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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

BRUNETTO AND LEONARDIS LEAD THE OFFENSE

Blue Devil Softballers Snare
Late Lady Raider Rally, 9-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Katy Brunetto hit a triple, a
double and a single and made two
outstanding fielding plays and junior
Kristen Leonardis crunched a two-
run triple to lead the Westfield High
School softball team to a 9-7 victory
over the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
in Westfield on April 1. Blue Devil
left fielder Katie Richards snared a
line drive off the bat of Katie Church
to halt a seventh-inning Raider rally.

The Raiders struck first in the top
of the first when senior Diana
Mendez, who walked, stole second
and third, then scored on a wild

pitch. In the bottom of the inning,
Brunetto chopped a single to left,
Sue Phillips looped a single to cen-
ter, then Liz McKeon wiggled an
RBI single past third. An errant
throw from the catcher allowed
Phillips to score, giving the Blue
Devils a 2-1 lead.

Key defensive plays in the second
inning prevented the Raiders from
bursting through with big inning;
however, they did manage to take-
over the lead, 3-2. Raiders Jan Weiner
hacked a single to short and Jen
Doyle yanked a single to right field,
but Brunetto fielded the ball and
fired it to third in time to nail Weiner.

With two outs, Jen Vanderhoff
stepped to the plate and whacked an
RBI triple over the head of Devil
center fielder Paige Corbett, then
scored on a misdirected relay. Stewart
sizzled a single to right-center, but
was later picked off attempting to
steal second by catcher Phillips.

The Raiders returned the favor in
the bottom of the inning when Doyle,
the catcher, threw out Richards, who
singled, as she also tried to steal
second. That out proved important as
the Blue Devils went on to score
three runs in the inning when Erika
Van Anglen walked, Courtney
Thornton singled, Leonardis lashed
her two-run triple, then scored on a
passed ball.

The Blue Devils upped their lead
to 7-3 in the third when McKeon
drew a walk and scored on Richards�
slicing triple to right, then Richards
scored on Van Anglen�s single to
center. The Raiders scored a run in
the fourth when Vanderhoff curled
an RBI single to center.

Leonardis grounded a single up
the middle to lead off the bottom of
the fourth. Brunetto blasted an RBI
triple to deep left field, then Phillips
brought her home with a sacrifice
fly to center to give the Blue Devils
a 9-4 lead.

Pitching prevailed in the fifth and
sixth innings with neither team scor-
ing. Raider sophomore pitcher Ali-
cia Piniat was impressive as she struck
out the side in the fifth.

Not giving up, the Raiders made
their final offensive rush in the sev-
enth. After Brunetto made a great
running stab in right field of a line
shot from Raider Lauren Schwartz,
Megan Miller reached first on an
error. Piniat pounded an RBI triple
down the right field line and Weiner
drew a walk. Doyle drilled a single to

KASHLAK, BRAMNICK WILL LEAD THE LEGENDS

Blue Devil Golfers Return
Powerhouse to the Course

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Watch out for the Westfield High
School golf team this season! Last
year the Blue Devils finished with a
perfect, 18-0, season and aced the
Union County, Watchung Conference
and District 4 Championships. In
addition, their two-top golfers return
to terrorize the local courses.

Senior Ronnie Kashlak was as-
tounding last year as he led all the
Blue Devil golfers with a 39.1 aver-
age. Perhaps his best outing came at
Echo Lake Country Club in West-
field when he fired a two-under par
performance against then previously
undefeated, 12-0, South Plainfield.
Kashlak appears to be right on track
this year as he recently shot a nine-
hole 33.

Sophomore Brent Bramnick turned
all heads when he had one startling
performance after another, then
placed second in the Union County
Tournament, winning a sudden-death
playoff with Kashlak. Bramnick had
the Blue Devils� second-best average
at 41.2.

One huge loss came in the retire-
ment Head Coach Joe Soviero who
guided the Blue Devils for 14 years.
Soviero amassed an incredible 196-
23-1 record and collected four unde-
feated seasons. In 1993, the Blue
Devil golfers won the New Jersey
State Championship.

One huge gain, however, has been
the acquirement of John Turnbull,
the Blue Devils� new Head Coach.
Having been the golf pro at Scotch
Hills Golf Course for 18 years,

Turnbull is indeed a master of the
game. Turnbull has also coached the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
golf team from 1987-1992.

�Every kid is unique. I have all the
kids working on something differ-
ent. Some of our more experienced
golfers are presently at Echo Lake
while some, I give individual in-
struction here,� said Turnbull at
Scotch Hills Golf Course at the time
of the interview on March 31.

MAJOCHA FANS 7, JOHNSON TWO

Blue Devil Nine Pummel
Shabazz Bulldogs, 13-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Randy Majocha struck out seven
batters in four innings and Jeff
Johnson struck out two in the final
inning as the Westfield High School
baseball team took the bark out of the
Shabazz Bulldogs, 13-1, in the first
game of a doubleheader in Westfield
on April 3.

The Bulldogs scored their only run
in the first inning when Malic Sinco
walked, stole second and scored on a
single from Almota Raimo.

In the bottom of the second, the
crunch began as the Blue Devils
pounded out eight runs. Brandon
Doerr reached on an error, Jason
Merritt ripped an RBI single. Giacone
reached on an error, then Majocha
bopped an RBI single. Will Hannis
singled, Luke Mistretta drilled an
RBI double, McCormack unleashed
a two-RBI triple, then Turner

launched a two-run home run over
the 342-foot sign in left-center.

Two more runs were added in the
bottom of the third. After Majocha
reached first safely, courtesy runner
Jeff Bendix replaced him and imme-
diately stole second, then stole third
on another pitch in the dirt. Hannis
walked, then stole second, putting
runners in scoring position for
Mistretta who then yanked a two-
RBI single to right-center.

Turner led off the bottom of the
fourth with a chopping double over
second. Brian Flynn went with the
pitch and poked an RBI single to
center. Doerr stepped up and ripped a
single to center as Flynn flew to third.
Flynn scored on a passed ball as Doerr
rounded second and slid safely into
third. Merritt lofted a sacrifice fly to
center to bring home Doerr.

Johnson came in to relieve Majocha

HASSAN, SCHLEGEL LEAD CHARGE

Raider Netmen Bring
Experience to Court

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A more experienced Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys tennis
team will take to the courts this sea-
son. Last year, the Raiders had a slow
start with their youthful team but
finished strong with a 13-7 season
and placed sixth in the Union County
Tournament.

Although, they will miss the excel-
lent skills of first singles player Mike
Bostwick who completed his senior
season with a 20-3 record, the Raid-
ers have had several prospects who
vied for the singles positions.

Senior Co-Captain Dave Hassan
played second singles last year and
finished with a 7-11 record. Junior
Co-Captain Chris Schlegel and
sophomore John Corbin teamed at
first doubles last year and placed
sixth in the Union County Tourna-
ment. Schlegel finished at 12-8 and
Corbin finished at 12-7. Schlegel
recently beat out Hassan for the first
singles spot and Corbin edged junior
Paul Swedlund the third singles spot.

Junior Shawn Lafkowitz and
Swedlund paired well at second
doubles last year. Lafkowitz and
Swedlund, who placed fourth in the
county tournament, were effective
last year with respective records of
14-6 and 14-7. Swedlund will be
pairing with senior John Garozzo for
the first doubles spot and Lafkowitz
will pair with either sophomores
Robbie Bugg or Dave Sigmon at sec-
ond doubles.

Other players with varsity experi-
ence are freshmen Doug Gillie, Amit
Shoor and John Cameron who com-
peted occasionally at second doubles.
Gillie finished with a 2-2 record,
Shoor was 2-0 and Cameron was 3-0.

Raider Head Coach Dave
Blackman, in his 13th year, has
amassed a remarkable 216-51 record

and has been in the process of evalu-
ating his team.

�I feel that we should be better than
our 13-7 record from last year,� said
Blackman. �The kids who are play-
ing are the same from last year. We
are always going to have those solid
doubles players. The key will be how
the singles react.�

Blackman can expect stiff compe-
tition from the usual rivals of West-
field and Cranford for both the
Watchung Conference and Union
County titles.

�Westfield is not as strong as they
have been in their glory years, but it�s
still Westfield,� pointed out
Blackman. �Either Jeff Diamond or
Sam Fleder may be their No. 1 player

SAM FLEDER WINS THE FIRST SINGLES POSITION

Blue Devils Netmen Appear
Stronger, Have More Depth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Sam Fleder and senior Jeff
Diamond look to head the Union
County Champion Westfield High
School boys tennis team at first and
second singles, respectively. Last year
the Blue Devils eked past Summit,
68-66, for the Union County Tourna-

ment (UCT) title in a rain-delayed
tournament.

The Blue Devils had no top-seeded
players in the county tournament last
year, but Diamond and Fleder, both
seeded second at second and third
singles, respectively, rose to the chal-
lenge and seized first places.

Diamond breezed to the UCT title

match, then crushed Chris Saladores
of Elizabeth, 6-3, 6-2. Fleder de-
throned top-seeded Miles Moriarty
of Summit, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, for the title.

Blue Devils Peter Lau and Josh
Warren also played well in the UCT,
placing fourth at first doubles. Lau
has since graduated and Warren will
be in the thick of a swarm for the
doubles positions.

Fleder won the first singles posi-
tion from Diamond earlier this sea-
son in a very competitive match so
the Blue Devils plan to be very strong
at both first and second singles.

�Sam beat Jeff in the third set, 7-
5, a few days ago, so Sam will be at
first singles,� pointed out Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner. �I gen-
erally do not allow another chal-
lenge for the position later in the
season, because once we establish
our team, I generally leave them
alone unless there is a reason based
on their playing.�

Kapner added, �Once we have our
team set, I want our focus to be on the
opponent not on each other. This is a
high school team in an educational
situation and that is what I am look-
ing to create.�

Sophomore Peter Yu, who won the
third singles position, has been a
huge and pleasant surprise. Yu�s
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER BOYS TENNIS CO-CAPTAINS�Senior Dave Hassan, left, and
junior Chris Schlegel have been selected as the Raider Co-Captains. The
Raiders expect to improve upon their 13-7 record from last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PART OF THE SINGLES CREW� Sophomore Peter Yu at third singles, left,
and junior Sam Fleder at first singles make up the Blue Devils� singles crew
along with second singles player Jeff Diamond, not in picture.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

PRACTICE�Blue Devil Josh Rogers
practices on his short game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING WITH THE PITCH�Blue Devil Brian Flynn goes with the pitch and slaps a single to left-center during the first
game of a doubleheader with Shabazz.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A MIGHTY SWING�Blue Devil senior Sue Phillips takes a mighty swing at the ball during the opening game
with the Raiders. The Westfield High School girls defeated the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls, 9-7.
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Special Engagement
Wed, Apr. 21 & Thur, Apr. 22
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