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Campaign Forum �98
Mr. Greco Urges Focus
On Critical Town Issues

Norman Greco

WESTFIELD � Now, more than
ever, Westfield has an opportunity to
make a difference in the November 3
Westfield Mayoral election, accord-
ing to independent Mayoral candi-
date Norman N. Greco.

�As a resident of Westfield, each of
us has a responsibility to vote on No-
vember 3. As we all know, Westfield is
a dynamic community that constantly
evolves. More and more of our free
time is absorbed by family and commu-
nity activities. Many times, we take for
granted the wonderful surroundings
that Westfield presents and forget the
hard work that is required to keep this
community vibrant.

�This year offers you the opportu-
nity to elect an independent candi-
date who will resolve the crucial is-
sues facing our town. The position of
Mayor is similar to that of a head
coach of a football team. The coach
does not kick, throw or catch the
football. He sets the direction of the
team,� Mr. Greco said.

�Similarly, the Mayor is respon-
sible to set the tone and direction of
the Town Council and town adminis-
tration. Your vote on November 3
will entrust this responsibility to one
individual and set the tone for the
future of Westfield.

�I sincerely hope that each and
every one of Westfield�s voters will

make a concerted effort to elect a
Mayor who will take the responsi-
bilities of this office seriously. These
are trying times for all of us. In-
creased taxes, decreased funding,
corporate downsizing, and shrink-
ing budgets.

�These are times when all the quali-
ties of constructive leadership will be
put to the test. Times when all deci-
sions will be closely monitored, and
best intentions are not good enough.
These are times that require a con-
certed team effort to insure that West-
field remains special,� Mr. Greco
continued in his final statement of
the campaign.

�I promise you that if elected, I will
apply myself to the task with every fiber
of my being, striving to be the best
possible Mayor of Westfield,� he said.

�The right to vote is the foundation
upon which our country was formed.
This right should not be taken mat-
ter-of-factly,� he said.

Mr. Greco urged voters to show
�the love they have for our town by
voting for a Mayoral candidate who
has a definite platform on the cam-
paign issues, who has not indulged in
character assassination, and who
wants people to know the truth.�

Mr. Greco stated, �Our town needs
a person who believes in the commu-
nity, who has a history in Westfield,
and will work to preserve our town�s
heritage for future generations. I am
the correct candidate to bring Westfield
into the 21st century.�

�I am a straight-forward, common
sense, down-to-earth person who will
bring a business-like approach to
town government. Westfield needs a
Mayor that will unify all branches of
local government without partisan
politics,� he concluded.

Mayor Jardim Proposes
Sidewalk Repair Incentive

Program for Capital Budget
WESTFIELD - Westfield Democratic

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, who is seeking
a second term, recently announced his
support for a sidewalk repair incentive
program for the Town of Westfield.

This program calls for a 50-50 sharing
of the cost of repairing or replacing broken
sidewalks between the town and residents.

Through a referral memorandum to the
Town Administrator and the Town
Council�s Public Works and Finance
Committees, Mayor Jardim outlined the
details of the program.

�This program would be similar to that
utilized in many other towns in New
Jersey and around the country,� the Mayor
stated. �The municipality would budget a
fixed amount of funds each year � based
on the popularity of the program � and
residents could apply to share the cost of
having sidewalks repaired by an outside
contractor retained by the municipality.�

�Like the town�s current program of
curb assessments, residents could either
pay their portion of the cost in a lump sum
or as a yearly assessment,� the Mayor
indicated.

�Anyone who has ever tried to push a
baby stroller or walk on the sidewalk at
night knows the hazards that exist through-
out the town on our sidewalks,� Mayor
Jardim stated.

Mayor Jardim requested that the coun-
cil appropriate $100,000 in the 1999 capi-
tal budget for the first year of the program.
Such an appropriation, if approved by the
council, would allow the program to be-
gin by spring of 1999.

Officials have good reason to encour-
age property owners to fix dilapidated
sidewalks, Mayor Jardim stated.

�Even though Westfield, like many

towns, has an ordinance saying property
owners are responsible for maintenance
of sidewalks, such ordinances have not
shielded municipalities from being sued,�
said Mayor Jardim.

�Sidewalk lawsuits are among the most
common types of suits filed against mu-
nicipalities, with as many as one side-
walk related lawsuit filed each week. It�s
as much dollars and cents, as it is com-
mon sense, for us to encourage their re-
pair. It�s also a matter of equity, as the
roots of many town-owned trees have
raised portions of some sidewalks, caus-
ing them to crack,� the Mayor stated.

With literally miles of valuable and
attractive blue-slate sidewalks, it is par-
ticularly important that residents under-
stand this program would assist with
repairs as well as replace.

�We should strive to preserve what we
have, if possible,� he stated.

Thomas C. Jardim
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Congressman Franks,
Mrs. Vernick Unveil

Senior Tax Relief Plan

LAUNCHING TAX RELIEF PLAN...Congressman Bob Franks thanks Westfield
First Ward Councilwoman and Republican Mayoral candidate Gail S. Vernick
for her efforts to inform him of the need for property tax relief for senior citizens.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years after launching her
Westfield Cares Program, Westfield
First Ward Councilwoman and Re-
publican Mayoral contender Gail S.
Vernick joined Republican Congress-
man Bob Franks Tuesday to launch
the Seniors Real Property Tax Relief
Act of 1998.

The legislation, H.R. 4713, would
enable eligible senior citizens who
do not itemize on their deductions on

their federal income tax to deduct the
property taxes they pay on their home.

The bill would also create a new
tax-free savings plan to help
homeowners pay their property taxes
after they retire. Homeowners, as
part of the legislation, would set up a
property tax individual retirement
account, or IRA, where they would
set aside money while they are em-


