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The Party Dolls will take the stage
tonight, Thursday, August 26,  at 7
p.m. at West Main and Irving Streets
in Rahway. The Party Dolls will also
perform on Wednesday, September
1, at 7:30 p.m. at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. New Power Soul will
play swing, dance and rock music on
August 26 at 7:30 p.m. on the Village
Green in Scotch Plains.

THE CROSSROADS IN GARWOOD will
welcome Splooge to the stage on
August 26; Royal Scam, A Steely
Dan Tribute, on Friday, August 27
and Blunt Force on Saturday, Au-
gust 28. A Jazz Jam will be held at
8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 31 and
an Open Blues Jam will be featured
on Wednesday, September 1. For
more information on these concerts,
please call (908) 232-5666.

WATERLOO  VILLAGE  IN  STANHOPE
will host Scholastic’s The Magic
School Bus on Sunday, August 29,
at 12:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4:30
p.m. The musical production will be
free with general admission. This

WATERLOO  VILLAGE  IN STANHOPE
will sponsor a day of music and
history with fife and drum corps
from selected regional civil war
groups entitled “Civil War Music
Muster” on August 28 from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. The event is free
with general admission. For more
information, please call (973) 347-
0900.

BARNES & NOBLE IN CLARK  will
welcome Candy Nelson who will
sing songs from her new CD, “Darly
the Dolphin and Friends” on August
26 at 7 p.m. For more information,
please call (732) 574-1818. On Au-
gust 27, Contemporary Folk Singer-
Songwriter William Smith will per-
form from his CD, “Looking For-
ward to Looking Back” from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m.
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WESTFIELD  –
Cynthia Meryl, Broadway
performer and Artistic Di-
rector of the Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre (WYACT) and
stage director of this past
summer’s production of
Oliver! and last summer’s
presentation of Carousel
at the NJPAC, will offer
professional classes in the
performing arts.

A brand new acting stu-
dio and dance studio reno-
vated on a Westfield site
are presently in the works
and should open for
classes before the end of
the year.

WYACT will tempo-
rarily hold acting, musical theatre and
dance classes at Centennial High
School (formerly Lincoln School) at
728 Westfield Avenue in Westfield, with
the cooperation of the Union County
Educational Services Commission and
its Superintendent Ed Hartnett.

Registration will be held in the gym
of the school on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday, August 31, September 1
and 2, from noon to 8 p.m.

Due to the success of Carousel and
Oliver!, WYACT has been invited back
to NJPAC for next summer’s season.

“We at WYACT believe that we are
setting the foundation for the forma-
tion of the first State Youth Theatre,”
said Ms. Meryl, who also directed The
Threepenny Opera in Kean University’s
Arts Incubator Festival.

The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts recently awarded a $23,000 grant to
WYACT. Members of WYACT’s Oliver!
ensemble were also interviewed by NBC
for a nationally televised special.

Ms. Meryl instructs Beginners, In-
termediate and Advanced Acting
Classes which concentrate on improvi-
sation, character development and
scene study. Four levels of tap and
three levels of Musical Theatre, which
focus on song selection and interpreta-
tion, ensemble work, voice, musical
theatre movement and dance, are also
offered. Private sessions in voice and/
or acting are available.

With over 25 years of acting experi-
ence, Ms. Meryl designs her classes to
prepare the performer for auditions and
the professional stage. Ms. Meryl has
invited professionals to teach various
other theatrical classes. Debra Reed
will instruct improvisation/movement
for children aged 4 to 7 and workshops
in costuming, lighting and set design
for older students. Ms. Reed holds ex-
tensive experience from the Paper Mill
Playhouse, Joe Papp’s Public Theatre
in New York and provides theatre arts
seminars in New York and New Jersey.

Dina Jo Sison, a performer with the
American Repertory Theatre Ballet
Company, the Oberlin Dance Company
of San Francisco, the Garden State Bal-
let Youth Theatre Company, and a prin-
cipal dancer for WYACT, will teach

Cynthia Meryl

several levels of ballet.
Irazema Rivera, a

dance instructor for
NJPAC, performer and
choreographer for the
Danceworks Dance
Company of New
Brunswick, producer of
modern dance concerts
and graduate of the Ma-
son Gross School of
Dance, will teach sev-
eral levels of jazz and
modern dance, as well
as a workshop in fla-
menco.

Richard McNanna
of Seton Hall Univer-
sity, who has per-
formed in The
Threepenny Opera,

Carousel and Oliver!, will assist with
the beginners acting classes for younger
children.

Ms. Meryl has performed in Tommy
Tune’s award-winning musical, Nine,
as Eliza in My Fair Lady, Nellie in
South Pacific, Hortense in The Gay
Divorce, Charlotte in Beyond Therapy,
as well as many other performances.

She has produced and performed in
all of WYACT’s fundraising produc-
tions such as I Do, I Do, Love Letters
and A Christmas Carol. Ms. Meryl has
produced and directed WYACT’s pre-
vious summer presentations such as A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Carnival,
Stage Door, Camelot, Fiorello!, Crimes
of the Heart, Merrily We Roll Along,
The Children’s Hour, Isn’t It Roman-
tic, and the WYACT Cabarets.

Ms. Meryl stated that she would like
to see young performers develop the
commitment and discipline to learn an
art well, whether it be in music, dance,
drama or the fine arts, and in doing so,
build the confidence they need not only
to possibly build a career in the theatre,
but to face any challenge in life.

For further information on WYACT’s
performing arts program and registra-
tion, please call (908) 233-3200.

LiteratureLiteratureLiteratureLiteratureLiterature

event is for children ages 4-10. For
more information, please call (973)
347-0900.

Drumthwacket to Open
For Tours on Sept. 1
PRINCETON – Drumthwacket,

the official residence of Governor
Christine Todd Whitman, will re-
open for tours on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 1.

Tours of the public rooms featur-
ing Tiffany Silver from the USS New
Jersey, a collection of 18th century
American antiques and a New Jersey
porcelain collection highlighting
presidential china will be included.

Drumthwacket is located at 354
Stockton Street in Princeton. Admis-
sion is free and reservations are not
necessary. The residence is open on
Wednesdays from noon to 2 p.m.

Group tours are also available. For
arrangements or more information,
please call The Drumthwacket Foun-
dation at (609) 683-0057.
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FANWOOD — The Fanwood Me-
morial Library Children’s Department
announces KidstArt, a self esteem and
individuality program for children start-
ing elementary school.

The program will meet on Thurs-
days at 10:15 a.m. or 1 p.m. from
September 30 through November 18.

Vicki Annese, an art therapist with
19 years of experience leading groups
for children, will be instructing the
group to encourage the development
of a strong self-concept in young chil-
dren, through the use of selected

children’s literature and art projects.
To register, please visit the Fanwood

Memorial Library Children’s Depart-
ment beginning on Monday, August
30. Space is limited to 10 children per
session. Participants must be currently
enrolled in kindergarten. Fanwood resi-
dents will take priority.

KidstArt is made possible in part by
a 1999 HEART (History, Education,
Arts - Reaching Thousands) GRANT
from the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, Nicholas P. Scutari,
Chairman.
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PLAINFIELD  – The 1999 Teen Arts
Touring Exhibit will be on display from
Thursday, August 26, through Thursday,
September 16, at the United National
Bank, 202 Park Avenue, in Plainfield.

Katrina Blasi of Mountainside, Ed-
ward Saridaki of Scotch Plains and
Christopher Orosz of Westfield will have
their works included in the exhibit.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the ex-
hibit will include 31 pieces of art se-
lected from the 513 visual art works
shown at the 1999 Union County Teen
Arts Festival held in March at Union
County College. The annual festival is
sponsored by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
Department of Economic Development.

“The enthusiasm of the public for
the Teen Arts Exhibit grows each year,”

said Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo, Liai-
son to the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
gram Advisory Board. “That sends a
positive message to our young artists
and encourages them to pursue their
interest in the arts.”

“I’m delighted that these talented
students will have their creations on
display in Plainfield,” said Freeholder
Lewis Mingo, Jr. “It’s refreshing to
have this array of artwork available for
downtown shoppers to appreciate.”

The tour will travel to sites through-
out Union County through March 2000.

The event is open to the public. For
assistive services or more information,
please call the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, 07202, (908)
558-2550, Relay Service Users may
call (800) 852-7899.
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WESTFIELD – The 1999-2000
season is due to begin at Westfield
School of Dance. Owner and Artis-
tic Director, Joanne Carey, recently
announced that the school has added
All Boys Tap and Jazz Classes to its
schedule and expanded its dance
program throughout the day and into
two area pre-schools.

“There has been a big interest
from area parents on classes offered
for boys only so they can come and
learn tap and jazz amongst their
peers,” stated Ms. Carey.

“I think it is very important for a
child to not only enjoy themselves
in a class but also feel comfortable.
Adolescent years are tough for kids
and if an all boys class is going to
make them want to do something
they may have otherwise chosen
not to do, then I’m all for it!” she
added.

Ms. Carey has also added early
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Detroit Rock City
Dumb, Dumber and Dumbest Do Motown

1 & 1/2 popcorns
The rules of good taste insist that you

detest this movie. Even sight unseen, you
must decry it. After all, how would it look
if you extolled any of Detroit Rock City’s
sordid and seamy virtues? You might be
mistaken for a clueless slacker in a Kevin
Smith movie (Clerks, for instance).

Politically incorrect, angrily boister-
ous, rampant with prurient language and
curious in its derision of Catholicism,
director Adam Rifkin’s movie set in 1978
about four Cleveland teenagers hell-bent
on attending a Kiss concert in Detroit at
any cost is downright offensive. But pre-
tentious it is not. There is a naughty
honesty in its shock-infested, bedlam.
But don’t say I said so.

Custom-designed for its target audi-
ence — hardcore Kiss fans, teen males
and those who wish they were either—it
promises and spews forth a steady bar-
rage of blatantly outrageous acts while
delivering the most far-fetched array of
juvenile fantasy fulfillment one is apt to
witness in a movie this year.

The folks who queue-up to see this
bargain basement coming-of-age film aren’t
overly concerned with the finer nuances of
plot, the witty gradations of the sub-text or
whether the director has adeptly fashioned
an homage to the genre. They know what
they want. And like the movie’s single-
minded characters, they want it now.

Speedily filling this need with brainless
glee, not standing on ceremony to evolve its
story, Detroit Rock City is junk food for the
mind. But caution is advised: Viewers ever
vigilant not to contaminate their motion
picture palates should be wary; since
filmgoers don’t live by haute cinema alone,
this daft free-for-all could prove a tasty
diversion. The temptation to go bottom
feeding may call. If it happens, suppress it.
And by all means, don’t tell a soul.

The stoned-out four find themselves
without tickets to the much anticipated
concert when one of their moms, a dooms-
day-spouting holy roller (Lin Shaye) with
an obsessive hatred for Kiss, confiscates
the ducats. So what’s a stereotypically
diverse group of two-dimensional pals to
do? Well, that’s simple enough. First, for
no particular reason, they wreak havoc in
the girl’s bathroom, probably causing
permanent psychological damage to a
cheerleader who was using the facilities.

This bit of toilet humor out of the way,
they then steal another mom’s Volvo and
just head for the concert anyway. Some-
thing will work out. For this gang, that
constitutes a well thought out plan.

Along the way, they stop off at a paro-
chial school to rescue one of their paren-
tally banished number by slipping the
priest some hallucinogenic mushrooms.
They also make sure to fight a rock ‘n’
roll civil war with a Trans Am full of
disco-loving greasers.

A fall-out of said conflict, they collect
Christine (Natasha Lyonne), a defector
from the enemy camp. Spotting the disco
disciple hitchhiking, sensitive Lex
(Giuseppe Andrews) suggests potential
danger to her person by opining, “That’s
how some horror movies start out....a
teenaged girl walking along a road.”

The other boys aren’t particularly
swayed by the observation. But then Trip
(James De Bello), who earned the charac-
ter-appropriate nickname from his
mother’s acid-induced condition during
childbirth, adds, “It’s also how some porno

movies start.” The car screeches to a stop.
Bawdy and raw, making sure to pro-

vide a steady splatter of four-lettered
favorites, that’s about as inventive as the
dialogue gets. Otherwise, the stupid script
is populated with outright loopy pro-
nouncements, such as when one boy de-
fends their automotive benefactor (her
license plate reads “Ob Gyn”) by argu-
ing, “Just because she’s a female gyne-
cologist doesn’t make her a lesbian.”

Carrying on helter-skelter like high school
versions of the Marx Brothers, but without
benefit of either acting talent or comic skill,
once they reach Detroit the foursome splits
up in search of the elusive tickets. Lo and
behold, Detroit on the eve of the Kiss concert
turns out to be the teen answer to Shangri-
La, where a young man can realize his most
hormone-driven fantasy.

Though he’s the least likable of the
gang, his Napoleonic pushiness recalling
the Bowery Boys’ Leo Gorcey, it’s still
hard not to cheer for Hawk (Edward
Furlong) when he seeks to win the ticket
money at, of all places, a male-oriented
discotheque. Deigning to enter an ama-
teur striptease contest there, apparently
his sex appeal is not in the least compro-
mised when the booze he imbibes helps
him break the volume record for vomit-
ing. Because shortly thereafter, he meets
his Mrs. Robinson (Shannon Tweed as
Amanda), who doesn’t seem to mind his
regurgitation prowess one iota. She is
willing to buy him the tickets. And you
can color in the rest of the scenario.

Meanwhile, Jam (Sam Huntington),
whose religious right mom has for the
second time carted him off to the closest
church for exorcism of his Kiss jones, is
serendipitously united with his secret
heartthrob, Beth (Melanie Lynskey). How
lucky. Her parents just happen to be pass-
ing through Detroit on the way to Dad’s
job relocation in Ann Arbor. Suffice it to
note that Beth and a confessional figure in
the gratification of Jam’s fantasy.

Rounding out the absurd chimeras, Trip,
who proudly has continued the family
tradition of substance abuse, meets his
destiny during a hold-up attempt in a
convenience store. And Lex, who becomes
a Tarzan to Detroit’s junkyard dogs, gets
to play the hero by saving Christine from
some very unsavory carjackers.

Because the teen romp aspect is not
without its nostalgia quotient, this could
very well spawn a market among the
middle-aged once the film goes video:
“Hmm, okay, let me have one copy of
‘Citizen Kane,’ also ‘La Strada,’ please,
and of course a copy of ‘The Battleship
Potemkin’...... and oh, yeah, this piece of
trash, ‘Detroit Whatever,’ for my free-
loading son-in-law with the earring in his
tongue — the idiot.”

At long last, all of Detroit Rock City’s
feeble-minded high jinks lead to the grand
conclusion, the concert itself, a pyrotech-
nically-charged few minutes featuring
the actual rock idols. So, one must won-
der, do the four manage to make the
scene? That’s a no-brainer. The far more
intriguing question is, where will you be
when Kiss finally takes the stage?

*  *  *  *  *
Detroit Rock City, rated R, is a New

Line Cinema release directed by Adam
Rifkin and stars Edward Furlong, Sam
Huntington and Natasha Lyonne. Run-
ning time: 101 minutes.

Party Dolls Ready to RockParty Dolls Ready to RockParty Dolls Ready to RockParty Dolls Ready to RockParty Dolls Ready to Rock
At Echo Lake Park ConcertAt Echo Lake Park ConcertAt Echo Lake Park ConcertAt Echo Lake Park ConcertAt Echo Lake Park Concert

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Party Dolls
will perform hits from the 60s, 70s
and 80s during a free outdoor concert
on Wednesday, September 1, at 7:30
p.m. at Echo Lake Park.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, this
appearance will be the final concert
of the Summer Arts Festival series.

The all-girl trio is comprised of
Chrissy Sparks, Kim Konners and
Judy Wilson, and is propelled by the
Party Dolls Band.

Their debut album, which was re-
leased in 1990, pays tribute to girl
groups with songs like “My
Boyfriend’s Back,” “Chapel of Love,”
“Leader of the Pack,” and “Where
Did Our Love Go.” Their latest CD,
“We Got the Beat,” includes hit songs
from the 70s and 80s such as “Love
Shack,” “I Will Survive” and “If I
Can’t Have You.”

The Party Dolls show is choreo-
graphed in the “groovy” dance style
of the era and their wardrobe consists

of over 30 different costumes which
reflects the fashions of the time.

Spectators should bring lawn chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets. A re-
freshment stand will be available at
6:30 p.m.

In the event of rain, the concert will
be held in the auditorium of Cranford
High School. Rain information is
available by calling (908) 527-4900
after 3 p.m. on the day of the concert.

For other concert information,
please call the Union County Divi-
sion of Parks and Recreation at (908)
527-4900.

All  Arts &Entertainment
Press Releases
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Fridays at 4 p.m.

morning and early afternoon pre-
school classes for children ages 2-
1/2 to Kindergarten where children
will be introduced to ballet, jazz
and creative movement.

The use of props, musical instru-
ments, songs and imagination are
the basis to these classes where chil-
dren will learn technique, rhythm,
motor skills and how to express
themselves through dance.

Westfield School of Dance has
also created a satellite dance pro-
gram in two area schools. The
Wardlaw-Hartridge After School
Program will enable children Pre-K
to eighth grade to sign up for dance
on Mondays. Another program at
The KinderCare of Clark will offer
children ages 2-1/2 to Kindergarten
the opportunity to take classes on
Thursday mornings.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-3011.
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Stephen J. CannellStephen J. CannellStephen J. CannellStephen J. CannellStephen J. Cannell
WESTFIELD — Best-selling au-

thor and television producer Stephen
J. Cannell will appear at The Town
Book Store in Westfield on Thurs-
day, September 2, from 6 to 9 p.m. to
autograph copies of his new hard-
cover suspense novel “The Devil’s
Workshop.”

Mr. Cannell, who is an Emmy
award-winning writer/producer, best-
selling author and Chairman of
Cannell Entertainment, has scripted
over 1,500 episodes during his 30-
year career.

He has created or co-created over
35 shows, including “The Rockford
Files,” “The A-Team,” “Hardcastle
and McCormick,” “21 Jump Street,”
“Wiseguy,” “The Commish,” “Ren-
egade” and “Silk Stalkings.”

Mr. Cannell has also authored “The
Plan,” “Final Victim” and “King
Con.”

To reserve an autographed copy of
any of his titles, or for further infor-
mation, please call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535.

Sun Tavern
15 South Avenue, Fanwood, (908) 490-0278

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For over a decade, the Sun Tavern
establishments owned by Ken Duda
in Roselle Park, Union, Mountainside
and Little Falls
have been noted for
their spheres of sa-
vory pizza and in-
viting atmosphere.
So, it was with great
anticipation that I
paid a visit to the
newest restaurant in
Fanwood on a
lively Saturday evening.

The reception at the front door was
warm and accommodating. We would
be seated in approximately 15 to 20
minutes (seating actually came ear-
lier). The place was jumping —
couples and families continued to pile
through the door all evening long.

The Sun Tavern in Fanwood, which
opened in March, includes cherry
and oak furnishings with old fash-
ioned brick walls. The waiting area
includes a generous bench with large
hardcover books set to the back wall.
An enormous bar area is just a few
steps up from the main dining sec-
tion. It is the hub of activity.

I was very pleased to see two black
and white historic Fanwood photo-
graphs adorning the walls near our
table. A nice tribute to the borough.

Service at the Sun Tavern is atten-
tive and impeccable. Waiters and
managing staff simply do not miss a
beat. Need to find an extra restroom?
Someone will direct you. All instruc-
tions and requests are followed to a
tee and you never feel like a bother.

The appetizer selection is abundantly
full of popular munchies such as
Jalapeno Poppers, Mozzarella Sticks,
Shrimp Cocktail and Nachos. There is
something for every type of appetite.

I selected the ½ dozen order of

Roasted Clams ($5.95) for my appe-
tizer. Served upon beds of crisp let-
tuce that looked like tiny islands,
each shell featured a plentiful por-
tion of clam, just ready to be dipped

in the cup full of
drawn butter.

However, about
3 out of the 6 sweet
clams were quite
sandy. When you
would remove the
clam, puddles of
sandy water were
left behind. I

would recommend that these crusta-
ceans are cleaned more thoroughly
before reaching the table. Sand is
difficult to ignore when it is hitting
your teeth during polite dinner con-
versation.

House Salads contain only the most
crisp and fresh ingredients. A chunky
blue cheese dressing adorned the
dish– a true, refreshing delight.

The selection of pizzas seems eter-
nal, the descriptions are absolutely
mouthwatering and tempting with
every adjective. It is important to
note that every ingredient is fresh on
these pizzas. An appreciated and
noticeable quality.

We selected the Vegetarian Pizza
($12.50) to share. A very thin crusted
pizza with mushrooms, onions,
squares of juicy tomato, bits of black
olive and red and green peppers was
brought to our table.

It seems that the more ingredients
are piled atop a crust, the more the
crust should be able to sustain it. So,
this is not the type of pizza one can
fold – the crust is often too thin.

I would be doing the Sun Tavern a
disservice to not mention the fact that
the crust was beyond soggy. The pep-
pers were beyond bitter. I have heard
such rave reviews about the pizza at
these establishments that I was hon-
estly disappointed by the end result.

A bevy of cappuccinos and des-
serts are always on tap at Sun Tavern.
Chocolate Mousse Cake ($3.50) is
decadent and heavenly. Peanut But-
ter Chocolate Silk Pie ($3.50), Car-
rot Cake ($3.50), Cheese Cake ($3)
and Vanilla Ice Cream ($2.50) are
also spotlighted on the menu.

Sun Tavern is the home to fantastic
service and it is a place where every-
one could be comfortable gathering
with friends in bustling, friendly atmo-
sphere. But, the pizza is, much to my
dismay, questionable.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Italian singer

Moreno Fruzzetti will appear at the
25th Annual Labor Day Italian Festi-
val in Downtown Scotch Plains on
Sunday, September 5, from 7 to 10

p.m.
The festival

will be spon-
sored by St.
Bartholomew
The Apostle
Church and the
Scotch Plains-
F a n w o o d
UNICO.

Mr. Fruzzetti,
who was born
in Pisa, Italy
and now re-
sides in
Colonia, is in-
ternationally

recognized as one of the finest vocal-
ists of Italian ballads.

He has entertained audiences in
the United States, Canada, Europe,
South America and Australia. He has
also received several music enter-
tainment awards, one of which he
obtained for a hit song in Italy,
“Guarda.”

Mr. Moreno is known for his per-
formances of classic Italian songs
from the 50s and 60s, as well as his
rhythms and arrangements. Some of
the top tunes he has performed in-
clude “Male Femmena,” “Oh, Marie,”
“Mama,” “Come Back to Sorrento,”
“O Sole Mio,” and “Nessun Dorma.”

Moreno Fruzzetti


