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VALENTINE VISITORS…Three troops of Girl Scouts from Coles Elementary
School, pictured above, recently visited Ashbrook Nursing Home in Scotch
Plains as a joint service project. Daisy Troop No. 337 prepared bookmarks and
Valentines for the residents. First-grade Brownie Troop No. 935 made placemats,
while third graders in Brownie Troop No. 52 made wooden heart pins for the
residents to wear. The Brownie troops also baked treats to share with the
residents and staff. All three troops sang for the residents as well.

Joanne Rajoppi to Speak
At Genealogists Meeting

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
will speak on the topic, “Tracking
Your Ancestors by Their Deeds, Wills
and Other Documents,” for the Ge-
nealogical Society of the West Fields’
meeting on Thursday, March 12, from
1 until 3 p.m. in the Program Room of
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

“Ms. Rajoppi has a distinguished
and impressive record of community
service at township, county, state and
national levels. She is an acclaimed
writer with experience in journalism
as a staff writer, editor and teacher,
interested in promoting and develop-
ing gifted and talented programs edu-
cationally,” explained Publicity Chair-
woman for the society, Margaret J.
Stephens.

After service in Springfield on the
Board of Education and Township
Council, Ms. Rajoppi was a Chair-
woman and member of the Union
County Board of Freeholders. She was
a member of the national Presidential
Commission on Scholars, selecting
and honoring outstanding high school
seniors with emphasis on arts recog-
nition.

Ms. Rajoppi was Assistant Secre-
tary of State for New Jersey, from
1981 to 1982. In 1984 she was elected
Register of Deeds and Mortgages for
Union County, an office which was
merged in April, 1996 into the Office
of County Clerk by state legislation
signed by Governor Christine Todd
Whitman.

As Register, her responsibilities in-
cluded recording and filing land docu-
ments of the 21 municipalities in
Union County. Duties of the County
Clerk include registry of business and
trade names, passport application pro-
cessing, issuing Alcohol Beverage
Control identification cards; primary,
general, regular and special school
board elections, along with devising
and sending sample ballots.

Altogether, 33 types of documents
are processed under her auspices.

The merger of the two offices’
records for central access, cross train-
ing of staff and the reorganization of
space was completed as scheduled.
The goal was to have four separate
offices: Elections, Recordings and two
sections of the Business Office —
spatially centralized in a single loca-
tion.

An advantage of consolidation is
the reduction of visits to a central

source, adding to the convenience of
systematic searching by genealogists,
as well as others, who need access to
important documents

Ms. Rajappi was honored last year
when presented by the Women’s Po-
litical Caucus with the “Mary
Philbrook” Award, in memory of a
New Jersey attorney who promoted
the women’s equality movement.

The award was given to Ms. Rajoppi
for her work in politics and govern-
ment for enhancing and strengthening
the well-being of women.

Last fall, Ms. Rajoppi was elected
and installed for her second consecu-
tive year as County Clerk Section
Head for this state’s counties in the
County Officers Association of New
Jersey.

The meeting is open to the public at
no charge, and refreshments will be
served. Additional details about this
meeting, or the Genealogical Society
of the West Fields, may be obtained
from Fred Bollinger, President, at
(908) 232-6419.

SPBPA’s ‘Spring Fling’
Scheduled for March 20

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
will hold its annual “Spring Fling”
dinner dance at Snuffy’s Pantagis
on Friday, March 20.

This year, proceeds from the event

will go towards the SPBPA Business
Student Scholarship Fund.

The evening includes a cocktail
hour starting at 7:30 p.m., a sit-
down dinner, five-hour open bar,
disk jockey, dancing and silent auc-
tion of products and services from
local business owners and profes-
sionals.

The cost for the evening is $50
per person and reservations may
be made by calling Lisa Mohn at
Apple Blossom Flower shop at
(908) 322-4999.

Anyone who cannot attend the
event but would like to make a dona-
tion to the SPBPA Scholarship Fund
or to the silent auction may send
their donation to SPBPA care of
Apple Blossom Flower Shop, 381
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

All SPBPA members and non-
members, as well as the general
public, are invited to attend the event.

Junior Woman’s Club
To Hold Grand Auction

Benefit for Make-A-Wish
The 19th annual Junior Woman’s

Club of Westfield’s Grand Auction
will be held at the Forest Lodge in
Warren on Friday, March 6.

Among the slate of items to be
auctioned are travel accommodations
in Rome, Milan, Frankfurt and St.
Thomas, as well as destinations
around the United States.

Other items include dinners and
entertainment. In addition, there will
be a silent auction for more items.

This year’s auction will benefit
the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
New Jersey. Make-A-Wish is cel-
ebrating its 115th year in New
Jersey granting nearly 2,000
wishes. Last year the Junior
Woman’s Club was able to donate
over $8,400 to the charity recipi-
ent, with past auctions totaling
over $150,000 in donations.

The preview will begin tomorrow
at 7 p.m. with the auction starting at
8 p.m. For ticket information, direc-
tions to the Forest Lodge or a Grand
Auction item program book, please
stop by Rorden’s Realty on Elm Sheet
or call the Junior Woman’s Club at
(908) 245-5373.

Ernest Winter to Be Feted
At Red Cross Chapter Gala
Lifelong Westfield resident Ernest

Winter, who will celebrate his 96th
birthday on Tuesday, March 10, is liv-
ing proof that volunteerism is not a
thing of the past.

Still active in community service, he
will be honored later this month by the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the
American Red Cross. A chapter
spokeswoman revealed that Mr. Win-
ter has 82 years of community service
under his belt.

Mr. Winter will be presented with
the first “Angel on Earth” award dur-
ing the chapter’s 80th Anniversary
Gala, to be held on Saturday, March
21, at the Plainfield Country Club in
Edison.

The award will be presented to the
man known as the “quintessential vol-
unteer” by George Gatesy, Chairman
of the gala.

Mr. Winter has been recognized by
the Rotarians, as the 1992 Humanitar-
ian of the Year; the Masons, of which
he is a 50-year member, and the United
Way of Union County, which named
him Volunteer of the Year in 1986.

He has also been recognized by the
United Fund of Westfield, which pre-
sented him with a special award of
appreciation in 1985.

After a distinguished 44-year career
in the insurance field, Mr. Winter, also
known as “Mr. Red Cross,” found his
second calling when his wife asked
him to help out by driving cars for the
organization.

He subsequently updated fund-rais-
ing methods and doubled the chapter’s
revenue after the first year of his per-
sonalized direct mail campaign, ex-
plained the chapter spokeswoman.

Mr. Winter, who served as Chair-
man from 1972 to 1974, served in
various finance and budget capacities
for years, the spokeswoman said.

Chapter volunteers and staff look
forward to Tuesday mornings when
Mr. Winter, described by his colleagues
as a visionary and tireless worker, ap-
pears like clockwork, revealed the
chapter spokeswoman.

“His dedication has been the driving
force for this chapter, that depends
greatly on private donors to sustain
their many people-helping-people pro-
grams,” said the spokeswoman.

A 1920 graduate of Westfield High
School, Mr. Winter is the son of Will-
iam H. Winter, whose family settled in
Westfield in 1876.

He is a lifetime member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield,

and served on its board and finance
committee for several years.

Mr. Winter and his wife, Jackie, spend
countless hours in volunteer service,
explained the chapter spokeswoman. In
their leisure time they enjoy visits with
family members from Boston.

Mr. Winter has lamented that there
are fewer and fewer volunteers avail-
able these days, especially among dual-
income families. If he could change
anything, he would like to see more
people have time to give back to the
community, said the chapter spokes-
woman.

The gala dinner-dance and silent
auction will feature an appearance by
the original Drifters, a popular musical
group of the 1950s and 1960s, who
will perform two shows during the
event.

Tickets are available for the gala at
$175 each. The chapter is offering an
80th anniversary commemorative pin
for a $5 donation.

For more information on the event
or on how to celebrate the anniversary
during March, which is American Red
Cross Month, please call the chapter
office at (908) 232-7090.

The chapter’s e-mail address is
redcross@westfieldnj.com. The web
site address is: westfieldnj.com/
redcross.

Public Invited to Attend
Meeting This Saturday

On School Budget
A public information session

to review the tentative 1998-
1999 Westfield public school
budget is scheduled for Satur-
day, March 7, from 10 a.m. to
noon in the Board Room of the
Administration Building at 302
Elm Street.

The public is invited to attend
and to participate in the review.


