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Arts & Entertainment

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens
(1812-1870)

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

Despite his turbulent up-
bringing, which included a
father who drove family fi-
nances into the ground and
later became imprisoned,
Charles Dickens turned out to
be one of the most regal and
profound examples of excel-
lence in creative writing.

He was sent to work at the
ripe age of 12 at the Warren’s
Blacking Factory while his
family was imprisoned for fi-
nancial reasons. Dickens con-
tinued to work there after
their release, even though he
was quite miserable doing so.
These days of drudgery ended
when he was sent to day
school in London from 1824
to 1827.

Dickens was an office boy
at an attorney’s office at the
age of 15 and a court and
newspaper reporter. His nick-
name was “Boz” when he
wrote for newspapers.

His passion for novel writ-
ing began in 1837 when he
began writing “Oliver Twist.”
“Nicholas Nickleby” was com-
pleted in 1841. “A Christmas
Carol” and “David
Copperfield” were published
in 1850. Two other classics,
“A Tale of Two Cities” and
“Great Expectations” were
developed by 1861.

Dickens experienced a mild
stroke in 1869 when he started
penning “The Mystery of
Edwin Drood.” He held his fi-
nal reading in London in 1870
before dying on June 9 of that
year from another stroke.

Remembering  John Lennon
19 Years After His Death
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Deadline Notice:
All press releases must be
in the office on Fridays by

4 p.m. to be considered
for the next issue. THERE

ARE NO EXCEPTIONS. E-mail:
michelle@goleader.com,

Fax: (908) 232-0473.
Please address to Arts &

Entertainment Editor:
Michelle H. LePoidevin

WELCOME WINDOW...An invit-
ing panorama filled with
unique, handblown ornaments
awaits shoppers at Beautiful
Things in Scotch Plains.

Beyond Beautiful Things: Owners Keep Creative Juices
Flowing Since Inception of Craft Movement in America

Looking for the
top Christmas

gifts?

Craft
Corner:

Swirled Holiday
Ornaments

You Will Need:
1 box of clear Christmas ball

   ornaments
Small bottles of acrylic paint
Colored ribbon to hang orna

   ments

Instructions:
Remove the cap of the ornament

and set the cap aside.
Decide on which acrylic paints

you would like to use. Try to use
colors that would blend beauti-
fully. For example, use red, yellow
and white or a combination of
green, blue and yellow. Try to
avoid using black. Irridescent col-
ors also work well.

Slowly release one drop of each
color inside of the ball. Begin to
swirl the colors by turning the ball
around in your hands until the ball
is completely coated inside.

This is your chance to become
completely experimental and ar-
tistic. You can control the end
result of this ornament by swirling
the colors the way you like them.

Once the ornament is to your
liking, turn it upside down on a
newspaper surface or back in the
ornament box in order to allow
excess paint to spill out.

For more detailed instruction,
please call the A&E editor, Michelle
H. LePoidevin at (908) 232-4407.
I’d be more than happy to help
with additional instructions.

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

•••••Sega Dreamcast
•••••“Who Wants to Be A Million-

aire” CD-ROM
•••••Harry Potter Books
•••••Scott Turow’s “Personal Inju-

ries”
•••••Pokémon Project Studio Soft-

ware
•••••Epson Stylus Color 740 Inkjet

Printer
•••••Star Wars Legos
•••••Pokémon Trading Cards
•••••Toy Story 2 Video Game by

Disney/Pixar
•••••Kodak DC280 Digital Camera
•••••Olympus Super Megapixel

Zoom Camera
•••••Generation Girl Barbie
•••••Stephen King’s “Hearts in

Atlantis: New Fiction”
•••••Supernatural by Santana
•••••Millennium by The Backstreet

Boys
•••••Baby One More Time by

Britney Spears
•••••“Goodnight Moon: Board

Book & Tape”
•••••Magnetic Slippers by BIOflex
•••••Sony Playstation
•••••Sony FD83 Mavica Digital

Camera
•••••DVD’s: Matrix, Shakespeare

in Love, The Mummy, Titanic
•••••Nintendo 64

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Window
shopping is simply not an op-
tion at Beautiful Things in down-
town Scotch Plains.

One is immediately lured into
the shop by the illuminated win-
dows speckled with handblown
glass ornaments suspended from
the ceiling and swirled with color.
But, the true invitation lies in the
warm personalities and abundant
talent of artisans, co-owners and
Westfield residents Nell and E.
Austin Goodwin.

With a large customer base boast-
ing a family-like camaraderie be-
tween the Goodwins and their
clients, Ms. Goodwin has created
a delightful atmosphere at the shop
and Mr. Goodwin has breathed
life into the jewelry and craft items
he creates in his upstairs studio.
They have both kept the spirit and
innovation of the craft movement
alive and well.

Mr. Goodwin, who has been a
member of the New Jersey De-
signer Craftsman Group, was in-
strumental in spearheading the

craft movement in the early 1950s.
Oneof the first contemporary craft

jewelers, he taught fine art,
metals, ceramic and jew-
elry design at Kean Col-

lege, now Kean
University, for

38 years.
His cre-

ative work
was first
displayed
with Rubin

Studios
and America
House in
New York City.
He has also par-
ticipated in many
notable jewelry and
silver competitions.

Upon his retirement, he
joined his wife as a jewelry
designer and co-owner at Beau-
tiful Things. Although the
Goodwins have not owned the
store for its entire 26-year history,
they took over the establishment
when its former owners and friends

Paula Leighton died and
Henry Leighton retired.

“It’s evolved,” Mrs.
Goodwin said of the
store since it was owned
by the Leightons. Mr.
Leighton was a jeweler
like Mr. Goodwin.

When asked about
her experience as an
artist, she added, “I kind
of live my art.” She
called Beautiful Things
“an extension” of her-
self.

“I’m always stimu-
lated by the materials
I’m using. I have greater
faith in natural materi-
als,” remarked Mr.
Goodwin while point-
ing to necklaces he
crafted with agate and
silver, sea urchin spine,
ivory, as well as other
pieces featuring
Tampa Bay coral
and rosewood.

Each of the
necklaces de-

signed by Mr. Goodwin

is a miniature sculpture in and of
itself. The designer told The Leader
and The Times that he strives to
consider the “unique form” of the
pieces and the “relationship of the
stone to the metal.”

A fascinating series of small
spoons, each commonly crafted
from silver with spheres of differ-
ent stones perched at the top of
the spoon, graces one display case
at Beautiful Things.

One year, Mr. Goodwin person-

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK – He was infa-
mous for shocking the world
while rocking it at the same time.

John Lennon once called him-
self more popular than Jesus
Christ. But, how could a man
from Liverpool, England shape
so much of the legendary ear
candy that has indelibly im-
pressed American music today?
Why did it seem like “the day the
music died” when he was assas-
sinated in front of his apartment
complex in New York City 19 years

Ring In The
New Year

Mix & Match Stackable Rings and Bracelet Collection in 18k Gold,
Diamonds & French Enamel is now available

in white Gold and Platinum


