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Jefferson School Parents
Learn Effective Strategies

A GOOD �CHAT��Parents from Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield
recently discussed techniques for building students� self esteem during an
informal discussion called �Chat with the Principal.� Pictured, left to right, are
Noreen Lund, Jorden Schiff, Principal of Jefferson School, Carol Gerson,
Maureen Mazzarese, Donna Marra and Gloria White-James.

At a recent �Chat with the Princi-
pal,� Jefferson Elementary School
parents learned about effective
parenting strategies and building self-
esteem in children.

Guest speakers at the event were
Carol Gerson and Gloria White-
James, Edison Intermediate School
guidance counselors, and Maureen
Mazzarese, a student assistance coun-

selor at Westfield High School.
�Chats with the Principal� consist

of informal discussions on topics of
importance to the Jefferson School
community.

These topics are based on subjects
selected through a parent survey in
the beginning of the school year. The
�Chats� precede all Parent Teacher
Organization meetings.

Community Invited to Donate
Books for Library Friends� Sale

As a prelude to the area�s largest
book sale, the Friends of the West-
field Memorial Library has sched-
uled donation days at the Program
Room of the library.

Those wishing to donate books
may bring them to that site on Thurs-
day, March 27, and Friday, March
28, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or on
Monday, March 30, from 9 a.m. to
noon.

Hard copies and paperbacks are
sought for the sale. Donors are asked
not to bring textbooks, damaged
books, condensed books, tapes or
records.

An estimated 30,000 books will be
on sale beginning Tuesday, March
31, with a members� preview from 9
a.m. to noon and a general sale from
1 to 9 p.m. The sale will continue on
Wednesday, April 1, and Thursday,
April 2, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

On Friday, April 3, the Friends
will hold a half-price day from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

Bag Day is slated for Sunday, April
4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For $3,
patrons can fill a grocery bag with
books.

Close to 100 volunteers will sort
the books, shelve them and assist
with sales and cashier duties. Last
year, the sale netted $19,000; the
funds of which are used to provide
books, services and equipment for
the library.

Ed Orlando and Anne Arkel are
serving as co-chairmen for the Friends
26th annual sale. Others on the Plan-
ning Committee are: Ann Robinson
and Martie Myers, coordinators of
volunteers; Eleanor Senus, Treasurer;
Jane Curtis and Nancy Yoder, adver-
tising; Tina Lesher, publicity, and
Barbara Abeles, hospitality.

TAKING THE READING PLEDGE...Elizabeth Shlala Leo, an academic
coach at the Score! Educational Center on East Broad Street in Westfield,
reads with Westfielders Patrick Conlon and Alfredo Prada at Score�s �Read-
ing and Sharing� party. The event was held across the country as part of the
National Education Association�s Read Across America project marking Dr.
Seuss� birthday on March 2.

Enrichment Center Offers
SAT II Preparation Course
The Enrichment Center of West-

field will offer intensive preparation
classes for the SAT II (Scholastic
Assessment Test) tests offered by the
College Board on Saturday, June 6.

�These tests are subject specific,
and are similar to the former achieve-
ment tests,� stated Elaine Sigal, one
of the owners of The Enrichment
Center.

Four-week, eight-hour classes for
the SAT II are being offered in biol-
ogy (molecular and general), chem-
istry, writing, history (United States
and world), foreign languages and
math.

The center recommends that nine-
and 10th-graders take the biology or
chemistry tests.

�It is important for students to take
these subject tests at the end of the
school year in which they have taken
the subject. Many colleges require
students to submit scores for three of
the SAT II tests in addition to their
SAT I test scores,� said Ms. Sigal.

All of these courses will be taught
by qualified experienced teachers.
Each class is limited to eight stu-
dents to maximize the learning ex-
perience.

The two-hour classes will run on
Sundays, April 26, May 3, May 17
and May 31. Students may choose
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. or 7:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m.

Students who wish to take two
classes can be accommodated by at-
tending both morning and evening
sessions. If the times or dates of the
classes are not convenient, a class
can be created with a minimum of
four students, said Ms. Sigal.

The Enrichment Center also can
set up private tutoring sessions.

To enroll for the SAT II prepara-
tion classes, please call (908) 654-
0110. The cost of the eight-hour SAT
II Preparation Class is $225.

Early enrollment has been strong.
Students should register soon to be
assured of a place in the class of their
choice.

Review classes for the SAT II will
also be offered in September and
October for students taking the test
in November.

The Enrichment Center is located
at in the rear if the second floor at 424
Central Avenue in Westfield.

�Y� Sponsoring Trip
To Botanical Garden

For 60-and-Better Set�
The Westfield �Y� will sponsor a

trip to the New York Botanical Gar-
den on Tuesday, April 7, for the
�Sixty and Better Set.�

The day will begin with a docent-
led tour of the Enid A. Haupt Conser-
vatory to explore a �World of Plants,�
from tropical rain forests to deserts.

The featured exhibit will be the
Gardens of Charleston, South Caro-
lina. Following a plated lunch at the
new Garden Cafe, operated by Abigail
Kirsch, there will be unescorted free
time.

Some of the optional exhibits in-
clude the T.H. Everett Rock Garden,
the Spring Flower Exhibition and
the Thekla E. Johnson Orchid Ter-
rarium.

The fee for the trip is $65 per
person. The price includes round-
trip transportation from the West-
field �Y,� admission fee and lunch.

Reservations can be made to the
Westfield �Y,� located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield. No refunds will
be issued unless the person�s spot can
be sold.

For more information, please con-
tact Karen Simon at (908) 233-2700.

Women�s Group Offers
Tax Filing Program

Women for Women has announced
that a new tax filing program is
offered at its new office at 511 North
Avenue in Garwood.

Meira Findel, an accountant, will be
available to assist women during this
tax season. The program will run until
Tuesday, April 14. There is no charge
for qualifying women to participate
but donations are appreciated.

To schedule an appointment, please
call Women for Women at (908) 232-
5787.

Women for Women is a private,
non-profit organization in Union
County. It provides self-help service
and professional counseling for
women in crisis and transition.

Nature Club Meeting
Scheduled at Trailside
The Summit Nature Club will meet

on Thursday, March 19, at 7:45 p.m.,
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center, located on Coles Avenue and
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

Dave Womer, President of Back to
Nature, will present the program,
titled �Reptiles and Amphibians,�
which will explore the lives and leg-
ends of these creatures.

A �Birding for Beginners� field
trip will be held on Saturday, April 4,
from 8 a.m. to noon. Participants will
meet at the Wildlife Observation Cen-
ter on Long Hill Road in the Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge.

�McMania� to Benefit
Local Music Programs
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-

sic Department has announced that
�March McMania� will take place at
McDonald�s on Route No. 22, West,
in Scotch Plains, to benefit the music
department.

Customers are encouraged to men-
tion that they support the music de-
partment when placing their orders
on any Wednesday between 4 and 8
p.m., according to a spokeswoman
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
sic Boosters Association, Inc.

McDonald�s will give 20 percent
of these sales to benefit Scotch Plains-
Fanwood music programs.

Women�s Group Lists
Financial Forum Date
Women for Women of Union

County will host a seminar entitled
�Financial Planning for Women� on
Wednesday, March 18, at 7:30 p.m.,
at 511 North Avenue in Garwood.

For information, please call Women
for Women at (908) 232-5787 or Faye
Varsolona at (800) 526-4931.

Upcoming SP-FHS Craft Show
To Benefit Alumni Association
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Alumni Association and the
Student Leadership Conference will
sponsor a Craft Show on Saturday,
April 4, at the high school.

The alumni association was started
four years ago to promote and en-
courage scholarship, leadership, edu-
cation, and fellowship between stu-
dents and alumni.

The Alumni Association set up a
scholarship fund and also helps and
promotes activities such as the Re-
naissance Program at the high school.
The proceeds from the Craft Show
will go toward their project funds.

The Student Leadership Confer-
ence consists of approximately 12
students from each grade level who

are selected to participate in a three-
day leadership training program. The
students are not asked to pay for their
participation in the program so pro-
ceeds from the craft show will go
towards the expenses of the program.

The show will feature crafters from
New Jersey and Pennsylvania dis-
playing and selling a wide variety of
hand-made craft items. A light break-
fast and lunch will be available and
there will be a cake sale and face
painting for the youngsters, as well
as a special visit from the Easter
Bunny. Pictures will be taken during
the show with the Easter Bunny

For more information about the show
or becoming a vendor, please call (908)
322-5863 or (908) 813-8603.

Holy Trinity Places
Three Essay Winners
In Local DAR Contest
The Westfield Chapter Daughters

of The American Revolution (DAR)
have announced the winners of its
annual essay contest. Three of those
winners are from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield.

The winners were: first place, sixth
grade, Mora Jimeniz; first Place,
eighth grade, Joe Serzan, and second
place, eighth grade, Tara Behr.

Joe Serzan has also placed second
in the state for eighth graders. This
marks Joe�s second DAR state-wide
win.

Donation by Merrill Lynch
To Benefit Local Foundation

FOR THE FUTURE�First Vice President Alan Deombeleg, right, presents a
check for $1,000 from Merrill Lynch�s Westfield office to Tom Phelan, a
trustee of the Westfield Foundation. The donation, made as part of Merrill
Lynch�s worldwide philanthropic program, will go towards the foundation�s
Unrestricted Fund, to benefit local programs and projects.

The Westfield office of Merrill Lynch
is donating $1,000 to the Unrestricted
Fund of the Westfield Foundation, a
company spokesman has revealed.

Local company employees are also
committed to increasing their volunteer

efforts within the community as part of
the firm�s worldwide philanthropic pro-
gram marking its recent milestone of $1
trillion in client assets.

To commemorate this benchmark,
the Merrill Lynch Foundation has com-
mitted more than $5 million in support
to charities benefiting children and fami-
lies around the world, the company
spokesman said.

�We are proud, as well as grateful,�
said Alan C. Deombeleg, First Vice
President, �and we have decided to
celebrate by giving something back to
our community.

�Since children and their families
represent the future, we thought it would
be particularly appropriate to make them
the beneficiaries,� Mr. Deombeleg
added.

The income from this fund, as well as
other financial sources, is used each
quarter to provide grants to worthwhile
community programs, according to
Elizabeth Chance, Executive Director
of the Westfield Foundation.


