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wide fund that would be available to
counties and authorities like the
UCUA to help them reduce the debt
on solid waste burners.

This money could either be used to
retire the debt directly or to provide
monies to subsidize down the rate “so
that they could compete in the open
market” and charge a rate to suffi-
ciently repay outstanding incinera-
tor debt.

The legislation, which contains two
components, would provide a 50 per-
cent funding match by the state of the
total outstanding state-wide incin-
erator debt, estimated at $1.6 billion,
and a 6 percent assessment on all
gross revenues of municipalities who
institute their municipal garbage col-
lection system, as well on all the
revenues of solid waste transfer sta-
tions, resource recovery facilities
(known as incinerators) and landfills
in the state.

This fund could be assessed annu-
ally by counties but only upon ap-
proval of the director state Division
of Governmental Services.

In commenting on the package
of legislation, each of which was
sponsored by Assemblyman John
E. Rooney of Bergen County,
Chairman of the Assembly Solid
Waste and Hazardous Commit-
tee, Freeholder Stender responded
that a “one size fits all (approach)
is not going to help us (Union
County).”

She noted that the county is “very
close” to solving its waste crisis by
finalizing the lease of the incinera-
tor.

In a related matter, the board passed
a resolution enabling the utilities
authority to make an application to
the Commissioner of the state De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion for the 1997 Solid Waste Ser-
vices Tax Fund entitlement of
$416,633.

The application is for the UCUA
special collections for household spe-
cial waste, used motor oil, motor oil
filters and batteries, curbside house-
hold special waste collection and
collection of latex paint.

In other business, the Freeholder
adopted an ordinance increasing the
number of members of the Union
County Improvement Authority from
five to nine members.

Prior to the adoption of the ordi-
nance, the authority was under the
control of Republicans. Chairman
for the authority this year is Gregory
S. McDermott, a town councilman in
Westfield.

The board also honored members
of the Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee. The sec-
ond annual parade will begin with
ceremonies starting at noon on Sat-
urday, March 14, at Morris and
Stuyvesant Avenues in Union Town-
ship. The actual parade will begin
at 1 p.m.

Freeholders Oppose Assembly
Bills Addressing  Waste Disposal
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County Sheriff’s Office
Opens Operations Center

NEWEST ADDITION...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich cuts the ribbon
to the new Security Control Center, as former Freeholder Henry W. Kurz, left,
and Freeholder Donald Goncalves join in the ceremony.

The Union County Sheriff’s office
held the dedication of its new Security
Control Center on January 29.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich was joined
by Freeholder Donald Goncalves and
former Freeholder Henry W. Kurz,
along with members of the Union
County judiciary, Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan and Chief Richard Mannix,
President of the Union County Police
Chief’s Association, and other invited
guests.

Planning for the new control center
began back in 1996. The old control
center was designed 10 years earlier,
but service demands led to its obsoles-
cence.

The ever-increasing level of activity
within the Trial Court System as well

as the unprecedented numbers of visi-
tors to the complex, over 1,000,000
per year, pointed to a need for addi-
tional space and more sophisticated
security operations.

Construction began in March, 1996.
M&M Construction of Elizabeth was
the general contractor.

The new Operations Center is a
3,400-square foot complex that con-
sists of a Command Center, public
waiting area, and male and female
locker rooms. The Control Center,
which comes under the direction of
Undersheriff Joseph Brennan, is the
central nervous system of the Sheriff’s
Court Operations.

The center is staffed by a Captain, a
Lieutenant and a Sergeant. This con-
centration of superior officers is neces-
sary because the complexity of the
functions, the time constraints that re-
quire prompt decisions and the vol-
ume of radio and telephonic traffic,
said Sheriff Froehlich.

There are 63 television monitors
located in the Control Center. These
monitors are connected to cameras in
all the courtrooms, high traffic public
corridors, waiting areas and the court-
house perimeter.

The monitors are also tied into a
duress system in the courts. This
alarms system can be activated from
any number of remote locations. The
alarm is transmitted to an enunciator
panel that identifies the location of the
alarm.

The Control Center Supervisor dis-
patches additional officers to the inci-
dent while the cameras videotape the
incident.

The Control Center also serves as
the communications hub for officers
assigned to the courts, transportation
and building security units. The
Sheriff ’s Court Security Division
moves over 30,000 inmates each year;
the Transportation Unit transports
3,000 inmates to state institutions, hos-
pitals, municipal courts and other ex-
ternal locations, while the officers as-
signed to building security screen over
1 million visitors to the Court House
Complex.

Field officers call in for warrant
checks or assistance while the Control
Center supervisor can dispatch staff to
meet situations as they arise.

Sheriff Froehlich said the construc-
tion cost of this state-of-the-art facility
was $250,000. This project is part of
an overall plan to renovate the Union
County Court House.

UCC to Host Raritan Valley
College Planetarium Director
Union County College will host Jerry

Vinski, Director of the planetarium at
Raritan Valley Community College in
North Branch, during the monthly
meeting of Amateur Astronomers Inc.
(AAI), at 8 p.m. on Friday, March 20,
in the Roy W. Smith Theater at the
Campus Center of the college’s Cran-
ford campus.

He will speak on “A New View of
the Planets.” AAI, a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to education and re-
search in amateur astronomy, is based
at the college’s Sperry Observatory.

An avid amateur astronomer in ad-
dition to his position at Raritan Valley,
Mr. Vinski will compare old and new
photographs of the solar system. Many
of his photos are from the Hubble
Space Telescope and include models
that demonstrate the scale, size and
distance of the planets.

Following Mr. Vinski’s lecture, visi-

tors are invited to cross the campus to
the observatory, where they can view
celestial phenomena through two high-
powered telescopes.

Those interested in further informa-
tion should call either (908) 709-7520
or (908) 276-STAR.

Program to Offer Training
In Small Business Operation
Union County College (UCC), in

cooperation with the Union County
Economic Development Corporation,
will co-sponsor the annual Entrepre-
neurial Training Institute from 6 to 9
p.m. beginning on Wednesday, March
11, at the college’s Plainfield Cam-
pus.

The program is designed to pro-
vide new and prospective small busi-
ness owners with tips on how to
establish and maintain a successful
operation, according to a UCC
spokeswoman. It will continue each
Wednesday through April 15.

Provided by the ETI Consortium,
the Entrepreneurial Training
Institute’s curriculum combines train-
ing, ongoing technical assistance,
and financing to qualified entrepre-
neurs who are interested in creating
a business plan and operating a busi-
ness.

Interested individuals are encour-
aged to attend the first session, where
a personality self-analysis will be
conducted to determine if the person
is a viable prospect as a small busi-

ness owner, the UCC spokeswoman
said.

The training phase of the program
will begin during the second session.
Assigned to peer groups, participants
will gain information on a range of
topics from business planning to goal
setting, and how to make decisions
about financing and marketing.

Attendees will also have the op-
portunity to network among them-
selves and discuss homework assign-
ments and individual business plans.

At the conclusion of the program,
participants will present their busi-
ness plans before a panel of consult-
ants who are experts in the fields of
marketing, lending, and/or account-
ing.

Panel members will review and
critique each business plan to help
the individual address the plan’s
strengths and weaknesses, said the
UCC spokeswoman.

For further information, please call
Adam Farrah of the Union County
Economic Development Corporation
at (908) 527-1166.

Contest Kicks Off
Government Week
In Union County
A poster contest to promote County

Government Week, slated for Sun-
day through Saturday, April 19
through 25, entitled, “My County,” is
being sponsored by the Constitutional
Officers of Union County in conjunc-
tion with the County Officers Asso-
ciation of New Jersey.

“The contest is open to all fourth
grade children throughout the state’s
21 counties, and here in Union County
we’re expecting an enthusiastic re-
sponse,” County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said.

Ms. Rajoppi is serving as Coordi-
nator for the project in Union County.
Sheriff Ralph G. Froehlich and Sur-
rogate Ann Conti are the Union
County Constitutional Officers along
with Ms. Rajoppi who are sponsor-
ing the contest.

Detailed information and guide-
lines on the contest have been sent to
all public, private and parochial
schools in Union County.

“The basic guide lines instruct stu-
dents to create a poster that depicts
the special and unique qualities of
Union County and how this relates to
county government,” a county spokes-
man said.

The deadline to submit posters is
Monday, March 30. Winners will be
selected by the judges and first, sec-
ond and third runners-up along with
three honorable mention awards will
be given. The winners will receive
certificates and be invited to an awards
reception at the Courthouse in Eliza-
beth along with their parents and
teachers.

Teachers, school administrators
and parents who wish additional in-
formation on the contest can call the
County Clerk’s Office at (908) 527-
4998 Monday through Friday. Post-
ers submitted by the students will be
exhibited in the Union County Court-
house during County Government
Week.

County Continues Efforts
To Gain State Approval
On Light-Rail System

Having cleared the first crucial
hurdle in the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT), the
Union County Light Rail Transit
System (LRT) is on track as county
and other officials continue to work
for the innovative, 11-mile line to
become a reality.

“We hope that state officials will
ultimately agree that LRT is crucial
to Union County and the region
and will give their approval,” said
Freeholder Donald Goncalves, add-
ing that the county, the Elizabeth
Development Company and the
line’s developer are solidifying the
proposal in time for the Monday,
March 30 deadline for the second
phase of the project.

On December 2, DOT Commis-
sioner John J. Haley, Jr. passed the
plan from the first phase to future
consideration in the multi-stage re-
view process, meaning the public-
private partnership is one of nine
around the state still under consid-
eration. Six projects will eventu-
ally be approved from the original
field of 16. The DOT has said there
will be four or five stages to the
process.

In preparation for the proposal’s
review, analysis and ranking dur-
ing the second phase, officials from
Union County, Elizabeth and
project developer Raytheon Infra-
structure of New York are putting
together a detailed plan on:

• How the two-track, electrified
LRT would provide transportation
benefits to New Jersey through the
movement of goods and people,
would contribute to public safety,
as well as be beneficial to the envi-
ronment.

• The economic and financial
benefits to the state, including as-
pects, public versus private involve-
ment and return on investment, and

• Anticipated levels of public ac-
ceptance, which entails demonstrat-
ing support from local, regional
and business communities.

Freeholder Goncalves — who is
sponsoring a resolution from the
Freeholder board seeking support
from local, state and Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey offi-
cials, while urging Trenton to se-
lect Raytheon to operate the system
— said he was optimistic that the
phase II submission would meet the
requirements because LRT is de-
signed to provide rapid access to
and from Newark International
Airport, the Elizabeth Seaport and
the Jersey Gardens Mall (currently
under construction) from points
south of Elizabeth (as well as from
Manhattan), thereby accelerating
economic growth opportunities.

“People will be able to take these
modern and efficient rail cars to
wherever they need to go,” said
Freeholder Goncalves.

He said the LRT would be a safe,
convenient and inexpensive means
of transportation for local residents
who need to fly from Newark Inter-
national or want to go shopping,
for people who work at the airport
or mall; or for airline passengers
with layovers to shop at Jersey Gar-
dens or local businesses.

LRT has many advantages, Free-
holder Goncalves continued, not-
ing that light-rail lines have con-
tributed significantly to the Port-
land, Oregon and Baltimore eco-
nomics.

“It would be a tremendous help to
our initiatives to open employment
opportunities and address impor-
tant traffic and environmental is-
sues,” said Freeholder Goncalves.

Raytheon is putting together a
similar system in Hudson and
Bergen Counties.

LRT is among several enterprises
supported by Union County and its
Department of Economic Develop-
ment (to which Freeholder
Goncalves is liaison) to generate
economic growth through mass
transportation, employment oppor-
tunities and business expansion.

Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage said that he also is opti-
mistic on LRT’s fate.

“I think that the DOT will agree
that the LRT is crucial to Elizabeth
and Union County,” he said, noting
that the Elizabeth Development
Company has been working with
the county to generate support for
the project.

Freeholder Goncalves concluded,
“As an integral part of the New
Jersey/New York metropolitan urea,
Union County needs a modern, effi-
cient and safe transportation system
that will provide easy access into,
through and out of its borders.”

Mission to Luxembourg
Boosts County’s Efforts
On Building Economy

Continuing their mission to ex-
pand Union County’s economy by
solidifying ties with the international
market, officials have returned from
Luxembourg with commitments
from companies based there to visit
the county to explore possible sites
of operation.

“Union County’s economic future
is dependent on establishing ties
around the globe,” said Freeholder
Linda d. Stender, calling three days
of meetings in Europe’s financial
capital “extremely productive.”

“Our meeting not only resulted in
two companies’ coming to see what
Union County has to offer, but en-
abled the county to make valuable
inroads in the country that is known
as the ‘gateway’ to Europe,” she
said.

“A priority of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers is to bring opportu-
nities here and promote our area as
an operations center for access to
the U.S. and North American mar-
kets,” said Freeholder Donald
Goncalves, liaison to the Union
County Council of Economic Ad-
visers.

He said executives from two Lux-
embourg-based, publicly traded com-
panies — a packaging distribution
firm and a manager of construction
materials that is looking to relocate

from the Midwest — will visit Union
County in March to explore possible
sites of operation.

“They will see the tremendous
benefits of setting up business here,”
Freeholder Goncalves said, point-
ing to the county’s infrastructure
and proximity to major seaports,
airports and commercial centers.

Meeting with members of
Luxembourg’s Ministry of Economy
and Chamber of Commerce, FEDTL
(an association of 400 companies
and industries), a banker’s associa-
tion as well as American companies
doing business in Luxembourg, Free-
holders Goncalves and Stender,
Deputy County Manager George
Devanney and a Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey represen-
tative continued the international
dialogue begun last December when
12 members from Luxembourg vis-
ited the county to discuss trade and
investment with business executives
and public officials.

Freeholder Stender said that by
establishing ties in the country,
Union County will have access to
every major European city and their
respective commercial opportuni-
ties.

He noted that Luxembourg is at
the crossroads of trade for the Euro-
pean market of 400 million inhabit-
ants.

The country, with 217 banks, is an
important link between Northern
Europe, the Mediterranean and the
Atlantic and Central European coun-
tries.

While in Luxembourg, the capital
of the country that borders France,
Germany and Belgium, the Union
County delegation met in the United
States Embassy with of officials from
Luxguard, Price Waterhouse and
Tyco — American companies doing
business in the nation.

“The meetings were extremely in-
formative. We gained valuable in-
sights on how to do business with
Luxembourg and the rest of Eu-
rope,” Freeholder Goncalves said.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the county’s Department of Eco-
nomic Development have estab-
lished several initiatives to promote
the county’s economic growth while
ensuring that taxpayer dollars re-
ceive their best return on invest-
ment.

No taxpayer money was used to
finance the Freeholders’ mission,
officials said.

In addition to the ongoing rela-
tionship with Luxembourg, the
county last December sponsored
“Transporting Union County Into
the 21st Century: A Leadership Con-
ference on Economic Development.”

“Economic development depends
of progressive efforts. Everything
we do will ensure that Union County
is a major factor in the local, re-
gional, national and global econo-
mies,” said Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan.

Teen Arts Festival
To Be Held at UCC
Later This Month
The annual Union County Teen

Arts Festival will take place on
Wednesday and Thursday, March 18
and 19, at the Cranford Campus of
Union County College from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.

The festival showcases the artistic
and creative abilities of Union
County’s youth. The two-day cel-
ebration of the arts is held annually at
Union County College. The event is
open to all students from public,
private and parochial, middle and
high schools in the county.

Students from over 50 public and
private schools will participate at the
festival, according to Union County
Board of Freeholders Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan, Liaison to the
Cultural and Heritage Programs Ad-
visory Board.

At the Festival, students partici-
pate in performances, master classes,
interactive workshops and critiqu-
ing seminars led by professional art-
ists in all disciplines — visual art,
music, theater, dance and creative
writing. All performances are open
to the public.

In addition, police artist Vincent
Gagliardi will lead a workshop at
the festival. Mr. Gagliardi will de-
scribe the process of composite art
and explain how the visual arts play
an important part in law enforce-
ment.

Mr. Gagliardi has been with the
Union County Sheriff’s identifica-
tion office for five years.

Anyone interested in attending the
festival should call (908) 558-2550
for a program brochure or other in-
formation. Relay service users should
call (800) 852-7899.

The festival is coordinated by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, hosted by Union
County College, and sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

The public is invited to the festival
to enjoy performances in music and
theater and art exhibitions.

Money Transmitters to Face
Regulation Under Legislation
By Assemblyman Augustine

Legislation sponsored by Assembly-
man Alan M. Augustine, of Scotch
Plains, that would protect consumers
who wire money orders, purchase
money orders and use third party bill
payers, has been approved by the state
Assembly Banking and Insurance Com-
mittee.

“What happens if the money never
gets there?” asked Assemblyman Au-
gustine.

“Millions of dollars are exchanged
every day through businesses that wire
money from one location to another or
issue money orders. Yet, if the money
never reaches its destination, there is no
way for the consumer to be guaranteed
to get their money back.”

Under the bill, money transmitters
would have to demonstrate they are on
sound fiscal footing, post a bond or
other type of security device with the
commissioner of Banking and Insur-
ance, and secure all their outstanding
balances with reserve funds.

As amended, the bill would require
each business engaged in money trans-
missions to obtain a license from the
Commissioner of Banking and insur-
ance. Additionally, each business would
have to:

• Maintain a net worth of between
$50,000 and $100,000, plus an addi-
tional $25,000 for each location at which
money transmissions are conducted.
The amount of minimum net worth
would depend on the size and type of
business.

• Post a survey bond or similar bond
or similar security device between
$25,000 and $1 million, depending on
the size and type of business, with their
license application to the Commissioner
of Banking and Insurance.

• Possess cash, certificates of de-
posit or other permissible investments
equal in value to the total amount of
outstanding payment obligations the
business has issued or sold.

At present, only money transmitters
who issue money orders or wire money
to overseas locations are regulated, but

even then they do not have to meet the
financial requirements contained in the
bill, Assemblyman Augustine pointed
out.

Money transmitters doing business
only in the United States and third party
bill payers are not currently regulated.

The bill would phase in the financial
requirements so that all existing busi-
nesses would have to meet them by July
1, 2001.

Businesses that are not currently li-
censed would be required to comply
within 90 days of the bil1’s enactment.

Assemblyman Augustine said that
licenses would be renewed every two
years.

The bill also provides for civil and
criminal penalties, including third-de-
gree crimes punishable with three to
five years in jail and/or $15,000 in fines
for knowingly making false statements
in documents filed in under this act,
willfully engaging in a money trans-
mission business without a license, or
purposely refusing to permit a lawful
investigation by the commissioner or
the Attorney General.

All other violations are punishable
by a fourth degree crime (punishable by
up to 18 months in jail and/or $10,000
in fines.)

“This bill will protect consumers by
answering the question, ‘what if the
money never gets there?,” Assembly-
man Augustine said.

“The reserves and surety bonds will
be required to ensure that funds exist to
reimburse any consumer whose trans-
action was not completed.

“The licensing requirements of this
bill will weed out the relatively few
disreputable businesses that give the
rest of the industry a bad name,” As-
semblyman Augustine explained.

The bill, Assembly Bill No. 956,
now heads to the full Assembly for
future consideration.

Assemblyman Augustine represents
the 22nd Legislative District which in-
cludes Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside.

Alan Kennedy Reports
To Duty on Navy Carrier

Navy Airman Recruit Alan J.
Kennedy, the son of Joyce A. and
Alan J. Kennedy, Sr. of
Mountainside, recently reported for
duty with the aircraft carrier
Precommissioning Unit Harry S.
Truman, based at Newport News,
Virginia.

The 1995 graduate of Jonathan
Dayton High School of Springfield
joined the Navy in July, 1997.

Jennifer Gottlick Cited
For Academic Work

And Commission Study
Jennifer Gottlick, a senior at West

Chester University in West Chester,
Pennsylvania, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester. She
is majoring in social work.

Jennifer, along with four other
undergraduate students, recently par-
ticipated in a study by the Delaware
County Women’s Commission on
“Violence Against Women.”

The Council of Delaware County,
Media, Pennsylvania, presented each
of the students with a “resolution”
honoring their outstanding contri-
butions to the domestic violence study
undertaken by the commission.

Jennifer received a congratulatory
letter from the President of West
Chester University for her involve-
ment with the Delaware County
Women’s Commission.

A 1994 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Jennifer is
the daughter of Charles and Maureen
Gottlick of Fanwood.


