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SP-F High School DECA
Wins Four National Awards

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS…Members of the national award-winning
DECA Chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School are pictured at their
national conference held recently in Denver. The students took home four
national awards from the competition – the highest total in the chapter’s
28-year history.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School DECA Chapter, an
association of marketing students,
recently won four national awards
at their annual national competi-
tions held in Denver, Colorado.

The students competed with over
10,000 students from 54 state as-
sociations. The four awards are
the highest total in the local
chapter’s 28-year history.

The team of seniors Jordan
Eannucci, Nicole Troiano and
Rianna Liss, along with freshman
David Bell, finished among the
top eight in the nation for their
Public Relations Project, which
consisted of the planning and or-
ganizing of activities for homeless
families in Union County, and a
public relations campaign for the
Interfai th Counci l  of Union
County.

The activities included an Adopt-
A-Family program for the holiday
season, a toy drive, and two holi-
day parties for the homeless chil-

dren of Interfaith. This widely-
successful activity culminated with
55 families being adopted, and the
distribution of over $3,000 worth
of clothing and toys to the fami-
lies.

Also winning an Honorable
Mention Award was the team of
seniors Adam Koster and Dan
Morris, for their market research
project on the Florence Ravioli
food store located on East 2nd
Street in Scotch Plains, where
Adam is employed.

The team of Rianna, Jordan, se-
nior Suzanne Lamastra and fresh-
man Tony Gicas also finished in
the top eight for their market re-
search entry on the GapKids in
Westfield, where the three seniors
are employed.

Rianna won an additional award
in the Management competency
testing in the Apparel and Acces-
sories industry. Thirty three Scotch
Plains-Fanwood students attended
the conference.

Musical Club to Present
Last Program of Season

PIANO DUET…Dr. Stefan Young, pictured at right, and his father, Raymond
Young, both of Westfield, will together play piano arrangements during the
Musical Club of Westfield’s final program of the season at 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, May 20, at the First Baptist Church in Westfield. The club’s annual
luncheon will follow at the Echo Lake Country Club.

The Musical Club of Westfield will
meet in the sanctuary of the First
Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, on Wednesday, May 20, at
10 a.m.

Club President Edna Borchers of
Westfield has invited the public to
attend this last musical program of
the season.

Program Chairwoman Helene
Frieland of Westfield revealed that
Dr. Stefan Young and his father,
Raymond Young, both of Westfield,
together will play piano arrangements
of “Raymond Overture” by Amboise
Thomas and “Southern Roses” by
Johann Strauss, Jr.

Musical Club scholarship recipi-
ent Paul Bhasin of Westfield, cur-
rently a junior at the University of
Michigan’s School of Music, will
perform a selection from “Trumpet
Concerto” by Johann Nepomuk
Hummel, with piano accompaniment
by Trent Johnson of Scotch Plains.

Plainfield soprano Sally Beckwith
will sing songs by Bernstein, the
Gershwins, Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Cole Porter and Kurt
Weil, accompanied on the piano by
Victoria Griswold, also of Plainfield.

Denise Wittke of Westfield will
serve as an usher for the program.

The Musical Club’s annual lun-
cheon, hosted by Louise Andrews of
Roseland and her committee, will

follow the program at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

Members of the committee include
Dariel and Donald Belcher of
Mountainside, and Edna Borchers
and Kay Macrae of Westfield.

Scotch Plains Resident
Protests Postponement

Of ‘Boulevard’ Decision
Last Tuesday, May 5, the Scotch Plains

Council met briefly on matters not con-
nected to the controversy regarding “Cen-
tre Boulevard.”

The council did discuss the “Centre
Boulevard” proposal as reported in The
Times. At that time they announced that
any action concerning whether to add the
name to Westfield and Plainfield Av-
enues and East 2nd Street would be post-
poned until Wednesday, June 10, without
the courtesy of notification to those who
were objecting to the proposal. Now they
propose to circulate letters to the resi-
dents of the three streets involved.

The addition of another name to the
already existing three names may seem
innocuous to the council, but not to the
large number of residents who have
signed the petition to show their deep
concern against the proposal. Based on
the April meeting, we all understood that
the meeting during which a decision
would be made would be May 12.

The postponement of the May 12 meet-
ing, we believe, is a delaying action to
keep “soft pedaling” the importance to
the residents of the three streets involved.

We therefore urge those who signed
the petition and any other interested
parties to be at the June meeting at 8 p.m.

Thomas J. DeNitzio
Scotch Plains

Freeholders Need to Consider Policies
On the Spending of Taxpayer Dollars
The Union County Freeholders have

approved the Westfield applications for
two grants (which have to be matched).
One is to upgrade the Lincoln School
playground, which on its merits is a
good idea.

The other is toward a pocket park on
the diner site downtown, which is a
poor idea that I doubt will ever be
consummated, because the overall cost
to Westfield taxpayers will be well into
six figures, and beyond anything the
Mayor and Council should spend on
that project.

My views on this were reported by
The Leader several weeks ago, and are
the same as when this proposal first
surfaced in a campaign release in 1996.

More fundamentally, we should ask
ourselves what the role and responsibil-
ity of county government is and should
be. This is the second instance this year
of the Freeholder board deciding to
fund something in the county’s munici-
palities which I, for one, think is outside
county responsibilities.

The first was the program to supply
money to add computer equipment in
various public schools around the county.

Certainly, schools need computers.
But is not that the responsibility of the
various school systems, and the citizens
in those municipalities? Why is a por-
tion of the levy on Westfield for county
taxes (which we have no voice in what-
soever) being used for computers, or
parks, somewhere else? And vice versa?

The Scotch Plains Township Council
came out against this recently; they are
absolutely right on point.

As one who has observed and been in
the government game for many years, I
have long questioned the role and need
for county government in this state.
Either it should be made more power-
ful, as county governments are in many
other states, to the exclusion of local
governance, or county government
should be tightly curtailed in favor of
home rule.

Counties originally were created in
prior centuries to administer rural areas
on a more localized basis than far-away
provincial, colonial or state governments
like Trenton. Connecticut abolished
county government a decade ago; Ha-
waii never had it. Many activities the
county did on behalf of the state, e.g.
court costs, have been, or could be,
shifted-to the states.

Union County government should op-
erate large, multi-municipal projects —
large parks and golf courses and major

inter-municipal roads being excellent
examples. But the Freeholders should
look long and hard at whether they should
be handing out money they take in as
county taxes (15 to 20 percent of our tax
bill) to cover costs and projects that
properly belong at, and should be bud-
geted and taxed, at the municipal level.

If the Freeholders had not pursued
these computer and park programs, how
much less would our collective and in-
dividual county tax bills be?

As we head into another election
season, for three freeholders, let’s think
about the role of county government,
how and where it should be limited —
and ask the candidates their views on
where they should draw the line on their
generosity with our tax money.

I hope these views will get some
people thinking and writing; there is
much to be said on all sides about county
government. You have my views.

Garland “Bud” Boothe
Former Mayor

 Town of Westfield

Letters to the Editor

F.E.M.A.L.E. Offers
Support to Mothers

Who Leave Work Force
F.E.M.A.L.E. (Formerly Employed

Mothers at the Leading Edge) is a na-
tional support group for all women who
have decided to temporarily leave the
work force to stay at home with their
young children.

The North-Central New Jersey Chap-
ter offers evening discussion groups,
presentations with outside guest speak-
ers, and mother’s night out, as well as
weekly daytime play groups.

Discussion groups are usually held
on the first Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m. at the Cranford Library on
Walnut Avenue in Cranford. Prospec-
tive members are encouraged to meet
the group at this informal meeting.

Formal meetings with outside guest
speakers are held on the third Wednes-
day of each month, at 8 p.m. at the
Westfield YMCA, 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

For any additional information on
F.E.M.A.L.E., please call Margie at
(908) 620-1220.


