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Mayor Samuel Reviews
Issues Facing Council
In Second Half of 1999

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: Last week, The
Times sat down with Democratic
Scotch Plains Mayor Geri M. Samuel
to discuss her first eight months as
Mayor. The Times also spoke with
Republicans to get their take on is-
sues facing the township. The Re-
publican viewpoint will be published
next week.

*  *  *  *  *
Scotch Plains Democratic Mayor

Geri M. Samuel admits the contro-
versial 5 percent property tax hike
approved last spring will “probably
be the issue” most discussed during
this fall’s campaign to fill the unex-
pired Township Council seat left va-
cant by the death in May of Democrat
Franklin P. Donatelli.

Initially, a 6 percent tax rise was
proposed, but an abstention by the
late Mr. Donatelli during the council’s
April vote on the proposal resulted in
a 2-2 deadlock, forcing the govern-
ing body to rework the revenue side
of the budget and shave one point off
the tax increase.

The Mayor told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in an wide-ranging
interview late last week that “if we
explain (the reasons for the tax in-
crease) the way that people will un-
derstand, then we’ll be okay.”

Mr. Donatelli’s wife, Lorraine
McDede Donatelli, was appointed in
June by the Township Democratic
Committee to fill her late husband’s
seat until the November 2 election,
but recently chose not to run to com-
plete the term. Mayor Samuel said
last week that the Democratic Com-
mittee has narrowed down the field
of candidates it will choose from and
hopes to announce its choice before
Labor Day.

While the law gives each party
until Tuesday, September 14, to name
a candidate, the Republicans have
already named Frank Rossi as their
standard bearer. Mayor Samuel said
she doesn’t know “what’s going to
happen” in November.

“I’m not feeling one way or an-
other,” she admitted.

Addressing a host of other mat-
ters, the Mayor said the council’s two
biggest political fights this year —
the tax increase in the spring and last
week’s vote on the referendum pro-
viding for the direct-election of the
mayor — were “clearly political” in
nature.

She said that after the Republicans
on the council upbraided the Demo-
crats for the 5 percent tax increase,
she researched tax increases going
back more than two decades and
found that the Republicans, then in
control of the council, had proposed
a similar 5 percent tax hike just a few
years back.

As for the direct-election of the
mayor, Mrs. Samuel told The Times
that “if our (the Democrats’) three
seats were up for election next year,”
the Republican protests heard last
week “would not be an issue. People
should be able to directly elect their
mayor.”

Back in the spring, the council
received a few preliminary proposals
for developing the so-called hedge
property on Park Avenue in front of
the municipal building parking lot.
Among the concerns raised at the
time were ones about the effect of a
commercial building on the already-
tight parking situation in the down-
town business district.

Since that time, the council has
not discussed anything further, but
Mayor Samuel said last week that the
Downtown Task Force is going to be
meeting soon with a commercial
appraiser “to pick his brain” about
possible ideas for the property.

“It’s going to take some time to
develop (the hedge property),” she
said, but “we’re moving along.”

As for the former zoo property,
which has been closed for a few
years, the Mayor said final disposi-
tion of the property remains in litiga-
tion and admitted that “nothing is
going to be done for a while.” Once
all matters — legal and otherwise —
are finalized, the township would
probably seek private funding to de-
velop anything on the property.

In May, the council heard a presen-
tation and proposal for the establish-
ment of a Township Shade Tree Com-
mission, a question the Mayor said
will be “seriously looked at in the
fall,” although she doesn’t know
“which way it will go.”

Union County, she said, “would
probably like us to do it, since they
have their own Shade Tree Commis-
sion,” as does Fanwood, but issues
such as the legal ramifications of
establishing such a commission need
to be more closely examined before a
final decision is made.

The flock of thousands of birds is
currently in the midst of its annual

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Construction of Four New Apartments
Under Way Over Park Avenue Stores

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

A second-story addition, to in-
clude four new apartments, is cur-
rently being constructed over three
stores on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The addition is being built over
Little Shop of Comics and Cards,
Raven Optical and Vic’s Barber
Shop, which span 417 to 419 Park
Avenue.

The owners of the building are
Dominick DiFrancesco, Rachel
DiMonte and Paul DiFrancesco.
Robert Wanthouse of Middlesex is
the architect for the project.

Several site plan waivers were
granted by the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board in November of 1995 for
arcade extensions, which will be
added to the back of the building
and to the front of the stores on Park
Avenue.

Waivers for parking variances
were also approved at that time,
which will allow the apartment oc-
cupants to park in the lot directly
behind the stores. Construction is
estimated to be completed in the
spring of 2000, according to Mr.
Wanthouse.

The brick-arched arcades will ex-
tend approximately 10 feet onto Park
Avenue and likewise will extend 10
feet into the back parking lot behind
the building. A studio apartment
will sit on top of the back arcade,
while two, two-bedroom apartments

and one, one-bedroom apartment will
be constructed directly over the ex-
isting stores, according to the Scotch
Plains Planning Board minutes.

“These arcades are very decorative
and will add to the character and
charm of the downtown area,” re-
marked Mr. Wanthouse. As this block
of stores is already set back further
than other stores on the block, the 10-
foot extension will not impede traffic
on the sidewalk or on Park Avenue,
according to Mr. Wanthouse.

Warren Hanscom, the owner of
401-409 Park Avenue, the building
adjacent to the proposed site, told the
Scotch Plains Planning Board at its
meeting four years ago that 10 years
prior to this application, the owners
of many of the stores along Park
Avenue, including the previous own-
ers of the proposed site, donated their
parking lot property, without com-
pensation, as an easement to the town-
ship so that parking would be en-
hanced for Park Avenue businesses.

Mr. Hanscom had concerns that on
Saturdays, which is the busiest day
for merchants, the apartment occu-
pants would be using the parking lot
all day, thereby creating an over-
crowding problem.

According to the Township Code,
it is estimated that six additional
parking spaces would be needed for
the residents of the apartments.

Mr. Hanscom told The Times this
week that he disagreed with the Plan-
ning Board’s decision to approve the

parking variances. “It is wrong and
unfair of the Planning Board to allow
this when the spaces were donated
for other purposes,” he said.

An analysis of the parking lot,
conducted by Mr. Wanthouse’s firm,
concluded that there would be ample
parking for the apartment residents,
without impeding on the parking
needs of retail customers and store
employees.

Steven Olsen, the owner of Little

Shop of Comics and Cards, com-
mented this week that, “For the
short term, the construction is dif-
ficult to deal with, but in the long
run, this will be beneficial to the
downtown.” The owners of the other
two stores declined to comment on
the project.

Former Planning Board mem-
ber Irene T. Schmidt stated at the
1995 Planning Board meeting that

Scotch Plains Residents Pay Nearly $4,000 Per Year
In Property Taxes to Support Local School System

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
third and final installment of a series
on property taxes in Scotch Plains.
The final segment focuses on the
school portion of tax bills.

*  *  *  *  *
There are several ways to look at

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education’s 1999-2000 budget and
the portion of property taxes paid by
Scotch Plains residents that will be
used to support that budget.

The board’s total budget this year
is $44,551,453, meaning that spend-
ing per pupil, of which there are
some 4,400, works out to about
$10,125. Of the $5,997 in property
taxes that will be paid this year by the
average Scotch Plains homeowner,
more than two-thirds, or $3,816, will
be earmarked for education purposes.

In other words, the rate for the
education portion of this year’s prop-

erty tax bill is increasing 10 cents, to
$3.29 per $100 of assessed value, or
about $116 on average.

This 3.13 percent education bud-
get increase compares with the 5.4
percent rise in taxes for municipal
government services and the zero
increase in taxes paid to Union
County. Property taxes, which, over-
all, will be up 3 percent this year, are
computed on an average assessed
home of $116,000, which is about 50
percent of the estimated market value.

Almost 90 percent of this year’s
education budget is being funded
through tax receipts, according to
Matthew Clarke, the board’s Busi-
ness Administrator, with the remain-
ing $4.64 million coming from state
aid, state and federal grants and mis-
cellaneous sources such as interest,
gate revenues and building usage
fees.

Mr. Clarke told The Times that the
level of state aid has been increasing
in recent years, “but not significantly.”

The school budget, which was ap-
proved by voters in April by a 3-2
margin, represents close to a 2 per-
cent increase over last year’s $43.7

million figure, which itself was 2.2
percent higher than the 1997-1998
budget of $42.79 million.

Mr. Clarke said that Scotch Plains
taxes fund slightly more than 78
percent of the school budget versus
about 22 percent for Fanwood, while
74.5 percent of the 4,400 kindergar-
ten to grade 12 district’s students live
in Scotch Plains and 24.5 percent
reside in Fanwood.

There were about 355 teachers in
the district last year, according to
Kathleen Meyer, the board’s Public
Information Officer, making for stu-
dent-teacher ratios of 20:1 in the
elementary and middle schools and
20:1 in the high school.

Those counted as teachers include
non-instructional positions such as
guidance counselors and media spe-
cialists.

She told The Times that about two-
thirds of the teaching staff presently
has tenure status, and another 25
persons will achieve this status on
the first day of classes. There were 13
retirements from the teaching staff
last year and 29 new hires for the new
school year, Ms. Meyer said.

The biggest part of the school
budget, Mr. Clarke confirmed, is
salaries, which account for about
two-thirds of the spending plan, or
more than $29 million, of expendi-
tures. When benefits are included,
that figure rises to slightly more
than three-fourths, or $33.8 mil-
lion. The total number of employees
in the district amounts to slightly
under 700.

Among the other significant bud-
getary outlays are transportation.
Presently, the board provides busing
only for those elementary and middle
school students living more than two
miles from school and for high school
students residing more than two-and-
a-half miles from the high school on
Westfield Road.

Out-of-district placement for those
students with special education needs
is another large piece of the budget,
Mr. Clarke said.

“If we don’t have a program here
in this district, then that child is sent
to a district that has a program that
suits their IEP (Individual Education
Program),” he explained.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School

District must pay the costs associated
with sending any such student out of
the district.

Other budgetary items of signifi-
cance include contractual items such
as gas and electricity as well as gen-
eral supplies. Discretionary spend-
ing, for general supplies, textbooks,
travel, etc., accounts for only about 2
percent of the total budget.

A problem that will have to be
addressed in the coming years, ac-
cording to Mr. Clarke, is student
overcrowding, which he said is be-
coming a problem, especially on the
south side of the district.

Last year, a committee was formed
to examine the present facilities and
enrollment trends in the district.
Currently, a consulting group, The
Thomas Associates of Princeton, is
conducting a demographic study of
the district, and Mr. Clarke expects
the Board of Education in October to
discuss the findings of that study and
to look at various options for the
coming 5 to 10 years.

He was noncommittal when asked
whether one of the options could be
the building of new school buildings.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

County’s Redevelopment Study of Route 28 to Include
Input From Nine Towns Including Scotch Plains, Fanwood

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Times

Union County has been awarded
$135,000 in federal funds to conduct
a redevelopment study of the nine-
municipality Route 28 corridor run-
ning from Elizabeth through
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and concluding in
Plainfield.

Throughout the year-long study of
the thoroughfare, which is known as
South Avenue in Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, county officials
will investigate ways to ease the ex-
isting traffic congestion and to plan
for the continued growth in this part
of northern New Jersey.

Officials also will try to integrate
already existing plans for the area,
such as the proposed cross county
light rail link, into their study.

As part of the study, Union County
will form a Technical Advisory Com-
mittee with representatives from each
of the nine municipalities affected,
the Newark-based North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority,
Inc. (NJTPA), the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation and NJ
Transit. The committee is expected
to be formed by the end of the year,
officials said.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender, Chair-
woman of the board’s Economic De-
velopment Committee, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the

mayors and governing bodies from
each municipality would be contacted
to see who locally should be included
in the group. Among other responsi-
bilities, the group is expected to hold

public hearings on proposals result-
ing from the study.

Mrs. Stender explained that such a
study is necessary because the county
has experienced a “degradation and
reduced quality of life” along the
roadway as the area has grown. She
said that as Union County officials
look at traffic congestion, they would
look at mass transit and how that can
be improved to better serve the area.

The Route 28 corridor to be stud-
ied is comprised of NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Rail Line sandwiched
between parallel roadways. The road-
way is under state, county or munici-
pal jurisdiction at various sections
along roadway. The study will be
limited to an area about 1,000 feet on
either side of the railway.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves
added that, “Clearly, the county con-
tinues to expand economically, but
there is not much space for road-
ways.”

He added that the problem be-
comes “much more complicated” in
a place like Westfield that already
has parking and congestion prob-
lems.

Mr. Goncalves said that the study
will look at a combination of “old-
fashioned (traffic) enhancements”

and newer, electronic transportation
systems.

The “old-fashioned enhance-
ments” Mr. Goncalves referred to
include the use of park and ride lots,
shuttle transportation and the im-
provement of existing traffic inter-
sections. He said specifically that the
Westfield traffic circle, at South Av-
enue and East Broad Street, will be
reviewed during the study.

As for electronic transportation
systems, Mr. Goncalves said that the
study will look at the use of sophisti-
cated signaling systems that would
monitor and moderate the flow of
traffic.

At the conclusion of the study, the
Union County Freeholders hope to
be able to put together a firm plan
that can be funded and implemented
over a period of years. Mrs. Stender
said she hopes the county will have a
finished report by the end of 2000,
but that it will take some time to
implement any improvements.

The county was awarded the Route
28 grant on August 9 by the NJTPA,
one of three transportation manage-
ment agencies in the state.

The United States Department of
Transportation funds are funneled

William A. Burke for The Times
UNDERGOING STUDY...Union County has been awarded $135,000 in federal
funds to conduct a redevelopment study of the nine-municipality Route 28
corridor, shown here, which runs from Elizabeth through Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood before concluding in Plainfield. Local Mayors and councils
will be contacted for their input.

William A. Burke for The Times
UNDER CONSTRUCTION…Three apartments will be built atop the existing
stores pictured at 417-419 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, while a fourth
apartment in the rear will be constructed above the new arched arcade
pictured here. The project, approved by the township Planning Board in 1995,
is expected to be completed by next spring.
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Mayor Samuel Reviews
Issues Facing Council

this project would bring the kind of
vitality to the downtown area that
Scotch Plains needs.

Another application to construct
six second story apartments at 425
and 427-429 Park Avenue, adjacent
to the current construction site, was
approved in March of this year. Co-
applicants for this construction
project were the building’s owners,
Diane DiFrancesco, the wife of State
Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, and Yankee Realty,
LLC.

Senator and Mrs. DiFrancesco are
not related to the DiFrancescos who
own the building encompassing 417
to 419 Park Avenue, although the
Senator is the attorney for both appli-

cants and the building is owned by
his wife and Yankee Realty.

Mrs. DiFrancesco could not esti-
mate when construction for this site
would begin.

An overall facelift for the down-
town business district, which includes
Park Avenue and East Second Street,
is currently underway and will in-
clude construction of sidewalk brick
pavers; old-fashioned, gas-type street
lamps; parking lot renovations and
improvements to store facades.

The goal of the Scotch Plains
Downtown Development Commit-
tee is to renovate and tie together the
entire downtown business district, in
hopes of drawing new businesses and
shoppers to the area.

Construction of Apartments
On Park Ave. Under Way

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
• Kevin E. Alexander, 33, of North

Brunswick and Charles E. Green Jr., 38,
of Plainfield were arrested for eluding
police in connection with an attempted
motor vehicle stop for speeding on Route
22 East. Alexander, the operator of the
vehicle, and Green fled on foot after
running off the roadway on Martine Place.
Alexander was also charged with several
motor vehicle violations and possession
of suspected heroin.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
• Angel A. Santana, 52, of Newark

was arrested for providing false identifi-
cation in connection with a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
• A Hidden Hollow Way resident re-

ported the theft of two license plates
taken after they were removed from a
vehicle that was sold.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
• A window was reported broken on

the south side of Terrill Middle School.
• A Manitou Way resident reported

that someone had activated a credit card
that was mailed to the residence on Au-
gust 17. Several unauthorized purchases
were made with it.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
• Tyre J. Fort, 20, and Jason Horace

Greer, 20, both of Plainfield, were ar-
rested for possession of a stolen vehicle
on Haven Avenue. The vehicle, a 1990
Nissan, was reported stolen from New
Brunswick on August 19 and was in-
volved in a pursuit with Plainfield Police
earlier that morning.

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
• Someone uprooted the goalposts on

a soccer field at the rear of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood high school field some-
time over the weekend, police reported.

• A Park Place resident reported the
theft of an envelope containing approxi-
mately $1,000 from his house. The inci-
dent took place some time during the day.

Township Man Charged
In String of Burglaries

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A six-week-
long investigation by two Scotch
Plains detectives into a string of
five summertime house burglaries
has led to the arrest of a township
resident.

Keith M. Alape, 24, of Scotch
Plains was arrested August 19 and
charged with five counts of burglary
and several counts of theft.

Alape was remanded to the Union
County Jail in Elizabeth in lieu of
$22,500 in bail. The bail was set by
Judge Joseph Perfilio of the Scotch
Plains Municipal Court.

The investigation was conducted
by Scotch Plains Police Department
investigators Sergeant Brian
Mahoney and Detective Jeff Briel.

Captain Joseph M. Protasiewicz
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment said the township had a num-
ber of burglaries, beginning on July
5. A tip that Alape might be in-

volved put the investigators on his
trail, Captain Protasiewicz added.

A house burglary in Fanwood
during the summer also was in-
cluded in the department’s investi-
gation, he said.

Property taken during the five
burglaries included cash, jewelry
and electronics totaling about
$8,000, he said.

Alape had been out of state for a
while, but was scheduled to appear
in Mountainside Municipal Court
on an unrelated matter August 19
when Scotch Plains investigators
approached the suspect and charged
him with the township burglaries,
Captain Protasiewicz said.

In Mountainside Municipal Court,
Alape pled guilty to possession of a
hypodermic needle, obstruction and
driving with a revoked license,
records show. He was fined $2,100,
and then apprehended by Scotch
Plains investigators who took him
back to the township.

FANWOOD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for July 1999

Most Common Emergencies

In-Town Emergency Calls: 39
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 7
Total Calls: 46
Trips Made to Area Hospitals: 35
Advanced Life Support Calls: 12
Total Volunteer Hours: 130:00

Sudden Illness
Injuries

Motor Vehicle Accidents
Chest Pain/Difficulty Breathing

Pediatric

Of Special Note:
The officers during the month participated in three Fanwood Borough

Council meetings where the Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP), a
deferred pension program for rescue squad and fire department volunteers,
was being discussed. An ordinance will be put on the ballot for the residents
to vote on in November 1999.  Should the residents approving the program,
it would start January 1, 2000.

 The 40 community service hours for the month included the squad hosting
a Blood Drive at their building on July 12.  The squad wishes to thank its
Blood Drive Committee, led by William Crosby, for preparing, organizing
and conducting this critical service in the borough.

Fanwood’s TV-35
Weekly Schedule

Friday, August 27, 8:00 P.M.
FYI Fanwood – The Mayor’s
Show. An interview with the
Cultural Arts Director.

Sunday, August 29, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood - A Reporter’s Dream.

Tuesday, August 31, 8:00 P.M.
The Great Labor Day Storm of
’98 & Removal of Honey Bees
from LaGrande Park.

Thursday, Sept. 2, 8:00 P.M.
FYI Fanwood – The Mayor
talks to leaders of the coalition
to bring cardiac surgery to
Muhlenberg Hospital.

Recent Home Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Betty I. Fornaro to Lydmyla and Anne

Marie Pochtar, 18 King James Court,
$117,000.

FANWOOD
Domenico Mastroianni to Sushil and

Vandana Agrawal, 130 Belvidere Av-
enue, $226,000.

Evelyn G. Anderson to Michael J. and
Lisa M. Luisi, 322 La Grande Avenue,
$175,000.

directly to the transportation man-
agement agencies located through-
out the country and the agencies,
in turn, are responsible for allo-
cating money to local counties.
NJTPA serves 13 counties in New
Jersey.

The grant to Union County was
allocated from a yearly competitive
Technical Study Program set up by
NJTPA to help solve travel issues,
according to Roseanne Koberle,
Public Relations Manager for the
NJTPA.

This year NJTPA awarded a to-
tal of  $521,000 in the program
and Union County was one of six
counties that received funding, she
said.

The county’s application to NJTPA
provided some specifics about what
the study intends to accomplish.

The goals include:
• The infrastructure necessary to

enhance a cross county rail link rid-
ership, including park and ride fa-
cilities and potential development at
proposed station locations.

• The identification of improved
bus services to support the redevel-
opment plan and maximize feeder
service to the cross county rail link.

• The development of a corri-
dor-wide so-called Intelligent Trans-
portation System (ITS) plan, which
includes computer-controlled signs
and traveler information displays.
This will be integrated with the
county’s Martine Avenue corridor
ITS project and the county’s Routes
1 and 9 project.

“We cannot merely build our way
out of traffic congestion. We are in-
vesting in redeveloping our existing
infrastructure and implementing
new, innovative methods of reliev-

Redevelopment of Route 28
To Include Officials’ Input

ing traffic and promoting economic
investment,” Freeholder Chairman
Nicholas P. Scutari said.

The Route 28 project, he pointed
out, also will identify transit-re-
lated development opportunities
and target properties for potential
development, particularly
“brownfields,” unused former in-
dustrial properties.

The NJTPA awarded another
$125,000 to Union County, also on
August 9, to create a Transporta-
tion Development District (TDD)
along the Routes 1 and 9 corridor of
Elizabeth, Linden and Rahway.
That money came from a one-time
fund set up by the NJTPA to finance
specific urgent, transportation
projects.

The new TDD will examine ways
to improve traffic flow and promote
economic development in the
Routes 1 and 9 corridor and around
Port Elizabeth. The TDD was cre-
ated to address transportation and
development demands caused by a
surge in economic development
along the corridor.

District-wide and site-specific
road and development recommen-
dations for the roads were included
in the Union County Port Master
Plan unveiled in May to chart eco-
nomic growth in the county’s port
region.

Proposed improvements include an
extension of York Road in Elizabeth
to the new Jersey Gardens Value Mega
Mall which opens this fall, more
efficient local connections to New
Jersey Turnpike exit no. 13, enhanced
mass transit connections and pedes-
trian accessibility and ITS, includ-
ing computer-controlled signals and
traveler information displays.

Family Escapes Fire
After Being Alerted
By Smoke Detectors
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – A Westfield, family
escaped without injury last Friday
morning after a fire broke out in the
basement of their home, according to
Westfield fire officials, who credited
smoke alarms in the house with help-
ing to avert what could have been a
tragedy.

Captain James Pfeiffer of the
Westfield Fire Department said the
one-alarm blaze, which erupted
shortly after 4 a.m., appears to have
started near a desktop computer in a
small office area of the basement of
the Cape Cod-style home on
Sunnywood Drive.

The fire, which is believed to have
been electrical in nature, was not con-
sidered suspicious, according to the
Captain. He said the office area where
the fire originated contained a lot of
electrical equipment.

Captain Pfeiffer, who commanded
fire-fighting units at the scene, stated
that the incident has been deemed
“entirely accidental,” although an in-
vestigation was continuing to pin-
point the exact source of the blaze.

Firefighters, who arrived at the
scene four minutes after the alarm
was received at 4:17 a.m., were di-
rected by the home’s owner, Neville
Mobaraki, to the basement.

Hose lines were channeled into the
basement, as well as to the rear exte-
rior of the home, where flames were
visible from the basement windows,
according to the Westfield Fire
Department’s report of the incident.

Captain Pfeiffer revealed that the fire
was brought under control in approxi-
mately 20 minutes and was confined to
the basement room where it began. No
firefighters were injured in the course
of battling the blaze, he added.

The basement area of the residence
sustained heavy smoke and water dam-
age, according to the Fire Department
report, with extensive smoke damage
throughout the entire home.

Captain Pfeiffer said Mr. Mobaraki,
his wife and young daughter were in

the second-floor bedroom area when
they were alerted to the fire by smoke
alarms in the house.

While his wife called 911, Mr.
Mobaraki attempted to douse the
blaze with a small, portable extin-
guisher, but the fire had already be-
come too advanced. The family then
fled the home, Captain Pfeiffer said.

A total of 22 firefighters re-
sponded to the scene, including paid
and volunteer personnel f rom
Westfield, along with a unit from
the Cranford Fire Department,
which was requested by Westfield
through Mutual Aid.

Two pumpers and an aerial truck
were dispatched by the Westfield Fire
Department as part of its normal re-
sponse to a house fire, and another
truck was sent by Cranford, the Cap-
tain stated. The Westfield Rescue
Squad was also requested to stand by
at the scene.

Firefighters attempting to access a
hydrant about eight to 10 houses away
from the Mobaraki home discovered a
load of gravel blocking it, Captain
Pfeiffer confirmed.

He observed, however, that it
“didn’t hinder our response” in
terms of the time element, since the
engine company was able to utilize
another hydrant a short distance
away on Sunnywood Drive. In addi-
tion, he said pumper trucks can hold
750 gallons of water that can be
used before a hydrant is accessed.

A company that had been doing
road work along the street, Henkels
& McCoy of Linden, was issued a
summons for having violated a town
ordinance by blocking the hydrant,
according to Detective Sergeant
John M. Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department.

Captain Pfeiffer emphasized that be-
cause of working smoke detectors in-
stalled around the Mobaraki home, the
family was “fully alerted in plenty of
time” to escape. The couple and their
child were said to be staying with
neighbors immediately after the inci-
dent occurred.

YOUNG CLIMBER…Martin Anderson, 8, from Scotch Plains, on rope, and
Jimmy Kavinski, 10, from Fanwood, in rear, both participated in the annual New
Jersey Arborist Picnic this June in Monmouth County’s Thompson Park. They
were taught proper rigging and strapping, and both boys climbed up into oak
trees 30 feet over observers’ heads. A group of certified tree experts helped run
this program, while the “Big Boys” — professional arborists — competed in a
number of skill and safety contests over 60 feet in the air.

Parenting Pathways Plans
Children’s Clothing Sale

FANWOOD — Parenting Path-
ways will conduct its annual Fall
and winter consignment clothing
sale on Thursday, September 9, from
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and on Friday,
September 10, from 9 a.m. to noon

at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church
in Scotch Plains.

Items available for sale will in-
clude good condit ion used
children’s clothing (sizes newborn
to 14), maternity clothing, toys,
books, games, baby and nursery
equipment.

On Friday, there will be a half price
sale on all items bearing yellow tags.
Therefore, item with a yellow tag on it
will be sold for half the price on the tag
(Friday only). The sale is open to the
public and all are welcome.

Income from this sale will be
used to help Parenting Pathways
cover the operating costs of its dis-
cussion groups and workshops,
which are offered to the public at
little or no cost.

For more information, or for an-
swers to questions, please call (908)
889-5826. Parenting Pathways is a
Fanwood-based nonprofit organi-
zation established to provide sup-
port and education to all parents.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

A SCHOOL DAY AT THE SHORE…First graders at School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains recently went on a field trip to Sandy Hook to study ocean life.
The students were lucky to have a sunny, beautiful day for their visit. Pictured,
left to right with a nature center guide, are: front row: Jamal Anderson and
Tristan Bundy; second row: Van Gelis, Kevin Chacon, Zaria Combs, Lauren
Hirschhorn, Neelega Perry, Jerenyl Fernandez and Andres Forero.

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
• Evaristo Colon, 26, of North

Plainfield was charged with providing
false information to a police officer,
including invalid identification, follow-

ing a motor vehicle stop on Westfield
Road.

Colon was released on his own recog-
nizance after authorities determined his
true identity, according to police.

Courtesy of the Westfield Fire Department

HOUSE FIRE…Alerted by smoke detectors, a couple and their child
escaped from their Sunnywood Drive home early last Friday morning
after a fire erupted in a small office area of their basement. The blaze has
been ruled accidental, fire officials confirmed. Firefighters extinguished
the blaze in less than half an hour.
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summer roosting in the Golf Street-
Wood Road neighborhood. Last month,
the council, after several meetings with
affected residents, voted not to dis-
perse the flock with a fogging applica-
tion, due to lingering health concerns
expressed by some who live in the
neighborhood. The pyrotechnics ef-
fort, which was somewhat successful
last summer, is definitely not an op-
tion this summer, the Mayor stated,
given the states severe drought.

“The fire chief would kill us,” she
joked.

Mayor Samuel rejected the idea
that the council, after months of dis-
cussion with residents and experts,
ended up shrugging and doing noth-
ing about the problem.

“We’re keeping an eye on the birds,”
she said. “If the situation gets out of
hand, we’ll have to do something.”

She added that the problem is not
as bad as it was a year ago, and
promised to remain in contact with
neighborhood homeowners.

Mayor Samuel’s eight-month ten-
ure has been an eventful and, at times,
controversial one. She said the one

thing she would do differently if she
could would be to “keep my mouth
shut.”

Her proudest achievement, she told
The Times, has been “being able to
keep the business of the town mov-
ing. Things get done.”

But she hinted that she will be
announcing something in mid-Sep-
tember that will truly be her biggest
achievement, although she declined
to provide any details.

As for her future political plans, the
Mayor was mum on plans to run for a
four-year mayoral term in November
2000 if the direct-election referendum is
passed in the upcoming election. If the
Democrats retain their 3-2 control of the
council this November, she said she’d
like to be reappointed for another one-
year term “if (Deputy Mayor) Tarquin
Bromley doesn’t want it. If he does, I’d
be more than happy to let him.”

But, in the end, she added, “it all
depends on what happens in Novem-
ber.” Whichever party triumphs then
will have a 3-2 majority on the coun-
cil and the power to choose the Mayor
for 2000.


