Vreeland in approximately 60 days.

Mr. Marsh said the Town Council
and the Department of Public Works
will review all the bids and compare
them to the costs currently spent on
trash removal by the town.

In the early stages of planning, the
privatization was intended for solely
the downtown area but the idea of
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William S. Jeremiah Named Town Attorney;
William L. Brennan Appointed Municipal Judge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what apparently turned out to be
a compromise between local Demo-
crats and Republicans, the Town
Council confirmed the appointment
of William S. Jeremiah, 2nd, the
town�s Planning Board attorney for
the past 14 years, as the new Town
Attorney.

He replaces the retiring Charles H.
Brandt, a former councilman, who
has held the position for 20 years.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim was also
able to fill the unexpired term of the
Municipal Judge with the appoint-
ment of William L. Brennan, a former
Assistant District Attorney in Brook-
lyn who was once a Westfield council
candidate himself.

Mr. Brennan also served as a City
Councilman in Rutherford for three
years, and ran an unsuccessful cam-
paign against former Councilwoman
Gail S. Vernick in 1994.

Mr. Brennan will complete the fi-
nal year of the term of Marion S.
Mogielnicki, who resigned in Sep-
tember of 1997 just nine months into
her three-year term. She replaced
Edward J. Hobbie, who had previ-
ously served for 14 years on the bench.

Jeffrey M. Gechtman has filled the
post in an acting capacity since Ms.
Mogielnicki�s departure.

Mr. Gechtman had served as the

main substitute judge before taking
over for Ms. Mognielnicki.

When Mayor Jardim attempted to
name Mr. Gechtman as a permanent
judge in December of 1997, it was, in
fact, Mr. Brennan who came before
the governing body to support the
appointment. The Mayor�s appoint-
ment, though, was defeated by the
governing body along party lines.
Counsel consent is required for the
appointment of the judge.

Mr. Brennan withdrew himself
from consideration for the post at
that time. Four other candidates had
been under consideration, including
both Judge Gechtman and Mr.
Hobbie.

Upon the appointment Tuesday
night, Judge-elect Brennan said he
was �humbled� to have received a
unanimous vote from the council.

�I am going to work as hard as I
can to meet the expectations of the
council,� he said.

In an effort to ensure that the court
docket keeps moving, he promised to
be �a stickler for being on time.�

The new judge said he does not
anticipate any changes in the court
schedule. Westfield Municipal Court
is currently in session Tuesday and
Thursday mornings.

Noting that municipal court is
sometimes the first and only impres-
sion non-residents have of a commu-
nity, Mr. Brennan said he would do
his �best to set a fine example for the
Town of Westfield for those people
who just pass through Westfield.�

Commenting on the appointment,
Mayor Jardim said, �We need some-
one strong for our municipal (court)
office and he is the person for that
(office).�

Meanwhile, Mr. Jeremiah said he
was �honored to be the Town Attor-
ney and as a Westfielder, I am look-
ing forward to it.�

Mr. Jeremiah has had a law office
in town since 1977. Active in town
community affairs, he is a Past Presi-
dent of the Westfield �Y� Board of
Directors, the Westfield Foundation
and the Education Fund of Westfield,
as well as a Trustee of the United

Fund of Westfield. He is also active in
the Westfield Rotary Club.

On the appointment of Mr.
Jeremiah, the Mayor said, �It�s some-
thing I can live with because I have so
much admiration for Bill Jeremiah.�

His only hesitation was that he had
intended to appoint Paul Strauchler
to the post. He had been serving as
Assistant Town Attorney.

�I�m not happy that the appoint-
ments seem to take the interest of so
many people,� the Mayor explained,
admitting that if as much time could
be put on town policy matters, �we
might be better off.�

Commenting on the appointments,
Republican Second Ward Council-
man Matthew P. Albano said, �We
showed that bipartisan politics can
work. We came up with a compro-
mise that was acceptable to both par-
ties and, ultimately, beneficial to the
town.�

Noting his many years of service to
the town, Mr. Jeremiah said he al-
most considers serving in the post to

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HE�S WALKED THE WALK...Newly sworn in Westfield First Ward Council-
man Carl A. Salisbury displays the shoes he wore this past fall during his door-
to-door campaign, which reached most of the 500 households in the ward.
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CARL SALISBURY TAKES SEAT AS NEW FIRST WARD COUNCILMAN

Downtown Parking Facility Tops Agenda
For Mayor Jardim�s 2nd Term of Office

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A �WORK IN PROGRESS�...Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, holding his daughter,
Cecile, is administered the oath of office for his second term by Union County
Counsel Carol I. Cohen, right. Holding the Holy Bible, at left, is the Mayor�s
wife, Karen. The Mayor said he views his second inauguration �not so much as
the initiation of something new, but as the continuation of a work in progress.�

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Before a standing-room only crowd
packed into the Town Council Cham-
bers, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim told
Westfielders that the implementa-
tion of a �systematic solution� to the
downtown �persistent problem of
parking� will be the top challenge for
the 1999 governing body.

Mayor Jardim made his remarks
after taking the oath of office to begin
his second term, thus becoming the
first Democrat in town history to
attain that feat. When elected in 1996,
Mr. Jardim became the first Demo-

crat in 85 years to be elected Mayor.
Also beginning their second terms

were Councilmen John J. Walsh and
Lawrence A. Goldman, representing
the Third and Fourth Wards, respec-
tively. Second Ward Councilman
James J. Gruba, the only Republican
candidate to win election in Novem-
ber, was not able to attend the inau-
guration. He took the oath for an-
other term Tuesday night.

Carl A. Salisbury took the oath to
begin his freshman term on the coun-
cil New Year�s Day. He replaces
former Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, who was defeated in the

Mayoral race last November. Since
her council seat and the Mayor�s race
came up the same year, she vacated
her seat to run for the higher office.

By virtue of winning the Mayor�s
race and three of the four council
seats up for election, Democrats have
shrunk the Republican council ma-
jority to 5-4 for the second time in
three years. The four seats up this
year are held by Republicans.

In his remarks, Mayor Jardim said
the implementation of a plan for con-
struction of a parking facility, also
known as a deck, in the central busi-
ness district this year is high on his
list of priorities. He said his goal is to
have the final design and financing
in place early enough so the council
can solicit bids for such a facility by
the end of the year.

Councilman Walsh added that the
governing body �cannot jeopardize
our now vibrant downtown by failing
to provide access to it with adequate
parking.�

�All signs point to a parking deck,
but the hard question will be where,�
he said. �The devil is always in the
details, and anyone who claims to
have mastered the devil has not met
him yet.�

Likewise, Councilman Goldman
said he would like to see the council
take action to improve parking in the
downtown so that it is not an issue in
the fall election campaign. Mr.
Goldman said he would like a site
identified for a multi-level deck by
mid-year.

Mayor Jardim also put shuttle jit-
ney service high on his list of goals
for the new year. He said such a
service, which he hopes to have in
place by January 1, 2000, would ad-

dress the lack of adequate commuter
parking at the Westfield Train Sta-
tion and the lack of transportation
options for senior citizens.

He noted that the proposed 1999
municipal budget includes funding
for the repaving and upgrading of
municipal parking lots throughout
the business district. In addition, more
ground-level parking spaces will be
created through the combination of
the Prospect and Elm Street parking
lots.

Another area facing changes this
year will be the Public Works Depart-
ment. Mayor Jardim said a reorgani-
zation of the department will be aimed
at improving response time on com-
plaints filed with the Building De-
partment, along with the issuance of
construction permits and approval
through the Zoning Board.

Mayor Jardim also said town gov-
ernment needs to take advantage of
incentives for sharing services with
surrounding communities that are
expected to be passed by the state
Legislature.

He said fire and tax collection ser-
vices, along with the municipal court
and general assistance program, are
examples of areas that could be shared
or combined with other towns.

Westfield currently runs a regional
health department through contracts
with five other towns.

Other initiatives sought by the
Mayor this year include implementa-
tion of a comprehensive pedestrian
safety improvement plan, improve-
ment of programming on Westfield�s
local cable television access channel,
TV 36; and a �renewed investment�
in the Central Avenue and Cacciola

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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The United Fund of Westfield
301 North Avenue, West

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113

Catholic Community Services
Volunteer, 55 years and older, to make a daily 5 minute

 telephone call to an isolated homebound adult.
Holy Trinity Food Pantry

Volunteer morning telephone staff, afternoon food packers
and personal hygiene products.

Friends of Mindowaskin Park
Volunteers to help with the spring party in the park.
New Jersey Workshop for The Arts

Volunteers for grant writing, public relations, marketing, funding
and repairs. Instrument donations.

Jewish Community Center
Entertainment items for the youth lounge: books and games

new or in excellent condition, CD/tape boom box,
 Nintendo set with four controllers

The Caring Box

 Please call the United Fund if you can help!

Because Westfielders Care... the spirit of volunteerism is very special in
Westfield. The United Fund of Westfield, through a grant from the

Westfield Foundation and the help of The Westfield Leader, is proud to
provide The Caring Box. This volunteer clearing house, responding to
special, immediate needs in our community, will be published monthly.

mance.
Former Westfield resident and

one-man show Tender Polman of-
fered generous renditions of �60s
and �70s classics, as well as original
music during three performances
which packed the Social Hall of the
Methodist Church.

Despite the chilly weather, chil-
dren held onto their balloon sculp-
tures and couples practiced new
dance steps on the way to the old-
fashioned trolleys which transported
First Night participants to their next
venue.

The Grand Finale celebration led
everyone back to the Armory, where
1999 was ushered in with a �ball
drop� which was orchestrated by the
Westfield Fire Department. The fi-
nale also featured an accordion per-
formance of �Auld Lang Syne� by
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter.

An estimated 500 First Night par-
ticipants attended the finale, which
took place for the first time indoors.

Julia Black, who helped spear-
head plans for First Night Westfield
�99, reported that approximately 200
people attended the finale when it
was held on the corner of East Broad
and Elm Streets.

First Night Westfield grew out of
the first such celebration which took
place in Boston in 1976. The event,
which celebrates the New Year and
promotes an appreciation of visual
and performing arts, has spread to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Welcomes 1999
At First Night Festivities

communities from Tampa, Florida
to Honolulu, Hawaii.

Offering enthusiasts an alcohol-
free environment, there are currently
204 First Night celebrations
throughout the world, including 186
in the United States, 16 in Canada;
one in Hastings, New Zealand, and
one in Greenwich, England.

According to Mrs. Black, ap-
proximately 4,500 to 5,000 buttons
were sold for this year�s celebra-
tion. She noted that this was an
increase over the turnout for last
year�s festivities.

After all of the confetti was thrown
and First Nighters returned to their
homes to make resolutions and start
the new year, Mrs. Black said she
received rave reviews from partici-
pants for venues such as Vidbel�s
Circus, Madcap Mutts, and Hudson
River Rats.

The Westfield �Y,� the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Foun-
dation sponsored the event, while
PNC Bank sponsored Vidbel�s Cir-
cus, which was held in the Armory.
Local private and business donors
also helped to make the celebration
possible.

The trolleys and buses were spon-
sored by the Westfield Recreation
Department, the Downtown West-
field Corporation, and Debbie
Schmidt, Executive Director of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

expanding it for every public re-
ceptacle is currently under review,
Mr. Spector explained.

While at the same time the
method of trash removal is being
debated, the number of trash cans
town-wide is slated to grow. There
are currently 60 receptacles town-
wide, yet as the new year goes on,
each one will be replaced by a new
ornate black model.

The DWC has placed one of the
new receptacles at the corner of
East Broad Street and Elm Street to
test it for durability and cleanli-
ness. Also, approximately 50 new
cans will be placed in high usage
areas around Westfield from the
sandlots to the parking lots.

In terms of recycling, the council
and DWC are working toward a

Cleaner Downtown is Aim of
Privatizing Trash Collection

universal commercial program that
will include all the businesses down-
town.

�It costs each business roughly
$200 to $300 in disposal costs each
month and all the waste goes
straight for a landfill. Recycling is
efficient, costs nothing and is good
for the environment,� said Mr.
Spector.

The DWC and the Department
of Public Works are also consider-
ing other projects to increase con-
sumer turnout in Westfield. The
DWC added new holiday lights
and Westfield identification ban-
ners in the downtown over the past
year, and are considering small
public parks and at least one
bricked crosswalk this year with
more to follow.

MAYOR AND NARRATOR�Mayor Thomas C. Jardim narrated the West-
field Symphony Orchestra�s two performances of Saint-Saëns� �Carnivale of the
Animals� at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield during First Night West-
field. Teen piano soloists, Peter and Alan Yu of Westfield, were also featured.
Maestro David Wroe conducted the program which also included Grieg�s
�Holberg Suite� and Straus� �Pizzacato Polka.� Pictured, left to right, are:
David Wroe, Peter Yu, Alan Yu, Cecile Jardim and Mayor Jardim.

Place neighborhood preservation pro-
gram.

Labeling his inauguration �a work in
progress,� Mayor Jardim promised that
Westfield �will stand at the forefront of
innovation in the effective delivery of
municipal services. And we will con-
tinue to meet and exceed the expecta-
tions of Westfield�s residents.�

Both Councilmen Walsh and
Goldman emphasized the need for coun-
cil members to work together. While
Mr. Walsh said �bipartisan government
is here to stay,� Mr. Goldman noted that
the council needs to �strive to avoid the
potholes created by outside
forces...individuals who do not sit up
here (on the council) but believe it is in
their interest or the interest of their party
to stand in the way of progress.�

In this belief, Councilman Goldman
said he favors changing the terms of the
Mayor and council members to four
years each so that the governing body
can spend more time working on policy
than on reelection campaigns.

�In my view, the benefits of holding
elections in Westfield every two years,
rather than every year, far outweigh the
detriment� of the �possibility of annual
revolving doors� of council member-
ship, he explained.

Councilman Goldman reasoned that
with longer terms, �perhaps we (coun-
cil members) could work a little better
and the influence of these outside forces
would wan.�

He also urged all council members
�to practice what we preach and put
aside partisan gamesmanship and do

what�s best for this town.�
Showing off the shoes he campaigned

in this past fall, Councilman Salisbury
repeated the old saying, �before we
presume to judge other people, perhaps
we should walk around in their shoes.�

He said this adage compels elected
officials to do a better job of listening to
one another�s positions on town matters,
which are usually held in �good faith.�

Repeating another familiar proverb,
�A journey of 1,000 miles has to begin
with a single step,� Councilman
Salisbury acknowledged that he was
�very pleased and very honored to be
taking that step today.�

The New Year�s Day ceremony was
emceed by former Councilman and
Mayoral contender Anthony M. Laporta.
Throughout his welcoming address, he
emphasized the �principle of service�
by those who have or will serve on the
council or on town committees or com-
missions.

He said those serving on the various
committees must be conscious of the
will of the people, �and not that of
privilege, greed or selfishness.�

Among the dignitaries in attendance
for the swearing-in ceremony were
former Governor James Florio; retired
Union County Superior Court Judge
Alexander J. Menza, Mayor Jardim�s
uncle; Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, Union County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla, County Counsel
Carol I. Cohen; Freeholders Daniel P.
Sullivan, Lewis Mingo, Linda d.
Stender and Donald Goncalves; As-
semblyman Richard H. Bagger, and
former Mayors Allen Chin, Alex Wil-
liams and Bud Boothe.

Also on hand were Board of Educa-
tion President Darielle Walsh, board
members Arlene Gardner and Susan
Jacobson, and former Westfield Coun-
cilmen Kenneth MacRitchie and
Donnell Carr.

Downtown Parking Facility
Tops Mayor�s 1999 Agenda

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be his �civic duty� to Westfield.
Mr. Jeremiah will be replaced as

Planning Board Attorney by Mr.
Strauchler, who has been Assistant
Town Attorney for the past two years,
a position created for him in 1997.
He originally had been set to take
over for Mr. Brandt this year.

Nonetheless, Mr. Strauchler said,
he was �looking forward� to his new
role. The board is set to reorganize at
its Thursday, January 14, meeting, at
which time Mr. Strauchler�s appoint-
ment is expected to be confirmed by
the board.

Mayor Jardim, as the town�s chief
elected official, serves on the Plan-
ning Board. He will be joined this
year by Councilman Albano, who
replaces Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. Mr. Sullivan had
served the past four years.

Robert L. Newell was appointed to
a full three-year term on the Plan-
ning Board. He served as an alternate
member in 1997. Meanwhile, Gary
Hall was moved from a full member
to an alternate with a two-year ap-
pointment.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko was given a one-year term
after receiving a three-year appoint-
ment back in 1996. Prior to 1996, the
post was an annual appointment. Mr.
Gottko has been Administrator since
1993. He was Engineer for the prior
14 years.

Rafael Betancourt and Michael
Diamond were re-appointed as Pros-
ecutor and Public Defender, respec-
tively, as was labor attorney Rick
Danser, 3rd. The Westfield Leader
was again named the official town
newspaper for the placement of legal
notices. Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro,
Jr. was named Emergency Manage-
ment Director.

Two new commissions created in
1997 under town ordinances adopted
by the council last year are the Tree
Preservation Commission and the
Westfield Housing Commission.

Appointed to the Tree Commis-
sion are Michael Snizek, Ronald J.
Burkett, Beth Harbough and Coun-
cilman Albano. A representative of
the Planning Board will fill the fifth
slot.

The Housing Commission, which
will look to help residents gain grants
to rehabilitate their properties, will
include Joseph Stoner and Dani
Holder as ex-officio members repre-
senting the Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee. Fill-
ing the neighborhood representative
slots are Christine Nugent and last
year�s Republican Third Ward coun-
cil candidate, Noreen Lund.

Of the five seats up on the Recre-
ation Commission, only Jonathan
Jones and Melvyn Coren were re-
appointed. Joining the commission
are Robert C. Smith, Peter Echausse
and alternate member Debra Judd.

Seymour Koslowsky was re-ap-

pointed as Commission Chairman
for a one-year term.

Other appointments include the
Reverend Kevin Clark and Lenore
Scurry to the Local Assistance Board;
former Councilman Jubb Corbet, Dr.
Sheldon Glickman, Ellen Pollack and
alternates Kathy Fallon and Mr.
Gottko to the Board of Health;
Alexander Antonelli, Todd Evans,
Jane Stoner, Bob Vivian and alter-
nates Pamela McClure and Donna
Rothstein to the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

Re-appointed to the Board of Ar-
chitectural Review are Jennifer Ryan
and James Demarco as the alternate.
Edmund K. Faltermayer was re-ap-
pointed to the Westfield Memorial
Library Board of Trustees.

William Kravec was appointed
again to the Union County Solid
Waste Advisory Board along with
John Salerno as the alternate. Jon
Bramnick, the Republican council
candidate in the First Ward last year,
was named to the Insurance Advi-
sory Board along with Michael P.
Locascio, who was re-appointed.

Marvin Gersten and Mark Millet
were re-appointed to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board. Clair Lazarowitz and
Jonathan Spitz were re-appointed to
the Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board, with Jerome Feder
and Rosemary Millet again to serve
on the county�s Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board.

As far as eight standing Town
Council Committees go, the biggest
change is on Transportation, Park-
ing and Traffic, where Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan was
replaced by Councilman Salisbury.
Mr. Sullivan, who will still be on the
Transportation Committee, will chair
the Public Safety Committee this year.

The committee chairs will remain
the same, with Councilman Albano
heading the Building and Town Prop-
erty Committee, First Ward Council-
man Gregory S. McDermott chair-
ing the Solid Waste Committee, Sec-
ond Ward Councilman James J.
Gruba leading the Finance Commit-
tee, Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh chairing the Public Works
Committee, Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence A. Goldman heading
the Laws and Rules Committee, and
Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein chairing the Person-
nel Policy Committee.

Councilman Sullivan will serve as
the council Liaison to the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and to
the Senior Citizens Housing Corpo-
ration, while Councilmen Goldman,
Walsh and McDermott will serve on
the Board of Education Liaison Com-
mittee. Mr. Salisbury will be the Li-
aison with the Board of Health.

Councilman Goldman will serve
as Acting Mayor with Councilman
Gruba as Alternate Acting Mayor.

Mayor, Council Appoint
New Town Attorney, Judge
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Geri Samuel Takes Oath as Democrats
Take Majority on Scotch Plains Council

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The new year has not only brought in
a new Mayor, as is tradition in Scotch
Plains, but also a new political party in
the majority role of the governing body.

Geri M. Samuel was sworn in as Mayor
during a late-morning ceremony New
Year�s Day at the Municipal Building as
Democrats regained control of the Town-
ship Council for the first time since 1974.

Mrs. Samuel, a 1995 State Assembly
candidate, and fellow Democrats Tarquin
Jay Bromley and Franklin P. Donatelli
began their four-year terms on the Coun-
cil before an overflow crowd that in-
cluded local, county and state officials.

Republican members William J.
McClintock, Jr., and Martin Marks re-
main on the Council in what Dr. Marks
admitted was the �uncomfortable� posi-
tion of being in the minority party.

Mayor Samuel and Mr. Bromley, who
was named Deputy Mayor, were selected
by unanimous votes of the Council.

In what he termed the �spirit of conti-
nuity,� Councilman Bromley took the
oath of office from Robert Johnston, the
Republican Councilman he defeated in
November.

In her inaugural message, Mayor
Samuel, the township�s sixth woman
Mayor, called the day �a new begin-
ning,� but not a change �in the purpose�

of the Council. She said she wanted to
work with the Republicans on a number
of issues, including the preservation of
open space, more recreational programs
for teenagers, settling on a solution for
the use of the former Scotch Plains Zoo
property, and encouraging further down-
town development.

The Democrats said during last fall�s
campaign that another priority would be
to work for an elected mayor system of
government in Scotch Plains.

Mayor Samuel announced the forma-
tion of task forces to formulate plans for
downtown development and to develop
recreational activities for teens.

She said she �looks forward to input
from the citizens� of Scotch Plains.

Deputy Mayor Bromley, the first law-
yer on the Council in eight years, echoed
the Mayor�s final remarks, promising
residents that �we will listen,� adding
that the new Democratic majority on the
Council �has a lot of ideas as to where
this town should be.�

Republican Councilman McClintock,
now the senior member of the Council,
said the GOP �looks for cooperation and
will give cooperation.� He listed several
challenges to the Democrats: �Bring new
accomplishments to the town, keep taxes
low, keep grants high and keep the bal-
ance sheet strong.�

Councilman Marks said that, despite
political differences, the Council is, at its
core, �five people who care very deeply
about this town and want to see it thrive.�

Township Administrator Thomas K.
Atkins, in wishing the new Council �all
the best,� noted that it has gone from 45
years of collective experience to just 10
years.

With a new party in power, there are
also a number of new faces in township
government. Andrew M. Baron was ap-
pointed as Township Attorney, replacing
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco who held the post.

Kenneth N. Lipstein, a candidate for
Township Council in 1996, was named
Municipal Prosecutor and David B.
Littman was appointed Public Defender.

The three appointments, approved by
3-0 votes with the two Republicans Coun-
cil members abstaining, are for one year.

Appointed to one-year terms on the
Planning Board were Mayor Samuel,
Building Inspector Robert LaCosta and
Mr. Bromley. Mr. Bromley will repre-
sent the council on the board. Pamela
Boright, the wife of former Union County
Freeholder and head of Scotch Plains
Democratic Party, received a full four
year-term on the board.

Thomas Perrucci was reappointed to
the Zoning Board of Adjustment along
with new bosard member Maura Berger.
Both seats are for four years.

Harold Brody, Robert Bergen and Carol
Webster were appointed to one-year terms
on the Board of Assessments for Local
Improvements.

Councilman Bromley will serve as
Council Liaison the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and as a
member of the Union County Air Traffic
Noise Advisory Board. Mr. Donatelli
will be the Council Liaison to the Senior
Citizens Advisory Committee and the
Holiday Decorations Committee.

Councilman McClintock was ap-
pointed liaison to the Parent-Teacher
Association, the Raritan Valley Rail Line
Commission and the Library Board of
Trustees.

Mr. Marks will be the Council liaison
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Health Advisory Board and the Down-
town Task Force.

Among the host of dignitaries in atten-
dance at the meeting were Senator
DiFrancesco, Fanwood Mayor MaryAnne
S. Connelly, former Scotch Plains May-
ors Gabe Spera, Mauro Checchio and
Albert Theurer; Freeholders Alexander
Mirabella and Lewis Mingo, Jr., and
Union County Counsel Carol Cohen.

The next regular meeting of the Coun-
cil will be Tuesday, January 12, at 8 p.m.

In a change in meeting format, council
conference sessions will be held every
other Wednesday followed by the public
meetings on the following Tuesday
evening. Conference sessions start at 8:30
p.m. while public or regular meetings
begin at 8 p.m.

Fanwood Councilwomen Are Sworn In;
Mayor Hopes for Progress in Downtown

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was standing-room only New Year�s
Day as Democratic Councilwomen Karen
M. Schurtz and Katherine Mitchell of
Fanwood took their oath of office during
the annual reorganization meeting of the
borough�s governing body.

Sworn in by Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly shortly after noon in the Bor-
ough Council chambers, Mrs. Schurtz
and Ms. Mitchell were each accompa-
nied by family members as approximately
70 well-wishers looked on from the audi-
ence.

Mrs. Schurtz is now in her second
term, while Ms. Mitchell is a first-time
councilwoman. Their November 3 vic-
tory over Republican challengers Wilfred
P. Coronato and David B. Trumpp en-
abled the Democrats to retain their 4-3
majority in local government.

The council remains evenly split be-
tween Democrats and Republicans, with
Fanwood�s Democratic Mayor acting as
tie breaker when necessary.

Ms. Mitchell succeeds former Coun-
cil President and fellow Democrat Bruce
H. Walsh as a member of the governing
body. Mr. Walsh, who was among those
in attendance, also served as the
borough�s Police Commissioner before
retiring from the council at the end of
1998.

Mayor Connelly called Mrs. Schurtz
an �outstanding� council representative,
saying she has been �thorough and fair�
in the handling of her responsibilities as
a public official. Mrs. Schurtz is the
borough�s new Police Commissioner.

The Mayor likewise described Ms.
Mitchell, formerly Fanwood�s Demo-
cratic Municipal Chairwoman and a
founding member of the Fanwood Recy-
cling Center, as �a fine individual� who
she remarked would be �an asset to our
council.�

Ms. Mitchell, a registered nurse with
the Visiting Nurse Association of Cen-
tral New Jersey�s Woodbridge office,
was also named as the borough�s regis-
tered nurse.

Elected officials voted along party
lines, as they did last year, on both the
naming of a new Council President and
the reappointment of Dennis Estis as
Borough Attorney. The attorney�s posi-
tion is one of several Mayoral appoint-
ments.

Republicans rejected Mrs. Schurtz�s
nomination, seconded by Ms. Mitchell,
of Democratic Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr., for the position of Council
President. Mayor Connelly broke the tie
to approve the nomination.

The Mayor said Mr. Populus, who was
elected to his second full term in 1997,
�has been responsible for bringing so

much to the borough,� including having
obtained grants for the municipality.

She also cited his role as a member of
Fanwood�s Community Assessment
Committee, which last year developed
�action projects� to help guide the bor-
ough into the 21st century.

Mayor Connelly also broke a tie among
council members concerning Mr. Estis�s
reappointment, after Republican Coun-
cilman Joel Whitaker motioned that it be
voted on separately from the roster of
other borough officials for 1999. The list
of officials as a whole, however, was
then approved through a unanimous vote
by the council.

Councilman Whitaker, while describ-
ing Mr. Estis as a �competent� attorney,
said he disagreed with part of the latter�s
role as legal counsel to the Mayor and
Borough Council.

He said he felt that, although Mr. Estis
represents the entire governing body,
elected officials should also be able to
seek advice from the attorney individu-
ally, without the information having to
be shared by the attorney with the Mayor
or other members of the council.

Mr. Estis explained to The Times sev-
eral days later that it would be �inappro-
priate� for him, as borough attorney, to
honor the request of an individual coun-
cil member to withhold the nature of a
discussion on borough business from the
Mayor � the municipality�s Chief Execu-
tive Officer � or the council.

He said the appropriate channel would
be for the council member to present his
or her request for a confidential discus-
sion with the attorney to the governing
body. Once the governing body had ap-
proved the request, Mr. Estis said he
would be happy to honor it.

Mayor Connelly broke a tie vote again
later in the meeting on a resolution cov-
ering the professional service contract
for Mr. Estis. She argued that the attor-
ney, who has represented the borough for
11 years, has saved the municipality a lot
of money and helped it avoid lawsuits.

She described his $120-per-hour fee
as �reasonable,� based on rates for such
services across the county.

In addition to the Fanny Wood Day
and Holiday Decorations Committees, a
nine-member Millennium Committee has
been appointed to plan the borough�s
celebration of the year 2000. A Cultural
Arts Committee has also been estab-
lished to spearhead expansion of cul-
tural arts programs in the community.

Under other appointments, Mr.
Whitaker was named to a one-year term
as council representative to the Fanwood
Planning Board. Llewyellen Fisher was
reappointed as the governing body�s rep-
resentative to the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee.

The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
was once again designated as one of the
official media for legal advertising by
the borough.

In her address to the governing body
and the community, Mayor Connelly
predicted that 1999 would �be filled
with new challenges and questions,� as
the borough continues its transition �from
the old to the new.�

She also reflected on some of the
major events and milestones which
shaped Fanwood in 1998, among them
the appointments of a new Police Chief,
Captain and Lieutenant, as well as the
50th anniversary of the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad and the successful integra-
tion of the Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment.

She additionally noted that the bor-
ough obtained $300,000 in grants and
contributions which will help keep the
tax increase low, and that a non-profit
501 (c) 3 corporation was created as a
funding source for educational and chari-
table activities in Fanwood.

Mayor Connelly mentioned the pend-
ing expansion of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, a proposal to develop the Dean
Oil site, and the Fanwood Memorial
Library�s move toward full automation
through membership in a regional con-
sortium.

She also highlighted the work of the
Fanwood Community Assessment Com-
mittee and its action groups, which pre-
sented improvement strategies to the
governing body regarding downtown re-
development, long-range planning, com-
munication and volunteerism in Decem-
ber.

Finally, Mrs. Connelly recounted the
devastating storm which wreaked havoc
in Fanwood on Labor Day, calling it �the
greatest challenge we faced this year,�
as well as the first bank robbery to occur
in the history of the borough in Novem-
ber.

For the new year, the Mayor said she
hoped Fanwood officials would receive
a positive response to their recent re-
quest for more than $500,000 in state aid
to implement the borough�s overall
downtown development plan.

She said that, in conjunction with
the work to be done by the newly-
appointed Cultural Arts Committee,
plans are underway to have the reno-
vated Carriage House renamed The
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter in memory of Fanwood�s first
woman Mayor.

In addition, several committees which
evolved from the Community Assess-
ment Committee action groups will work
toward the realization of objectives which
were presented to the Mayor and Coun-
cil last month.


