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Daylight Savings Time Ends
2 a.m. on Sunday, October 25

FALL BACK!

State Announces Storm Aid
In Amount of $1.3 Million

Acting Governor and State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains last week announced a storm aid package that provides about
$1.3 million to more than a dozen communities in Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties to help pay for clean-up costs.

Senator DiFrancesco said he recognizes that all towns prepare for this
kind of emergency, but few have the financial resources available to easily
absorb the significant expenses generated by such a violent and unexpected
weather event.

�I know the tremendous toll this storm took on so many residents of
Union, Middlesex and Somerset Counties,� said DiFrancesco, a Republi-
can representing the 22nd Legislative District, during a press conference
at the Cranford Municipal Building.

�Many of us experienced the damage and inconvenience first-hand. Not
as publicized, however, is the strain that the response and clean-up effort
took on individual municipalities who spent countless hours and money on
removing debris and controlling traffic,� he continued.

�Property taxpayers in these communities should not be made to pick up
these costs,� the senator added. �In emergency cases like this one, the state

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

School Board Examines Activities
Involved in District�s Strategic Plan

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
met on Tuesday to revisit the Strate-
gic Plan and discuss specific high-
lights of the activities for this year
that are related to the Plan.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley provided an evalu-
ation of these goals and objectives
during his report.

Dr. Foley began his report by dis-
tributing to board members specially
printed copies of the Strategic Plan�s
Mission Statement encased in plastic
frames.

�The mission of the Westfield

School District, a system built on
successful cooperation among fam-
ily, school and community, is to pre-
pare all students to achieve excel-
lence and to become responsible citi-
zens through rigorous educational
programs which respect individual
differences and diversity,� the state-
ment read.

Regarding the goals and objectives
under the Plan, Dr. Foley noted,
�What is key here is cooperation,
community and excellence that makes
our school system unique.� Further-
more, he said, �This is always done
with a great deal of care and commit-
ment from the community.�

To satisfy Strategy No. 1 of the
Plan, �We will ensure faculty and
staff excellence,� Dr. Foley cited the
Westfield Teachers Institute as one
activity slated for the school year. He
noted that the Institute would deal
with the �complexity of teaching a
heterogeneous population.�

He stated that several new teachers
are hired each year and the Institute
would follow new State requirements
that require 100 hours of in-service
training by teachers over a five-year
period.

The goal, he added, is to develop
training that would blend course
work, classroom training and super-
vision. The Institute would be tai-
lored to the needs of Westfield and
developed over several years, provid-
ing strong support for teacher train-
ing.

He noted that he hopes such a
course would be implemented by
September of next year.

Board Member Annmarie Puleio
said it was important to involve school
administrators and principals in the
Institute training.

Under Strategy No. 2 of the Plan,
�We will integrate technology into
the curriculum at all grade levels,�
Dr. Foley explained that computer
hardware and software must be avail-
able in classrooms and students
should learn computer skills at
younger ages.

Research activities on the Internet
would be beneficial, he said, since
employers and colleges now assume
students have these computer skills
by graduation from high school.

The goal, he said, is to incorporate
technology at all grades levels into

curriculums and that computer
knowledge and skills would eventu-
ally become a requirement for gradu-
ation.

Under Strategy No. 3 of the Plan,
�We will set clear and high expecta-
tions for students of all levels of
ability,� Dr. Foley stated he would
address the talented and gifted stu-
dents program at the intermediate
schools.

The goal, he added, would be to
explore options to support gifted stu-
dents in all areas of study.

He later said, �Children have dif-
ferent kinds of talents and we need to
find ways to express that through
different levels.�

Under Strategy No. 7 of the Plan,
�We will provide mandatory staff
development programs and address
issues of diversity,� Dr. Foley ex-
plained that a �Teaching Tolerance�
program would be required to alert
teachers to differences and similari-
ties in society.

The goals include the use of differ-
ent methods to involve students in
school and district programs in order
to develop tolerance.

Dr. Foley added that it would be
helpful to implement this training in
the Teacher�s Institute.

Mrs. Puleio explained, �Responsi-
bility and diversity are a way of life.
We should train people to be tolerant
of differences, not to prejudge.�

Board Member Dr. B. Carol Molnar
added, �Our children learn what they
live.� She stated that it would be
more beneficial to have students in-
teract with different groups in the
community to learn tolerance, in-

DWC Introduces Plans for Welcoming Signs
At Borders With Neighboring Communities

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an effort to welcome visitors to
the Town of Westfield, Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) offi-
cials Tuesday night unveiled plans to
place 12, one-sided Westfield identi-
fication signs on borders with sur-
rounding communities.

The signs, costing nearly $2,000
each for a total of $24,000, would be
delivered to the town in two ship-
ments. Michael LaPlace, Executive
Director of the DWC, told The West-
field Leader that the signs could be
funded through the governing body�s
capital budget or through private
sponsorships.

Unlike a proposal submitted to the
council last year, the welcome signs
would not contain any plaque below
the sign for sponsorships, as has been
the case in other towns.

Mr. LaPlace noted the signs will be
simple and feature a �classic� look
that will represent and reinforce the
historic, upscale image of Westfield.
The signs will be distinctive both in
design and from signs in surround-
ing communities.

The slate blue enamel signs, two
feet in height, are an inch and a half
thick and will be placed seven feet off
the ground.

Mr. LaPlace said the entrance signs
will complement other new signs
which are planned to identify park-
ing lots in the downtown, as well as
the downtown itself. DWC banners
are already displayed on posts in the
business district.

The signs are proposed for the
Lawrence Avenue and Mountain
Avenue borders with Mountainside;
the Springfield Avenue, West border
with Springfield; Brightwood Av-
enue at the Scotch Plains border;
Springfield Avenue, East and Gal-
lows Hill Road at Cranford; the North
Avenue and South Avenue borders
with Scotch Plains and Cranford; the
West Broad Street and Lamberts Mill
Road borders with Scotch Plains; the
Rahway Avenue and Central Avenue
borders with Clark, and the Raritan
Road boundary with Scotch Plains.

The signs would include the
DWC�s signature �W,� at the top, as
seen throughout the downtown, along
with �Westfield 1720.�

In a letter from Mr. LaPlace to
former Town Historian Homer Hall,
he noted that �1720� represents the
year when Westfield became a per-
manent settlement and, thus, includes
the Revolutionary War era �which is
such an important aspect of this
town�s history and character.�

Hastings Signs of Pittstown,
Pennyslvania, have given an esti-
mate to the DWC regarding the pro-
posed signs. The company, which
did the signs for Mindowaskin Park,
has told the DWC the new signs
would be hand-carved.

Joseph Spector, Chairman of the
DWC Board of Directors, explained
that an early criticism of last year�s
proposal by a private sign maker was
that there were too many signs in-
cluded in the proposal. So he said the
DWC has attempted not to �overdo�
the number of locations where signs

would be installed.
In discussing the DWC�s 1999

budget, Mr. Spector noted that im-
proving services in the downtown
will be among those projects included
in the spending plan. Among them

will be to hire personnel to operate
the so-called �Green Machine� in
the downtown.

The town is planning to lease the

Mayor Jardim Dismisses
His Campaign Manager

Just weeks after an uproar by sup-
porters of his Republican opponent,
First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, over a telephone poll con-
ducted on his behalf, Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim announced Friday night
that Ken Rotter, who had been serv-
ing as his campaign manager, was no
longer associated with the campaign.

The Mayor indicated that he did
not need anyone speaking on his
behalf. Mr. Rotter ran unsuccessfully
last year against Republican Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., in the race for the Third

Ward seat on the Town Council.
A letter-writing frenzy was

launched against the Mayor and the
Democrats when it was revealed that
the poll included a charge that Mrs.
Vernick�s husband, Dr. Harris
Vernick, was a member of the Na-
tional Rifle Association. Several let-
ters this week were received support-
ing the Mayor in this matter.

Dr. Vernick strongly denied the
charge, as did Republican leaders,
saying the allegation was made to

Federal Budget Pours $9.9 Million
Into Area Flood Control Measures

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After a year of debate, $9.9 million
in Federal funds towards a flood con-
trol construction project in parts of
Middlesex and Somerset counties was
okayed by the President and the
United States Congress as part of the
water resources package for the 1999
budget.

It was signed into law on October
7. According to Chairman of the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission Vernon A. Noble, who has
been pursuing the United States Army
Corps of Engineers project to stem
costly and life-threatening flooding
in the Green Brook Basin over the
past 26 years, said in a written state-
ment, �The Commission plans to
celebrate, but not to relax.

�The Commission is never going
to relax until the last piece of the
project is completed along about the
year 2011.�

The Army Corps (New York Dis-
trict) project to control flooding has
three construction phases, including
proposed storm water detention ba-
sins upstream in the Watchung Moun-
tains, which is the final phase. Last
year, some Union County residents
and officials shot down Federal fund-
ing for the basins when they opposed
the use of several acres in the county-
owned Watchung Reservation for the
catch basins.

The $9.9 million will cover work
only for phases one and two, down-
stream.

Frank Meeks, Commission mem-
ber and coordinator of a task force to
find alternative sites for the disputed
detention basins in the so-called
Upper Portion of the plan, said work
would begin in the western end of
Middlesex Borough where houses
would be �floodproofed� by raising
them. A bridge in Bound Brook would
also be raised above flood levels.

The State of New Jersey will ulti-
mately fund one-quarter of the $371
million project, with Federal funds

picking up the other three-quarters.
Mr. Noble said the Army Corps

will now take bids on work for the
project and get the state permits it
needs to being construction by early
next year.

�The work is going to keep getting
harder and harder (for the Commis-
sion.) We want to be number one, of
the Corps of Engineers� projects,�
Mr. Noble stated.

Meanwhile, the Commission�s

Blast at South Side
Bagelry Closes Shop

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An early morning explosion in a bagel
shop on Westfield�s south side near the
train station last Thursday resulted in
one employee injury and damage to the
shop when the baker tried to light a large
gas commercial oven.

According to Westfield Fire Depart-
ment officials, the baker at Manhattan
Bagel Company who is reportedly called
Nick, was burned on the right arm and
face from the explosion. Initially, the
injured employee refused to seek medi-
cal help but later was treated for blister-
ing burns at a local hospital and released.

Store Manager Richard Komissa said
the franchise store would not be open for
another month, when repairs are fin-
ished. Evidently, two doors blew out in
the blast. Mr. Komissa said they would
replace the oven with another one.

Fire officials said there was no sus-
tained fire at the site, however, the Union
County Arson Task Force investigated
although nothing has been confirmed at
this time. The Westfield Police and
Elizabethtown Gas also investigated the
site.

Mr. Komissa said he has not been able
to sleep since the incident, thinking of
how dangerously close his baker was to
more serious injury.

�Someone I was responsible for got
hurt. It breaks my heart,� he admitted.

Thinking about his customers as well,
Mr. Komissa said, �I�m sure they miss
us. We know we�ve got the best bagels.�

Board of Adjustment Approves
Four Appeals; Others Postponed

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Only four of seven appeals that were
scheduled for Monday night�s West-
field Board of Adjustment meeting were
heard.

Elliot Budashewitz of 920 Summit
Avenue requested that his case be car-
ried over to the board�s meeting of
Monday, November 9.

Donald A. Fishbein of 314 Scotch
Plains Avenue also asked that his ap-
peal be heard at the November meeting.

Dani Holder of 1150 Central Av-
enue, who was not present that evening,
will also have to reschedule her appeal.

Other applications scheduled for No-
vember 9 include those of Prudential
New Jersey Realty, which has an office
at 153 Mountain Avenue, and Michael
Moran of 418 Westfield Avenue.

The board approved an appeal by Dr.
Robert Panza, who maintains a pediat-
ric practice in a three-story home at 566
Westfield Avenue. He sought permis-
sion to use the third floor of the home as
a rental apartment.

Dr. Panza said he presently has no
one in mind to rent the small one-
bedroom apartment, which he testified
�has to be completely renovated.�

According to the physician, the space,
which is presently used for storage,
needs to be updated with kitchen and
bathroom facilities.

The only stipulations made by board
members were that Dr. Panza limit the
number of full-time physicians practic-
ing at that location to two, which is the
current number there now.

Dr. Panza noted that the first floor of
the home is used for examining rooms,
while the second floor comprises a bill-
ing office and private offices for him
and his associate.

Zbigniew and Andrea M. Kozlowski,
who live at 8-A Route No. 22, success-
fully petitioned the board for permis-
sion to erect an addition onto their home,
which was built in 1988.

Bettye and Stephen Barcan of 838
Standish Avenue were given the green
light by the board to enlarge their back
porch.

The proposed 13.67-foot side yard
setback which would result from the
addition was contrary to the required
15-foot interior side yard distance re-
quired by the municipality.

Rita and Dennis Wade of 365
Wychwood Road received permission
to add a second story onto their garage.

This addition will give the family a fifth
bedroom.

Mr. Wade told the board that he was
unaware that the garage was in viola-
tion of the town�s interior sideyard rul-
ing of 15 feet when he bought the house.
Currently, Mr. Wade�s sideyard is only
set back 10.2 feet.

Finally, an extension on a variance
that was approved in June was requested
by Dave Patterson from Westfield Hall,
Inc. Mr. Patterson testified that he
needed the extension because he was
having a problem with his architect
midway through the project.

The board granted Mr. Patterson an
extension which will extend his dead-
line to submit permits until Friday, April
30.

PLEASED ACHIEVERS�Five seniors from Westfield High School landed
perfect scores on the Standard Assessment Test (SAT) I tests conducted this
spring. Pictured, left to right, are: Andrew Lange and Yair Ghitza, both of whom
scored 800 on the mathematics portion; Jessica Hu, who achieved a perfect score
on the verbal section, and Jeffrey Diamond, who also scored 800 in mathematics.
Not pictured is Ilka Netravali, who also earned a perfect score on the verbal
portion.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

BOOM!...A baker at Manhattan Bagel Company on South Avenue was injured
when he tried to light the large commercial in the early morning hours last
Thursday. The shop, pictured here and roped off to by police, will reopen in a
month, according to the manager. The injured employee was treated for burns
at an area hospital and released.
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can and should step in with monetary assistance,� he said.
Working together with the Legislature and the Administration, the

Department of Transportation will be appropriating storm aid funding for
area communities through the Transportation Trust Fund Discretionary
Aid Program administered by Transportation Commissioner John Haley.

Under the funding formula, municipalities with less than $16,000 worth
of storm damage will be reimbursed for 50 percent of the clean-up cost.
Towns which incurred more damage will be awarded an initial $15,000 to
help with expenses, but will be responsible for the next $25,000 before
being eligible for additional state aid equal to half of their remaining costs
up to $100,000.

Westfield will receive $95,000 to help defray storm-related costs of
$200,000. Scotch Plains will receive $55,000 for damage estimated at
$120,000, while Fanwood will receive $96,500 to offset damages of
$203,000.

The hardest hit community was Plainfield, which had damages placed
at $457,500. The state will be sending a check to the city in the amount of
$100,000.

�I have always said that state government and local governments were
partners in serving the people of this state,� said Senator DiFrancesco.

�That is why I am so pleased that we have been able to secure funding
and will be able to lift some of the financial burden placed on Cranford and
other municipalities that worked diligently and at great expense to serve
the needs of their storm-ravaged communities,� he added.

Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G) company officials said the
severe thunderstorm caused the worst power outage in PSE&G�s territory
in three decades.

Over 200 primary power lines were downed, with many electrical fires
reported.

Some 100,000 customers of PSE&G in the three-county region lost
electrical power. In some cases, power was out for several days.

Also receiving aid were: County of Union, $100,000; Clark, $69,000;
Cranford, $100,000; Elizabeth, $15,000; Garwood, $6,000; Linden and
Rahway, $70,000 each; Roselle, $82,500; Union and Winfield, $15,000.

Also receiving aid were: Middlesex County, $15,000; Dunellen, $57,500;
Edison, $48,250; Middlesex, $17,500; Woodbridge, $16,000; South
Plainfield, $70,000, and Piscataway, $56,231.

Additional aid was received by: Somerset County, $15,000; Bedminster,
$500; Bridgewater, $17,500; Green Brook, $7,500; Millstone, $300;
Montgomery, $8,000; North Plainfield, $15,000; Raritan, $1,500; South
Bound Brook, $4,500; Watchung, $15,000; Warren, $2,500, and Passaic
County, $3,700.

State Announces Storm Aid
In Amount of $1.3 Million
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School Board Examines
Strategic Plan Activities

stead of teaching tolerance through
lecturing.

Under Strategy No. 6 of the Plan,
�We will provide counseling services
K-12,� Dr. Foley emphasized the need
for counseling programs at the el-
ementary level. He stated that the
elementary schools in the district are
the largest they have been in 20 years
and referral rates for learning and
social disorders are at a peak.

Under Strategy No. 10 of the Plan,
�We will ensure meaningful and in-
volved participation by community
and business in the education of all
students by the year 2000,� Dr. Foley
stated that the new core curriculum
requires concrete school-to-work ex-
periences.

Community service projects and
on the job training with local busi-
nesses and corporations would be
included in this school-to-work ob-
jective.

Dr. Foley explained that it would
be valuable to develop a formal struc-
ture for Westfield Inter-community
Service Program in order to accom-
plish this goal. He added that it would
require outside funding.

As a member of the Westfield Ro-
tary Club and Optimists Club, Dr.
Foley expressed an ability to help in
this capacity by communicating with
representatives from companies such
as Merck & Co., Inc., and Lucent
Technologies.

Under Strategy No. 11, �We will
ensure adequate space for increasing
enrollments on an annual basis,� Dr.
Foley explained that the continuing
enrollment crisis would be best ad-
dressed if the bond was approved,
thus allowing for the building of new
classrooms.

The board will meet on Tuesday,
November 10, to approve a formal
version of plans, activities and goals
under the Strategic Plan. Dr. Foley
promised board members that sev-
eral issues would be revisited before
the meeting.

�We�re just scratching the surface,�
he stated.

The Facilities Committee reported
that the lease has been signed with
the town for a playground at Lincoln
School. Board President Darielle M.
Walsh noted that the board and pub-
lic would be notified when the Town
and Recreation Department pur-
chased new equipment for the play-
ground.

Mrs. Puleio reported that the Long
Range Planning Committee would
meet with Dr. Foley to examine what
she described as the enrollment crisis
at the intermediate and high school
levels.

In Curriculum, Instruction and
Programs, Vice President Ginger L.
Hardwick noted that copies of the
1997-1998 Quality Assurance An-
nual Report (QAAR) will be avail-
able in each school, the Office of
Instruction, the Office of Elementary
Education and Assessment and the
Superintendent�s Office at 302 Elm
Street.

The QAAR report details the ob-
jectives of each school�s principals
and administrators. Most of the goals
span a period of two years.

For example, at Westfield High
School, comprehensive proficiencies
are being developed and a program
of 10 to 11 students of Japanese TV
Studio continues to flourish.

At Roosevelt Intermediate School,
the scholars program continues and
social studies and current events are
stressed. At Edison Intermediate
School, current events are also em-
phasized as well as devotion to writ-
ing and research papers. At Franklin
Elementary School, the Elementary

School Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA) continues.

At McKinley Elementary School,
alternative plans are being devel-
oped to aid students who are strug-
gling with math and reading instruc-
tion. At Washington Elementary
School, reading comprehension,
ESPA, and public speaking instruc-
tion are a main focus.

At Wilson Elementary School, stu-
dents are focused on taking an inter-
est in technology. At Tamaques El-
ementary School, the automated li-
brary system and Junior Grade Book
comprehension are currently being
addressed.

As a special request from board
members who wanted time to evalu-
ate the goals under the QAAR, Dr.
Foley concluded that he would hold a
special public meeting in January of
1999 with board members and school
principals.

machine, which will be used to clean
up debris in the downtown including
parking lots.

Mr. Spector also noted that the
DWC is looking at privatizing trash
pickup for downtown receptacles,
thus enabling Department of Public
Works employees, who currently pro-
vide the service, to perform other
functions such as filling potholes.

Both projects would involve a com-
bination of town and DWC funding.

On another matter, the council was
advised by Town Attorney Charles
H. Brandt of a discrepancy between
properties included in the special
improvement district and those re-
ceiving bills the past year from the
town.

Mr. Brandt noted that, when the
ordinance creating the SID was
adopted in 1996, it was accompa-
nied by a map designating all prop-
erties to be taxed within the district.

DWC Introduces Proposal
For Welcoming Border Signs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Somehow the tax assessor was not
given a current list of those proper-
ties included in the district. Thus, a
number of properties � including
professional offices, residences and
churches � were incorrectly sent tax
bills. Mr. Brandt said the town is still
determining the total amount of
money that will have to be refunded.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko explained that when the origi-
nal boundaries were �pulled back a
little,� the tax office never got the
information to adjust its records to
reflect the change.

Mr. Brandt said the property own-
ers were paying the bills, unaware of
the mistake. He said upon receiving
inquiries from several persons incor-
rectly assessed, his office began look-
ing into the matter and discovered
the error.

In addition, several properties were
inadvertently left off the list of those
that should be including within the
district.

Mr. Brandt noted that the town
will have to refund those moneys
incorrectly collected by the tax of-
fice.

Mr. LaPlace said he has attempted
to work with Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer to resolve the problem. He
noted that the process was difficult in
that, for some reason, the town ordi-
nance did not identify properties in
the SID by block and lot number.

As part of its regular meeting this
Tuesday, October 27, the council will
hold a hearing on the town�s applica-
tion to the Union County Community
Development Block Grant program.

The program, which receives fund-
ing through the now 25-year-old Fed-
eral Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) program, requires towns
to hold hearings at which those orga-
nizations applying for the grant iden-
tify their requests to their local gov-
erning bodies.

Public Works Committee Chair-
man and Third Ward Councilman
John J. Walsh said the town�s grant
application will include a request for
$30,000 to complete the paving of
Windsor Avenue from Grandview
Avenue to the end of Windsor near
the Central Avenue �pocket park�;
$15,000 to complete that park, in-
cluding the addition of plantings and
benches, and $135,000 to make the
main bathrooms at Tamaques Park
handicapped accessible.

Mr. Walsh noted the town received
$18,000 last year on its grant request
of $92,500 for improvements at the
lower bathrooms at the park.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
noted that the council may also want
to consider including a request for
plantings in the amount of $10,000
for Sussex Street and at a few other
locations in town.

He said this money �would go a
long way in improving this area.�

Among those groups expected to
make presentations Tuesday night
are the Westfield Community Cen-
ter, the Westfield Neighborhood
Council and the local American Red
Cross chapter.

Mr. Marsh noted that the town�s
application has traditionally focused
on infrastructure improvements.

In his report as council Liaison to
the SID board, Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Lawrence A. Goldman said
the board has unanimously opposed
the bagging of meters in the down-
town during the holiday season.

Mr. Spector explained that with
most stores now filled in the down-
town, it is vital that spaces are turned
over on a regular basis to handle
shoppers coming into Westfield.

He said in the past, non-shoppers
have parked their cars over the two-
hour limit for street parking, thus
defeating the purpose of providing
free spaces for shoppers.

As an option, which the council
gave its support to Tuesday night,
some parking lots in the downtown
would be subject to a complimentary
program during the morning hours.

Shoppers could park up to 30 min-
utes over the time on their meters. A
�courtesy� ticket would be placed on
cars over the limit, with summones
placed on vehicles after this period
by the Westfield Police Department.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

discredit Mrs. Vernick as a candi-
date for Mayor.

During a tense Town Council
meeting earlier this month, the
Mayor maintained that he had not
seen the final version of questions in
the poll. He also noted that Repub-
licans had sent out a highly negative
campaign piece last year aimed at
him, even though he was not a can-
didate in 1997.

At Tuesday night�s council meet-
ing, Councilman Sullivan questioned
whether Mr. Rotter should be re-
moved from two other voluntary po-
sitions he holds with the town.

Mr. Rotter serves as a Westfield
representative on the state�s Master
Plan Reexamination Committee, as
well as on the town�s Insurance Ad-
visory Board, both Mayoral appoint-
ments.

Fourth Ward Councilman

Mayor Jardim Dismisses
His Campaign Manager

Lawrence A. Goldman, who chairs
the Westfield Democratic Commit-
tee, responded that Mr. Sullivan was
introducing for discussion a politi-
cal matter �that has nothing to do
with how this town is governed.�

Fellow Democrat John J. Walsh,
who represents the Third Ward on
the council, said the matter should
be placed on the governing body�s
agenda before any further discus-
sion takes place.

He said the council should have
the opportunity to be prepared to
discuss such a matter before it is
raised during an agenda meeting.

Mr. Sullivan then requested that
the matter be put on the council�s
agenda.

Mayor Jardim, Westfield�s first
Democratic Mayor since 1912, is
seeking reelection against Mrs.
Vernick.

Task Force is expected to turn over a
report to the Army Corps by mid-
November that will propose alter-
nate detention basins in Weldon
Materials, Inc., quarry and in the
gorge along New Providence Road
in the Watchung Mountains. The
task force has struggled since Janu-
ary to find other locations.

Mr. Meeks said the Corps will
analyze the cost and benefits of the
alternate catch basin sites and hold
another public hearing before look-
ing for additional Federal funding
when the basins are ready for con-
struction eight years from now.

According to the Commission,
Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen
from Morristown and area district
Congressman Bob Franks urged the
House Appropriations Committee
to put funding for the flood control
project into the Federal budget.

Reportedly, President Bill
Clinton�s first version of the budget
did not propose any funding for the
work.

$9.9 Million
Aimed at Flood

Control Plan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A DISTRICT-WIDE APPEAL�United Fund representatives from the West-
field Public School district met recently to learn about the many services the
agency provides throughout Westfield. The school�s employees will have the
opportunity to make donations to the agency through Wednesday, November 11.
Pictured, left to right, are: first row, Deborah Ray, Shirley Partelow, Judy
Hutchinson, Angela LaCarrubba and Gerri McDonald, and back row, June
Gleason, Gaile Boothe, Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley, Eileen
Cambria, and Holly Baly.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
• A wallet containing approximately

$40, various papers and credit cards was
reported stolen from a pocketbook be-
longing to an employee of a local club.

• A Boulevard resident reported that
the driver side door lock on his vehicle
was broken while the car was parked in
his driveway.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
• As the result of an alarm, a broken

door window was discovered at West-
field High School on Dorian Road. Addi-
tional windows inside the building were
also damaged, authorities confirmed,
although nothing was reported missing.

• Christopher Conti, 21, of
Kenilworth was charged with third de-
gree theft, according to police. He is
suspected of having unlawfully removed
$205 from an account at a Westfield
bank, according to police. Bail was set at
$1,000.

Conti was already being held at the
Union County Jail on burglary and theft
charges related to a separate incident
involving a home break-in on Clark Street
on September 29, authorities said.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
• A Mountain Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of a bicycle valued at
$100 which had been secured to a tree
with a cable combination lock in front of
an Elm Street store.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
• A physician reported the theft of

$700 in cash from his office on North
Avenue.

• Police reported that someone dam-
aged the front wheel of a bicycle at
Westfield High School.

• Someone poured sugar into the gas
tank of a vehicle of Wychview Drive,
authorities said. There are no suspects in
the case.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
• A Seward Avenue resident reported

that his home was burglarized and
$17,000 in currency was stolen from the
basement.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
• A wallet was reported stolen at an

Elm Street supermarket.
• A videocassette recorder tape was

reported stolen from a residence on North
Scotch Plains Avenue.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
• One hundred block of Elm Street �

unintentional alarm.
• Seven hundred block of Harding

Street � hazardous condition.
• Nine hundred block of Carleton

Road � lock out.
• Three hundred block of South Av-

enue West � gasoline spill.
• One hundred block of Breezeknoll

Drive � lock out.
• Seven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue � brush fire.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

• Two hundred block of Watchung
Fork � electrical short.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
• Two hundred block of East Broad

Street � system malfunction.
• Four hundred block of Topping Hill

Road � system malfunction.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

• Mountain Avenue and Woodland
Avenue � automobile accident.

• Five hundred block of Central Av-
enue � smoke scare.

• Five hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue � hazardous condition.

• Six hundred block of Norwood Drive
� carbon monoxide detector activation.

• Three hundred block of Linden
Avenue � alarm activation.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
• One hundred block of Hamilton

Street � system malfunction.
• One hundred block of North Scotch

Plains Avenue � power line down.
• One hundred block of Elm Street -

- mulch fire.
• Two hundred block of East Broad

Street � mulch fire.
• One hundred block of Elm Street �

unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Trinity Place

� hazardous condition.
• Two hundred block of Elmer Street

� unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Lincoln Road

� lock out.
• Four hundred block of Poets Place �

unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Madison Av-

enue � electrical short.
• Two hundred block of Edgewood

Avenue � brush fire.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

• Seven hundred block of Westfield
Avenue � wire down.

• Five hundred block of Central Av-
enue � good intent call.

• Hort Street and Scotch Plains Av-
enue � wire down.

• Three hundred block of Roanoke
Road � good intent call.

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue West � emergency medical call.

• Seventeen hundred block of Sum-
mit Avenue � unintentional alarm.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
• Seven hundred block of Central

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
Four hundred block of Stanley Av-
enue � structure fire.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
• Sixteen hundred block of Rahway

Avenue � system malfunction.

• Nine hundred block of Cherokee
Court � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Union Fire Department � mutual
aid call.

• One hundred block of Barchester
Way � system malfunction.

• Ramapo and Munsee Way � power
line down.

• Three hundred block of Orenda
Circle � emergency medical call.

• Five hundred block of Trinity Place
� lock out.

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue, West � system malfunction.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
• One hundred block of Tudor Oval �

hazardous condition.
• One hundred block of Kimball Circle

� good intent call.
• Four hundred block of East Broad

Street � smoke scare.
• Two hundred block of Rodger Av-

enue � good intent call.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue, West � system malfunction.

• Sixteen hundred block of Rahway
Avenue � system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Carol Road �
hazardous condition.

• Eighteen hundred block of Lam-
berts Mill Road � power line down.

• One hundred block of Surrey Lane �
carbon monoxide detector activation.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
• One hundred block of Breeze Knoll

Drive � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Eight hundred block of North Av-
enue, West � system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Westfield
Avenue � system malfunction.

• Four hundred block of North Scotch
Plains Avenue � electrical short.

• Seven hundred block of Oak Av-
enue � electrical short.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
• Nine hundred block of Grandview

Avenue � hazardous condition.
• Four hundred block of Otisco Drive

� smoke scare.
• One hundred block of Westbrook

Road � electrical short.
• Six hundred block of North Avenue,

West � smoke odor investigation.
• Five hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � automobile accident.
• Four hundred block of Kimball Turn

� system malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Norman

Place � power line down.
• Two hundred block of Delaware

Street � assist police.
• Four hundred block of Lenox Av-

enue � large tree limb on house.
• Four hundred block of Lenox Av-

enue � assist public works.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue, West � system malfunction.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
• Five hundred block of Forest Av-

enue � system malfunction.
• Eight hundred block of Standish

Avenue � lock out.

Recent Home Sales

WESTFIELD
M. and L. A. Blumberg to Roberg J.

and Maarie R. Sloan, 373 Orenda Circle,
$485,000.

B. S. and J. C. Parish to Gary E. and
Mary K. Landriau, 703 Highland Av-
enue, $579,000.

L. Irwin to Angela C. Jones, 35 Carol
Road, $312,000.

G. A. Nelson to David and Robin
Winter-Bailey, 301 Baker Avenue,
$315,000.

H. and S. L. h. Gian to Thomas J. and
Jennifer Serzan, 835 Shadowlawn Drive,
$363,000.

L. C. and C. A. Taylor to Robert M.
and Barbara A. Gruters, 714 Austin
Street, $262,000.

B. J. Murphy to Roy J. Carlson, 515
Trinity Place, $130,000.

J. G. and M. K. Fernandez to Paul F.
and Leslie McCarthy, 535 Washington
Street, $222,500.

D. E. and C. G. Malone to Frederic R.
and Neils P. McDaniel, 1017 Lamberts
Mill Road, $265,000.

J. F. and M. R. Sherry to Jennifer and
James Tareco, 6 Starlite Court, $310,000.

S. Garris to Dennis J. and Beatriz H. Estevez-
Clark, 1431 Lamberts Mill Road, $330,000.

Capital Commission
Reelects Carol Molnar

For Chair Position
WESTFIELD - B. Carol Molnar

has been reappointed as Chair-
woman of the New Jersey Capital
Budgeting and Planning Commis-
sion. In 1994, Governor Christie
Todd Whitman had originally ap-
pointed Ms. Molnar as Chairwoman
of the Commission.

Subsequent appointments now re-
quire approval of the Commission
members which include the State
Treasurer�s Office, four legislators,
and four public members.

Ms. Molnar has served as a mem-
ber of the Commission since 1987

Candidates Forum
Tonight in Westfield
The Westfield League of

Women Voters will sponsor a
public forum for Westfield
Mayor as well as for the four
seats up this year on the Town
Council tonight, Thursday,
October 22.

The forum will begin at 8
p.m. begin at 8 p.m. in the Town
Council Chambers of the West-
field Municipal Building, lo-
cated on East Broad Street ad-
jacent to Mindowaskin Park.

Members of the public are
invited to attend this open fo-
rum and pose written questions
for the candidates.

when she was appointed by Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean and was reap-
pointed as a member by Governor
James Florio in 1993.

As Chairwoman of the Commis-
sion, Ms. Molnar also serves as a
member of the New Jersey Building
Authority.

The Commission was created by
the Legislature to act in an advisory
role to the Governor and the Legis-
lature. The Commission is respon-
sible for reviewing all proposed capi-
tal expenditure programs for the state
and approving the inclusion of any
bond referendum on the general elec-
tion ballot.

Because of its success, other states
have used New Jersey�s Commis-
sion as the model for developing
their own capital commissions.

For the fiscal year ending 1999,
the Commission recommended $865
million in capital spending projects
from the state�s General Funds and
an appropriation of $512 million to
the Transportation Trust Fund.

Locally, Ms. Molnar has been ac-
tive in the Westfield community for
many years. She has been a member
of the Westfield Board of Education
since 1988.

She is also a member of the Board
of Directors of the Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service, the West-
field Community Center, the Martin
Luther King Association, and the
Friends of� Mindowaskin Park.

She has two children, Amy and
Meg, who are presently attending
the Westfield Public Schools.

B. Carol Molnar


