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Westfield Downtown Corporation
Has Big Agenda to Enhance District

The Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), the management entity for
the special improvement district (SID) revitalization effort, is dedicated to
promoting downtown Westfield as a preferred commercial destination serving
the needs of local residents and attracting new shoppers and visitors from
throughout the region.

“The DWC is committed to strengthening the downtown special improvement
district as the center of community life,” said WDC Executive Director Michael La
Place.

This includes improving the district’s economic viability by supporting existing
businesses and encouraging the establishment of new enterprises to complement
existing stores and services. The focus of the DWC is to make Downtown Westfield
a safer, cleaner and more attractive pedestrian environment, with adequate public
parking and to preserve the downtown’s rich architectural legacy.

The 1998 DWC program follows the previous year’s successful format, with
activities in the areas of urban design, economic development and promotions. The
corporation has contracted with the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce to
supervise and implement a year-long schedule of events and to coordinate advertising
initiatives.

A major design and economic development project this year will be the downtown
improvement plan, a blueprint for the physical enhancement and upgrade of the
improvement district, explained Mr. La Place.

The plan will be a long-term action plan setting forth streetscape design guidelines,
which will include new ornamental lighting, attractive benches, bike racks and trash
receptacles. Parking recommendations and highlighting potential development op-
portunities in the downtown area will also be part of the plan.

“The DWC is looking forward to continued success in 1998,” said Mr. La Place.
He is available in the corporation’s office at 125 Elm Street, Suite No. 1, or at (908)

789-9444, for persons seeking information or who would like to share their ideas and
suggestions on improving downtown Westfield.

‘First Night Westfield’ Offers Fun
For Families on New Year’s Eve

“First Night Westfield” is a community celebration of the arts, held on New Year’s
Eve for people of all ages. It is spearheaded by the Westfield “Y,” and is funded by
local businesses and individuals, including The Westfield Foundation.

The program, begun in 1996, offers an alternative to the traditional celebration of
alcohol, noisemakers and hangovers. Last year, 5,000 people rang the New Year with
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra, ballroom dancing, the Westfield “Y” Aquaducks,
theatrical performances and a wide selection of entertainment ranging from magi-
cians to comedy acts, to bluegrass music. Many of the entertainers are local artists.

This affordable event emphasizes community participation for families of all ages
with special attention given to children, teens and senior citizens. The planning
committee recruits and hires age-specific entertainment that is family friendly.

To attend this event, participants purchase a $10 “First Night Westfield” button
and wear it as an admission ticket. After attending an opening event at 6 p.m.,
participants begin their schedule of entertainment.

Attendees are encouraged to map out their evening with first and second choices
of over 50 performances. Held in 26 different venues, at 14 different sites, indoor
events begin at 7 p.m. and continue until midnight. Most performances are scheduled
for 45 minutes each. Participants many choose to attend three or four complete
performances; or for greater variety, they may attend partial performances. All
events are held inside so the weather is not an issue. Each site has parking so
participants can walk or drive to each site. A finale, including a traditional
countdown to January 1, is held at midnight.

Activities for “First Night Westfield” are held in three clusters of buildings
surrounding the center of town. Participants many choose to stay in one venue or
cluster, or travel back and forth between the clusters. The sites used in 1997 included
Roosevelt Intermediate School, Redeemer Lutheran School, the Westfield “Y,” The
First United Methodist Church, The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, The Congre-
gational Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, The First Church of Christ Scientist,
the Westfield Municipal Building, Holy Trinity Interparochial School, Westfield
High School and the Westfield National Guard Armory.

For information, to sponsor, or to volunteer, please call Julia Black at the Westfield
“Y,” at (908) 233-2700, Extension No. 247.
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