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Freeholder Dems Sweep to Maintain
Majority; Sheriff Froehlich Reelected

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Incumbent Democrats on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
scored a sweeping victory over their
Republican challengers in Tuesday�s
election.

In doing so, the victors extended
their sweep streak to four consecu-
tive years, and maintained the party�s
9-0 majority on the board.

�Running on their record,� Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan,
Mary P. Ruotolo and Lewis Mingo,
Jr. soundly defeated the Republican
team of George P. Gore, Juan
Fernandez and Andrew MacDonald.
According to preliminary results,
Mrs. Ruotolo led the field with 61,867
votes.

As expected, Democratic incum-
bent Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich re-
tained his position as Union County
Sheriff with a huge win over Repub-
lican challenger Esther Guzman-
Malcolm. Sheriff Froehlich will be-
gin his eighth three-year term in
office this January.

The Freeholders� triumph mirrored
Democratic successes at the local
level throughout Union County and
on the national scene.

Smiling broadly, Freeholder
Sullivan began accepting congratu-
lations from supporters shortly after
results started coming into L�Affaire
in Mountainside where county
Democrats gathered after the polls
closed.

�We�re seeing results from areas
like Cranford and Scotch Plains that
are traditional Republican strong-
holds,� explained the Elizabeth resi-
dent.

�Generally, our formula is to do
well in cities like Elizabeth, Linden
and Plainfield. (Tonight) we�re hold-
ing their margins down in places like
Westfield and Scotch Plains,� he said.

�If they can�t win there,� said the
Board President, �it�s an impossible
margin to overcome.�

When asked why the GOP has
been unable to gain a foothold on the
Freeholder board in recent years, Mr.
Sullivan replied, �We run the county
in an efficient manner.�

He also referred to programs like
�Access 2000� (designed to get a
computer in every classroom in Union
County by the year 2000) and the
�pocket park� initiative to protect
open space in municipalities around
the county.

�Citizens appreciate these pro-
grams and find them innovative,� he
said.

During the campaign, �the Repub-
licans only countered with an at-
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HOW SWEET IT IS...Union County Democratic Freeholders Mary P. Ruotolo
of Westfield and Daniel P. Sullivan of Elizabeth are all smiles following their
rousing victory Tuesday night over their Republican challengers. Not pictured
is Democrat Lewis Mingo of Elizabeth who was also victorious.

tack,� Mr. Sullivan pointed out.
�There was no vision put forth for the
county.�

A Westfield resident, Mrs. Ruotolo
was first appointed to the board last
February to replace new Union
County Counsel Carol Cohen.

�We ran on our record, what we�ve
done for the county,� she explained.
�It was a positive campaign, and we
never deviated from our message to
voters.�

Going forward, she hopes �to con-
tinue the work we�ve started, hope-
fully see another decrease in taxes
and provide services that enhance
the lives of our residents.�

During her victory speech, Mrs.
Ruotolo admitted that, earlier in the
evening, she had begged a friend to
�never let me do this again.� With
victory in hand, however, she an-
nounced, �The taste of victory con-
vinced me, and I�d do it again in a
heartbeat.�

Freeholder Mingo of Plainfield,
enjoying the success of his first cam-
paign, added, �When you come in as
a rookie and need the support like I
needed, it�s important to thank all
the people I need to.�

He was first appointed to the board
less than a year ago to replace the seat
vacated by new Plainfield City Ad-
ministrator Walter McNeil.

�I just want to say thank you, thank

you, thank you. I�m a team player,�
Mr. Mingo concluded, �and the
Democratic team is what I want to
play on.�

�This is an overwhelming victory
for the Democrats in Union County,�
exclaimed Mr. Sullivan. �Nine-0 is
the rule.�

In her remarks to a noisy Demo-
cratic throng late in the evening,
Party Chairwoman Charlotte
DiFilippo (who, according to Free-
holder Sullivan, �hasn�t lost a Free-
holder race yet�) touted the party�s
victories in municipalities across
Union County. She emphasized plu-
ralities of 7,000 votes and 4,000 votes
in Elizabeth and Plainfield, respec-
tively.

Theodore Schundler
Inducted Into Society
WESTFIELD � Westfield resi-

dent Theodore Schundler was re-
cently inducted into the National
Honor Society, McNally-Sinnott
Chapter, at St. Peter�s Preparatory
School in Jersey City.

The Society�s admission require-
ments include a grade point average
of 90, demonstrated service to the
Jesuit school and/or the community,
strong leadership and good charac-
ter.

Mountainside Republicans Capture
Two Open Seats on Borough Council
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

and SHANNON T. WATERS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

Republicans won both council seats
in Mountainside after Tuesday night�s
election. To date, a Democrat has
never held a seat on the Borough
Council.

Incumbent Werner C. Schon, who
earned 1,226 votes, and Glenn
Mortimer, who received 1,242 votes,
will be sworn in during January�s re-
organizational meeting of the gov-
erning body.

Running on the Democratic ticket
were Michael Krasner, who received
916 votes, and Steve Brociner who
drew 886 votes.

In an acceptance speech made at

the Mountainside Elks Club, Coun-
cilman Schon and Mr. Mortimer
thanked the people of Mountainside
who met with them during their cam-
paign.

Councilman Schon stated, �I would
like to thank the residents of
Mountainside for having the confi-
dence to re-elect me and for electing
Glenn. I would also like to thank the
campaign staff, Dona Osieja, our
Campaign Chairwoman, Bruce
Dickerson, our Publicity Chairman,
and Marilyn Hart, Republican Chair-
man, for their hard work and efforts
to make this campaign a success.�

He also stated that he and Mr.
Mortimer were anxious to get to work
on the issues that were on their politi-

cal platform, which included increas-
ing recreational activities for bor-
ough residents of all ages, while
maintaining strong financial stabil-
ity.

Mr. Mortimer thanked the people
of Mountainside for giving him his
first opportunity to serve the bor-
ough. He also thanked campaign
volunteers for their time in accompa-
nying him and Councilman Schon in
their visits to 600 homes in
Mountainside.

He expressed gratitude for the time
afforded to him and Councilman
Schon at Brighton Gardens and
Manor Care, where they spoke with
residents, and for the conversations
with parents at borough soccer fields.

Mr. Mortimer said he was �confi-
dent in my abilities to help the people
of Mountainside.� He concluded by
saying that the support of all who
helped him in the campaign gave
him �a drive to go forward and do a
good job.�

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader, Mr. Krasner stated that he
was very happy with the numbers in
the race, stating that it �was a race
that made the Republicans work for
their votes.�

He also stated that he and his sup-
porters planned to continue to attend
borough meetings, ask questions, and
write letters to the press. �I consider
this to be a public service,� he con-
cluded.

His running mate Mr. Brociner
was not available for comments on
the election results. A campaign rep-
resentative for the candidate said he
was at a business meeting and voted
in the election by absentee ballot.

Democrat campaign manager
Louis Thomas, who hosted a gather-
ing for members of the party, stated
the election numbers show that �we
are reaching people in Mountainside
that go beyond our constituency.�

Mr. Thomas ventured that votes
not only came from Democrats, but
from borough Independents �who are
not satisfied with the current situa-
tion.�

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti publicly congratulated Mr.
Mortimer and Councilman Schon on
their victory during a gathering at
the Elks Club. He applauded the
people of Mountainside for electing
them and stated that he was anxious
to work with Mr. Mortimer.

He also commended the incum-
bent councilman, noting that �the
borough was a great place to live
because of the years of service given
by dedicated people such as Werner
Schon.�

In an interview conducted at the
Elks, Mrs. Osieja stated that the ob-
ject of the Republican campaign was
to �get out and meet as many resi-
dents as possible.� She called the
Republican campaign �a grass roots
effort to find out the needs of our
community.�
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BIG NIGHT�Republican Councilman Werner C. Schon, left, and runningmate
Glenn Mortimer celebrate at the Elks Club Tuesday night after winning two
vacancies on the Mountainside Borough Council. Pictured with them is Dona
Osieja, Campaign Chairwoman, who received a plaque from the GOP winners
in recognition of her work on their behalf. Mr. Schon and Mr. Mortimer were
challenged by Michael Krasner and Steve Brociner on the Democratic ticket.

New Jersey Students Learn
�Mathcounts� Program

Seventh- and eighth-grade students
in New Jersey will have an opportunity
to participate this fall in �Mathcounts,�
a nationwide program initiated in an
effort to combat declining mathematics
skills among pre-college students.

The program is sponsored by the
New Jersey Society of Professional
Engineers� Educational Foundation,
and is open to all public, private and
parochial schools.

Mathcounts is designed to create in-
terest and enthusiasm in mathematics
by creating an environment similar to
an athletic program, including inten-
sive training, advanced levels of com-
petition, teamwork and peer recogni-
tion, according to spokeswoman
Patricia Brewer.

Coaching materials that focus on
problem solving, teamwork, analytical
thinking and exploration are available
free of charge to middle/junior high

school mathematics teachers.
The purpose of the Mathcounts pro-

gram is to motivate junior high school
students and interest them in technol-
ogy-related fields, Ms. Brewer said.

The students who make their school
mathematics teams will go on to com-
pete against other student �mathletes�
in regional competitions in early Febru-
ary.

Regional finalists will engage in a
head-to-head competition for top hon-
ors at the state tournament at the Bell
Atlantic Corporate Training Center in
South Plainfield.

State winners will receive a free trip
to Washington, D.C., for the national
finals. National winners receive a schol-
arship and a trip to NASA Space Camp.

The registration deadline for the 1998-
1999 program is Friday, November 13.
Late registration will be accepted until
Friday, January 8, 1999.


