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KRISTEN SANTIN NOW WITH PEACE CORPS.

Coles Class Keeping
In Touch With Former

Teacher Via E-Mail

A LESSON IN...Jennifer Murphy�s second grade class at Coles Elementary
School in Scotch Plains has been keeping in touch with former Coles teacher
Kristin Santin who is now working for the Peace Corps in the Dominican
Republic.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - When sec-
ond-grade teacher Kristin Santin took
a leave of absence from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school sys-
tem in 1998 to work with the Peace
Corps in the Dominican Republic,
she left behind her classroom, but not
her instinctive desire to share with
youngsters the wonders of a different
country, culture and language.

As a result, Ms. Santin and her
friend and colleague, Jennifer
Murphy, also a second-grade teacher,
created a pen pal program between
her class at Coles Elementary School
and Ms. Santin.

The children have corresponded
with Ms. Santin via e-mail and post-
cards.

Their questions covered a broad
range of subjects, such as: �Do you
have any friends; what are their
names? What are your favorite kinds
of food? Do you see animals out of
clouds in the sky? Do you like your
city you are staying in? What kinds of
birds are in the Dominican Repub-
lic?�

Ms. Santin has responded with
letters of her own and photographs of
her roommates and the people she
helps in and outside of Santo
Domingo. Her correspondence and
photos are displayed in the Library
Media Center for all Coles students
to enjoy.

�There�s so much to share with the
children,� said Miss Murphy, who,
along with another fellow teacher,
will visit her friend in April. �It�s a
chance to expose them to things that
other kids are going through. They
should be exposed to other cultures.
It helps them appreciate what they
have.�

�The pictures give a good
idea....those children don�t have play-
grounds in their back yards. Houses
have zinc roofs. They�re (her stu-
dents) young, but they get an under-
standing of the differences,� Miss
Murphy explained.

She is quick to point out, however,
that her teaching also focuses on the
similarities among children and fami-
lies around the world.

Ms. Santin clearly feels fortunate
to be �living a dream that dates back
to college.� She wrote, �I�ve had a
lifelong interest in culture and lan-
guage, and I�ve always wanted to live
in Latin America and help others.�

Interestingly enough, the Peace
Corps accepted Ms. Santin, who
has a degree in marketing, not as a
teacher, but as a small business
development volunteer. She ex-
plained that education volunteers
are only accepted in March, and
she did not want to leave her stu-
dents mid-year.

She works at the Dominican De-
velopment Foundation, which pro-
vides technical training and loans to
micro-entrepreneurs and farmers.
Ms. Santin serves as a consultant to

small businesses owned by Domini-
can women, and is creating a direc-
tory of development organizations
who serve women around the coun-
try.

She is also creating Women in
Development regional conferences
and serves as her region�s represen-
tative liaison between the Peace Corps
administration and volunteers.

�There�s lots of autonomous and
fulfilling projects,� she wrote.

Additionally, she teaches English
to 25 students, grades five through
eighth, and is coordinating programs
which bring literature and other do-
nations to the Dominican Republic
from Coles School, with the assis-
tance of Miss Murphy and the school�s
Parent-Teacher Association.

Ms. Santin has established a simi-
lar program with her younger sister�s
school in Virginia.

Miss Murphy said she was able to
construct an entire lesson in reading,
language arts and social studies
through her students� creation of
postcards for Ms. Santin. Students
were asked to design their own pic-
ture on the card and to pose a ques-
tion to Ms. Santin about anything
they wanted to know.

�I sense that the kids feel con-
nected to her,� said Miss Murphy,
�even though they didn�t really know
her at Coles. They enjoy hearing
about a different lifestyle. It�s inter-
esting to them to get into learning
about a different language. They all
want to share the one special word
they might know.�

Last fall, the children were espe-
cially eager to hear about Ms. Santin�s
experiences during the hurricane that
ripped through the Dominican Re-
public.

She wrote that Peace Corps volun-
teers were mandated to stay with
their �barrio families� during the
storm. In the immediate aftermath of
the hurricane, they used machetes to
cut down trees in an effort to clear
roads and survey the damage. Subse-
quent days were spent clearing the
grounds of their training center of
trees, then coordinating and imple-
menting food drops with the Do-
minican Republic, United States and
French governments.

According to Ms. Santin, weeks
were spent at the airport organizing
food packages and loading them onto
planes and helicopters for distribu-
tion.

Of her pen pal correspondence
with the Coles� students, Ms. Santin
wrote, �I love knowing that I can
share things that are �foreign� to
their world, to let them know there�s
a world outside of their own. And,
hopefully, it shows them how to be
grateful and prioritize important
things in life.�

When Ms. Santin joined the Peace
Corps, she made a 27-month com-
mitment, and will remain in the Do-
minican Republic until the summer
of 2000.

Miss Christine M. Cancellieri and Brian D. Feller

Miss Christine Cancellieri
Engaged to Brian Feller

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Cancellieri
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Christine Marie Cancellieri, to Brian
David Feller of Wayne, Pennsylva-
nia. He is the son of Frank Feller of
Wayne, Pennsylvania and Mrs. Gini
Brosius of Whittingham, Vermont.

The bride-elect, a 1992 graduate
of Westfield High School, was
awarded her bachelor�s degree in
elementary education in 1996 from
West Chester University in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. She is em-
ployed as a third-grade teacher with
the Watchung public school district.

Her fiancé, an 1988 alumnus of
Woodlynde Preparatory School in
Strafford, Pennsylvania, graduated
in 1996 from Immaculata University
in Immaculata, Pennsylvania, where

Robert Michael
Is Welcomed
By Vigliones

Rob and Mimi Viglione of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their son, Robert Michael Viglione,
on Friday, January 29, at 2:45 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Robert weighed 7 pounds and 4
ounces and measured 20¾ inches in
length at birth.

His maternal grandparents are
Hugo and Yrma Arambarri of
Weehawken.

Donald and Marilyn Viglione of
Fair Lawn are the paternal grand-
parents.

Noah Shane
Born to Larsons

Ali and Eric Larson of Colorado
Springs, Colorado have announced
the birth of their son, Noah Shane
Larson, on Monday, February 8, at
Memorial Hospital in Colorado
Springs.

The mother is a 1989 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Noah�s maternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Bredlau of
Westfield.

His paternal grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. James Larson of Colorado
Springs.

Buontempos
Welcome Son,

Ryan Anthony
Marguerite and Anthony

Buontempo have announced the birth
of their son, Ryan Anthony
Buontempo, on Wednesday, February
10, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Ryan�s maternal grandfather is
Robert Omer of Latham, New York.

His paternal grandmother is Jean
Buontempo of Cranford.

he was an English major. He is em-
ployed as a sales manager at Fidelity
Leasing, Inc. in West Chester.

The couple plan to be married in
August.

Edison Intermediate Slates
Course Selection Reviews

WESTFIELD � Stewart Carey,
Assistant Principal of Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, has
advised parents that the course selec-
tion process for the 1999-2000 school
year will soon be underway.

According to Mr. Carey, this pro-
cess is an important one because
students� selection of courses allows
the school to properly plan the num-
ber of sections and courses necessary
for the following year.

Course selection sheets will be dis-
tributed to all students during the

first week of March. Students will be
asked to bring them home and select
courses with their parents� assistance.

A course selection review, which
parents are encouraged to attend,
will be held in the Edison School
auditorium, 800 Rahway Avenue, at
7 p.m. on the following dates:

• Thursday, March 11 for incom-
ing eighth graders.

• Thursday, March 25, for incom-
ing seventh graders.

• Monday, March 29, for incom-
ing sixth graders.

Local PTA and Alliance Set
Special Parenting Program

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) has designated Mon-
day, March 1, through Friday, March
5, as Think Purple Week.

Together with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Municipal Alliance, the PTA
will sponsor a presentation by educa-
tor and entertainer Tim Moss for par-
ents on reducing the stress that can
accompany child-rearing.

The program will take place on Tues-
day, March 2, at 7:30 p.m. in the Board
of Education Office, located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street, in
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Moss will explain strategies to
decrease stress, restore balance to busy
lives, and help parents to cope with
everyday hassles. The public is invited
to attend.

He will also spend three days in the
district�s elementary schools, where
he will present an interactive program
on the myths and misinformation re-
garding drugs and alcohol to all stu-
dents in the first through fifth grades.

During Think Purple Week, students
will be reminded of the dangers of
drug and alcohol abuse by participat-
ing in various activities.

In the Hearts and Hands program,
elementary school students write mes-
sages to high school seniors urging
them to avoid drugs and alcohol.
Middle school students write similar
missives to be sent to the graduating
class.

At the middle school level, a pro-
gram called �Good, Clean Fun� will

be presented to sixth graders, along
with conflict resolution classes taught
by guidance counselors.

Purple ribbons will be distributed to
students and faculty to be worn during
the week. Bookmarks and pencils will
also be handed out, and one day will be
designated as �Purple Day,� when all
will be encouraged to wear the color as
a symbol of their support for the cam-
paign against drugs and alcohol.

The Fanwood Women�s Club and
Einhorn�s Florist will help to hang
purple bows throughout Scotch Plains
and Fanwood as part of the week-long
event.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee is a grass
roots prevention organization which
receives funds from the Governor�s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse through the Union County De-
partment of Human Services, Divi-
sion of Planning.

Caregiver Group Slates
Meeting For March 1
WESTFIELD � A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, March 1, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen�s Roman
Catholic Church on Lambert�s Mill
Road in Westfield.

The group meets on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at the
same time and location, for informa-
tion and sharing sessions.

For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

NEW PRODUCTION

Arsenic &
Old Lace

By Joseph Kesselring

The story of 2 charming and innocent ladies who
love to entertain socially acceptable roomers,
their one brother who thinks himself Teddy

Roosevelt and a 2nd rather mysterious brother.

Directed by Peggy E. Seymour

(908) 276-7611 � Tickets $15

Fridays, Feb. 26 & Mar. 5
Saturdays, Feb. 27 & Mar. 6

Curtain 8pm

Dudick & Son

Showroom Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12 • All other hours by appointment

Quality Kitchens & BathsQuality Kitchens & BathsQuality Kitchens & BathsQuality Kitchens & BathsQuality Kitchens & Baths

(908) 789-1790     �     40 North Avenue, Garwood

Satisfying Customers For Over 50 years

� Home Office

� Custom Cabinets

� Corian� Counters

� Entertainment Centers

We are your source for complete
custom kitchen remodeling:

Lancaster, Ltd.
76 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
(908) 232-2232

ENGRAVED WEDDING INVITATIONS

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

AND

SOCIAL STATIONERY

Abbot Tile
Elegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, Quality, Ser, Ser, Ser, Ser, Servicevicevicevicevice

The most exclusive selection of handmade
tiles, murals, marble, domestic & imported
tile, onyx, granite, tumbled stone, concrete
and Formica flooring.

Custom Fabrication of :

� Granite � Marble
� Corian �Futrastone

732-968-0018732-968-0018732-968-0018732-968-0018732-968-0018
Located next to the Loehmann�s/Perkin�s Mall

Colonial Square Mall�US 22 E� Greenbrook

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688


