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SP-F BOE President Says Board
Has Been Fiscally Responsible

Squad�s Open House Was Perfect
Example of Citizens Giving Input

Former Waitress Expresses Thanks
To Area Residents and Customers

As President of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, I must
correct the latest example of the use of
half-truths coming from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA)
Action Committee.

Their September 3 letter-to-the-editor
criticizes the Board of Education for op-
posing the SPFEA�s position on a 1996
grievance. Let me assure the public that
it is not true as asserted that �the board
attempts to take advantage of employees
and then spends thousands of dollars in
attorney fees...needlessly.�

First, the board was not taking advan-
tage of secretaries by expecting them to
work a full day in the Office of Pupil
Services on a day when the opening of
schools was delayed. On that day, it was
unsafe for children to walk to school
because heavy snow, unshoveled on some
sidewalks, would have caused children
to walk in the streets during the morning
rush hour.

However, the board believes it was
within its rights to expect secretaries to
drive to work. We therefore directed the
board attorney to challenge an arbitrator�s
ruling which we thought to be in error.

Second, it is not true that thousands of
dollars in attorney fees were spent on this
case. For many years the board has been
fiscally responsible in paying our attor-
ney a fixed annual salary which does not
increase no matter how many hours he
spends representing the board.

The SPFEA should know about this
part of our budget which actually saves
our district thousands of dollars com-
pared to paying an hourly rate.

It is ironic that the SPFEA action
Committee questions the board�s fiscal
responsibility at the exact time when the
board is demonstrating fiscal responsi-
bility by refusing to agree to the SPFEA�s
salary demands.

August Ruggiero
Scotch Plains

After 23 years of waitressing at local
restaurants in Westfield and surrounding
areas, I would like to take a minute to
thank the many, many wonderful cus-
tomers who became my friends and sup-
porters over the years.

The impact that many of you have had
on me personally, and on my family,
cannot be put into words.

Raising five children on a waitress�s
salary was certainly a challenge, but you
all made it seem so much easier for me by
being there and being my friend.

After over a year of listening to my kids
nagging me to concentrate on building up
my business, I finally paid attention, and
what a wonderful feeling of freedom it is.

I promised I would be totally out of
waitressing by September, and I was able

to keep to that timeline.
Besides booking more business than I

ever have had before, the best thing is I
am now able to sit and have breakfast
and lunch with many of my former cus-
tomer-friends. You don�t know how much
that means to me.

Again, from the bottom of my heart,
thank you all very much for being there
for me for so many years, traveling from
one location to another with me.

I�ll never forget your loyalty. To you,
what was a daily smile and a pleasant
inquiry about my life, to me was my
lifeline, my support, my career. Each and
every one of you will always have a
special place in my heart.

Linda Carter
Winfield Park

In spite of a severe rainstorm, I joined
about 20 other citizens at the open-house
meeting of the Mountainside Volunteer
Rescue Squad on September 2.

It was a most informative session, and
all Mountainside residents and taxpay-
ers should be pleased to have such dedi-
cated people on the Rescue Squad who
freely give up their time to serve the
community in such an unselfish way.

The audience learned how the Rescue
Squad functions, what is involved in be-
coming a trained, certified member, and
many other things that can be done to help.

Members of the audience made some
suggestions as to how to publicize
Mountainside�s needs and recruit vitally
needed volunteers that the squad officers
appreciated.

The meeting was a perfect example of
how citizens can offer helpful sugges-
tions in an open forum to benefit the
entire community.

It is a pity that the borough�s govern-
ing body didn�t see fit to invite taxpaying
Mountainside residents to participate in
an open discussion of the volunteer prob-
lem back in July, when it first became
apparent.

The Mayor and Borough Council could
have had the benefit of citizen under-

standing and input then, rather than after
they sprang a severe �crisis� situation on
us late in August, when the first informa-
tion was sent to the public.

Louis J. Thomas, President
Mountainside Democratic Club

DODGERS
In 1958, the Brooklyn Dodgers

baseball team moved to California to
become the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Take a trolley ride with us as we
explain the origin of this bi-coastal
nickname.

In the late 19th century, before the
advent of the subway transit system,
the primary mode of mass transpor-
tation in Brooklyn was the horse-
drawn trolley. These conveyances
presented a traffic hazard to Brook-
lyn pedestrians, who became known
as �trolley dodgers.� The dodger nick-
name was eventually incorporated
into the name of the borough�s base-
ball club which was, and still is,
known as the Dodgers.

The word dodger is no longer used
to describe Brooklynites, or for that
matter, Angelenos, neither of whom
do much walking. The Dodgers nick-
name, however, will undoubtedly be
associated with the team regardless
of its future location.

Despite Extensive Damage, Tornadoes
Could Have Wreaked Far More Havoc

Our local communities, despite sustaining a wide-
spread loss of electrical power and tree limbs, es-
caped this past Monday�s severe thunderstorm and
tornadoes with no reported injuries or loss of life.
Public Works crews in our towns have been clearing
streets of tree limbs, while the Public Service Electric
and Gas (PSE&G) company has almost 100 crews
out restoring electricity. Schools were closed in
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood due to downed
lines and a loss of power in some schools.

It is important at times like these that we all try to
keep our cool, and to realize that, because of the
magnitude of a storm like this, it may take some time
before things return to normal. Getting electricity
restored, of course, has been the priority. The sound
of cutting wood will be heard for a while, given the
number of trees downed in the area.

It has been over a decade since a storm like this has
been seen in this area. Westfield and Mountainside
got the brunt of the furious weather. Monday�s
storm, which included reports of tornadoes in
Plainfield and Rahway plus three more in New York,
showed the importance of having an effective emer-
gency management plan in place. For instance, Union
County Public Works trucks were spotted in West-
field just 30 minutes after the storm.

Local emergency personnel and county officials
were out Tuesday surveying damage and trying to set

priorities in getting their communities back into the
swing of things as soon as possible. Seventy percent of
Scotch Plains residents, along with the Municipal
Building, were left without power following the storm,
while in Fanwood the figure was 80 percent. Schools
were closed in both districts on Tuesday.

In addition, half of Westfield either lost power or had
tree limbs down � making a number of streets, particu-
larly on the south side of town, impassable.

The storm resulted in the cancellation of governing
body meetings in Scotch Plains and Mountainside
Tuesday night.

While no injuries were sustained as a result of this
storm, we ask that residents use extreme caution when
coming upon downed tree limbs and especially electri-
cal wires. The motto in these cases should always be
�better safe than sorry.� Let the emergency crews clear
tree limbs while PSE&G restores power. Given that this
is a tedious task, we urge all our readers to be patient.
Most of the electricity was expected to be restored by
last night, although some parts may be out until this
weekend.

Just remember, these were tornadoes. Union County
was thankfully spared in terms of loss of life or homes.
When tornadoes hit, there is usually complete devasta-
tion. So let�s keep this storm in perspective and work
together to get our towns back up and running as soon
as possible.

FAA Terminates Flight Test;
Local Officials Dissatisfied

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Federal Aviation Administration
officials said last week that a six
month test on aircraft flight patterns
out of Newark International Airport
will end as scheduled on Tuesday,
September 15.

�We are in the process of hiring a
contractor to analyze the data from
the test,� said James Buckles, Assis-
tant Air Traffic Division Manager,
Eastern. �It could take three to six
months.�

Mr. Buckles said data from the test
flights in April and May revealed
little, if any, change in noise levels in
the area.

Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen
claimed that the so-called �260 de-
gree turn� flight patterns were not
executed by pilots out of Newark.
�The test was never really done,� she
said.

Earlier this year, the township
council heard testimony from resi-
dent Barbara Hardie, of the Scotch
Plains Aircraft Noise Committee,
faulting the �260 degree� plan, in
favor of the so-called Solberg Miti-
gation plan,  that  would take
flights farther west of Union
County.

However, Mr. Buckles confirmed
that the FAA was redesigning all the
aircraft flight routes in the air space
shared by Newark, JFK, and
LaGuardia Airports. �We are opti-
mistic,� he said, that some relief to
residents would result.

�There are a lot of new air control-
ler techniques and aircraft,� he indi-
cated, that could be applied to the
redesign.

Additionally, he explained that
approximately 80 percent of aircraft
at Newark International is Stage 3,
which means they have turbo en-
gines, which are quieter and more
fuel efficient. By the year 2000, all
aircraft must meet Stage 3 level re-
quirements, by being retrofitted with
�hush kits� technology, he said.

Others have endorsed an �ocean
routing� plan that would carry air-
craft east of Newark Airport out over
the ocean at low altitudes, and move
the craft over land at higher alti-
tudes. Reportedly, this would reduce
noise from low-flying aircraft over
neighborhoods.

Mr. Buckles said it was unlikely
that the FAA would undertake a study
on ocean routing. It would have to be
community driven, he said.

Pam Brown, New Jersey Coalition
Against Aircraft Noise (NJCAAN)
spokeswoman, said ocean routing of
aircraft would cost an estimated $1.50
more per airline ticket, for passen-
gers. She indicated that the FAA
showed no interest in the ocean rout-
ing plan, calling the FAA an �unof-
ficial spokesman for the airlines.�

Congressman Bob Franks and
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly together sponsored a letter
to FAA Administrator Jane Garvey,
asking for a six-month test of ocean
routing.

3 popcorns
If a tree grows in Brooklyn, then a

wandering Jew can bloom in Beverly
Hills. For just as the valiant protagonist
in Betty Smith�s famous coming-of-age
novel grew up to pen her story, with the
autobiographical Slums of Beverly Hills,
writer-director Tamara Jenkins not only
survives her Jewish family�s zany dys-
function, but blossoms into the teen-
aged heroine of her alternately wacky
and touching tale.

Set in 1976 and gleeful in its brash-
ness, the nostalgic saga opens with pushy
Murray Abramowitz (Alan Arkin) nego-
tiating with a bra saleswoman. Well-
meaning but impossibly intrusive, the
65-year-old divorcee has organized this
first brassiere-buying pilgrimage for fif-
teen-year-old Vivian (Natasha Lyonne),
his suddenly matured offspring. Like
much of the film, the scene is uncomfort-
ably hilarious. But while embarrassed,
the spunky innocent at the center of the
story isn�t as horrorstruck as some girls
might be in similar circumstances.

The brassy middle child and her two
brothers have been uprooted more than
five times in the last three months, some-
times in the middle of the night, as down-
on-his-luck Murray perennially seeks to
keep home and hearth within the tony city
limits of Beverly Hills (for the schools);
Vivian has had time to adapt to Father�s
unsettling ways. And she�s just as bewil-
dered by her pending puberty as he is.

Perhaps the craziest thing about Ms.
Jenkins�s often irreverent take on the
itinerant Abramowitzes is how sensi-
tive and studious its sociological de-
ductions are. While the director�s first
film exhibits fairly good style and de-
cent meter, the sheer volume of dys-
function coupled with a healthy share
of shock-value nudity can�t help but
vie for center stage. Yet, what Slums of
Beverly Hills lacks in cohesiveness, it
makes up for in schmaltz and spirit.

Starved for a mother figure at this
delicate juncture in her life, Vivian
heartily welcomes bawdy cousin Rita
(Marisa Tomei) after she escapes from
a drug rehab center up north. Warmly
sincere but hopelessly stuck in the 60�s
drug culture, Ms. Tomei�s likable buf-
foon arrives, lo and behold, recently
pregnant. So it only figures she�d be
the one to tutor Vivian on the birds and
the bees; especially comical is the les-
son featuring battery operated para-
phernalia.

Other loonies who populate the plot
include: Kevin Corrigan as worthless
neighbor Eliot, Vivian�s drug-dealing
suitor whose proudest possession is
his Charles Manson T-shirt; Carl
Reiner in a brief, sharp-tongued stint
as Uncle Mickey, Murray�s wealthy
older brother; and David Krumholtz as
big brother Ben, a sardonic chip off the
old block who�s hoping to get the lead
role in the Beverly Hills high school
production of Guys and Dolls (his ren-
dition of �Luck Be a Lady,� dressed
only in his jockey shorts, is a sight to
behold).

Millionaire Mickey is willing to sub-
sidize his poor sibling�s version of the
Beverly Hills lifestyle, such as it is.

After one of Murray�s better apart-
ment-finding coups along the periph-
ery of opulent Beverly Hills, Vivian,
wide-eyed and optimistic, jubilantly
asks: �So, we�re not poor anymore,
right.. .we�re right in the middle
now...not poor, not rich, right in the
middle, right?�

For the moment, they bask in their
bourgeoisie abundance. And on such
rare occasions, Dad recites one of the

Slums of Beverly Hills:
The Magnificent Abramowitzes

family�s tales of mythological lore �
about how he once had a restaurant busi-
ness, and how he once caught an em-
ployee stealing from him, and how they
certainly weren�t poor then.� And any-
way, our family has money. Uncle
Mickey�s rich. We�re just the poor side
of the family, right Dad?� asks Vivian.

Ms. Jenkins�s bittersweet socioeco-
nomics suggest a literary authority.
Whether lower-middle-class like the
Abramowitzes or aristocrats fallen from
grace like Booth Tarkington�s Magnifi-
cent Ambersons, families do rationalize
their circumstances in order to preserve
their dignity.

Prior to recounting her saga, the film-
maker quotes Tolstoi: �All happy fami-
lies are alike; all unhappy families are
unhappy in their own way.� It is apparent
Mr. Tolstoi knew from the Abramowitzes.

*  *  *  *  *
Slums of Beverly Hills, rated R, is a

Fox Searchlight release directed by
Tamara Jenkins and stars Alan Arkin,
Natasha Lyonne, and Marisa Tomei.
Running time: 91 minutes.

Resources at Rutgers Library
Topic for Genealogical Group
WESTFIELD ��Genealogical

Resources at Rutgers University�s
Alexander Library� will be the sub-
ject of Janet Riemer at the Thursday,

September 17, meeting of the Genea-
logical Society of the West Fields.
The meeting will be held at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library.

Mrs. Riemer of Pennington is a
staff member and preservation archi-
vist in Special Collections and Uni-
versity Archives, both subjects of
primary interest to area genealogists.

The Alexander Library is the ma-
jor genealogy library in central New
Jersey, with broad collections on
New Jersey primary sources of fam-
ily history data and related New
Jersey background. Its collections
include over 5,000 Bible records,
cemetery inscriptions, maps and at-
lases, posters, newspaper micro-
films, church membership records,
old deeds and city directories, the
collections of the Genealogical So-
ciety of New Jersey, the state Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
records, family histories, and spe-
cial university collections.

Mrs. Riemer is also President of
the Genealogical Society of New Jer-
sey and has served as co-editor of its
magazine whose goal since the 1920s
has been to publish from primary
sources New Jersey genealogy infor-
mation of limited availability.

Mrs. Riemer is a frequent lecturer
on subjects such as tips and tech-
niques for copying gravestones, pre-
serving family documents, and in-
troduction to genealogy research.

The meeting is open to the public.
Following the regular meeting, there
will be a short session for members
interested in computer assistance for
genealogical records and research.

DAR to Hold
First Meeting

On September 18
WESTFIELD � The Westfield

Chapter of the National Society
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) will hold its first meet-
ing of the season on Friday, Sep-
tember 18, at 11:30 a.m. at the
home of Mary Ellen Lawson.

The program will be presented
by Mrs. John Tusin, the DAR Con-
stitution Week Chairwoman for
New Jersey. Mrs. Tusin will speak
about the pivotal Battle of Trenton
during the American Revolution.

Constitution Week, observed
from Thursday, September 17,
through Wednesday, September 23,
is an annual observance of the im-
portance of the Constitution, ac-
cording to Westfield DAR spokes-
woman Marguerite Oakes.

Members of the chapter are
women whose ancestors partici-
pated in the American Revolution.
Eligible women interested in mem-
bership may call the Registrar,
Marjorie Gural, at (908) 686-5484,
or Lillian Blauvelt, Regent, at (908)
232-8674.

Optimist Club Honors
Area Youth Volunteers

WESTFIELD � The Optimist Club
of Westfield recently honored two out-
standing Westfield High School stu-
dents via the organization�s annual
Youth Volunteer Award.

The award recognizes the many teen-
agers in town who devote a substantial

amount of time and energy to charitable
or other community service programs,
according to Maria Morris, Chair-
woman of the Youth Volunteer Com-
mittee.

Ms. Morris presented the 1998 Youth
Volunteer Award plaques and cash
awards to Jennifer Early and Lauren
Pass. Both recipients graduated from
Westfield High School earlier this year.

Miss Early was recognized for found-
ing and serving as President of the
Junior Optimist Club, which ran sev-
eral programs to benefit the Westfield
community.

She was also a founding member of
Westfield�s Students Against Drunk
Driving (S.A.D.D.), a student Spanish
tutor for the ALPS program, and a mem-
ber of Kids on the Block.

Miss Pass was cited for the numerous
hours she spent helping the sick and in-
jured of Westfield as a volunteer state-
certified Emergency Medical Technician
with the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
She continues to be an active member of
the squad and serves on its recruiting,
publicity, and social committees.

The Optimist Club of Westfield is a
not-for-profit service club comprised of
men and women who live or work in the
Westfield area.

Anyone interested in membership
may call Ms. Morris at (908) 233-7132.

Prosecutor�s Office to Hold
Seminar on Identity Theft

What happens when someone
steals another person�s identity and
robs them of their good credit or their
life savings?

That�s what law enforcement of-
ficers from throughout Central Jer-
sey will discover during a special
seminar sponsored by the Union
County Prosecutor�s Office.

Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan
of Westfield said the special seminar
on this relatively new crime, known
as �identity theft,� will take place on
Wednesday, September 16, at the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

�The response to this program we
have put together has exceeded all
our expectations,� said Mr. Manahan,
who is expecting nearly 100 credit
card executives, high ranking police
officers and a number of corporate
and banking representatives to be in
attendance.

He said the three-hour training
symposium, which will provide an
insider�s view of how scams are con-
ducted and ways to safeguard thefts
from individuals and companies, is
also generating inquiries from area
legislators who want to develop bet-
ter laws in this area.

�What we�re doing is getting our
profession tuned in to this growing
problem and developing better ways
to attack it,� said the Prosecutor.

The course offerings, put together
by Lieutenant Patricia Leonard of
the Special Prosecutions Unit, in-
clude a discussion by Secret Service
Agent Donald Anderson on how
identity theft groups from South
Africa operate in the metropolitan

area, and information presented by
Postal Inspector Joseph Fresco about
how mail fraud activities are con-
ducted.

Earlier this month, Superior Court
Judge Miriam N. Span sentenced a
woman who had taken the identity of
a Cranford woman and stole money
from her accounts.

In July, Linden police arrested a
Newark man for allegedly using the
identity of a Trenton resident to ac-
quire a driver�s license, a Social Se-
curity number, and as identification
to obtain a bank loan for a motor-
cycle.

There are very few seats left avail-
able for the seminar, according to
Mr. Manahan, but police officers
who would like to be put on a
standby list may contact Lieuten-
ant Leonard or Robert Luce at the
Prosecutor�s Office main number,
(908) 527-4500.

Authorities plan to release a list of
tips to help citizens at a special 1
p.m. press briefing at the close of the
seminar, according to Executive As-
sistant Prosecutor Robert P. O�Leary.
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