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Insurance Switch Is Cited
As Beneficial All Around

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has announced that it has
switched its insurance coverage for county
employees to First Option Health Plan.

�We are satisfied that the First Op-
tion Health Plan will be beneficial to
Union County employees and provide
significant savings to the county,� said
Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari.

On January 26, Mr. Scutari post-
poned sponsoring the resolution switch-
ing coverage from PruCare because of
reports that First Option canceled sched-
uled surgeries for plan participants.

�The company explained its position
and assured us that such incidents would
not happen to Union County employ-
ees,� he said.

He referred to reports that the man-
aged care company attempted to cut the
pay of anesthesiologists by 20 percent,
which resulted in canceled surgery for
patients in North Jersey.

�We absolutely would not sacrifice
quality health care to save money,� he
said.

By changing insurance coverage,
Union County could save more than
$800,000 in property and health insur-
ance premiums while its employees
will benefit from better medical cover-
age, county officials maintained.

The resolution saves $700,000 �
about 19.4 percent � in health insur-
ance premiums over two years. More
than $100,000 will be saved by having
Hartford Insurance Company insure
county property for 14 months, accord-
ing to the Freeholder board.

The county�s Citizens Insurance Re-

view Committee � to which Mr. Scutari
is the Freeholder Laision � compared
monthly premiums and their coverage
for 424 policies, which include those
for singles, husbands and wives, par-
ents and children and families.

Under PruCare, they cost $174,505, or
$2,094,064 annually. However, expanded
coverage under the First Option Health
Plan is $140,639 a month, for $1,687,671
a year. The annual savings is $406,392.
CIRC also rated the First Option Health
Plan superior in nine of 14 categories.

Additionally, the First Option Health
Plan guarantees that second-year rates
will increase no more than 6 percent.
That means that even if PruCare premi-
ums were to stay the same and First
Option�s went up, the county would
still save approximately $300,000, ac-
cording to the Freeholders.

Westfielders Included
On Fall Dean�s List

At Boston University
Alisha H. Kolski, and Heather J.

Schwartz, both of Westfield, were re-
cently named to the Dean�s List at
Boston University for the fall semester.

The university, with an enrollment
of nearly 30,000 students in its 15
schools and colleges, offers courses
in the liberal arts, a broad range of
programs in the arts, engineering,
science and professional areas, and
state-of-the-art facilities for teach-
ing and research.

County �Committed� to Helping
Towns Reduce Utilities Costs

Union County government is con-
tinuing its efforts to lower electric and
natural gas rates, a result of energy
deregulation, by helping municipali-
ties collectively negotiate the best deals
with utility companies.

�Union County government is com-
mitted to lower costs. One of the ways
it has achieved them is through the
sharing of services with the 21 munici-
palities,� said Freeholder Chairman
Daniel Sullivan during a recent speech
to approximately 70 municipal, county
and state officials, as well as business
leaders at a conference on energy de-
regulation at the Gateway Institute for
Regional Development at Kean Uni-
versity in Union Township.

�The deregulation of these utilities is
yet another opportunity to share services
and reduce energy costs throughout the
county,� he said, adding that the open
market will also enable the county to
create an energy master plan. �By work-
ing together we can maximize taxpayer
savings even more.�

To expedite collective negotiating for
natural gas and electric rates, Freeholder
Sullivan explained that Union County
has applied for a $25,000 grant from the
state Department of Community Affairs
to study utility use among the municipali-
ties and to compile data to put together
utilities plans.

The conference, sponsored by three

Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Gateway Institute �
formed in 1997 to meet the economic,
social, cultural and educational chal-
lenges of the emerging global commu-
nity � focused on the benefits of deregu-
lation while encouraging the banding
together of several towns to become one,
large customer.

Freeholder Sullivan said that, by com-
bining utilities in public buildings (in-
cluding schools), between 5 and 10
percent could be saved on electric costs,
while the savings on natural gas could
be between 7and 12 percent. More than
$1 million could be saved in seven
years.

�The savings could be used to pro-
vide more services and programs, or
even to cut taxes,� he said.

Freeholder Sullivan said that after
municipalities provide information on
energy use and costs, Union County
will compile and evaluate the figures
before implementing a collective pur-
chasing plan.

�We understand the fiscal pressures
local officials are under to provide the
best services for the lowest amount of
taxpayer dollars. We also realize that
local governments are not equipped to
deal with the complexities of the energy
industry,� he said. �Union County has
the expertise to negotiate genuine,
across-the-board savings.�

Folk Art Grant Applications
From State Due by April 13

The Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, Department of Eco-
nomic Development, has announced that
a folk art apprenticeship grant program is
being offered by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts (NJSCA).

The NJSCA has established the Folk
Arts Program which will provide support
for both artists and activities of New
Jersey�s ethnic, regional and occupational
communities.

�This is a wonderful opportunity for
the many cultural groups in Union County
to further promote and teach the signifi-
cance and value of their heritage,� stated
Union County Freeholder Mary P.
Ruotolo, Liaison to the Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board.

In order to encourage communities to
continue passing on their traditional arts
and to provide greater support for the folk
artists who perform them for the commu-
nity, the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, with the assistance of the National
Endowment for the Arts, is offering grants
for Folk Arts Apprenticeships.

These grants provide stipends to ap-
prentices so that they can pay master folk
artists to help them develop their skills in
traditional folk arts and crafts. The grants
range between $1,000 and $3,000. Poten-
tial apprentices and the master folk artists
they wish to work with apply as a team and
complete a form giving information on
their backgrounds, their funds, their plans
to work together and their art form.

They must also provide support mate-
rials that show their level of skill.

Apprentices must be full-time residents
of New Jersey and must be at least 15
years old. Applications will be evaluated

on the following criteria: excellence of the
master, preparation and commitment of
the apprentice, shared cultural heritage of
the team, traditionality and significance
of the art form within the community,
adequacy of the work plan and appropri-
ateness of the funding request.

The deadline for applications is Mon-
day, April 13. For information or an appli-
cation, please call the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
(908) 558-2550 or Rita Moonsammy at
the New Jersey State Council on the Arts
at (609) 292-6130. TTY relay users should
call (800) 852-7899.

Fanwood Library Sets
Kids Storytime Programs

The Fanwood Memorial Library
Children�s Department has announced
new Family Storytime for Mondays,
March 16, 23 and 30, starting at 6 p.m.

The programs will last between 20
and 30 minutes. Children three years old
or younger must be accompanied by an
adult in the Story Room.

A parent or caregiver must be present
in the children�s area for any child par-
ticipating in the program. All parents are
welcome in the Story Room and no reg-
istration is necessary for children par-
ticipating.

A Storytime for School Age Children,
for those youngsters at least in Kinder-
garten, will be offered on Tuesday after-
noons at 3:30 p.m. for 20 minutes on
March 10, 17, 24 and 31. No registration
is necessary.


