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WELCOME!�Earlier this month, the Park Middle School Parent-Teacher
Association held a Welcome Coffee for new Principal Rocco A. Collucci. Chester
J. Janusz, right, retiring Principal, was there to say �goodbye� and �thank you,�
as well as to introduce the new Principal. Many of the parents came out to say
hello and enjoy the evening.

Fanwood Budget
To Include Funds

For Bldg. Addition
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Borough Council members con-
tinued last week to hammer out their
proposed 1999 municipal budget,
which as of Tuesday reflected a pre-
liminary total of $5,340,000, accord-
ing to Chief Financial Officer Bar-
bara Brennan.

Officials have been hoping to have
this year�s spending plan ready for
introduction by the governing body�s
next agenda session on Wednesday,
March 3. If that occurs, the budget
could be adopted by the end of next
month, Mrs. Brennan said.

She confirmed that the prelimi-
nary total � which did not include
reserve funds for uncollected taxes
� represented a $43,000 increase
over last year�s total without reserve
moneys. The final tab adopted by the
council last year was $5.5 million.

Both operational and capital ex-
penditures are included in the annual
budget. The operational end includes
salaries and costs involved in run-
ning all borough departments, while
capital expenses range from road re-
pairs to the purchase of municipal
vehicles.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr., Administration and Fi-
nance Committee Chairman, ob-
served last week that the budget is
still in development, and that further
cuts may be made. Another meeting
on the spending plan was scheduled
for Tuesday night.

He said the governing body was
aiming to keep municipal property
taxes flat or not have the rate exceed
the cost of living for borough resi-
dents. Officials are working with a
cap of 1.5 percent over last year�s
budget, Mrs. Brennan acknowledged.

Governing body members have
held several special meetings this
month on the budget. Nearly two
dozen residents, including a group of
senior citizens and several members
of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad, attended a pivotal session on
February 17 at which various line
items and proposed capital projects
were reviewed at length.

Members of the Fanwood Senior
Citizens Club were anxious to hear
whether the council would approve
capital budget funds to expand a
local park building, most likely the
LaGrande Park facility, for use by the
club as well as by other members of
the community.

Officials unanimously supported
allocation of $250,000 for the project,
prompting a round of applause from
the seniors. The club has been meet-
ing for more than 15 years at All
Saints� Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains, but have been eager to have a
home base within their own commu-

nity.
Prior to that, during discussion of

budget line items, the council agreed
to make a first-time allocation of
$10,000 to the rescue squad toward
the future cost of ambulance replace-
ments.

Squad Captain Jeff Downing ap-
pealed to council members for their
support, saying that the squad�s an-
nual fund drive does not always gen-
erate sufficient contributions to put
money into the organization�s ambu-
lance fund.

While the borough did contribute
$25,000 last year toward purchase of
a new ambulance, officials said this
is the first time that funds have been
set aside in the municipal budget for
the squad, which marked its 50th
anniversary last year.

While all governing body mem-
bers present last week expressed sup-
port for the essential role the squad
plays in the borough, opinions varied
on whether or not taxpayers� money
should be incorporated annually into
the budget as a reserve fund for future
ambulance purchases.

�It�s a matter of prioritizing,� re-
marked Councilman Joel Whitaker,
noting that this money could be used
for more immediate needs, such as
sewer repairs in various parts of the
community. He indicated that a new
ambulance purchase could then be
addressed when the need arose.

He also said it would be unfair to
tax residents extra now for ambu-
lance needs in the years ahead, while
sparing the next generation of tax-
payers any of those costs.

Although he concurred that prob-
lems such as the sewers do need to
be addressed, Councilman Populus
favored enabling the squad to pur-
chase a new ambulance every 10
years � the typical lifespan for such
vehicles � rather than periodically
replacing parts.

Addressing the concern that am-
bulance units be maintained in con-
stant good working order, he com-
mented, �If that rig doesn�t roll to-
night, that�s a problem.�

Councilman Stuart S. Kline, who
serves as Liaison to the rescue squad,
remarked that not including an an-
nual contribution in the budget
would give residents �the benefit of
the ambulance without having to
pay for it.�

It was not determined whether a
contribution for the squad would be
included in the annual spending plan
in the future. Mr. Downing was ad-
vised to come before the council to
discuss any additional financial needs
of the squad.

The 1999 budget is expected to
include $3,000 in �seed money� to

Township Council
Okays Application
For County Funds

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council Tuesday night approved the
submission of an application to the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders for a $100,000 matching
grant, to be used in conjunction with
$100,000 in township funds for up-
grading and renovating several
township parks.

Specifically, the $200,000 will tar-
get Kramer Manor and Haven Parks,
with Jerseyland and Brookside Parks
listed as two other possibilities. The
county is making funds available
through its 1999 Pocket Park Pro-
gram, which provides matching
grants to municipalities for develop-
ment of new parks or rehabilitation
of existing ones.

The council also approved the re-
ceipt of a $200,000 grant from the
State Department of Community
Affairs, that will be used for parking
lot improvements behind the CVS
building and extending behind all
the stores on that side of East Second
Street.

Separately, officials voted to ac-
cept a $182,000 bid from Waste Man-
agement of New Jersey for the annual
residential spring clean-up, which
will be held during the first week of
June.

In a meeting that lasted barely 30
minutes, the council also approved
two special use permits � one for
Rosie�s Treasures Boutique on Park
Avenue and another for Roseanne
and Joan Marie Cirioli for sidewalk
displays.

The council also approved a reso-
lution allowing the Parent Teacher
Association of School One Elemen-
tary to hold on-premise 50/50 raffles
on Friday, March 26, and Saturday,
May 29, at Willow Avenue, and re-
newed Bowcraft Amusement Park�s
license for 11 games of skill this
summer.

Mayor Geri M. Samuel issued proc-
lamations declaring the week of
March 1 through 5 as Drug and
Alcohol Awareness Week, and the
month of March as Women�s History
Month.

She also reminded residents that
officials with the Union County Board
of Elections will demonstrate the use
of the new voting machine at the
council�s Tuesday, March 9 meeting,
and said that the new welcome signs
set to be placed at the township�s
borders are available for sponsor-
ship.

Any business interested in spon-
soring a sign may contact Ray Par-
don, President of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, at (908) 322-7388.

Township engineers have been
asked to look at every point raised by
Scotch Plains residents two weeks
ago concerning the traffic problems
at the intersection of Raritan and
Rahway Roads, and to present all the
issues relating to each of those points
to the governing body as soon as
possible.

The 1999 township budget meet-
ings are continuing, Mayor Samuel
told The Times, with no issues of real
contention having yet surfaced. It�s
expected that discussions will be held
on the revenue side of the spending
plan next month.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins has said the budget could be
introduced by Thursday, March 18,
or Tuesday, March 23.

The Mayor also told The Times she
expects to name a commission next
month to look into revising the town-
ship charter to allow for the direct
election of a Mayor.

Mr. Atkins said six traffic stan-
chions, supported by flexible orange
tubing, will be placed in the center of
several downtown streets in an effort
to slow and better direct automobile
traffic.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Filing Deadline Nears
For BOE Candidates
The deadline for candidates for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education to file their nominating petitions is fast approaching.
All petitions must be completed and returned by 4 p.m. on Monday,

March 1, to the office of Business Administrator and Board Secretary
Matthew A. Clarke. The petitions require 10 signatures of eligible voters
from the candidate�s district.

Prospective candidates may still obtain petitions from the school
district�s administrative offices at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

Both Morris H. Gillet of Scotch Plains and Jessica L. Simpson of
Fanwood, who hold two of the three board seats which expire this year,
have filed petitions for reelection. The other open seat is occupied by
Edward J. Saridacki, Jr. of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Gillet is now in his second term on the board. Mrs. Simpson is
also in her second full term, having first been named to fill a vacancy
on the school board in 1992. She was elected to her first full term the
following year, and reelected in 1996. Mr. Saridacki is serving his first

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Knights of Columbus Chapter Commends
Emergency Personnel During Awards Night

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

Representatives from the police and
fire departments, as well as the res-
cue squads of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, were honored at last
Thursday�s annual Knights of Co-
lumbus Awards Night program.

From Scotch Plains, the honorees
included Sergeant Mark Zyla and
Officers Suzanne Butler and James
Scannell from the police department;
the entire staff of the fire department,
and William McLaughlin of the
township�s rescue squad.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas F. O�Brien, the three
police officers honored were involved

in a November 25 shootout with a
man wanted for murder, bank rob-
bery and the shooting of two Plainfield
police officers.

The suspect was killed after open-
ing fire on the officers, who had
attempted to apprehend him at the
Scotch Plains-Mountainside border
on Route 22.

Chief O�Brien commented that the
three police officers responded and
acted quickly �to a situation that
could have been a lot more tragic.�

According to Scotch Plains Fire
Captains John Lestarchick and Brian
Mecca, the department includes 35
active men and women who re-
sponded to over 600 calls during the

past year. Captain Lestarchick has
been with the department for 14 years,
while Captain Mecca has served for
22 years.

Mr. McLaughlin was honored for
the many hours he has logged in
responding to daytime calls for the
rescue squad. According to Joan
Gurske, who represented the squad
at the Awards Night, Mr. McLaughlin
has been a member of the rescue unit
since his retirement five years ago
from Public Service Electric and Gas.

Mrs. Gurske added that, prior to
this, Mr. McLaughlin had served on
the township�s Planning Board, and
was a key member in construction of
the township�s municipal building in

the 1960�s.
She commented that Mr.

McLaughlin was a �positive role
model for the teen-aged cadets,� who
attended certification training with
Mr. McLaughlin.

The Fanwood Police Department
honored Detective Eugene Chin, who
became a detective this past January.
According to Chief Robert J. Carboy,
Detective Chin, who was an officer at
that time, observed a mugging last
January on Patterson Road while
walking home from his shift.

Detective Chin apprehended the
two suspects allegedly involved in
the incident, who are going to trial

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

In keeping with the show-biz ad-
age, �The show must go on,� Tues-
day evening�s Coffee with the Super-
intendent took place at Park Middle
School � minus the superintendent.

Parents, Administrators Tackle Diverse Issues
During Coffee Meeting at Park Middle School

Instead, Assistant Superintendent
for Instruction, Dr. John R. Crews,
fielded questions meant for Dr. Carol
B. Choye, who was absent due to
illness.

Approximately 25 parents attended
the event, sponsored by the Parent-

Teacher Association Council, in
Park�s Media Center. Also attending
were new Park Principal Rocco
Collucci, and Assistant Principal
Theresa Elias.

Parents posed a variety of ques-
tions, ranging from budget issues to
homework, and from expanding the
curriculum and improving facilities
to tenure and mentoring for teachers.

Dr. Crews indicated that one-third
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood�s 360 pub-
lic school teachers are untenured,
reflecting the influx of new teachers
over the past several years. He said,
�An outpouring of mentorship main-
tains the balance between rookies
and veterans.�

The district�s mentor program is
mandated by the state for uncertified
(first-year) teachers, who make up 70
percent of the district�s new hires.

According to Dr. Crews, a veteran
teacher acts as a �buddy� to a non-
certified teacher, who pays the vet-
eran a token amount out of his or her
salary to �acknowledge� the time the
veteran spends outside class and
school to assist the rookie teacher.

Mr. Collucci noted that evalua-
tions of the new teachers are made at
10, 20 and 30 weeks during that first
year.

Dr. Crews was also asked about the

district�s position on hiring minority
teachers. �It�s part of the district�s
strategic plan to build a staff that
reflects the community,� explained
the Assistant Superintendent. The
district hired three African-Ameri-
can teachers last year.

He indicated that one of the prob-
lems the district faces is that talented
minority teachers who are consider-
ing coming to a diverse community
like Scotch Plains-Fanwood ulti-
mately opt to �go and give back to the
African-American community.�

Another parent asked if the team
teachers in the middle schools dis-
cuss the amount of homework each
assigns to students. The parent stated
there was a large discrepancy be-
tween the time his child spent on
homework and the two and a half
hours deemed reasonable by the teach-
ing team as a whole.

�We have a board policy and it�s
time to look at it,� said Dr. Crews,
who added that a number of parents
have raised the issue of homework.

Ms. Elias called the issue a �peren-
nial problem� because the time re-
quired to complete an assignment
varies from one student to the next.

Parents asked how the district plans
to respond to the state�s requirements

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Kimberly A. Broadwell for The Times

SALUTED FOR SERVICE�Officers with the Scotch Plains Police Department
are recognized by the Knights of Columbus Father John S. Nelligan Council, No.
5730 at the organization�s 1999 Awards Night last Thursday. Pictured, left to
right, are: Awards Chairman Michael D�Antuono, Officers James Scannell and
Suzanne Butler, Sergeant Mark Zyla, Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas
O�Brien, and Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine. The three officers were honored
for performance of duty during a recent shootout with an armed robbery and
murder suspect.

Kimberly A. Broadwell for The Times

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER�Members of Knights of Columbus Father
John S. Nelligan Council, No. 5730 are joined by local and state officials in
honoring police, fire and rescue squad personnel from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood at the Knights� Annual Awards Night last Thursday. Pictured, left to
right, are: Grand Knight Vincent Lobosco, District Deputy Gregory Westbrook,
Detective Eugene Chin of the Fanwood Police Department, Awards Chairman
Michael D�Antuono, Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy, Assemblyman Alan
M. Augustine, and Fanwood Council President William E. Populus, Jr.
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Filing Deadline Nears
For BOE Candidates

term on the board.
Full school board terms last for three years each. School board elections

will be held this year on Tuesday, April 20.
Citizens must be registered voters by Monday, March 22, in order to

cast their ballots for school board candidates.
To become a registered voter, an individual must be at least 18 years of

age, be a United States citizen, and maintain a primary residence in the
municipality in which he or she seeks to vote.

Registration may be done at the office of the municipal clerk in the
voter�s town, or at the office of the Union County Election Board, 271
North Broad Street in Elizabeth.

Absentee ballots will also be available in County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi�s
office. Residents have until Tuesday, April 13, to apply for an absentee
ballot by mail, and until 3 p.m. on Monday, April 19, for in-person
registration.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Fanwood Budget to Include
Funds for Building Addition

enable the borough�s Downtown Re-
vitalization Committee to launch and
promote the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association.

Like its already-established coun-
terpart organization in Scotch Plains,
the Fanwood association would work
to strengthen and promote the
borough�s business district, officials
have said.

The downtown was one of several
areas identified last year by the
Fanwood Community Assessment
Committee as essential to the success
of the borough as it enters the 21st
century, along with communications,
volunteerism and long-range planning.

Officials last week had earmarked a
total of $18,000 in the proposed bud-
get for projects related to the goals of
the Assessment Committee, including
$3,000 for a facilitator to work with
the committee�s four action groups.

Another $5,000 would be used to
improve communications and volun-
teer efforts through development of
such concepts as a borough newsletter,
Internet web site and youth summit, all
of which had been proposed in a report
by the Assessment Committee action
groups to the council on December 2.

The remaining $10,000 would pay
for a planner to guide implementation
of the borough�s recently-unveiled
Long Range Plan. Entitled �A Future
for Fanwood,� the five-year initiative
calls for enhancements to the down-
town, commuter and recreational ar-
eas, as well as the municipal complex.

Funding requests by the Fanwood
Memorial Library were still under dis-
cussion this week, Mrs. Brennan con-
firmed. The council was looking to
include $9,400 for celebration of pub-
lic events, which includes participa-
tion in local parades, the annual Fanny
Wood Day festival and holiday festivi-
ties. This year�s amount also includes
$3,000 for a prospective millennium
celebration.

Under other operational expendi-
tures, it was anticipated that the
borough�s Construction Office would
require $5,250, with the purchase of
two computers plus file cabinets for
the office to be covered under capital
expenditures.

Projected costs for the fire depart-
ment were set at $33,850; Fire Preven-
tion programs, $1,882, and Fire En-

forcement, $1,590.
In addition to the proposed building

expansion at LaGrande Park, tentative
capital expenditures last week included
various road projects, estimated at be-
tween $150,000 and $200,000 alto-
gether; as well as a drainage project to
eliminate flooding at the Watson Road
lot slated for development as a pocket
park.

Other anticipated capital expendi-
tures, as outlined by Councilman
Populus last week, included alloca-
tions of $50,000 each for sanitary sewer
work and for downtown redevelop-
ment, and $30,000 (including $10,000
from a previous bond ordinance) for
sidewalk repairs.

Also proposed were $75,000 for a
new dump truck, and $43,000 for a
storage facility at the Department of
Public Works (DPW) facility, that
would be utilized by several municipal
departments.

In addition, $9,000 was tapped to
link the Rescue Squad building with a
generator in police headquarters
which could be accessed in case of
emergencies; another $8,000 for re-
painting of the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center, and $3,000 for a
base and streetscape work to accom-
pany the Millennium Clock earmarked
for the corner of South and Martine
Avenues.

Councilman Populus said the bor-
ough hopes to acquire a new fire en-
gine for the borough through a pro-
gram directed by the Union County
Improvement Authority, which enables
participating municipalities to finance
capital purchases at a lower rate.

Mrs. Brennan said borough officials
expected to receive $990,000 in state
aid this year � about $8,000 more than
was awarded for 1998.

Under other business last week, the
council introduced an ordinance
amending the borough�s existing zon-
ing ordinance regarding current per-
mitted uses within Fanwood�s General
Commercial Zone.

The decree, which is scheduled for a
public hearing by the council at its
Thursday, March 11 regular meeting,
corrects contradicting paragraphs in
the original ordinance that relate to
financial and personal service busi-
nesses. Both presently are permitted
uses in the General Commercial Zone.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

next month.
Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola

told audience members that when the
Knights asked him to pick honorees for
their annual Awards Night, he had to
include his entire department �because
the entire department worked very hard
to help residents during the storm that
hit the area on September 7.�

Chief Piccola added that everyone in
the department handled the storm in a
�very professional manner.�

Honored for his many years of ser-
vice to the Fanwood Rescue Squad
was William L. Crosby. According to
John Oatis, the President of the squad,
Mr. Crosby has responded to a total of
7,572 calls since he first joined the
squad in 1957, and has held numer-
ous leadership positions with the
squad.

Mr. Oatis added that Mr. Crosby
was the �person that recruited me to
the squad.�

Michael D�Antuono, Co-Chairman
for the Awards Night and Past Grand
Knight, told the audience that the
Knights have been honoring the men
and women who serve on these emer-
gency response units for approximately
23 years.

He also introduced the current Grand
Knight, Vincent Lobosco, and thanked

Knights Chapter Commends
Emergency Service Personnel

his Co-Chairman, Joseph Sumanski,
who could not attend the event, for
helping to organize the evening�s
awards program.

Among those in attendance at the
Awards Night was Geri M. Samuel,
Mayor of Scotch Plains; Fanwood
Council President William E. Populus,
Jr., and State Assemblyman and former
Scotch Plains Mayor Alan M. Augus-
tine, who currently represents the 22nd
Legislative District.

In concluding the awards program,
Mr. D�Antuono shared some statistics
with the audience on the work that the
Knights of Columbus do for communi-
ties such as Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

According to the Supreme Knight,
Virgil Dechant, Knights of Columbus
nationwide have given $107.1 million
to charities and provided a total of 50.2
million hours of service to their com-
munities in 1997. Altogether, there are
1,590 Knights councils within the
United States.

The evening ended with plaques
given to the children who won the
Knights annual free throw contest. The
winners included Melissa Lominguen,
Christine Lominguen and Megan
Makely for the girls, and Joseph
Wilkinson, Kevin Rotondo and Daniel
Rotondo for the boys.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for students� study of foreign lan-
guage. According to the Assistant
Superintendent, the district will be-
gin by expanding the seventh-grade
oral language program, then broaden
the elementary oral language pro-
gram.

Mr. Collucci and Ms. Elias also
responded to questions specific to
Park, such as improving the quality
and selection of books in the school�s
Library Media Center. They addition-
ally discussed the need for renova-
tions at the school, such as improving
the computer and science labs.

Parents and administrators also
talked about the varied implications
of fifth-grade students possibly mov-
ing up into the middle school, in an
effort to alleviate overcrowding at
the elementary level.

The possible movement of the fifth
grade was just one of many options
discussed by the most recent Facili-
ties and Enrollment Task Force. A
report from that committee is being
prepared for Dr. Choye.

Following her receipt of that re-
port, Dr. Choye is expected to make
a public presentation to the Board of
Education. Public forums would then
be held to allow residents to com-
ment on the superintendent�s recom-
mendation before a decision is made
by board members.

Diverse Issues are Discussed
During Park School Coffee

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• Three juveniles, all residents of

Fanwood, were apprehended by police
after they allegedly broke windows on a
building at Forest Road Park.

The youths, including two 15-year-
olds and a 14-year-old, were released to
their parents� custody, authorities said.

FANWOOD

POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• The theft of a 7.5-foot snow plow

blade from the maintenance garage at a
Shackamaxon Drive facility was reported.

• Udom Suthimaskul, 40, of Union
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated pursuant to a motor
vehicle accident on Route 22, according
to police. There were no reported inju-
ries.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
• Attara Cabell, 21, and Robert T.

Smith, 24, both of Easton, Pennsylvania,
were arrested at Front Street and Terrill
Road and charged with possession of a
stolen vehicle, according to police. The
vehicle, a 1990 Nissan, was reported
stolen from Easton that day.

Cabell received additional summones
for allegedly disregarding a traffic light
and for driving while suspended, au-
thorities said.

• Mario Ramon Solis, 37, of
Piscataway was arrested and charged
with attempted theft by deception and
with offering a forged driver�s license as
identification in attempting to open an
account at Summit Bank on Park Av-
enue, police revealed.

Solis was remanded to the Union
County Jail in lieu of $50,000 bail set by
Judge Joseph Perfilio of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Court.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A wallet was reported stolen from

a vehicle parked in a lot on Park Av-
enue.

• Carlos A. Camacho, 19, of Eliza-
beth was arrested at the intersection of
Martine Avenue and Cliffwood Street
and charged with providing false infor-
mation and with possession of crack co-
caine, according to police. The arrest was
made pursuant to a motor vehicle viola-
tion, authorities said.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• Residents of Balmoral Lane reported

that mail was missing or tampered with.
Postal officials were notified, according
to police.

TALENTED ARTIST�Kenneth Malpas is presented with the �Best in Show�
award February 13 at the Scotch Plains Public Library from Mary Hovanec,
Show Chairwoman for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts Association, for his oil
painting entitled �Our House.� Mr. Malpas received the Silver Bowl, which has
been given to the �Best in Show� winner for more than 30 years. He will keep the
bowl for a year and his name will be engraved on a plate alongside it.

Golden Agers Group Sets
New Trips and Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Group, which
meets at Scotch Hills Country Club
on Thursdays, from 10:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., has announced some of its fu-
ture activities.

On March 11 � Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse, luncheon and the com-
edy, Catch Me if You Can. The bus
will leave at 10 a.m.

On April 22 � Three Little Bak-
ers� Italian Show, Wilmington, Dela-
ware. The bus will leave at 8:45 a.m.

On May 13 � Willow Valley Re-
sort, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Sight
and Sound auditorium. The bus will
leave at 9 a.m.

Monmouth Race Track- details to

follow.
On September 23 � Cruise on

board the �Black Whale� of Long
Beach Island to Trump Castle. The
bus will leave at 8 a.m.

From Monday, October 11, to Fri-
day, October 15, � The Nevele in the
Catskills, Ellenville, New York. Daily
activities, nightly entertainment and
three meals a day are included.

On November 18 � Evergreen
Theater, Mountain Lakes, Christmas
Show. The bus will leave at 10:30
a.m.

The public is invited to join the
Golden Agers on these excursions.
For more information, please contact
Rose Frino, at (908) 322-6330.

Fanwood Library Plans
Book Discussion Group

FANWOOD � The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will hold an adult
book discussion group on Thursday,
April 8, at 7:30 p.m.

The group will discuss �The Awak-
ening� by Kate Chopin. Copies of
the book will be available at the
library�s Circulation Desk.

Advance registration is appreci-
ated, but not required. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 322-
6400.

�P� IS FOR PENGUIN�Kindergartners at Evergreen School in Scotch Plains
posed in their penguin costumes during a unit on the letter �P.� Organized by
teachers Lynn Sanders and Debra Square, the interdisciplinary unit helped the
children learn about penguins through music, art, science and geography. The
children also created the costumes, learned songs about penguins, practiced
waddling, found Antarctica on maps and globes and studied the animals�
environment and feeding and nesting habits. Pictured, left to right, are: Peter
Whether, Allissa Ricci, and Ta�quan Smith.

WE LOVE OUR DADS�The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scouts recently
celebrated Valentine�s Day with a Father/Daughter Dance at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Mike Bernardo and his
daughter, Remé; Shelly Ross and his daughter, Julia, and Joel Hirschhorn and
his daughter, Lauren. The girls are from Brownie Troop No. 352.

SPECIAL ESCORTS�The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Junior Girl Scouts at-
tended a Father-Daughter Dance on January 22 at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. The girls and their fathers
danced to music provided by a disk jockey, had professional photographs taken,
and enjoyed a buffet. At the end of the evening, each girl went home with a
souvenir photo frame and a heart-shaped patch for her uniform. Pictured, left
to right, are: Junior Girl Scouts from Troop No. 912 Lauren Benovengo and her
father, Keith; Stephanie Ricca and her father, Robert, and Karyn Toffolo and
her father, Ken.

Danielle Bousquet to Attend
National Young Leaders Event

SCOTCH PLAINS � Danielle
Bousquet of Scotch Plains has been
selected to attend the National Young
Leaders Conference from Tuesday,
March 2, to Sunday, March 7, in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The conference is a leadership devel-
opment program for high school stu-
dents who have demonstrated leader-
ship potential and scholastic merit.

Danielle will be among 350 National
scholars to attend the conference from
across America. She is a junior at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.

The theme of the conference is �The
Leaders of Tomorrow Meeting the Lead-
ers of Today.� Throughout the confer-
ence, Danielle will interact with key
leaders and newsmakers from the three
branches of government, the media and
the diplomatic corps.

Highlights of the program will in-
clude welcoming remarks from the
Floor of the United States House of
Representatives and a panel discussion

with prominent journalists at the Na-
tional Press Club.

Scholars will visit foreign embassies
and receive policy briefings from senior
government officials. Danielle may also
meet with her Senators and Represen-
tative or an appointed member of their
staff to discuss important issue facing
Scotch Plains and the nation.

She will participate in a number of
leadership skill-building activities. In
one activity, �If I Were President,�
students role-play the President, mem-
bers of the Cabinet and representa-
tives from Capitol Hill who must re-
spond to an international crisis.

The conference culminates with the
Model Congress, in which scholars as-
sume the roles of United States Repre-
sentatives by debating, amending and
voting on proposed legislation.

The conference is sponsored by the
Congressional Youth Leadership Coun-
cil, a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational
organization.

Sara Baer Selected to Attend
National Leadership Event

SCOTCH PLAINS � Sara Baer, a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, is one of only 160 students
from around the world who has been
selected to participate in the National
Student Leadership Conference (NSLC)
at Stanford University in Stanford, Cali-
fornia this summer.

While participating in the confer-
ence on Law and Advocacy, Sara will
have the opportunity to explore and
experience firsthand the law and the
American judicial system from the ear-
liest stages of an investigation through
an actual trial.

High school students from around
the United States and 31 different coun-
tries will participate in the conference,
where they will assume the role of trial
attorneys. They will learn to think
quickly, formulate arguments before a

jury, and field questions posed by legal
scholars.

During the 11-day program, stu-
dents will attend special workshops
and classes where they will learn legal
principles and procedures and study
case law. Law professors, prominent
attorneys, judges, and jury consult-
ants will serve as guest speakers at the
event.

The NSLC�s mission is to identify
and recognize outstanding young lead-
ers and provide them with a unique
learning environment which encour-
ages academic achievement, diversity,
cooperation, and social responsibility,
according to information supplied by
Dr. Paul M. Lisnek, NSLC Director of
Academics and former Assistant Dean
of the Loyola University of Chicago
School of Law.

WE ARE ROOTED IN SERVING THE
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Information is the key to a
healthy and prosperous
community. The towns we
serve have grown and
flourished since we first
began covering them 108
years ago and we pride
ourselves in our

association with them.
Become a subscriber today
and you not only become
a well informed member of
today’s community, you
become part of the rich
traditions that make our
towns truly special!

Yes, I want to become an informed member of my community.
 Please start my subscription to

  The Times of Scotch Plains/Fanwood        The Westfield Leader

Union County Residents Send $20 per year ($24 elsewhere) to
 PO Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or call (908) 232-4407
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�Fallen Flags�
To be Broadcast
Friday on TV-35
Channel 35, the local

cable access channel for
The Borough of
Fanwood, will telecast
�Fallen Flags of Union
County�, a history of the
Central Railroad of New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, February 26.


