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Union County Freeholders, Ex-Cranford Mayor
Air Best Method of Reducing Property Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Freeholders defended the role of
county government last week after a
former Cranford Mayor said he sees
the day when this level of govern-
ment will be eliminated.

Former three-time Cranford
Township Mayor Edward M.
Robinson, a Republican, addressing
the board during the public segment
of its August 19 meeting, described
what he sees as the “spiraling bur-
den of property taxes” on Union
County residents.

He said tenure for teachers, along
with fixed costs within municipal
budgets, prevent much reduction
within the school and town portions
of property tax bills. However, he
said, more can be done on the county
side.

“I think county government is go-
ing to be dismantled. It has to hap-
pen if we are going to take control of
property taxes,” Mr. Robinson stated.

Among the areas he said should
be addressed to reduce county ex-
penses are decreasing the number
of members who serve on the nine-
member Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, along with the possible phas-
ing out of the county police depart-
ment.

Of New Jersey’s 21 counties, he
said Union County is one of only
four which have a county police
force. Mr. Robinson said two of those
counties are looking to eliminate
their county police.

“Do we need county police? I think
that is something we seriously have
to look at,” he remarked.

Mr. Robinson also reasoned that
civil court cases could be heard in
municipal court rooms throughout
the county, with local judges hear-
ing these trials, rather than having
them heard in Superior Court.

He also said the county should
eliminate its Shade Tree Commis-
sion, noting that this service would
better be handled by the individual
towns.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Daniel
P. Sullivan said he believes it makes
more sense to have one county com-
mission than 21 individual commis-
sions in each of the towns in the
county.

Freeholder Donald Goncalves sug-
gested that regionalization and
shared services was the answer to
reducing property taxes and not

eliminating county government. He
said the county would be the avenue
for these types of services.

Freeholder Sullivan noted that ser-
vices such as maintenance of roads,
parks, Union County College, the
Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools or the county lockup
must be paid for regardless of
whether or not county government
were to be eliminated.

“I think it is pie in the sky to think
that if you eliminate county govern-
ment then all of a sudden we’re
going to get a 20 percent reduction
in our property taxes,” said Free-
holder Sullivan, noting that the
county portion of property tax bills
account for only 20 percent of prop-
erty taxes.

Mr. Sullivan noted that there are
566 municipalities in the state and
over 600 school boards, yet there are
only 21 counties in New Jersey.

“Where do you think the effort
ought to be to create some reduc-
tions that are going to create some
savings?” he questioned.

He said in other states, a school
board sits at the county level and
runs the schools for the entire county.

County Manager Michael J.
LaPolla said spending in 1999 for
county government is at the same
level it was in 1994.

He challenged Mr. Robinson “to
come up with any municipality in
this county, of this state, that can say
they are spending less money now
than they did five years ago.”

Union County’s 1999 budget is
$285.6 million. Of that amount,
$150.1 million will be raised through
property taxes, the lowest amount
since 1994, when the county tax
levy was $148.1 million.

In terms of shared services, Mr.
Lapolla said that by next year the
county hopes to be offering towns
services through its auto services
unit, which is being relocated from
Westfield to a former car dealership
in Elizabeth.

He said towns will be able to save
money by either cutting vehicle
maintenance positions in local Pub-
lic Works Departments or by ending
contracts with service stations and
repair shops that currently do this
type of work.

Four Centuries in Weekend
Packet Available for Kids

ELIZABETH – Children will have
the opportunity to learn how their
Union County communities once ap-
peared with the help of a lesson plan
kit prepared for youth group leaders,
parents and teachers that focuses on
“Four Centuries in a Weekend.”

The kit uses maps, a time-line and
a compare-and-contrast exercise to-
gether with actual visits to 22 his-
toric sites and house museums
throughout Union County.

“The historic sites are sorted into
five clusters to make it easier to grasp
this area’s dramatic transformation
over the centuries,” said Freeholder
Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari. “The
clusters illustrate the shift from the
county’s earliest settlements to the
suburban and commercial develop-
ments of today.”

All the historic properties high-
lighted in the kit are the focus of
“Four Centuries in a Weekend: A
Journey Through Union County’s
History,” an annual event that will
take place on Saturday, October 23,
from 10 am. to 5 p.m., and on Sun-
day, October 24, from noon to 5 p.m.

“Visitors may select a cluster of
sites to explore or they can mix and
match from all the clusters,” said
Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo, Liaison
to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisor Board. “They can go
to as many sites as possible during
the weekend of October 23-24 or
schedule visits throughout the year
by referring to the tour booklet for
regular open hours.”

Some of the oldest properties are
those built by the wealthy and make
up the “Early Aristocracy” Cluster.
Sites touched by the breakaway of
the American Colonies from the Brit-
ish Empire form the “Revolutionary
Front Line” Cluster. Agriculture pro-

vided a way of living for the families
in the “Farm Life” Cluster.

The building of railroads and the
dawning of the industrial age shaped
the collection of sites in the “Com-
merce and Industry” Cluster. The
resulting prosperity and mobility
formed sites in the “Victorian Re-
sorts and Suburbs” Cluster.

An added enhancement of the les-
son plan packet of “Four Centuries in
a Weekend” is the Time Traveler
Certificate earned by validated
“PassPort to Discovery.”

To receive a Time Traveler Certifi-
cate, students in grades K-6 need to
visit three sites, and grades 7-12
need to visit four sites. Adults may
also be Time Travelers by visiting at
least five sites.

Personnel at the sites can stamp
PassPorts not filled over the week-
end until April 30, 2000 in order to
qualify for the certificate.

“Local history is more understand-
able using the lesson plan packet
during ‘Four Centuries in a Week-
end,’” added Michael J. Lapolla,
County Manager. “Having historic
sites stamp the PassPorts of visitors
adds to the fun and interest of the
weekend.”

“Four Centuries in a Weekend” is
made possible by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
grants from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Travel & Tourism, and the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Additional support from AAA New
Jersey Automobile Club has enabled
driving routes and laminated county
maps to be available at each site.

The lesson plan packet was cre-
ated to assist in the teaching of local
history meeting New Jersey Core
Curriculum Standards and to meet
badge requirements for the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts of America. It
is equally as useful to parents who
want to explore local history together
with their children.

To receive a lesson plan packet, a
PassPort and a “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” descriptive booklet, please
contact the Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street
Elizabeth, 07202, (908) 558-2550.
Relay users may call (800) 853-7899.

Union County Considers Joining Woodbridge to Sue State
Over Site Chosen for Treatment Unit for Sex Offenders
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Noting the close
proximity to Rahway of the state’s
proposed $22 million, 300-bed fa-
cility for high risk sex offenders,
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari
said the county is exploring the pos-
sibility of joining a lawsuit that
Woodbridge is considering filing
against the state.

State officials announced earlier
this month plans to build the $22
million special treatment facility for
sex offenders on the grounds of the
East Jersey State Prison, located in
the Avenel section of Woodbridge.
The proposed facility would be built
onto the Adult Diagnostic and Treat-
ment Center, which houses convicted
sex offenders at the prison.

The proposed facility, according
to reports in The Star-Ledger, would
house sex offenders who have served
their prison time but are still consid-
ered too high of a risk to the public to
be released.

Corrections officials have said lo-
cating the new building in Avenel
would be beneficial since it would
allow the facility to share resources
offered at the prison and the diagnos-
tic center. Officials also have indi-
cated that the existing facilities are
well secured to prevent escapes.

“Despite the fact that the facility is
located in Middlesex County, it is
probably as close to Rahway resi-
dents as to residents in Avenel,” said
Freeholder Scutari. He claimed the
state selected the site without consul-
tation with local officials.

“Such government decision mak-
ing in secret is more than un-Demo-
cratic and it’s unfair to the people of
Woodbridge, Rahway and the sur-
rounding communities,” the Free-
holder Chairman commented.

In addition to exploring the possi-
bility of joining a lawsuit with
Woodbridge, the board passed a reso-
lution, sponsored by Freeholder
Scutari, condemning the state’s ac-
tion.

“The freeholder board condemns
the action taken by the state, by Gov-
ernor Whitman and her State Correc-
tions Commissioner Jack Terhune
and asks them to reconsider their
decision,” said Freeholder Scutari,
who was scheduled to meet with
Woodbridge Mayor James
McGreevey Monday morning.

“We have an obligation to our
residents to determine whether or not
a fair siting process was followed
and whether or not the impact on
Woodbridge and Rahway was ad-
equately considered,” Mr. Scutari
added.

He questioned whether the exist-
ing prison and diagnostic center,
which have a combined population
of 3,000 inmates, already pose
“enough of a burden for one area to
bear” in terms of area emergency
services, such as volunteer fire de-
partments and first aid squads.

He called the placement of the new
facility on this site “a potentially
dangerous situation.”

A spokesman for Mayor
McGreevey said the city’s attorney
was still in the process of writing the
lawsuit which, if it proceeds, will be

filed in State Superior Court in New
Brunswick.

On another matter, Freeholder
Deborah P. Scanlon asked the board
to consider sponsoring a resolution
asking officials to review the section
of the Garden State Parkway near
mile marker 134.5 for safety factors.

Sixteen-year-old Robert
Klutkowski of Linden was killed from
a fall from a Parkway bridge on Au-
gust 14. According to published re-
ports, the teenager was walking south
on the highway in an effort to get
assistance after the car in which he
was a passenger broke down.

The teenager was killed when a
vehicle was pushed into him from the
force of impact from another car. The
impact hurled the boy over the
Parkway’s Lake Street overpass. He
fell 22 feet. The motorist whose car
was struck had actually pulled over
to assist the boy.

Freeholder Scanlon noted that that
area of the Parkway does not have a
fence. She said many fatal accidents
have occurred between markers 134
and 135 on the highway.

“I’m not an engineer, but it seems
to me it would be fairly simple to put
up a fence, to put a railing, to put up
something to prevent this kind of a
tragedy,” said Freeholder Scanlon.

Prior to the start of the August 19
meeting, the board observed a mo-
ment of silence for the youngster,
who had worked as a intern for the
county. His father, Robert
Klutkowski, Sr., is employed by the
county’s Department of Engineer-
ing.

The three women on the Freeholder
board, Linda d. Stender, Mary
Ruotolo and Mrs. Scanlon, spon-
sored a resolution commemorating
Thursday, August 26, as Women’s
Equality Day in Union County. The
day recalls the efforts made to gain
passage of the 19th Amendment to

the United States Constitution, which
gave women the right to vote.

Joining them in the presentation
were Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, the first woman to hold that

position, and Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly, one of only
three current woman mayors among
the 21 towns in the county. (Please
see related editorial on Page 4).

AWARDED VOLUNTEER…Congressman Bob Franks (R-7th) awards Debbie
Littman of Scotch Plains a certificate of appreciation during the sixth Annual
Seventh Congressional District Volunteer of the Year Ceremony. In observance
of National Volunteers Week, Congressman Franks recognized more than 60
individuals and organizations from throughout Central New Jersey for their
hard work and selfless dedication within the community.


