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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4 p.m.
on the Friday prior to publication.
The Leader’s e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

OPENING NIGHT...Cast members in the Westfield High School spring
musical Two Gentlemen of Verona rehearse a scene from the show which starts
tonight, Thursday, March 12, and runs through Saturday, March 14, starting
at 8 p.m. The seven featured dancers, left to right, are: front row, Allie Feldman
and Ginny Paynter; second row, Megan Brenan, Nikki Hester, Rebecca
Wilhelms, and Rachel Rosenblum with Corinne Liebrich in back, and, above,
Citizens of Verona, Gavin Schulman, Ryan Buntain, Tim Greenlaw and Zach
Karp. Please see a story and another picture on Page 5.

Ben Corbin for  The Westfield Leader
SUDDEN IMPACT…This 1990 Oldsmobile came to rest underneath the porch
of a home on Mountain Avenue last Sunday after it veered off the road and
crossed the property. The driver, Joseph Galatilis, 70, of Mountainside told
police he had lost control of the vehicle while traveling north on Mountain.
There were no injuries. Authorities did not remove the vehicle until Tuesday,
however, because of concern that the porch would collapse.

PER PUPIL, ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS CONTINUE DOWNWARD SPIRAL

School District Witnessing Decline in Rate
Of Budget, Tax Hikes as Enrollment Jumps

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield school officials began the
task of promoting the proposed 1998-
1999 school spending plan of $52.02
million last week while meeting with
reporters. The spending plan repre-
sents an increase of 2.33 percent, or
$1,171,751, over last year.

Noting the decline over the past
three years in the percentage of the
budget supported through local prop-
erty taxes, Board of Education Finance
Committee Chairman Keith S. Hertell
said that the trend the last three years
has been to slow down the rate of
incline in overall spending while plac-
ing more emphasis on costs associ-
ated with instruction.

“We really feel very good about
this budget,” said Mr. Hertell.

This year’s proposed tax levy of
$45,177,689 represents an increase of
2.88 percent over last year. Last year’s
spending increase of 2.47 percent was
the lowest hike in 15 years.

Eighty-eight percent will be sup-
ported through property taxes, with
another 5.79 percent coming from state
categorical aid, which for Westfield is
directed towards special education
programs and related transportation
of these students. Westfield receives
less than 1 percent of its revenue to
offset taxes through federal funding.

In order to keep taxes down, the
district has applied some $2 million in

surplus funds from last year’s budget
– without which the tax rate would
have been 11 cents more. Among other
things, the surplus resulted from em-
ployee contributions to health ben-
efits, along with declining interest pay-
ments on outstanding debt, both of
which had been over budgeted last
year.

“The budget and tax increases are
at the lowest levels in years,” Mr.
Hertell emphasized.

The key to this year’s school bud-
get, according to officials, is a trend
towards lower overall spending and
administrative pupil costs, while fun-
neling increased dollars into the class-
room.

It will cost the district a total of
$8,225 to educate a student in the
1998-1999 school year, a slight decline
from last year. Per pupil costs have
dropped some $220 over the past three
years. Classroom instruction costs,
including the per pupil figure, have
dropped from $5,356 three years ago
to $4,965 in the 1998-1999 budget.

Of the per pupil costs in this year’s
budget, $4,689 is for teacher salaries
and benefits, with an additional $944
for administrative salaries and ben-
efits.

Jean Poquette, Assistant Business
Manager, emphasized that instruction
costs are going up while administra-
tion expenses are on the decline.

One of the reasons for this pattern,
according to Assistant Superinten-
dent for Business Dr. Robert C. Rader,
is the increase in student enrollment.
Enrollments have risen by nearly 500
students, or 11.5 percent, since the
1992-1993 school year, to nearly 4,900.

In order to address increased en-
rollment, the budget includes three
additional elementary teachers and
two elementary support positions.

One of the largest costs in the bud-
get, outside of salaries and wages, is
for the district’s continued technol-
ogy plan.

Included in the budget this year is
over $650,000 for technology, includ-

ing around $264,000 in funds to install
a cable network at Westfield High
School so that all classrooms can be

equipped, at some point, with com-
puter workstations. The district spent
$800,000 last year on its technology
initiative.

Of the proposed budget’s total tech-
nology initiative, roughly $209,000 will
be used to install five computer work-
stations for mathematics studies in all
19 fifth-grade classrooms in the
district’s six elementary schools, at a
cost of $11,000 per classroom. Each
classroom will also be equipped with
a teacher workstation and a large dis-
play monitor — all of which will be
connected to a printer.

“The high school will be the center-

piece (for technology) because we
expect to completely wire the high
school so that they will have a net-

work within the high school that is
linked to the outside; bringing them
online in every classroom,” explained
Dr. Rader.

Mr. Hertell emphasized that the tech-
nology program is not being used to
replace textbooks, noting that the text
will still be used to complement the
technology program. This year’s bud-
get includes a line item of over $331,000
for textbooks.

Dr. Rader added that, in some cases,
the textbooks may include technol-
ogy, such as computer discs and tapes,
to support the text.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield to Pay Homage to Memory
Of Artist and Activist Paul Robeson

A program of events celebrating
the 100th anniversary of Paul
Robeson’s birth has been announced
by a citizens’ committee in Westfield.

Robeson, who won international
renown as a performing artist and
human rights activist, spent three of
his early years — 1907 to 1910 — in
Westfield. His father was Pastor of St.
Luke’s African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church in Westfield and was the
catalyst in a building campaign that

gave the congregation its first perma-
nent house of worship.

“We are privileged to have this
connection with one of the great
Americans of the age,” said the Rev-
erend Leon Randall, the church’s cur-
rent minister and a Co-Chairman of the
Paul Robeson Centennial Committee.

“Paul Robeson was a hero of great
stature, a true All-American who had
roots in our own community, however
briefly, and we want to lift up our voice
in the public homage that is being paid
to him this year,” he said.

The celebration will begin formally
on Sunday, April 5, and conclude on
Thursday, April 9, the date of
Robeson’s birth in Princeton in 1898.

His granddaughter, Susan
Robeson, will be the guest of honor at
a luncheon on April 9 at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield Ms.
Robeson, who lives in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, is the author of “The
Whole World in His Hands,” a picto-
rial biography of her grandfather pub-
lished in 1981, five years after his
death in Philadelphia.

There will be an opening Paul
Robeson Centennial Service at St.
Luke’s Church on April 5, beginning
at 4 p.m. The principal speaker will be
the Reverend J.C. Hoggard, retired
Bishop of the African Methodist Epis-
copal Zion Church. His father was one
of a long line of ministers at St. Luke’s
after the Reverend William Drew
Robeson and his family moved on to

Somerville in 1910.
Scheduled to participate in the April

5 service, which will be followed by a
reception, are Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim; former Westfield Fourth
Ward Councilman Donnell Carr, who
is Co-Chairman with Mr. Randall of
the Centennial Committee; Superin-
tendent of Westfield Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, and other local dignitar-
ies.

Representing the state will be Giles
R. Wright, Director of the Afro-Ameri-
can History Program for the New Jer-
sey Historical Commission, who is
helping to guide the local celebration
as well as programs elsewhere.

The centennial will be marked in
Princeton, Somerville, New Brunswick,
Newark and other locations.

Robeson biographer and longtime
associate, Lloyd L. Brown, will speak
at the Westfield Memorial Library on
the evening of Wednesday, April 8.
He is the author of “The Young Paul
Robeson: ‘On My Journey Now,’” a
biography published last year, and
“Iron City,” a novel.

Mr. Brown, 85, lives in New York
City and was a journalist and union
organizer many years ago. His speech
is scheduled for 8 p.m., and he will
speak the following evening, April 9,
at Raritan Valley Community College
in Branchburg.

He will also appear in Princeton,
and Ms. Robeson will participate in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Exxon Gains Zoning Board Nod
To Expand Station, Add Store

By RUSSELL R. WATKINS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Board of Adjustment on Mon-
day night approved the Exxon
Corporation’s plan to expand its exist-
ing gas station at the corner of South
and Central Avenues in Westfield.
The expansion will include the addi-
tion of two new gas pumping islands,
a Tiger Mart retail store, and a 15-foot
high free standing canopy.

Exxon had appeared before the
board on several different occasions
in an attempt to reconcile its proposed
improvements with town ordinances.
At Monday’s meeting, board mem-
bers and local citizens repeatedly
praised the company’s efforts to inte-
grate its new facility into Westfield’s
predominantly Colonial atmosphere.

Lawrence Markham, a Westfield
resident and nearby property owner,
hailed the new facility as an important
step towards achieving, “what the
town is trying to accomplish in the
area.”

Michael La Place, Executive Direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, praised Exxon for being,
“open and positive” to community
concerns.

In fact, Henry Ramer, a private attor-
ney hired by Exxon to represent it
before the board, told members that
the company has “bent over back-
wards to make this station fit into the
Westfield community.”

Mr. Ramer continued, “This is not
your typical Exxon station. It is some-
thing that local tastes have had a lot
of impact on.”

Situated on three lots, the redevel-
oped station will be red brick with a
mansard-style roof and gray shingles.
The lot along South Avenue will be
entirely devoted to landscaping, fur-
ther harmonizing the station into the
area.

Exxon officials also plan to elimi-
nate the seven driveways currently
existing at the site, and to replace them
with three new driveways, one on

South Avenue and two on Central
Avenue.

Company officials hope these new
driveways will create a more intelli-
gent flow of traffic in and out of the
station.

Exxon significantly altered its origi-
nal proposal for the site in order to win
board approval. The company origi-
nally proposed two, internally illumi-
nated signs, including a free-stand-
ing, 64-square-foot sign and a 32-
square-foot ground-mounted sign.

However, town ordinances forbid
internally lit signs, which means the
board would have had to grant the
company a variance for them.

The board refused to grant the nec-
essary variance for the internally illu-
minated signs, and required Exxon to
eliminate the larger of the two pro-
posed signs.

Exxon must light its signs exter-
nally. The smaller remaining sign will
be externally lit and will face Central
Avenue. It will replace a pre-existing

sign of the same size.
The greatest improvements to the

site will be the addition of a 15-foot
free standing canopy and a Tiger Mart
which will sell primarily pre-packaged

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Revised Café Ordinance Includes
Provision for Paper if Need Exists

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s revised town ordinance
regarding sidewalk cafés was passed
unanimously Tuesday night by the
Town Council after an amendment
was made to the code which will re-
quire operators to show a need in their
permit applications before gaining
council approval to use disposable
serviceware at outdoor tables.

If a café operator violates any pro-
vision of the ordinance, he or she will
be required to correct the violation
within 24 hours or face immediate re-
vocation of their license. Also, all
license renewals will now go before
the council. Previously, the Town Clerk
approved the requests.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim empha-
sized that the standard for the ordi-
nance will be non-disposable materi-
als.

Mayor Jardim and Laws and Rules
Committee Chairman Lawrence A.
Goldman, who represents the Third
Ward, have indicated the past few
weeks that the use of paper and other
disposable products was aimed at
creating a flexible code to include those

establishments that may not offer non-
disposable serviceware.

In addition to explaining why they
need to use disposable ware, opera-
tors will have to include a trash recep-
tacle in the detailed drawing of their
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Bud C. Boothe Donates Phone
In ‘Wireless at Work’ Program

WIRING WESTFIELD...Former Westfield Mayor Bud C. Boothe, second from
right, presents school crossing guard Delmonico Diamonte, center, with a
cellular phone as part of Bell Atlantic’s “Wireless at Work” program. Joining
in the presentation, left to right, are: Westfield Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti,
Bell Atlantic Representative Carl Lordi, First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, Gaile Boothe and Public Safety Officer, Sergeant Carl Geis.

Two weeks ago Westfield Council-
woman Gail S. Vernick introduced
Westfield to the new Bell Atlantic
“Wireless at Work” program and, she
said, it is receiving enthusiastic sup-
port from the community.

This program offers 9-1-1 cellular
phones to crossing guards for cases
of an emergency.

“The safety of our children is our
primary goal for this program,” stated
Councilwoman Vernick, Chairwoman
of the Town Council’s Public Safety
Committee.

Mrs. Vernick donated the first phone
to the cause.

“Due to the generous contribution
of our former Mayor and his wife, Bud
and Gail Boothe, and the matching gift
from Bell Atlantic, we now have four
phones for our crossing guards,” said
Councilwoman Vernick.

The additional phones were given
to Delmonico Diamonte, stationed at
South Avenue and Tuttle Parkway,
and Eugene Babenkow, stationed at
South Chestnut Street and St. Mark’s
Avenue.

In an effort to take advantage of the
current low interest rates, officials are
considering going out for a bond ref-
erendum, possibly as early as next
year, to address increasing enrollment.

Mr. Hertell noted that with the cur-
rent district debt service of $1.5 mil-
lion to be retired by the year 2001, the
district can issue a new bond with no
additional impact on taxpayers.

Dr. Rader noted that he has con-
tacted Town Administrator Edward
A. Gottko to inform him of the possi-
bility of such a referendum. Since the
town is considering its own bond
issue for an extensive road improve-
ment project, Dr. Rader said he told
the administrator that it would be best
not to put both bond questions be-
fore voters in the same year.

In terms of the bond referendum pro-
posed a few years ago to support the
district’s technology program, Dr. Rader
said the costs of this program are being
supported through the general appro-
priations in the school budgets.

He said officials decided not to go
out for a long-term bond since com-
puters and other equipment tradition-
ally have a short life span.

The existing bond dates back 12
years and was used to fund a number
of projects, most notably an upgrade
on the field house in Kehler Stadium
and the music room at Westfield High
School. Given that the bond was to
support some 100 projects, only two-
thirds of these have actually been
completed.

The current debt service equals 3.4
cents on $100 of assessed valuation
of a home.

The overall tax increase is seven
cents on $100 for the average home in
Westfield, which has an assessed
value of $174,000 — a number which
is 60 percent of its actual market value
of $290,000.

Last week, officials pointed to ris-
ing standardized test scores among
the district’s achievements the past
few years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roosevelt Intermediate School
eighth graders, for the first time in the
district’s history, were ranked first in
the county with students averaging
between 83 and 86 percent in the areas
of reading, mathematics and writing.
Edison Intermediate School students
scored between 72 and 82 percent.

Also on the rise are Scholastic As-
sessment Test (SAT) scores. Com-
bined mathematics and verbal scores
have risen some 40 points — to 1,127
last year. Westfield High School was
ranked first in Union County on the
mathematics portion of the test this
past year and second on the verbal
test.

Mr. Hertell pointed out that the dis-
trict has allocated increased funds for
staff training this year — a good por-
tion of that for the technology pro-
gram. He said a new reading program
at the elementary level is included in
the budget.

Citing the declining tax rate and per
pupil costs along with rising test
scores and other related student
achievements, Mr. Hertell responded
that, “If the community sees that what
you are really doing is a trend, they
won’t mind paying the taxes when
they see the results.”

Unlike last year, when the district
decided to seek a second question on
the election ballot to exceed the state
mandated cap, officials have decided
not to go down that road this year.

Voters approved both questions last
year, including the additional funding
of $1,594,505 in the second question,
which is being used to support pro-
grams such as the summer school, the
new intermediate school sports pro-
gram, capital outlay projects and the
automation of elementary school li-
braries.

The school board will hold a public
hearing before voting to adopt the
budget at its next meeting on Tues-
day, March 24, at 8 p.m. The tax levy
will go before voters on Tuesday,
April 21.

Rate of Budget, Tax Increases
On Decline; Enrollment Rising

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
• Police reported an apartment on

South Avenue West was burglarized and
$100 was missing.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
• An Edgar Road resident reported

that two credit cards were stolen from him
at a local recreation facility.

• An attempted armed robbery oc-
curred at a convenience store on North
Avenue East, according to police, during
which a man demanded money from the
cashier but left emptyhanded.

The suspect was described as a white
male, between 16 and 25 years old, 5 feet
and 8 inches tall, and wearing a black ski
mask, long-sleeved shirt and pants.

According to police, the suspect ap-
proached the counter, produced a black
handgun from his waistband and demanded
that the cashier fill a bag with money.

The cashier managed to call police, and
the suspect fled in an unknown direction
without taking the money, authorities
said. He has not been apprehended.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
• A Bradford Avenue resident reported

the theft of a cellular telephone from her
vehicle while it was parked in her driveway.

• A theft and forgery incident occurred
at a bank on North Avenue and East Broad
Street, according to police. Authorities
said an individual walked into the bank and
cashed a stolen check.

• Louis Patella, 40, of South Plainfield
was arrested and charged with shoplifting
at an Elm Street supermarket, according to
police. Bail was set at $275.

He was also arrested on outstanding
contempt of court warrants out of Harrison,
Kearny and Newark, authorities said. The
suspect was transported to the Union
County Jail.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
• Ava Yafchak, 30, and Carolyn Kean,

37, both of Edison, were arrested on Cen-
tral Avenue and each charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous substance,
according to police.

Yafchak was charged with possession
of suspected heroin and possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
Bail was set at $848.

She was also arrested on two outstand-
ing contempt of court warrants out of
South Plainfield, for which bail was set at
$330.

Kean was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
for which bail was set at $250. Both
suspects were released after posting bail.

• Police received a theft report con-
cerning money which was taken from
newspaper machines at the south side
train station and at South and Westfield
Avenues.

•  Amilcar Contreras, 35, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with being an
unlicensed driver after he was stopped for
a motor vehicle equipment violation, ac-
cording to police. Bail was set at $225.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
•  A Bernardsville man reported that his

wallet containing $15 in cash was stolen
from the lavatory of Temple Emanu-El on
East Broad Street.

• A Westfield woman reported that
someone broke several windows on her
1987 Buick on Rahway Avenue.

MONDAY, MARCH 9
 • An Elizabeth resident reported that

$29 in cash was stolen from her purse at
a care facility in town.

• Police received a report that 25 per-
sonal checks were stolen from a residence
on West Broad Street.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MARCH 2
• One hundred block of Central Av-

enue — oil burner malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Kimball

Avenue — alarm activation.
• Five hundred block of Hillcrest Av-

enue — alarm activation.
• Roselle Fire Headquarters — mutual

aid.
• Eight hundred block of Forest Av-

enue — service call.
TUESDAY, MARCH 3

• Fifteen hundred block of Boule-
vard — carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Five hundred block of Hillcrest Av-
enue — system malfunction.

• Twelve hundred block of Boulevard
— unintentional alarm.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street — oil spill.

• Four hundred block of Boulevard —
stove fire.

• One hundred block of Hardwick
Avenue — carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
• Two hundred block of North Euclid

Avenue — power line down.
• Eight hundred block of Embree Cres-

cent — unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Hardwick Av-

enue — carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
• Eight hundred block of Knollwood

Terrace — system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of Lynn Lane —

carbon monoxide detector.

• Seven hundred block of Boulevard
— vehicle fire.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
• Two hundred block of Springfield

Avenue — smoke scare.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street — smoke scare.
SATURDAY, MARCH 7

• Sixteen hundred block of Rahway
Avenue — unintentional alarm.

• Six hundred block of Benson Place —
carbon monoxide detector activation.

• Two hundred block of Midvale Ter-
race — hot water heater malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Knollwood
Terrace — lockout.

• Seven hundred block of St. Marks
Avenue — malicious false call.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
• Six hundred block of Fairfield Circle

— power line down.
• Two hundred block of St. Paul Street

— arcing wall switch.
• Three hundred block of Mountain

Avenue — hazardous condition.

• D.J. and H.A. Lysaght, to Joseph
and Jennifer J. Colamedici, 404 North
Chestnut Street, $205,000.

• D. and J. Green, to Steven J. Ricci and
Shari Roth-Ricci, 9 Floral Court, $567,500.

• S.L. and K.D. Barr, to Bronislaw and
Grazyna Procak, 111 Massachusetts
Street, $182,500.

Recent
Home Sales

AN IMPORTANT VOICE...The three winners of the “Voice of Democracy”
competition recently held at the Westfield High School, sponsored by the
Leonard J. Sanders Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 11467 in Westfield,
display the commemorative plaques and savings bonds they received from the
Post. Pictured, left to right, are: Rosalie Wallach, guidance counselor from the
high school, second place winner Rory Suggs, first place winner Amy Phillips
and her mother, third place winner Kate Richlin-Zach and her mother, and
Larry Smith, Chairman of the Voice of Democracy program at the Post.

proposed café.
Councilman Goldman said Tues-

day, however, that the town “should
never belittle the litter problem down-
town.” He said the community and
downtown merchants need to take a
“new look” at the litter problem as a
whole, rather than simply concentrat-
ing on a potential litter problem from
cafés.

Mayor Jardim said, in addressing
the downtown litter problem — which
he called one of his “peeves” — that
he has been promoting the “Adopt-a-
Road” program during his speaking
engagements before community or-
ganizations.

Several merchants came forward to
express their concerns regarding the
change that would allow disposable
materials at restaurants.

Susan Brand, of Brand Travel Ser-
vice on Quimby Street, said the down-
town does not need “any more litter
blowing in the wind in the central
business district.”

She suggested that the Mayor and
council assign the task of cleaning up
the downtown to the Department of
Public Works, adding that “litter has
become a way of life downtown” for
merchants.

Vicki Priscoe-Spurr, proprietor of
Backroom Antiques on Elm street,
said it was “just amazing” to her that
the council would consider changing
the ordinance as it applies to food
packaging and serviceware.

She said sidewalk cafés are “a good
idea when done the right way.”

Prior to voting in favor of the ordi-
nance, First Ward Councilwoman Gail
S. Vernick said she believes the re-
quirement to show a need for dispos-
able materials, coupled with the threat
of revocation of a license, gives the
ordinance the “check and balance”
needed for the town to address any
potential litter problem, while being
fair to restaurants who want to oper-
ate cafés.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., a member of the Laws and
Rules Committee, said the new code
“better reflects the type of establish-
ments and the type of business done
in Westfield by restaurants.”

In terms of increased litter, he indi-
cated the downtown is a concern of
his, referring to it as “our community
living room.” He said the one area
missing from the previous ordinance
was a “severe and swift” enforcement
mechanism for the town’s zoning of-
ficer who enforces the code.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a rate of $50 for the cost of
permits for the town’s bulky waste
curbside program, which is slated for
late April or early May.

Councilman Sullivan, who made one
last ditch effort to push for approval
of a rate of $45, in the end voted along
with his council colleagues in favor of
the ordinance.

Mr. Sullivan said he believes that
even if the town only sold 800 or so
permits — a drop from the average the
past few years of 1,000 — the town
would not lose money on the program
at the $45 rate.

Costs to the town include those
associated with the printing and mail-
ing of application forms to all house-

holds in town.
Public Works Committee Chairman

John J. Walsh, who represents the
Third Ward, said he feared that a drop
in permits could result in the town
losing money on the program, which
could doom its future. He noted the
$50 rate is $10 below last year.

First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, Chairman of the Solid
Waste Committee, noted that partici-
pation in the program could lessen as
residents have less garbage to throw
out. He said the council had to weigh
this factor in determining the revenue
needed from permit sales to pay for
the program.

The council also voted to approve
the designation of the Charles Marsh
House on Salter Place as an historic
building. The Colonial-era farm house
dates back to 1775 and was lived in by
four successive generations of the
Marsh family.

The house is now owned by Mr.
and Mrs. Theodore Alley. Mr. Alley is
a third cousin five times removed of
Charles Marsh, a veteran of the Revo-
lutionary War.

In approving the application for the
historic designation, the council
agreed to a modification of the origi-
nal ordinance which will enable the
Alleys or any future owners to subdi-
vide the property.

The Historic Review Commission
will place a notation and plaque on the
house to indicate its historic landmark
status.

The council also adopted an ordi-
nance which creates a pick-up and
drop-off area for vehicles in front of
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
on First Street. Drop-off times are 8
to 9 a.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on
school days.

Councilwoman Vernick, Chair-
woman of the Public Safety Commit-
tee, stressed the importance of par-
ents dropping off and picking up
their kids on First Street as opposed
to the Watterson Street side of the
school.

“The safety of our children is of
utmost concern,” she said.

The council also approved the
moving of an existing crosswalk
across from Westfield High School on
Rahway Avenue. The crosswalk will
be moved to the left of the Westfield
National Guard Armory parking lot —
with an additional crosswalk placed
across the end of the Armory drive-
way.

Mrs. Vernick said the change will
create a “safer procedure” for stu-
dents, who park in the Armory lot, to
cross Rahway Avenue.

Revised Café Ordinance Allows
Paper if Operators Show Need

snacks and beverages. Accord-
ing to Exxon estimates, the rede-
veloped station will attract 70 cars
per hour, up from the current 12.

No lotto tickets will be sold in
the Mart because of the board’s
concern that their sale would in-
crease the traffic even further.

Additional restrictions placed
on Exxon by the board include
limited station hours, a second
emergency exit to be added to the
rear of the Tiger Mart, and a pro-
hibition on left hand turns from
the station onto Central Avenue.

In addition, the board banned
Exxon signs from appearing on the
canopy and instead allowed only
two: one on the building and the
other being the 32-square-foot
ground mounted sign which will
face Central Avenue.

The board’s decision will be
memorialized at its next regularly
scheduled meeting on Monday,
April 13.

Exxon Gains Nod
For Tiger Mart Store
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programs in Princeton and Somerville.
The Westfield committee is gath-

ering memorabilia for display at the
town library, planning related events
for the public schools, and design-
ing a poster for exhibit at various
locations around town.

It is also seeking official approval
for installation of a temporary marker
at Downer and Osborne Streets, the
site of St. Luke’s Church, and for
state preservation status for the
building. The church’s cornerstone
was laid in 1908.

Robeson attended the old Wash-
ington School at Elm and Orchard
Streets and, as a 12-year-old, played
in some baseball games with the

Westfield High School team, exhibit-
ing early the athletic talent that would
win him an All-American ranking in
football at Rutgers College.

Research by the centennial com-
mittee has located the site where the
Robesons lived as the south side of
Watterson Street, formerly known as
Spring Street, where it intersects with
Rahway Avenue.

The site, adjoining the rear of Holy
Trinity Interparochial School, is now
a vacant lot owned by the Town of
Westfield.

Mayor Jardim, speaking at a Mar-
tin Luther King celebration in Febru-
ary, said he was “heartened” to learn
that the place where Robeson lived is
in the public domain and he indicated
that some effort might be made to
officially mark the site.

Mr. Carr said the centennial cel-
ebration should be instructive for a
new generation, especially in the ar-
eas of civil rights and the movement
that came to be known as “Black
Pride.”

“People like Dr. King and other
leaders acknowledged Paul
Robeson’s great contribution in in-
stilling pride in African-American
achievement, and we hope to convey
this sense of history to our young
people,” Mr. Carr said.
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Westfield to Pay Homage
To Activist Paul Robeson

REMEMBERING DR. SEUSS...Rachel Bradley’s first-grade class at Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield recently celebrated the completion of their
author study of Dr. Seuss by painting their own “Cat in the Hat” shirts and
eating “Green Eggs and Ham.”

Lisa Tobelmann Cited
On Dean’s Honor List
Lisa M. Tobelmann of Westfield, a

sophomore at Houghton College in
Houghton, New York, is among those
students who were named to the
Dean’s Honor List for the 1997 fall
semester.

All students on the list have earned
a grade point average of 3.75 or higher
and are carrying full-time course loads
of at least 12 credit hours.

New  Treatment Has Success
Fighting Respiratory Virus
Babies born prematurely and chil-

dren with chronic lung conditions are
susceptible to common respiratory
viruses.

These children, according to Dr.
Sharon Burke, Director of the Chronic
Illness Program at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH), are at risk for
contracting one of the most common
of these viruses, Respiratory Syncy-
tial Virus (RSV).

There is no single shot to prevent
RSV, but there is preventive treatment
known as Respigam and it is available
at CSH and a handful of other New
Jersey hospitals.

According to Dr. Burke, flu-like
symptoms of RSV infection may in-
clude wheezing, nasal congestion,
rapid breathing, cough, irritability,
poor feeding, sluggishness, fever and
faintness. Each year, RSV causes
90,000 hospitalizations and 4,500 in-
fant deaths nationwide.

At highest risk, Dr. Burke said, are
premature infants and children under
2 years of age, who have a chronic
pulmonary disorder known as Bron-
chopulmonary Dysplasia (BPD).
These children, she explained, have
severely weakened or damaged lungs
and are, therefore, highly susceptible
to respiratory infections which can
worsen resulting in pneumonia and

ventilator dependency, or even death.
Dr. Burke administered Respigam

to patients at Children’s Specialized
for the first time last year, focusing
primarily on children with BPD and
those who are ventilator dependent.
Respigam was given intravenously
over a two-to-four-hour period once
per month to inpatients and outpa-
tients from November through April.

Parents of children at risk are urged
to contact Children’s Specialized to
find out more about Respigam. Fur-
ther information may be obtained by
calling (908) 233-3720, Extension No.
5440.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Power Squadron
Receives Grant

The Northern New Jersey Power
Squadron has received a $974 grant
from the Exxon Volunteer Involvement
Fund. The grant was presented to the
Squadron Commander, Joseph L.
Cook of West Caldwell.

The grant covers the purchase of
computing equipment and marker
boards for use by the Squadron.

Arrangements for the grant were
made by Gordon D. Specht of West-
field, an Exxon retiree, who serves as
a celestial navigation instructor for
the squadron.

Westfield Students
Earn Dean’s Award

At Colgate University
Two local students were recently

named recipients of the Dean’s Award
for academic excellence during the fall
semester at Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York.

To be eligible for the Dean’s Award,
a student much achieve a 3.30 or higher
average while carrying a full course
load.

Laura Sweeney, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Sweeney of
Westfield, is a 1997 graduate of
Westfield High School.

She is concentrating in biology at
Colgate, where she is a member of the
Class of 2001.

Courtney Norris Bender, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bender of
Westfield, is a 1995 graduate of
Westfield High School.

She is concentrating in psychol-
ogy and elementary education at
Colgate, where she is a member of the
Class of 1999.
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