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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1699-99
(Amending Resolution No. 1298-99)
AWARDED TO: Susan Fellman, Esq.,

313 South Avenue, P.O. Box 485, Fanwood,
New Jersey.

SERVICES: For additional legal services
on behalf of the County of Union in the
matter entitled Gomez v. Union County, et
al.

COST: In the amount of $15,000, for a
total contract amount not to exceed $40,000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1693-99
AWARDED TO: Comprehensive Assis-

tance and Referral for Employees (C.A.R.E.),
505 South Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide a comprehensive
employee assistance program to County
employees and their families.

COST: In an amount not to exceed
$45,684.

PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through
December 31, 2000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $24.48 PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1692-99
AWARDED TO: Employee Assistance

Resources, 55 Princeton-Hightstown Road,
Suite 211, Princeton, New Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide a medical testing
program for employees categorized in the
Commercial Division License Program
(CDL).

COST: In an amount not to exceed
$15,400.

PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through
December 31, 2000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1683-99
(Amending Resolution No. 1373-99)
AWARDED TO: Aculabs Inc., 99-103

Glendale Avenue, Edison, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide laboratory ser-

vices to the residents/patients of Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

COST: In an additional amount of $5,000,
for a new contract amount of $35,000.

PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through
December 31, 2000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1681A-99
AWARDED TO: Delta Dental.
SERVICES: Renewal of Union County

Dental Plan.
COST: In an amount of $630,000.
PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through

December 31, 2000.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1691-99
AWARDED TO: Multi-Care, 100 Com-

merce Place, Clark, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide pre-employment

physicals and other related medical ser-
vices.

COST: In an amount not to exceed
$40,000.

PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through
December 31, 2000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: December 16, 1999
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1688A-99
AWARDED TO: Rehabco Inc., 825 Lehigh

Avenue, Union, New Jersey.
SERVICES: For professional services of

an expert consultant to implement and carry
out overall administration of the Section 8
Housing Assistance Payment Program.

COST: In an amount of $230,000.
PERIOD: From January 1, 2000 through

December 31, 2000.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/23/99, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Arts & Entertainment
CHRISTMAS EDITION

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

The Green Mile
Could Go The Distance

3 popcorns

Based on Steven King’s novel
about life, death and the miracle of
redemption on death row during
The Depression, The Green Mile
goes a long way to entertain. And
while a tad drawn-out and no pol-
ished masterpiece in the haute cin-
ema sense of the term, it just might
have that special something it takes
to pass the test of time — to
become one of those movies that
ultimately turns into an old friend.

This is a unique genus of film
that director-screenwriter Frank
Darabont’s 187-minute opus could
be joining. Such works have a
familiarity. Their repeated appear-
ances on television are like hav-
ing welcome company in our
homes because they speak to us.
And whether or not they garner
fancy awards during their maiden
run, more often than not the phi-
losophies they espouse have come
to console us, to define and de-
fend our personal view of human-
ity.

And so it is with The Green Mile,
with enough parables, metaphors
and similes to populate a text-
book on literary mechanisms. Not
too many shades of gray here,
save for the puzzle at the center of
the tale. And granted, there’s a
twist or two that’ll throw you for a
loop. But for the most part it’s
good versus evil.

Yet what really makes The Green
Mile the movie answer to comfort
food is its ensemble set of inspiring
characterizations.

Admittedly, it’s a bit odd when
you consider the scenario; because
like The Shawshank Redemption,
its predecessor crafted by the same
folks, 95 percent of The Green Mile
takes place in prison - on death
row no less.

Unwrapping for our movie-go-
ing delight and critical approval
yet another in his string of peerless
performance is Tom Hanks as
prison guard Paul Edgecomb, all
around good guy and chief witness
to the wonderment that will soon
work its supernatural ways on the
green mile — a euphemism for
death row.

There, with the aid of his trusty
colleagues Brutus “Brutal” Howell
(David Morse) and Harry
Terwilleger (Jeffrey DeMunn), and
in spite of meddling by politically
connected guard Percy (Doug
Hutchison), Paul engages in the
merciful art of allowing the doomed
their final dignity — even if they
don’t seem to deserve it. Then they
are electrocuted.

The film’s anti-capital punish-
ment stance is evinced with some
very graphic examples — grisly
visions that won’t soon take leave
of your psyche.

Expect the usual set of prison
drama characters, as well as a few
neatly nuanced variations. Among
the more conventional inmates
there is Wild Bill (Sam Rockwell),
one of the most heinous villains to
besmirch the screen since Blue
Duck (Frederic Forrest) appalled
us in Lonesome Dove; Graham
Greene as credibly contrite Arlen
Bitterbuck, hopeful that an after-
life will let him revisit the happi-
ness of his youth; and Michael Jeter
as the haplessly seriocomic Eduard

Delacroix, a French-accented Cajun
whose husbanding of pet mouse
Mr. Jangles points up the tragedy
of a life gone awry.

But no prison film has ever had
a death row inmate quite like John
Coffey, portrayed to the thespic
nines by the nearly 7-foot tall
Michael Duncan. He is slated to die
for the rape and murder of two
little twin girls.

No doubt about it, there’s some-
thing different about John, aside
from his imposing size and a gentle
demeanor to beat the band. The
guards are in awe. He arrives with
an aura that usually accompanies
mystical packages in fairy tales.

Innocence and good seem to
exude from his very being. But he
was found with his horribly gory
victims, crying miserably that he
wanted to “take it back,” but
couldn’t. So there’s a murder mys-
tery angle sewed into the screen-
play; and this ultimately ties into
the more spiritual aspect of the
plot when it becomes apparent
that John has a very special gift.

Just ask Hanks’ kindly guard/
reluctant executioner, suffering an
ailment that draws both laughter
and sympathy when first we make
his acquaintance.

After big John Coffey applies his
ministrations, nothing is ever quite
the same on the green mile. Ques-
tions are loosed, leading to the
ultimate moral conundrum of West-
ern Civilization: Just who is this
strange big guy with the awesome
powers? And if he is who we think
he is, are we going to execute him
anyway?

Moved to pen this type of fable
in recent years, King nonetheless
fills his work with the sense of
surprise and intrigue he honed in
his famed career as master pur-
veyor of horror and mystery. And
the author’s facility for submitting
heaping shards of irony at pre-
cisely timed intervals allows film-
maker Darabont to imbue the oth-
erwise traditional tale with the sort
of revelatory flourishes that make
both its harsh as well as its heart-
warming lessons play like the gos-
pel truth. Fantasy was never more
credible.

But why make prison the labora-
tory to study the human condition
and teach a little morality? Is it
because the extremes of behavior
play well in close confinement,
where they can’t get lost in the
landscape? Or is it that truth is
more apt to prevail in such apoca-
lyptic circumstances. Perhaps a little
bit of both.

As with The Shawshank Redemp-
tion before it, Mr. King’s maximum
security Petri dish again proves
that humankind is capable of both
great and terrible things. We rarely
need convincing of the latter. But
we do know that tales of moral
heroism, the quest for grace and
the notion that there’s some good
in almost everyone are just what
we need for our spiritual and emo-
tional well being.

And in this respect The Green
Mile goes the full nine yards.

*  *  *  *  *
The Green Mile, rated R, is a

Castle Rock Entertainment and
Warner Brothers release directed
by Frank Darabont and stars Tom
Hanks, Michael Duncan and David
Morse. Running time: 187 minutes.

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT...The Music Studio Chamber Orches-
tra, directed by Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg, will perform at the
First Night Westfield 2000 celebration on Friday, December 31, at
the Parish Hall of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church from 7 to 10 p.m.
The Orchestra will perform selections from the jazz, pop and light
classical repertoire.

Cheri Rogosky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MUSICAL CELEBRATION...The Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea,
conducted by the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, performed a
program entitled, “Celebrate the Joy That Is Christmas” at the
Church of St. Theresa in Kenilworth on December 15. Pictured,
above, is Rev. Stephenson.

By ANDY
GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The

Westfield Leader and The Times

With the holidays
upon us and the new

year approaching, here is a
list of new and re-issued albums
that would make perfect stocking-
stuffers for your favorite music lover.

In the box set category, two
releases stand out. Arista Records
and Grateful Dead Records have
teamed up to bring us “So Many
Roads,” a 5-disc set of unreleased
live and studio recordings from
The Grateful Dead.

Spanning 30 years from 1965 to
1995, this compilation tracks the
band’s musical evolution from simple
60s-psych icons to one of the great-
est improvisational rock/jazz outfits
in music history. Lovingly-packaged
in a cloth-bound case, the set also
contains thoughtful essays on the
band by music scribes. This is a
must-have for any music fan.

Also recently released from GD
Records is the 15th installment of
the Dick’s Picks series. Named
after Dick Latvala, the band’s ar-
chivist who passed away a few
months back, this installment fea-
tures a 1977 concert at the Speed-
way in Englishtown. The band
always seemed to play with a little
more aggression on its east coast
swings and this fabulous concert
was no exception.

Long overdue, Elektra Traditions
and Rhino Records have released,
“Harry Chapin, Story of a Life.” This
3-CD box set serves two purposes.
The first being a career summation
of Chapin’s brilliant musical contri-
bution, while the second stresses
the importance of his lifelong fight
to end world hunger.

While reading the well-re-
searched booklet which accompa-
nies this set, I was amazed at how
much Chapin accomplished in his
lifetime. Bob Dole once interrupted
a Congressional meeting to praise
Chapin’s life and work as did lead-
ers nationwide.

Musically, this set presents all of
the hits such as, “Cat’s In The Cradle”
“Taxi” “Sequel” as well as some of
the more obscure gems like
“WOLD” and “Short Stories.” With
touching essays penned by his fam-
ily, the booklet sheds new light on
Chapin the performer and Chapin
the man. This is one set not to be
missed. Well done Electra/Rhino!

Also recently released on the
Electra label is a fine live album
from former 10,000 Maniacs singer,
Natalie Merchant, recorded at the
Neil Simon Theater on June 13.
Besides covering her solo hits,
Merchant also tackles David
Bowie’s “Space Oddity” as well as
Neil Young’s “After The Gold Rush”
with equal aplomb. This is a fan-
tastic album from both a musical
and sonic perspective.

For your classic rock lover, EMD/
Capitol have released limited edi-
tion re-mastered vinyl replica ver-
sions of some of their classic re-
leases sure to whet fans’ appetites.
Releases include Heart ’s
“Dreamboat Annie,” REM’s “Docu-
ment,” The Rolling Stones’ “Sticky
Fingers” and Bob Seger’s “Live
Bullet & Night Moves.”

The sound quality on all of these
reissues blows away the current
regular editions and as such they
make the perfect holiday gifts.

For the Glam Rock fan in all of
us, Virgin Records has recently
reissued the David Bowie back-
catalog in glorious 24-bit re-mas-
tered sound! While these re-issues
lack the bonus tracks previously
found on the Rykodisc editions,
the sound quality is noticeably
better with much better bass reso-
lution, well worth the investment.

Continuing the Glam Rock theme,
Virgin will re-issue the Roxy Music
back catalog in the Year 2000. I was
able to procure advance import
copies courtesy of Virgin/Canada.
While I was not surprised how
brilliant they sounded as they were
re-mastered by the finest re-mas-
tering engineer out there, Bob

Ludwig, I forgot how ahead of their
time this criminally-under-appreci-
ated band was.

Combining the distinct vocals of
Bryan Ferry and the innovative
keyboard work of Brian Eno, Roxy
Music created futuristic sounds that
current bands have still yet come to
grasp.

Continuing the theme of under-
appreciated bands, other notable
re-issues include Snapper’s fabu-
lously re-mastered versions of the
Pretty Things back-catalog. Com-
bining the lyrical ingenuity of The
Beatles and the musical aggres-
sion of Queen, The Pretties never
achieved the notoriety of their 60s
contemporaries.

However, the music was and is
just as good if not better than those
bands, so check these reissues out
to see for yourselves. Snapper has
done a more amazing job re-mas-
tering these 30-year-old tapes so
they sound like they were recorded
today. These are simply the best-
sounding re-issues on the market
today. I wish other major labels
took enough time to make their
archival releases sound this good.

Snapper has also recently re-
leased some excellent Steve
Hackett material so make sure to
investigate those as well.

From the Universal Music Com-
pany come some painfully-over-
due Joe Cocker re-masters includ-
ing the famous Mad Dogs & En-
glishmen live album, which fea-
tured sparkling renditions of
Traffic’s “Feelin’ Alright” as well as
the Beatles’ “She Came in Thru the
Bathroom Window.”

Featured on this stellar album
are guitarist and piano virtuoso
Leon Russell as well as Rita
Coolidge on backing vocals. Other
Cocker re-issues include his self-
titled album as well as “With a
Little Help From My Friends” fea-
turing Jimmy Page and Steve
Winwood. These two releases also
feature bonus tracks as well as
sparklingly good sound quality.

Also recently released as part of
Universal/MCA’s continuing re-is-
sue program are The Royal Scam &
Aja from Steely Dan, which were
lovingly re-mastered by members
Walter Becker and Donald Fagen.
The bass extension is much deeper
on these reissues and warrant spe-
cial attention by audiophiles.

Lastly, my pick for eclectic re-
leases of the year are a tag team
tandem of Sundazed remastered/
reissue of the cult classic album,
“Oar,” by Alexander “Skip” Spence
as well as “More Oar,” a tribute
record compiled by Warner Broth-
ers’ Bill Bentley. Spence, the former
Jefferson Airplane Drummer and
founder of the West-Coast Psych
band, Moby Grape.

This painfully-rare album has
been lovingly restored from the
original master tapes by Sundazed
Records and sounds splendid. Re-
corded sparingly with little instru-
mentation, this haunting psyche-
delic-folk record has aged quite
well and features challenging chord
progressions from Spence.

Sort of an American version of
Pink Floyd’s Syd Barrett, Spence
also retired from the music busi-
ness prematurely as a partial result
of his copius intake of psychedelic
substances. Mental breakdown not-
withstanding, this album is a
spooky, understated gem. Sound-
ing like a cross between a tour-
weary Nick Cave and a young
Johnny Cash, Spence creates star-
tling tension with just his vocal
and acoustic guitar.

More Oar, a tribute album dedi-
cated to Spence’s original, features a
star-studded cast paying loving trib-
ute to this obscure sonic treasure.
Featured on this tribute are such
notable Rock luminaries Robert
Plant, Beck, Robyn Hitchcock and
Tom Waits. Kudos to Bill Bentley &
Sundazed Records for having the
vision to keep the memory of this
quirky masterpiece alive.

These releases should keep you
busy this holiday season and into
the new year. Happy listening!

Music Instructor in Westfield,
 Bob Rietzke Slates  Retirement

The instrumental program at
Edison Intermediate School has
grown from approximately 76
members to nearly 300 musicians.

Mr. Rietzke received the
Governor’s Teacher Recognition
Award at Edison School in 1991
and was featured on the cover of

Bob Rietzke

WESTFIELD – After 32 ½ years
of teaching instrumental music in
Westfield, Bob Rietzke has an-
nounced his retirement.

Throughout the years, Mr.
Rietzke has directed the orches-
tras and bands in the elementary
and intermediate schools.

tions must be booked around
Jimmy’s show and rehearsal sched-
ule.

Jimmy agreed that his responsi-
bility to A Christmas Carol comes
first.

“It’s more important to do the job
than to try to get the job,” he said
with delightful maturity.

Like the other Christmas Carol
actors and participants, Jimmy has a
professional tutor at the theater to
help him keep up with his school
work. There is not, however, too
much down time during perfor-
mances as Jimmy is on stage for
nine scenes.

And, even though A Christmas
Carol opened the day after Thanks-
giving, rehearsals continue to en-
sure young actors have ample op-
portunity to refine their lines as
understudies.

Mrs. Walsh said Jimmy’s third-
grade teacher, Beth Risse, and school
principal, Carl Kumpf, have been
very understanding of his busy
schedule and absences from school.
In fact, when the show opened, the
young actor received a bouquet of
good-luck balloons from Mrs. Risse,
his former teachers and Coles El-
ementary School secretary Carolyn
Thomson.

Most of these fans have attended,
or plan to attend, one of Jimmy’s
performances at the Garden.

Mingling with his fellow actors
has definitely been one of the high-
lights of Jimmy’s theatrical debut.
“The cast party was something!” he
exclaimed. “Eating, dancing, laugh-
ing. We all got presents.”

For Jimmy, these gifts included a
gumball machine from his agent
and a Grease scrapbook from ac-
tress Didi Conn.

The night of the party, Jimmy
asked every cast member to sign a
copy of Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol,” that his sister, Doreen, had
given him. The book will serve as a
lasting reminder of the youngster’s
first time in the spotlight.

Good thing, too, because his days
in the theater may be numbered.
Jimmy plans on being a major league
baseball player when he grows up.

Jimmy Walsh
Continued from Page 21

This Is Westfield in 1998.
His final concert was held yes-

terday, December 22, at Edison
School. The Edison Parent Teacher
Organization hosted a reception
in his honor.

Fill Your Stockings
With Perfect Music


