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Congressman Franks Fulfills
Ill Child�s Disney World Wish

Congressman Bob Franks earlier
this week presented the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of New Jersey with
two plane tickets that will be used to
fulfill the dream of a seriously ill
child from Union County who wants
to visit Disney World.

For the past three years, Congress-
man Franks has been donating his
Congressional frequent flier miles
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

He announced that the miles he
has accumulated during his official
government travel were sufficient
to send one child and a parent to
Disney World.

Congressman Franks said, �I can
think of no more worthwhile pur-
pose for these frequent flier miles
than to make a dream come true for
one courageous child who is bat-
tling a life-threatening illness.�

He explained that in 1995 in re-
sponse to the growing public con-
cern about the way Washington con-
ducts official business, he decided
to initiate a number of reforms in his
own Congressional office. One of
the changes involved the use of fre-
quent flier miles.

Under the rules of the House,
members of Congress are allowed
to use the frequent flier miles for
their personal use. In May of 1995,

Congressman Franks stopped ac-
cepting frequent flier miles and in-
stead set them aside in a special
account for the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation.

�It�s heartwarming to know that
my travel to our nation�s capitol will
help deliver a truly magical experi-
ence to a child. I encourage anyone
who travels on business � whether
it�s for the government or private
industry � to contribute their fre-
quent flier miles to Make-A-Wish.
Together, we make even more wishes
come true for some very special chil-
dren,� Congressman Franks said.

Make-A-Wish is the largest wish-
granting organization in the world.
The New Jersey Chapter, which is
headquartered in Union, has granted
more than 1,900 wishes to seriously
ill children over the past 15 years.

Mr. Franks of Berkeley Heights is
seeking a fourth term to Congress in
the Seventh District which includes
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside.

Mr. Cusimano Announces
Campaign Team Members

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF�Republican candidate Tom Cusimano, far right,
who is running for Westfield Town Council from the Fourth Ward, outlines his
campaign with, pictured from left, Publicity Manager Dan Biglin, Treasurer
John Caravello and Campaign Manager Loren Weinstein.

WESTFIELD � Tom Cusimano,
who is running for Town Council
from the Fourth Ward on the Repub-
lican ticket this year, has announced
the appointment of his campaign team.

Loren Weinstein of Knollwood Ter-
race will act as Campaign Manager.
John Caravello of Shackamaxon
Drive has been named as Treasurer,
and Dan Biglin of Shadowlawn Drive
will serve as Publicity Manager.

Mr. Cusimano is a 1973 graduate
of the United States Military Acad-
emy at West Point, with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Engineering. He
received his Master in Business Ad-
ministration Degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas at San Antonio in
1980.

The candidate is employed as a
Senior Representative specializing

in hazardous and non-hazardous en-
vironmental services for the Handex
Corporation.

He spent seven years on active duty
in the United States Army, and is
currently a Lieutenant Colonel in the
United States Army Reserves.

Mr. Cusimano has been active in
many town organizations, including
the Recreation Board, Westfield High
School Boosters Association, and
various youth sports organizations.
He is also active in St. Helen�s parish
in Westfield.

The candidate and his wife, Debbie,
are 15-year residents of the Fourth
Ward. They have three children, in-
cluding Meghan, who is attending
college, and Stephen and Jacquelyn,
both of whom attend Westfield High
School.

Noreen Lund Names Staff
For Third Ward Campaign

KICKING OFF CAMPAIGN...Westfield Republican Third Ward Town Coun-
cil candidate Noreen Lund, center, is joined by her Campaign Manager, Laura
Ciarrocca, left, and Treasurer, Bettylou Yevich.

WESTFIELD - Noreen Lund has
kicked off her campaign with the ap-
pointment of her Campaign Manager
and Treasurer for her 1998 bid on the
Republican ticket for the Third Ward
Council seat in Westfield.

Laura Ciarrocca will serve as Cam-
paign Manager for Mrs. Lund and
Bettylou Yevich has been named Trea-
surer of the campaign.

Mrs. Ciarrocca, a lifelong resident
of Westfield and a 15-year resident of
the Third Ward, recently completed a
two-year term as Co-President of
McKinley Elementary School Parent-
Teacher Organization, served on the
Westfield Board of Education Princi-
pal Search Committee and, was a vol-
unteer at Friends of Mindowaskin�s
�Party in the Park.�

Since 1990, Mrs. Ciarrocca has
worked as Director of Patient Services
at Ciarrocca Chiropractic Center with
her husband.

Bettylou Yevich, a Westfield resi-
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Norman Greco Calls for Deck
As Solution to Parking Woes

property,� the candidate continued.
A local construction firm has indi-

cated that it is prepared to fund construc-
tion, operate and manage this parking
facility on behalf of the town, according
to Mr. Greco, adding that the final choice
of the construction company will be made
on an open bid basis.

�If elected, all decisions will be made
based on a business-like approach with
no political or personal ties involved.
Westfield and its residents should al-
ways be the ultimate winners.

�The Town of Westfield will not
only benefit from the additional park-
ing spaces, but will share in the profit-
ability of this facility. I believe they
call this a �win-win� situation.

�This crucial issue should be resolved
by the residents of the town. We cannot
continue to talk about the same topics
year in and year out. A referendum will
solve this issue, once and for all.

�I recommend the creation of a Park-
ing Authority reporting directly to the
Mayor,� Mr. Greco explained.

�This Parking Authority will have full
responsibility for establishing policy and
implementing all parking functions,� he
stated.

Under Mr. Greco�s proposal, the
Parking Committee would consist of
the Town Administrator, Town Engi-
neer, Chief of Police, Chairman of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation (the
board which operates the downtown
special improvement district), a mem-
ber of the Town Council, and two West-

field residents.
�Centralizing our parking issues will

allow us to better focus on our problems
and more efficiently implement solu-
tions.

�This is a prime example of a business-
like, common sense approach to town
government that typifies the streamlining
of town services,� the candidate concluded
in his weekly campaign statement.

Campaign Forum �98
Republican Candidates Prepare
To Visit Area Homes and Voters

FANWOOD � As they prepare for
the beginning of the 1998 campaign,
David Trumpp and Will Coronato, Re-
publican candidates for Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, said they planned to call
on all homes in the Borough.

�We think it�s important to hear what
the residents of our town want,� said
Mr. Trumpp.

�It�s obvious Mayor Connelly
isn�t in touch with the residents. I
love Fanwood, and it�s sad that our
community is divided over the rec-
reational grant program, a program
the Mayor insists on calling the

EXAMINING THE NEW PARK SITE�David Trumpp, left, and Will Coronato,
Republican candidates for Fanwood Borough Council, examine the site of the
proposed Pocket Park.

� Wa t s o n  R o a d  P o c k e t  P a r k
Project,�� he said.

Mr. Coronato said if more consider-
ation had been given to the wishes of
Fanwood residents the Democratic con-
trolled council would have learned that
few favored a �passive park.�

�Fanwoodians who have talked to
me tell me they want an active park, not
a passive park,� he said. �I favor more
recreational activities for young people
and senior citizens alike.�

�By walking the entire town, we hope
to learn the priorities of Fanwood resi-
dents,� Mr. Coronato said.

dent for 13 years, has served as PTO
President at Jefferson Elementary and
Edison Intermediate Schools as well as
President of the Westfield Parent-
Teacher Council.

Currently, she is Treasurer of the West-
field High School PTO, member of the
Westfield Service League, and Emer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT) with
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.

�I�m happy that these two energetic
community leaders are part of my team,�
Mrs. Lund remarked.

Anyone interested in helping Mrs.
Lund�s campaign can contact Laura
Ciarrocca at (908) 654-7137. Those
wishing to make a contribution to her
campaign can do so by making a check
payable to: Friends of Noreen Lund for
Westfield Town Council, c/o Bettylou
Yevich, Treasurer, 7 Tudor Oval, West-
field, NJ 07090.

Third Ward residents are invited to
call the candidate with questions or
concerns at (908) 654-6077.

Mr. Stoner Honored by ACS
For Research Funding Efforts

Scotch Plains Democrats
Call for Open Space Plan

SCOTCH PLAINS � Franklin P.
Donatelli, Tarquin Jay Bromley and Geri
Morgan Samuel, the Democratic candi-
dates for Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil, recently announced their support �for
a master plan to preserve open space in
Scotch Plains.�

Mr. Donatelli stated, �As a lifelong
Scotch Plains resident, I have seen our
precious open spaces fall to the wayside
at a seemingly ever-increasing pace.

�There is a clear need for leadership
on the council to put in place a plan for
the preservation of open spaces,� he
continued. �There is no such plan at
present. Our quality of life is at stake, as
well as one of the greatest assets of
Scotch Plains � its residential charac-
ter.�

Mr. Bromley, emphasized, �The pub-
licity and controversy that surrounds
council�s attempts to condemn the old

Terry Lou/Scotch Plains Zoo property is
a clear example of the council taking
action long after the horse is out of the
barn.

�Just months ago, had the council acted,
this 6.5-acre tract could have been ac-
quired for somewhat more than $300,000.
Council is amidst condemning for about
$600,000 from the newest property
owner, who reportedly paid in the range
of $850,000 for the land,� he concluded.

Ms. Samuel stated, �The council�s
after-the-fact attempt to condemn the old
zoo property demonstrates clearly that a
plan for preservation of open spaces needs
to be in place, but is not.

�Recently, a nearly 10-acre tract on
the southside off Rahway Road, known
as �Hidden Acres,� was approved for
development. There is an attempt to build
116 town houses on a 7.7-acre northside
parcel along New Providence Road be-
hind the McDonald�s restaurant,� she
said.

�Had a plan been in place, each of
these tracts could have been considered
early on for possible preservation,� she
noted.

Explaining their own plan, the candi-
dates said that �a citizens committee
needs to be appointed by the council�
which would �be charged with the re-
sponsibility to identify remaining open
spaces within the community.�

The plan also calls for public hearings
to be held in order �to help determine the
priority order in which the spaces should
be considered for preservation.�

�A funding plan needs to be put in
place including the identification of grants
and other fund sources that would help
minimize any tax impact,� the candi-
dates stated.

�An evaluation would need to be made
for the use of the property once it was
acquired and the cost of maintaining the
property,� they added.

�The township council, with citizen
input, needs to be proactive when it
comes to preservation of open spaces, not
reactionary after lands have slipped by
nearly irreplaceably,� the candidates said.

�Clearly the taxpayers of Scotch Plains
cannot afford to acquire every piece of
remaining open space,� continued the
Democrats. �That�s all the more reason
to have a plan in place�so that we don�t
end up in a situation as with the old zoo
property.�

�As critical as it is to preserve open
space, there are soaring land costs with
the zoo property, no specific plan in place
as to what to do with the property once it
is acquired, and no information as to how
much it will cost to maintain,� said Mr.
Donatelli, Mr. Bromley and Ms. Samuel.

�Our open space plan would be a
desirable first step to avoid such errors,�
they concluded. �It�s a matter of respon-
sibility and accountability.�

PRESERVING AND RESERVING SPACE�Democratic candidates for the
Scotch Plains Township Council, pictured left to right, Franklin P. Donatelli,
Tarquin Jay Bromley and Geri Morgan Samuel, inspect the old Terry Lou/
Scotch Plains Zoo site, which the all-Republican council is attempting to
purchase. The trio has stated that an open space preservation plan could have
avoided delays and increased costs involved in acquisition of the site.

Councilman Gruba Launches
Campaign for Reelection

WESTFIELD � Westfield Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba re-
cently announced his candidacy for re-
election, and vowed to keep property
taxes as low as possible while main-
taining services important to all
Westfielders.

Mr. Gruba noted, �Considerable
work has been done by our Public Works
Department to improve our roads in the
past two years. During last year�s bud-
get process, the council laid the ground-
work for major road improvements to
be completed over the next five to seven
years.�

He added, �As Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, I believe this will be
accomplished without increasing the
tax burden on our citizens.�

Mr. Gruba continued, �It is impor-
tant to continue the momentum which
has been so successfully developed in

downtown Westfield.
�For years, constituents asked me

what was going to be done to improve
our central business district,� he stated.
�With the groundwork begun several
years ago with my full support on the
Town Council, the Special Improve-
ment District and the Downtown West-
field Corporation became realities and
are providing the impetus for the attrac-
tive new stores which are continuing to
open in our town center.

�The major current challenge in the
downtown area is the improvement of
our parking facilities,� Mr. Gruba main-
tained.

He promised that, if reelected, he will
�support plans now underway which
address this need. I look forward to
meeting people during this campaign
and discussing these matters and their
concerns.�

WESTFIELD � Westfield Town
Council candidate Joe Stoner was pre-
sented with a special award by the
American Chemical Society (ACS)
during a reception at the 216th Na-
tional Meeting of the ACS in Boston on
August 24.

Mr. Stoner was given the 1998
Director�s Award for Advancing ACS
Public Policy in Research and Devel-
opment Funding for having arranged
an appearance by Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen, representing the state�s
11th District, before a local section of
the ACS in March.

These discussions with the ACS led
to further congressional meetings with
the National Institutes of Health and an
increase in funding requests before the
House Appropriations Committee.

The requests were granted and in-
creased research funding was approved
by the House of Representatives through
legislation passed later in the spring.
Mr. Stoner�s efforts were considered
instrumental in gaining increased fund-
ing for basic scientific research.

The candidate has been an active
member of the ACS for 27 years, serving
as Chairman of the North Jersey Section,
the largest local section of the organiza-
tion. ACS is the largest professional
society of scientists in the United States.

Mr. Stoner holds a degree in chemi-
cal engineering from the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, and has held vari-
ous positions in the chemical and phar-
maceutical industries.

He is currently a sales engineer with
Shimadzu Corporation, which makes
analytical instruments for the pharma-
ceutical industry.

The candidate was also recognized
in April for his community service ac-
tivities when he was presented with a
Certificate of Special Congressional
Recognition by Congressman Bob
Franks for his work on the Board of
Directors of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA.

Mr. Stoner, a Democrat, is seeking
election to the Town Council from the
Second Ward. The general election will
be held on Tuesday, November 3.


