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Blue Devil Boys and Girls Rout
Rahway Track & Field Teams

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys� and
girls� track and field teams proved to be
way too much for the Indians on April 28
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The boys sped to a 103-23 win and the
girls ran away with a 102-18 trouncing.

Senior Greg Gorski tossed his way to
three victories in the field events by shov-
ing the shot 44 feet, 8.5 inches, heaving
the discus 116 feet, 9 inches and throwing
the javelin 154 feet. Senior Jason Krieger
grabbed seconds in the discus at 108 feet
and in the javelin at 142 feet, 1 inch and
seized first in the long jump with a leap of
17 feet, 7.75 inches.

Junior Gordon Kaslusky ruled in the
400 and 800-meters with respective times
of :54.1 and 2:08.6. Steve Dennis sped his
way to first in the 110-meter hurdles at
:15.5, followed by Dave Geissler at :15.9
and Larry Sasso at :16.9. The same trio, in
the same order, swept the 400-intermedi-
ate hurdles with times of :58.1, :59.5 and
1:01.7, respectively. Sasso also placed
second in the 200-meter dash at :24.7.

An injured Dave Citrin still managed
to place first in the pole vault by clearing
11 feet. Teammates Josh Ray at 10 feet
and Erik Clinton at 10 feet, finished
second and third, respectively.

The injured Citrin who normally clears
12 to 12 feet, 6 inches, said, �We have the
counties coming up this week and I just
can�t seem to shake it.�

The team of Jason Dreyer, John
Cognetti, Steve Cusimano and Pete
Anzelone placed first in the 4x400-meter
at 3:45 with respective times of :57, :59,
:56 and :55. Anzelone also put on a great
kick in the last leg of the 1,600-meter run
to capture first with a time of 4:50.8.
Cognetti was second at 4:51.8 and Mark
Mathews took third at 4:54.3. Dreyer also
placed third in the 200 and 400-meters
with respective times of :24.8 and :56.5.

Eric Zimak dashed to first in the 100-
meters with a time of :12.3 and Jon Lau
took third at :12.8. Bill Zachar grabbed
seconds in the 400 and 800-meters with
times of :54.7 and 2:09.9, respectively.
Ryan Burke leaped 16 feet, 9.5 inches to

place second in the long jump. Brian
Dowd took third in the 800-meter at 2:13.2
and Anthony Pecoraro had a toss of 105
feet, 7 inches to take third in the discus.

The Devil girls placed first in every
event except the 100-meter dash. Heather
Dennis was involved in three first-place
finishes. Dennis at 1:07.26 teamed with
Mary Korfmacher at 1:02.88, Katie Egan
at 1:05.71 and Megan Shutts at 1:05.6 to
solidly capture the 4x400-meter with a
time of 4:21.4. Individually, Dennis
grabbed first in the 400-hurdles at 1:13.7
and tied for first in the high jump with
Nicole Herttua.

Korfmacher seized first in the 200-
meters at :26.5, Egan also took first in the
400-meter with a time of 1:01.55 and
Shutts tied for first with Sage Stefiuk in

first and second with no outs. McKeon
made a nice running stab of a pop-up by
Salvaggio. Morano popped out for the
second out, then Murphy nailed a long,
dangerous fly to center which was snagged
by Corbett for the third out.

The Blue Devils got onto the
scoreboard with a run in the bottom of
the sixth. After Wagner grounded out to
second, Abby O�Neill arced a single
over second. McKeon popped out to
second. With two outs, Sue Phillips
stepped to the plate and whizzed the
ball over short and advanced to second
on the throw to third. Now, with runners
on second and third, Thornton punched
a single to right field. O�Neill scored,
but the pinch runner for Phillips was
thrown out as she slid into home.

Cougar clump number two arrived in
the seventh inning. With one out, Polito
crushed a triple to right-center. Nobile
ripped an RBI single past second.
Salvaggio hit a chopper back to the
mound, but both runners reached safely

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 after the ball was thrown behind Thornton
who was covering second. After Morano
flied out to center, Murphy skid a single
up-the-middle to load the bases. DeVito
drilled a single down the third base line
to bring home Nobile with the second
run. A pick off attempt at third failed and
Salvaggio scampered home with the Cou-
gars� final run.

Down 7-1 in the seventh, the Blue
Devils needed a huge rally. Corbett drilled
a shot which looked like a definite single,
but Zambell, the second baseman, made
a brilliant diving stab for the first out.
Colleen Ryan stepped up and launched a
blazing triple to deep right field, then
scored on Flynn�s fielder�s choice. Un-
fortunately, for the Blue Devils, Kristen
Leonardis hit a chopper and reached first
safely, but a great throw from the Cougar
first baseman, nailed Leonardis for the
final out as she slid into second.

Cranford lifted its record to 8-1 while
the Blue Devils slipped to 7-4.
Cranford 004 000 3 07
Westfield 000 001 1 02

Softball Cougars Claw

Blue Devil Girls, 7-2

Flynn and Doerr drew walks. Next,
the dangerously deceptive Orsini stepped
to the plate. First bunt attempt! Second
bunt attempt! Bang! Orsini reached into
his bag of tricks and blasted a triple to
left-center. Flynn and Doerr zoomed home
to tie the score, then Seeley sealed the
Tigers� fate by lofting a long sacrifice fly
to center. Poof! Orsini disappeared from
third and reappeared at home for the
eventual winning run.

Williams maintained his fire and si-
lenced the Tigers in the top of the seventh
to secure the victory. Orsini and Seeley
had two hits each and Turner also had a
double for the Blue Devils who improved
to 11-6. Williams got the win in relief.
Linden slipped to 7-5. Westfield will
meet the first-seeded, No. 1-ranked
Cranford Cougars on May 9 in Cranford.
Linden 000 620 0 08
Westfield 240 003 x 09
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Blue Devils Burn

Tigers in Thriller

Blue Devil Boys Catch Fire;
Take Four-Straight Games

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After losing two-straight games to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Bridgewater,
the Westfield High School baseball team
caught fire this past week by winning
four consecutive games to boost their
record to 10-6.

The Blue Devils knocked off North
Bergen, Hunterdon Central, Rahway and
Piscataway to snap a two- game losing
streak.

The Blue Devils� fine pitching staff
and scrappy defense allowed a modest 11
runs in the past four games as their
brilliant batting power enabled the Blue
Devils to score a whopping 40 runs in last
week�s games.

�We knew that we had to bounce back
after losing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Bridgewater. After we beat North
Bergen, we gained a lot of momentum
which helped us beat Hunterdon Central
and Rahway. If we are able to keep this
winning momentum for the rest of the
season, we will definitely be a force to
reckon with,� senior Captain Bobby
Baykowski said.

On April 27, the Blue Devils dealt
North Bergen a sound thrashing in a 17-
8 romp. Senior Greg Freisen, Baykowski
and junior Lamont Turner did a spec-
tacular job on offense, accounting for
eight of the team�s 14 hits. Freisen
smashed two singles to drive in four runs
as Baykowski belted a two-run homer in
the fourth inning to propel Westfield to a
17-8 victory.

Turner aided the Blue Devils offen-
sively with a 3-for-3 performance includ-
ing a triple and two RBI.

The Blue Devils were able to score

seven runs in the fourth inning as junior
Gabe Perez started the offensive on-
slaught with a three-run double. Pitcher
Luke Mistretta received the victory.

Turner said, �The win against North
Bergen did a great job of getting our
confidence level back after our poor ef-
forts the week before. Our offense was
able to get us going early and we all
played very well as a team.�

Against Hunterdon Central on April
29 in Flemington, Freisen relieved in the
fourth inning and chilled any heat the
Hunterdon Central High School baseball
team had as the Blue Devils went on to
win, 7-3, Freisen allowed only one hit
during that icing.

Senior Phil Orsini stole two bases, had
two singles and drove in two runs. Perez
smashed a double.

On April 30, the Blue Devils rolled past
Rahway for the second time this season.
Westfield beat Rahway, 9-0, to improve
their record to 9-6. The Blue Devils re-
ceived a stellar pitching performance from
Perez who had nine strikeouts and only
one walk. Perez only allowed three hits to
earn his first win of the season.

Along with his incredible pitching,
Perez also smacked a double and had two
RBI. Senior Christian Fagin and Orsini
combined for two doubles, three singles
and three RBI.

Orsini said, �I thought everyone played
up to their potential against Rahway. We
got some great pitching from Gabe which
kept us in the game at all times. I�m very
pleased with the way we all came to-
gether to beat Rahway.�

Mistretta tossed a two-hit shutout to
lead the Blue Devils to a 8-0 victory over
Piscataway in Westfield on May 1.

Mistretta struck out five and walked four
to pick up his fourth win of the season.

Catcher Dave Koye had a double and
a single to go 2-for-2 and teammate Brian
Flynn tapped a three-RBI single in the
second inning. Brandon Doerr, Don
Seeley and Baykowski had one double
apiece.

Westfield 104 730 2 17
North Bergen 004 300 1 08

Westfield 102 003 1 07
Hunterdon Central 102 000 0 03

Westfield 322 002 0 09
Rahway (3-7) 000 000 0 00

Piscataway 000 000 0 00
Westfield 042 011 x 08

the 3,200-meters at 15:12. Stefiuk also
placed second in the 400-meters at 1:05.
Egan also placed second in the 200-meter
at :27.5. Abby Bercovicz had firsts in the
discus with a toss of 83 feet, 11 inches and
in the shot put with a shove of 25 feet, 6.5
inches. Debbie Erhlich, with a toss of 78
feet, nailed third in the discus.

Junior Allison Checchio threw the jav-
elin 94 feet, 11 inches to stick a first and
Alicia Picou followed with a toss of 87
feet, 7 inches. Susan Hinds zipped past
the finish line in :16.6 to take first in the
100-hurdles followed by Becky Hamilton
at :16.8 and Stefanie Bistak at :18.8. Hinds
also placed third in the 100-meters and
Hamilton took third in the long jump with
a leap of 14 feet. Bistak also placed third
in the 400-hurdles with a time of 1:17.8.

Tara Bhandari crossed the line in 2:34
to claim first in the 800-meters followed
by Laura Brucia at 2:35.5 and Sara Car-
penter at 2:40.3. Carpenter also placed
second in the 400-hurdles at 1:15.3.
Rachel Ackerman glided by the finish
line in 5:55 to scoop up first in the 1,600-
meters followed by Susan Wilson at 5:59
and Maura McMahon at 6:08. Alison
Westerhold, at 25 feet, 3 inches, took
second and Stephanie Schrader, at 23
feet, 3.5 inches, placed third in the shot
put and Angie Dujnic had a third in the
400-meters with a time of 1:06.6.

The Blue Devil boys improved to 2-1
and the girls evened at 1-1.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.

Blue Devils Startle
Colonia Girls, 9-5

The Westfield High School girls� soft-
ball team showed its resilience by stun-
ning a tough Colonia team, 9-5, in
Westfield on May 1. Junior Sue Phillips
bashed two doubles, poked a single and
drove in a run to help neutralize Colonia.

Paige Corbett slapped three singles in
four at bats and drove in two runs.
Courtney Thornton ripped two singles
and Colleen Ryan had two singles and
two RBI. Liz McKeon drilled a double
for the Blue Devils.

Westfield upped its record to 8-4 while
Colonia lowered to 12-5.

Colonia 100 201 1 05
Westfield 305 100 x 09

Raider Girls Quiet
Bayonne Nine, 5-3

Jill Mazzagetti kept Bayonne at bay,
striking out nine and allowing only five
hits to help lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls� softball team to secure
a 5-3 victory in Scotch Plains on May 1.

Mazzagetti also drove in a run in the
fourth and teammate Kim Laforge had
two-RBI with a single and a sacrifice.
The Raiders upped their record to 6-4
while Bayonne lowered to 5-4.

Bayonne 000 002 1 03
Sc Plns-Fanwood 100 112 x 05

Roselle C. Softens
Viking Girls, 7-1
Laura Pellettiere doubled, singled and

drove in two runs and teammate Dawn
O�Grady nailed a two-run double to lift
the Roselle Catholic girls� softball team
to a 7-1 thrashing of the Union Catholic
girls on April 30 in Scotch Plains.

Viking Jen Britton went 2-for-3 and
drove in a run.

Roselle Cath (7-5) 221 101 0 07
Union Cath (2-9) 000 001 0 01

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BUNTED FOUL�The Cranford batter bunts the ball into foul territory as Blue
Devil catcher Sue Phillips looks on. The Cougars got the best of the Blue Devils, 7-2.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
STEVE DENNIS�Stides over the high
hurdles against Rahway.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
HEATHER DENNIS�Strides over
the hurdles against the Indians.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
IN LIKE FLYNN�Brian Flynn be-
comes the first of Blue Devils to score
on Don Seeley�s single to right.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
OPEN DOERR POLICY�Don
Seeley�s single opens the door for Blue
Devil Brandon Doerr to score.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A HEARTY HEAVE�Blue Devil Alicia Picou gives the
javelin a hearty heave and places second in the event.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE PACK�Blue Devil Mark Mathews leads
the pack during the first lap of the 1,600-meter event.
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❍1998 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Director: Tom Breznitsky
in association with

THE DUTCH SOCCER ACADEMY
Director: Roger Bongaerts � European Training Specialist

Camp Features
� Novice to Advanced
� Ability Grouping
� Kinder Soccer Program

Camp Features
� Tactical Camp for Teams
� Goalkeepers School
� Indoor Facilities
� Family Discounts

For a camp brochure please call:

Tom Breznitsky � (908) 322-6102
Boys’ Varsity Soccer Coach, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the �87, �89, �91, �92, �95, �97 NJ State Champions Boys Soccer Team
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SESSION I � July 13-17

SESSION II � August 3-7

Where   You   Belong.

Remaining active,
doing the things you enjoy,

spending time with those you love�
these are the things that

lend meaning to each day.
At home, where you

most want to be,
the best of each day is yours.

There is so much
 worth celebrating.

Patient Care inc.
accredited by JCAHO

The care you need, in the place you know by heart

120 Elm St., Westfield (908) 654-5656 Fax 654-0732 The Westfield �Y�, 220 Clark St., Westfield, NJ
For information about �Y� programs call 233-2700

75th ANNUAL MEETING
AND DINNER DANCE

Thursday, May 14
6:30 - 10:30 pm

at The Westwood


