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just legally drank “near beer,” similar to
the non-alcoholic variety now available.

Juvenile delinquency was minimal, too.
However, life was not without some trag-
edies for youth. One of my contemporar-
ies was killed when a friend sitting next
to him accidentally discharged a .22 cali-
ber rifle. Another neighbor’s teenage preg-
nancy resulted in suicide, but teen sexual
promiscuity was almost unheard of. Like-
wise, drug addiction was not a problem.

A few young people smoked, but some
just experimented with hand-rolled corn
silk cigarettes. Smoking was prohibited
going to and from school.

One reason, perhaps the main reason,
there were practically no teen troubles
was that almost no mothers worked. When
children came home from school, Mother
was there waiting for them or, when they
were older and had various after school
activities, knew what they were doing. In
1920, women voted for the first time.

The 1920s was a boom time. Everyone
seemed to have a good job and was able
to find a better one if desired. However,
when the stock market crash hit in Octo-
ber of 1929, the boom was over with a
bang.

Companies collapsed and went out of
business or eliminated large numbers of
employees. Many former executives con-
sidered themselves lucky to find jobs in
grocery stores. Often, new high school
and college graduates couldn’t get started
at anything. Prices of most everything
declined and, for those fortunate enough
to keep their jobs and not suffer a salary
cut, it was like getting a raise.

In the fall of 1926, I was listening to a
radio broadcast of the Princeton-Yale
football game and was thrilled when
tackle Bob Darby, from Westfield, recov-
ered a goal line fumble and won the game
for Princeton. I was overjoyed when, the
following year, having graduated from
Princeton, Bob came back to Westfield to
teach Latin at Westfield High School,
where I went after Roosevelt Junior High.
I had already been leaning toward
Princeton and this gave me a close con-
nection from which to learn all about it.

Bob was the nephew of State Senator
Arthur N. Pierson and a cousin of Peggy
Pierson, whom I knew. Also, he was a
very good Latin teacher. Bob taught for
two years until he left to go to law school
in 1929.

The Leader was there, too, during all
this time. It was, as now, very highly
regarded.

Westfield High School on Elm Street
was a lot of fun. There were three pro-
grams: General, which allowed students
to take pretty much whatever subjects
they wished; College Prep, which re-
quired specific subjects needed to enter
college, and Commercial, which offered
typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, etc.

I took English, French, Latin, Spanish,

Physics, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonom-
etry, Manual Training (carpentry and
printing), Gym and Music.

There were lots of extra-curricular ac-
tivities: French, Spanish, Debate and
Slide-rule clubs; publications, athletic
teams, dramatics, orchestra, glee club
and proms. One of the traditional activi-
ties was Senior Day, when the senior
class organized entertaining fun pro-
grams.

For this occasion, Herb Cornell and I
produced a musical, melodramatic ex-
travaganza entitled, “Tony and Julie,” in
which he played the part of Julius Caesar
and I sang the role of Marc Antony.

A phrase which one often heard in
those days was “old maid school teacher,”
and an actual count of WHS female fac-
ulty reveals the reason. Only 4 of the 19
women teachers were married. It wasn’t
that the other 15 wouldn’t get married,
but that often, when they did, they stopped
teaching. My own mother planned to
teach when she finished college in 1910,
but didn’t when she was married shortly
after graduation. However, sometimes
these former teachers worked as substi-
tutes.

In those days, teenage boys wore
knickerbockers, or “knickers,” as did golf-
ers in a fuller version, as worn by late
Payne Stewart. A picture of me in 1927 is
typical. Women and girls never wore
slacks or shorts, even for athletics. Girls
wore bloomers when playing basketball.

In 1930, I graduated from Westfield
High School and, due to the excellent
resources of the Westfield Public Li-
brary, I was able to write my senior essay,
“The Quest of the Lost Continent,” and
have it picked for me to deliver at com-
mencement. That fall, I started at
Princeton to follow in the footsteps of
Bob Darby, Wally Ruckert, Ward Randall
and others before me.

During my four years at Princeton, of
course, I spent far less time in Westfield,
but always enjoyed myself when there. It
was a pleasure to return from college,
upon graduation in 1934, and start my
career with Allied Chemical in New York.
However, in 1936, I was assigned to the
St. Louis sales office and, except for
visits over later years, my life in West-
field was over. My parents left in 1946,
when Dad’s Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis infirmities forced him into a nurs-
ing home.

Since my departure in 1936, I have run
into Westfield friends all over the United
States and abroad. All spoke fondly of
their time in this wonderful town as we
shared the nostalgia together. From what
I hear now through my Internet contacts
with present and former Westfielders, it
is still, even if changed somewhat, a great
place in which to live.

Mr. Peters is currently a resident of
Berkeley, Calif.

Former Resident Looks Back
At Pastorial Westfield of Past

DECA-Organized Community Computer Class
Such a Big Hit That Spring Session is Planned

TEACHING TECHNOLOGY…DECA students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School show local residents how to use computers during a recent free course offered
at the high school. The class was so popular that a similar class is on tap for the
spring.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A free
beginner’s computer course offered
recently to the public by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s student orga-
nization, DECA, was so successful
that the group is trying to develop
another one for this spring.

Forty-one high school students from
DECA participated as one-on-one
teachers for the 41 residents who
signed-up for the course, which con-
sisted of two classes.

Andrew Elko, DECA’s Vice Presi-
dent and coordinator of the class, de-
scribed the course as being very suc-
cessful.

Public response to the course was so
great that there is a waiting list for the
next session of at least 25 people, he
added.

Andrew, a high school junior, pre-
pared an outline of the course, which
included lessons in basic computer
skills and software operation, as well
as an introduction to Internet access.

The DECA Vice President said that
the idea for the course was passed on to
him last summer and he followed
through this fall.

Andrew expects to offer the course
twice a year, in the fall and in the

spring.
Many of the students were senior

citizens, according to Andrew.
“We couldn’t believe the exciting

atmosphere that was generated in the
classroom,” Andrew stated.

The class will explore intermediate
and advanced topics in the future, after
several more beginner sessions have
been conducted, Andrew reported.

The fall course was offered Thurs-
day evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
high school computer lab.

Will Town of Westfield be
As We Know it Now in 2100?
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services; many of us left big cities and
big counties where government is re-
mote and elected officialdom virtually
inaccessible.

Municipal mergers have hundreds
of other problems, ranging from out-
standing debt to tenure of employees
and net real estate values and taxes -
not insolvable, but any solution of each
issue generates clear winners and los-
ers — all of whom vote.

Municipalities (and for that matter
school districts and counties) are crea-
tures of the state. The legislature, sub-
ject to some constitutional constraints,
can do pretty much whatever it has the
“political will.” (read that “guts”) to do
with municipal existence. I don’t think
the legislators will force mergers; I
think any legislator trying, say, to re-
align the state into 21 or so city-coun-
ties (like exist elsewhere) would be out
on his/her ear. While we don’t like the
extra expense we perceive, and which
to some extent is there, we like our
local autonomy and structure even
better.

As part of our symposia, I tried to
“recreate” 1794 Westfield statistically,
adding together number of cops, bud-
gets, etc., but lacked data to do the job
completely.

The Administration study a couple
of years ago did virtually the same
thing, combining present Westfield
with several neighbors to create a
100,000 population town, and com-
paring the aggregate government costs
of the combination with a real existing
100,000 community in the area —

Edison.
Not surprisingly, considering the ob-

jective of the study, they found cost of
government in Edison lower. My ques-
tion - and yours should be - do you
want to see Westfield converted into a
larger (in all respects) municipality,
with officials less locally oriented, in
the interest of saving tax dollars?

As noted, the Administration is pro-
moting sharing of services. Actually,
that has been going on for a long time
(Westfield, for example, provides
health and tax assessment services, at
a price, to some neighboring commu-
nities), and our leaders should be ap-
plauded for efforts to expand same.

One thing I do expect to change in
the next 94: the disappearance of most
volunteer fire departments, and rescue
squads.

With the social changes in all com-
munities, the difficulty getting day-
time in-town volunteers and the in-
creased training and certifications and
liability/insurance requirements, many
municipalities, including some of our
neighbors, will have to bite the very
expensive bullet of creating a paid
department. (Westfield’s costs around
$3 million a year). And that will be a
shock.

I wish I could be around to see how
this all plays out over the next 94!

*  *  *  *  *
Garland “Bud” Boothe, Westfield

Mayor 1992-96 and Councilman 1980-92,
has been a student of New Jersey govern-
ment and politics going back to his college
and law school days.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood residents
interested in taking the course may call
the high school to register.

DECA is an organization of market-
ing students who study business man-
agement and other marketing related
topics in a class given by high school
teacher Donald Cababe.

The DECA students also operate a
candy store in the high school and
participate in academic competitions
at national events, among other activi-
ties throughout the year.

the prize.
Politics stirred up little personal feel-

ing save in State or National contests
twenty-five and 35 years ago, but when
the Presidency was at stake
partisanships was expressed in a more
or less heated manner. Mr. Evans re-
members that when Harrison was
elected there was a big procession of
the voters of the winning, side and
much red fire and noise. When Bryan
was defeated in the never-to-be-for-
gotten “Sound Money” campaign and
the “16 to 1” heresy buried beyond
resurrection, some of the most ven-
turesome of the boys of the town got a
cannon and dragged it over to the
homes of E.J. Whitehead and Mr.
Reese, who were among the few faith-
ful Bryan-  ites in town, and sought to
celebrate  so thunderously as to threaten
to break every window in the homes of
the two Democrats. The entire town
went wild and all the Republicans had
windows of their homes  brightly lighted
in celebration of the victory. This was
twenty-three years ago, in 1900.

It was around the beginning of the
new century that the town began to
have “growing pains” and civic pride
assert itself but before | the council-
manic form of government came into
being the few duties of the limited
government of the place were per-
formed by a “Township Committee.”
One of the group was W.W. Connolly,
father of J.R. Connoly, present head of
the Westfield Trust Co., and another
was “Pop” Gardner famous for a time
as the father of the first sewer that was
built in Westfield. This sewer was as-
sumed to be a most striking illustration
of the rapid strides in growth Westfield
was then making, but it was built for a
town of a little over 2,000 and soon
proved altogether too small. Hence
“Pop” Gardner’s fame soon died out.

When the Horse Was King
In 1899 and 1900 horse racing was a

much more popular sport than it now
is. Nearly every town of any pretense
to enterprise and civic spirit possessed
a race course. There were no automo-
biles in those days and blooded horses
of racing quality were held in high
esteem in the world of sports. West-
field, then, had its race course, “Fair
Acres,” which was owned by Robert A.
Fairbairn, and many exciting races,
attended by hundreds of enthusiasts
from Westfield and nearby towns, were
held there. These races were held for
years but with the growing popularity
of the automobile, the sport declined
and the track finally fell into disuse.

A great many of the old time
Westfielders will remember, with Mr.
Evans, Westfield’s “Centennial” cel-
ebration in 1894. It was supposed to
celebrate Westfield’s accomplishments
and growth in the hundred years that
had elapsed since Westfield occupied a
place on any map. There was a big
parade and Mr. Peddie was Grand
Marshal. Adolph Ganzel and Mr. Evans
were his Aides. It was a grand and
glorious occasion.

Back in 1899 young Evans obtained
his first job in the big city. He went into
Wall Street and has been there ever
since and now is a partner in a large
Stock Exchange  house. In the first
days of his apprenticeship in the stock
brokerage business Mr. Evans says the
family of commuters numbered about
300 from Westfield. One of the fast
trains was the 840, which accommo-
dated all the commuters from Plainfield
and Westfield as well and was a through
train from this town.  It had a club car
attached and was considered quite a
luxurious affair.

Broad Street in the Eighties
There were two drug stores on; Broad

street in the early days, one kept by a
man named Bayard. He was a very
charitable man and did a great deal of
good in an unostentatious way among
the deserving poor. John Dorvall was a
clerk in Bayard’s store. The other drug
store was maintained by Dr. Gale, fa-
ther of the present druggist, A. K. Gale,
who was his father’s clerk. Luther
Whittaker, who died about ten years
ago, had a shoe store on Broad street
and he was a sort of oracle in politics
and something of a local “boss” in
Republican affairs. Few nominations
were made without his “o.k.” and he
continued in power for a number of
years. John Darsh’s hardware store
nearby the leading store in that line
and he was well known throughout the
town and country roundabout.

A building known as Arcanum Hall
stood at the corner of Broad and Pros-

pect street. The Congregational Church
first held its services there. The con-
gregation had no regular minister at
first, a “supply” coming from the city
from Sunday to Sunday. There seems
to have been a division in the Presby-
terian church and in the resultant split
the seceders organized the Congrega-
tional church, which was afterwards
housed in its present location.

Westfield had no police force in the
70’s, the only guardian of the peace
being a constable. One of the first was
“Johnny” Marsh, father of Mrs. John
Burhans. Mr. Marsh was also tax as-
sessor. John Stammets was also one of
the early period constables.

In those days the fire house was on
Broad street about where Taylor’s hard-
ware store now is. John Dennis, after-
wards Mayor, was one of the volun-
teers of the fire company and so was
the present fire chief, Fred Decker.
Decker’s father was a tailor. His son
succeeded to the business and Fred
made Mr. Evans’s suit when the latter
was married and he also made the
wedding suit for Mr. Evans’s best man,
Dr. Sinclair. The former Mayor some-
times remarks facetiously to his friends
that Fred was a greater success as a
fireman than at making wedding
clothes. But Fred has improved, no
doubt, in the last twenty-three years or
more since those clothes were made.

Alfred Pearsall, better known as
“Uncle Alfred,” came to Westfield some
time in the 80’s. He and his numerous
family lived at what was then consid-
ered far out of town on Embree Cres-
cent in the Travener house, as it is now.
Leigh M. Pearsall and young Evans
were chums and many a fine horseback
ride did the boys have on “Uncle
Alfred’s” mare. Mr. Pearsall for some
reason would never have the animal
shod and shoeless she went on all
occasions.

Social Diversions
In those early days the young people

did not want for social entertainment.
A tennis club was organized by the
young people and the games were
played on the ground where Arthur N.
Pierson’s house now stands on Elm
street and Walnut. Then there was a
Shakespeare Club, which held read-
ings at the homes of members, the
young people usually driving with horse
and buggy to the scene of these affairs.
As the town grew out of its verdant
village age the young men became
ambitious to have a good baseball team
and one was organized with Chas
Codding, now the well known Surro-
gate as manager. Many and exciting
were the contests with rival teams from
Plainfield and elsewhere. In the win-
ter, skating parties were held on what
is now Mindowaskin Park lake but
which was then known as Clark’s Pond.
There was an icehouse on the shore of
the lake where the east roadway now
runs and the town’s supply was stored
in that icehouse. Our present tax col-
lector, A.H. Clark, was considered the
best skater.

Among the young gallants of the
period in the social set besides those
already mentioned were: Chas.
MacQuoid, who in later years became
Mayor of Roselle; John Brunner, Geo.
Van Buskirk, Dr. Sinclair, L.V. Clark,
“Andy” Smith, Frank Smith, Chas.
Denman, Bert and Cliff Pearsall, Gates
McGarrah, now president of the big
Mechanics and Metals National Bank
of New York City; Allen Worth, Frank
and “Ed” Harbison, and “Bob”
Fairbairn. Miss Ella McGarrah, Mr.
Garrah’s sister, is still a resident of
Westfield. “Andy” Smith was noted as
an organizer of minstrel and other
shows and he invented and had pat-
ented a number of jokes and stories and
he told them just as well as he tells
newly invented ones on the trains and
ferryboats in this benighted age. When
he was a boy “Andy” was regarded as
the model boy of the village and never
— well, hardly ever — joined in any
village pranks except as organizer of
the mischief-makers.

It was among such congenial spirits
that the suggestion that the town was
big enough for a clubhouse arose and
the Casino on Elm street next to the
Baptist Church, and since burned down,
was built and for years that fine struc-
ture was the scene of many pretentious
affairs, dances, dinners and the like.
The advent of the golf clubs and diver-
sion of interest to automobiling nega-
tived all plans for a revival of the town
club spirit and the Casino was never
rebuilt.

Early Recollections By
Former Mayor Evans
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Miller-Cory to Hold Program
On Colonial Sausage Making
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory House

Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, will open its winter season on
Sunday, January 9, with a demonstration
of early American sausage making.

Sausage was a very popular food during
Colonial times and was often prepared
using meat or leftover food, such as stew.
Cooked grain or bread crumbs were often
used as a binder.

Mae Frantz of Cranford will show how
sausage was made during Colonial times.
Colonial cooks usually used beef, pork or
lamb intestines as the casing for the sau-
sage. During the summer months, pre-
pared sausages were smoked for preserva-
tion purposes.

Costumed docents will present tours of
the farmhouse, which was built in 1740 by
Samuel Miller for his wife, Sabra.

The museum shop has an inventory of
Colonial-era reproductions, educational
materials and handicrafts, along with cook-

books and Colonial recipes prepared by
Miller-Cory volunteers.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is open
on Sunday afternoons. In January and
February, the museum hours will be from
2 to 4 p.m. Open-hearth cooking demon-
strations will resume on Sunday, Febru-
ary 27.

Regular hours for the museum are 2 to 5
p.m., which will resume on Sunday, March
5. The museum’s winter schedule is as
follows: Sundays, January 9 and 23, Feb-
ruary 13 and 27, March 5, 12, 19 and 26.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free for
children under  age 6. On January 23, the
museum will feature “Iron Pots and Colo-
nial Cooking Techniques” presented by
Pam McGovern of Westfield.

For information about the museum and
its calendar of events, please call the mu-
seum office at (908) 232-1776 weekdays
between 9 a.m. and noon.

Pedestrian Traffic
Not To Be Regulated

This news story originally was a
page one story November 16, 1927.

* * * * *
Announcement has recently been

made by Police Commissioner Horace
H. MacCowatt that there will be no “Jay
Walking” ordinance introduced or
passed in Westfield. The Commissioner
stated-that pressure has been brought to
bear upon the town Council in an effort
to have such an ordinance passed but so
far has been unsuccessful.

The Commissioner is of the opinion
that pedestrians have the right to use any
part of the street or roadway they choose
as the streets are public property.

Driving a car is a privilege that is
revocable and the driver of a car should
be careful that he does not strike pe-
destrians.

“It is my opinion that the pedestrian,
struck by an automobile can recover
damages, if the person struck carries
the case to the Supreme Court,” de-
clared the Commissioner.


