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Concepts &Thought

SPEAKING A SPECIAL LANGUAGE… Union Catholic High School students
who are members of the Spanish Honor Society, Antonion de Nebrija Chapter,
display the plaque designating their chapter as one of the top three in the country
by the Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica for Secondary Schools. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row, Nicole Aspice, Co-President, holding the plaque and Jacob
Reviriego, Chapter Advisor Bruce Zehnle; second row, Amy Watkins, Jennifer
Ferro, Leila Apuzzio, Genevieve Caliolio, Rosie Rodriguez and Katie Behr; back
row, Brian Reagan, Tom Gottlieb and Sandra Moussallem.

Spanish Honor Society Named
One of Top Three Chapters

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Spanish
Honor Society, Antonio De Nebrija
Chapter at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains was named
one of the top three chapters in the
United States for 1998-1999 by
Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica for
Secondary Schools.

A plaque and a check for $100
were given to Bruce Zehnle, advisor
to the chapter at the society’s annual
meeting in Denver, Colo. During the
summer.

An extensive application noting
the chapter activities included a tu-
toring program, a Halloween candy-
gram drive, utilizing games and
songs to teach Spanish at St.
Bartholomew’s Elementary School
in Scotch Plains, daily snack sales to
fund chapter activities and Union
Catholic TV promotions for the

fundraisers and Foreign Language
Week.

Funds were collected for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Georges in Puerto
Rico and the Dominican Republic by
selling baked goods. Ice cream sun-
dae sales funded victims of Hurri-
cane Mitch in Central America. The
society members also collected
canned goods for the victims of the
earthquake in Columbia.

Washington Elementary Pupils
Present Newscast Program

WESTFIELD – Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield recently
presented a student assembly entitled
“Lights, Camera, Action!” one of the
newest educational programs devel-
oped by Mobile Ed Productions.

Funded by the Washington School
Parent Teacher Association, the pro-
gram was designed to introduce chil-
dren to the technological elements of
television, as a profession, through
hands-on experience.

Presented in an all-day format,
“Lights, Camera, Action!” consisted
of four grade-level appropriate as-
semblies, which were 40 minutes in
length.

All students were shown a demon-
stration of how a television station
works. They learned how different
pieces of equipment operate and how
simple special effects are used.

Kindergarten and first-grade pu-
pils were filmed “running down a
street.” Second graders were filmed
“water skiing” and third graders acted
in a music video segment and a “Got
Milk?” commercial, while fourth-
and fifth-grade students filmed a com-
mercial for sunglasses and a weather
report.

The final session of the day, de-
signed for the oldest students, con-
sisted of preparing a newscast. Stu-
dents were able to act as anchor per-
sons, use cue cards and read the daily
news of the school, as well as act as
microphone operators, floor manag-
ers and editors.

“Lights, Camera Action!” will pro-
vide Washington School with a
“newscast” videotape of all of the
day’s sessions, to be shown at a later
date.

RAISING FUNDS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) helped raise $2,421.30 in the annual bowl-a-thon
fundraiser at Strike and Spare Lanes in Greenbrook on October 24. Students
raised the funds by receiving a certain amount of money for every pin they
knocked down. A check was presented by members of the FBLA chapter to Mary
Lou Dawson of the March of Dimes on November 18, representing the largest
amount ever raised by the chapter.

Frank Juardo Serves
Six-Month Deployment

SCOTCH PLAINS – United States
Marine Lance Corporal Frank Juardo,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Manfredo
Juardo of Scotch Plains, joined more
than 170,000 active duty Marines in
celebrating November as the Marine
Corps’ 224th birthday.

He is currently on a six-month
deployment to Okinawa with First
Battalion, Second Marines, home-
based at Camp Lejuene, N.C.

Units based in the United States
come to Okinawa for six months to
train as part of the Unit Deployment
Program.

From Okinawa, they can deploy to
mainland Japan, Korea and other
Pacific countries.

A 1997 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Corporal
Juardo joined the Marine Corps in
June of 1997.

Erica Raiff Is Recognized
For Community Service

WESTFIELD – Eighth-grade stu-
dent Erica Raiff was recently named
the Roosevelt Intermediate School
volunteer of the year in the Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards pro-
gram.

Sponsored by Prudential and the
National Association of Secondary
School Principals (NASSP), the
awards recognize outstanding com-
munity service.

Erica is now eligible for one of two
New Jersey youth volunteer of the
year awards. Two state honorees, one
at the middle school level and the

other at the high school level, will be
named in February.

She was selected because of her
efforts in collecting and distributing
toiletry articles for battered women’s
shelters.

“These school honorees practice a
lesson we hope all students, as well
as adults, will emulate – that volun-
teering with the community is an
essential part of one’s life,” said
NASSP Executive Director Gerald
H. Tires.

Kenneth Shulack, Roosevelt
School Principal, praised Erica for
her volunteer service. “Erica’s ser-
vice stands as a role model for all
those who work to make a differ-
ence.”

Enrichment Center Slates
Winter/Spring Programs

WESTFIELD – The Enrichment
Center of Westfield, a full service
tutoring and enrichment company
located at 424 Central Avenue, has
announced its elementary school
winter/spring programming sched-
ule.

The session, which runs on Satur-
days, January 22 to June 3, offers
students a 17-week course of study.
Classes are offered in reading, phon-
ics, mathematics, science, creative
writing, study skills, test-taking
skills, history, writing skills and other
subject areas.

Public speaking will also be avail-
able for students in the upper el-
ementary grades. In addition, a new
class designed for the Elementary
Student Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA) test is offered to fourth grad-
ers.

A program called Student Over-
All Support, or S.O.S., is geared to
students in all grades who are either
gifted, in need of remedial help, suf-
fering from Attention Deficit Disor-
der or not working up to their poten-
tial.

All classes are taught by state cer-
tified and experienced teachers and

limited to eight students. Private tu-
toring is available.

The Enrichment Center will also
offer new, hour-long Scholastic As-
sessment Test (SAT) classes for
freshmen, sophomores and juniors
in mathematics and verbal skills.
Students pay per class and College
Board materials are used so that stu-
dents are learning and practicing the
actual type of subject matter which
they will encounter on the SATs.

Intensive preparation classes for
the SAT II tests offered by the Col-
lege Board are available as well.
Four-week, eight-hour classes in
biology, chemistry, physics, writing,
United States and world history, for-
eign languages and several levels of
mathematics.

Middle school students may choose
from offerings including Junior SAT
classes, Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessment English and mathematics
courses, test-taking and study skills
classes, playground design, physics
and writing.

Registration has begun. For a free
brochure listing all course offerings
or for further information, please
call (908) 654-0110.

Oak Knoll Graduate
Named AP Scholar

WESTFIELD – Maire Abraham
of Westfield, a 1999 graduate of Oak
Knoll School of the Holy Child in
Summit, has been named an Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Scholar by
the College Board in recognition of
exceptional achievement on the col-
lege-level AP examinations.

Maire is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Abraham of Westfield.
She is a freshman at the College of
New Jersey.

Gwendolyn Schundler
Named to Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident,

Gwendolyn Schundler, has been
named to the Honor Roll for the first
quarter of the marking period at
Mount Saint Dominic Academy in
Caldwell.

A junior, Gwendolyn also received
second honors. She is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schundler.

Edward Smith Earns
Merit Scholarship

Parent Teacher Council Sets
Holiday Fundraiser at Store
WESTFIELD — The Parent-

Teacher Council of the Westfield
Public Schools will hold a holiday
shopping fundraiser on Sunday, De-
cember 12, from 7 to 10 p.m. at Zany
Brainy, located at 295 Route 22, East,
in Springfield.

Ten percent of all proceeds will go
directly to the Westfield Education
Fund.

All parent-teacher organizations,
representing nine schools in the
Westfield district, will participate.

Although the store will remain

open late specifically for the benefit
of the Westfield Public Schools, any-
one is invited to shop during the
three-hour period.

The Education Fund of Westfield
is a philanthropic, community-based
organization comprised of Westfield
residents.

The non-profit group was formed
to provide an on-going, centralized
source of additional funds and re-
sources to assist the public schools in
maintaining and enhancing the qual-
ity of education.

WESTFIELD – Seton Hall
Prep student Edward Smith of
Westfield has received a merit
scholarship for the 1999-2000
academic year.

Westfield High Class of ’59
Celebrates 40th Reunion

WESTFIELD – The Class of 1959
from Westfield High School held its
40th Reunion from November 6 to 7
at the Hilton Hotel in Woodbridge.

Following an open house the
evening of November 5, many former
classmates took an informal tour of
downtown Westfield and Franklin
Elementary School that Saturday.

Display boards filled with old photo-
graphs, ticket stubs, football programs
and other memorabilia decorated the
registration desk area at the reunion
party. A group picture was taken of all
the classmates following the cocktail
hour and before the buffet dinner.

The former students participated
in a spirited trivia game, enjoyed a
30-minute video created especially
for the reunion entitled “It
was…Quite A Time,” and held an
awards presentation for categories
such as “Most Traveled,” “Came the
Furthest,” “Class Couple” and “For
Outstanding Community Service.”

A post-reunion newsletter will be
mailed to all classmates to summa-
rize the 40th reunion weekend, an-
nounce preliminary plans for the 45th
reunion and inform former class-

mates about the establishment of a
“59ers Care About Each Other” fund.
The fund will assist alumni who have
experienced difficult circumstances,
Reunion Chairwoman Barbara Jewett
O’Desky said.

MOUNTIE HISTORY…Betty
Gasiorowski, a teacher at Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains,
spent a week in the Canadian Rockies
studying the history of the Canadian
Mounties. She shared a filmstrip with
the three second grade classes at
Brunner School. The students learned
that Mounties were originally men
who worked on the railroad and in the
towns. They learned that as the towns
expanded, a need for law enforcement
arose and the Mounted Police were
founded.

Daniel Ramage
Named AP Scholar
WESTFIELD – Daniel

Ramage, a Westfield resident and
senior at Newark Academy in
Livingston, has been recognized
by the College Board for his ex-
ceptional achievement on the
college-level Advanced Place-
ment Examinations for the 1998-
1999 academic year.

STEPPING BACK IN TIME…Students in Catherine Mattfield’s English
classes at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains completed their study of the
Victorian novels “War of the Worlds” and “Hound of the Baskervilles” with
speeches and tea. To prepare for the presentation day, the students each choose
an area of the late 19th century in England to research, and published their
papers in a classroom booklet entitled “Victorian Times.” Pictured above are
Shawn Bendik and Jared Montagna enjoying scones and tea during their
“journey” back to the Victorian era.

Wilson Elementary Pupils
Learn Communication Skills
WESTFIELD – Wilson Elemen-

tary School recently implemented a
month-long project called “Listen-
ing and Communicating” to teach
students to communicate more effec-
tively and give attention to the words
of a speaker.

Different means of communica-
tion were discussed, including sign
language, Braille, verbal and non-
verbal expression, body language and
facial expressions.

Key words included “eye contact,”

“interrupt,” “body language,” “fo-
cus,” “manners,” “summarize,”
“paraphrase” and the “I” message.

To enhance the theme, students
interviewed a classmate and recorded
the information gathered.

The class was also assigned to read
and illustrate a poem, entitled “Pump-
kin Patch at Night.” The children
had previously paired up with friends
to write and illustrate their own story,
“What I Would Do If I Were A Spider
at Wilson.”

LEARNING TO LISTEN…Wilson Elementary School students Alex Frankel,
left, and Marissa Mumford collaborate on a project dealing with listening and
communications. These skills served as the basis for a month-long theme at the
school.

LEADING THE WAY…The 16th annual Student Leadership Day for outstand-
ing high school students was attended by five senior Union Catholic High School
students at the Cranford campus of Union County College. Pictured, left to right,
are: Katie Behr of Westfield, Sapina Sabados of Linden, Rick Flynn of Rahway,
Nicole Manziano of Scotch Plains and Amy Watkins of Hillside. The students,
selected by Myrna McManus, Social Studies Department Chairwoman, at-
tended this day-long program sponsored by Congressman Bob Franks. This
opportunity began in 1983 as a way for young people to exchange ideas with
government leaders and introduce them to career opportunities.

IN RECOGNITION…Westfield Day Care Center Trustee President Wilson
Jackson presented Fred Buhrendorf, Jr. with the Center’s annual Distinguished
Service Award to commemorate 18 years of service. Mr. Buhrendorf has served
as President, Treasurer, Finance and Personnel Chairman on the Board of
Trustees. Pictured, left to right, are: Executive Director Linnea W. Rhodes, Mr.
Jackson, Director of the Infant Care Center Vera Calhoun and Mr. Buhrendorf.

Maria Woehr Named
Resident Assistant

WESTFIELD -- Maria Woehr of
Westfield is a resident assistant at
Boston University for the 1999-2000
school year. She is a junior in the
College of Communications, major-
ing in broadcast journalism. A 1997
graduate of Westfield High School,
she is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Craig Woehr.

WESTFIELD — Matthew C.
O’Connor of Westfield is serving as
General Manager of radio station WRBC
at Bates College in Lewiston, Me.

Operated entirely by Bates students,
WRBC is a noncommercial FM station
that broadcasts in stereo with 150 watts
of power. WRBC serves an extensive
area beyond the campus, including the
Lewiston-Auburn metropolitan area as
well as surrounding towns. The station
offers a wide variety of music, news,
sports and public-affairs programming.

Matthew, a junior, is the son of Wil-
liam and Patricia O’Connor. He is the
parliamentarian of the Representative
Assembly, Bates’ student government,
and the recipient of the 1998 Albion
Morse Stevens Award.

Matthew is a 1997 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Matthew C. O’Connor
Named Radio Manager


