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GOP Freeholder Candidates
Question Hiring Practices

Republican candidates for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Juan Fernandez, Andrew MacDonald
and George Gore have stated they in-
tend to make what they described as
�the unchecked growth of county gov-
ernment� under the Democrats a major
campaign issue.

�In the past two years, the Democrat-
controlled Freeholder board undid ev-
ery effort by the previous Republican
majority to downsize county govern-
ment,� Mr. Fernandez said.

�While local, state and even the fed-
eral government are cutting the cost of
government by eliminating and/or con-
solidating government jobs, the Demo-
crats have increased the administration
of the county for no apparent reason,�
he added.

Mr. Fernandez stated that his Demo-
cratic opponent, Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan, is going to have to
address this issue. �Mr. Sullivan owes
the people of this county some answers,�
he remarked.

Mr. MacDonald pointed out that the
Democrat-appointed county manager
has added several assistants and posi-
tions to the payroll. �When the Repub-
licans were in control of county govern-
ment, they eliminated several unneces-
sary positions and departments to cut

costs and reduce taxes,� he maintained.
�In less than two years, the Demo-

crats not only brought back those posi-
tions and departments, they created new
ones.� he stated.

Mr. Gore agreed that the increase in
the county payroll is wasteful, but he
also expressed concern about the
county�s hiring practices. �During this
campaign, we will make an issue of the
nepotism and political patronage that
runs rampant in the handing out of
county jobs,� Mr. Gore said.

Mr. MacDonald charged that the
Democrats are using the surplus of funds
resulting from former Republican poli-
cies to pay for the increase in county
payroll.

�The problem is, one day that surplus
will be gone, the jobs will still be there,
and taxes will rise,� he said. �Then,
once again, the voters will put the Re-
publicans back in power to clean up the
Democrats� mess.�

�We must make it clear to the people
of Union County that there is some-
thing inherently wrong with the Demo-
crats increasing the size of county gov-
ernment when the trend everywhere
else is decreasing the size of govern-
ment,� Mr. Gore stated.

�Sooner or later, either we or our
children and grandchildren will have
to pay for the wasteful spending of
Democrat excesses,� he concluded.

The three Republican Freeholder can-
didates have called for a freeze on hir-
ing and job creations in county govern-
ment until January 1, 1999.

Mrs. Vernick�s Initiative Gives
Cell Phones to Mail Carriers

League Slates Oct. Debates;
Westfield and Scotch Plains
The Westfield Area League of

Women Voters has invited all candi-
dates for Mayor and Council of the
Town of Westfield to participate in a
Candidates� Forum on Thursday, Oc-
tober 22, at 8 p.m. in the Municipal
Building Council Chamber in West-
field. Citizens of Westfield will be
given an opportunity to ask candi-
dates questions.

The league is also scheduling a
forum for Township Council candi-
dates in Scotch Plains on Wednes-
day, October 14, at 8 p.m. in the
township Municipal Building.

The Westfield Area League also

encompasses Fanwood and
Mountainside. However, even
though there will be contested elec-
tions this November in both those
boroughs, one political party in each
borough declined to participate. The
league�s non-partisan policy re-
quires all opposing parties to be
represented in order to hold a de-
bate.

For more information, please call
(908) 232-4853.

Membership is open to anyone of
voting age. Call 654-8628, or E-mail
at lwv@westfieldnj.com for program
and membership information.

NEIGHBORHOOD PROTECTION�The Westfield Post Office will join forces
with local police in crime prevention through an expansion of the Neighborhood
Watch Program whereby letter carriers will be equipped with cellular tele-
phones to alert authorities of any suspicious activity along their routes. Pictured,
left to right, are: National Association of Letter Carriers Union President
Thomas Murphy, Westfield Postmaster Kenneth Brown, Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, Westfield Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti, and Customer Service
Manager Dennis Maher.

Mountainside GOP
To Discuss Local,

County Campaigns

The Mountainside Republican
Club will meet on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, at 8 p.m. in the Borough
Hall on Route 22 at New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

The agenda will include discus-
sion of criteria for the Republican of
the Year Award; an update on the
Dinner-Dance honoring State Sena-
tor Donald t. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains for his unprecedented fourth
election as President of the New Jer-
sey State Senate; a report on the local
campaign of Council candidates
Werner Schon and Glenn Mortimer;
and brief remarks by Freeholder can-
didates, Andrew MacDonald of
Fanwood, Juan C. Fernandez and
George Gore. The Union County
Republican candidate for Sheriff,
Esther Guzman-Malcolm, will also
address the club.

Jack Graziano, President of the
Republican Club, is serving as the
local coordinator for the Freeholder
candidates.

Anyone interested in joining the
club should contact the Membership
Chairman Glenn Mortimer at (908)
232-1107.
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WESTFIELD � The Neighborhood
Watch Program, a community rela-
tions program to promote interaction
between Westfield residents and po-
lice personnel, is taking on a new
dimension, according to First Ward
Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick.

�What better way to expand the
Neighborhood Watch Program than
outfit the Westfield Mail Carriers with
�911� cell phones?,� stated Mrs.
Vernick.

Under this pilot program, known as
the �Mail Carriers Emergency Assis-
tance Program,� local letter carriers
will be given donated cellular tele-
phones for the purpose of reporting any
suspicious activity observed while de-
livering mail on their routes.

�This expansion of the Neighbor-
hood Watch Program is under the aus-
pices of the police department and is
endorsed by Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti,� advised Mrs. Vernick.

Chief Scutti said, �Over the years,
United States Postal Mail Carriers have
been instrumental in assisting the po-
lice, by sharing information and knowl-
edge of residents and activities in their
delivery areas.�

He added, �The cell phones will offer
immediate access to the police depart-
ment, which allows for a quicker re-
sponse time to (investigate) suspicious
persons and activities.�

�This will bring a whole new dimen-
sion to law enforcement,� Mrs. Vernick
remarked. �Early detection is a key
ingredient to solving and preventing
crimes.�

Councilwoman Vernick, who is the
Republican Mayoral candidate and
Chairwoman of Public Safety, said the
program will be operated at no cost to
taxpayers.

�Cell phones with battery chargers

can be donated to the program,� she
said, adding that the Westfield branch
of the United States Postal Service
employs 63 mail carriers.

�Partnering our letter carriers with
our police department makes a lot of
sense,� said Westfield Postmaster Ken-
neth Brown.

�Our carriers are out there serving
the community every day and know the
area. They can provide the quick distri-
bution of vital information to our po-
lice. We are proud to deliver this valued
service to our community,� he added.

Thomas Murphy, Union President of
the Westfield branch of the National
Association of Letter Carriers, an-
nounced that the letter carriers also
support the initiative launched by Coun-
cilwoman Vernick.
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Norman Greco Calls for Deck
As Solution to Parking Woes
WESTFIELD - Since 1948, park-

ing in downtown Westfield has been
a controversial issue.

At least six studies have occurred
since 1987 defining our downtown
parking problems. These studies rec-
ommended the construction of a
�parking deck,� said Norman N.
Greco.

The candidate revealed that cus-
tomer attitude surveys conducted
through the summer of 1994 reflected
that 60 percent of the respondents
were dissatisfied with the downtown
parking situation and 76 percent had
difficulty finding parking.

�Our parking frustrations will only

grow in the years to come if we do not
address this issue today.

�There is a delicate balance be-
tween preserving the �colonial-feel�
of Westfield and perpetuating a suc-
cessful downtown community,� Mr.
Greco noted, adding that home valu-
ations are directly related to the suc-
cess of our downtown business dis-
trict.

The candidate explained that past
surveys have shown us that as high
as 38 percent of respondents indicate
that the parking problem is a detri-
ment to shopping.

�The parking situation is not only
frustrating, but adds to our congested,
and traffic laden streets. Traffic safety
issues are also heightened as a result.
A multi-faceted approach is neces-
sary to solving these problems.

�Whichever decision is made re-
garding the parking deck and other
related issues will have a lasting
impact on Westfield,� Mr. Greco
noted.

�I am proposing a town referen-
dum for the construction of a three-
level, colonial-style parking deck
allowing the residents to make this
all important decision.

�Our parking deck should be con-
structed on parking lot no. 9 at the
corner of North and Central Avenues.
I have chosen this location because
of its accessibility to town, its non-
impact to home owners, and the fact
that the town currently owns this

BEST PLACE FOR A DECK...Independent Westfield Mayoral candidate
Norman N. Greco has said, if approved by voters through a referendum, the best
location for a parking deck would be at parking lot no. 9 at North and Central
Avenues near the former Wyckoff�s restaurant.

Campaign Forum �98

Democratic Club Plans
Family Picnic Sunday

At Tamaques Park
WESTFIELD � The Westfield

Democratic Club will hold its an-
nual Family Picnic at Tamaques
Park this Sunday, September 13,
from noon to 4 p.m.

Admission is $5 per adult and
$2 for children under 12 years old.
For more information, please call
(908) 654-1271.

The rain date will be the follow-
ing Sunday, September 20, at the
same time and location.


