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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

MATT, JAY HOYNOWSKI, ED NOVY SCORE 2 RUNS EACH

Phoenix Rises From the Ashes;
Smokes Out the Hideaway, 8-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last year�s A Division Champi-
ons, Phoenix Tube, rose from the
ashes of mediocre regular season to
smoke out the Hideaway, 8-4, in
Scotch Plains Softball League action
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 21. Jay and Matt Hoynowski
along with Ed Novy scored two runs
apiece to lead the successful rebirth
of the mighty Phoenix.

The first inning was controlled by

the defense. Greg McComb had a
leadoff single for the Hideaway, but
Phoenix pitcher Novy got the next
three batters to fly out. Jay Hoynowski,
Anthony Jurist and Mark Nies singled
for Phoenix; however, a brilliant sec-
ond-to-short-to-first double play ini-
tiated by Dan Serido extinguished
any immediate Phoenix uprising.

Novy put away the next three Hide-
away batters, then Phoenix flew with
three runs in the bottom of the sec-
ond. Greg Roe rapped a single to left,

Matt Hoynowski followed with an
identical single and Novy slid a single
to right field to load the bases. Roe
scored on an error, then Jay
Hoynowski hacked a two-run single
up-the-middle.

Bob Darby got the only hit for the
Hideaway in the third and Nies lobbed
a single to left for Phoenix in the
bottom of the inning. Nick Piscopo
made a magnificent diving catch in
left field and Dave Serido initiated a
short-to-second-to-first double play
to allow the Hideaway to escape the
inning.

In the fourth, Piscopo drilled a
single to right but was caught at-
tempting to stretch it to a double. Rob
Tumolo and Danny DiDario followed
with singles; however, Mike Peterson
lined out to the pitcher and Pat
O�Sullivan grounded out to the
pitcher.

Phoenix soared with three more
runs in the bottom of the fourth. Matt
Hoynowski hopped a single to left,
then was thrown out on a force play.
Novy sliced a single to right and
Mike Hernandez chopped an RBI
single to left. Jay Hoynowski hit into
a fielder�s choice, then Novy alertly
scored when a throw eluded the first
baseman. Andrew Reale tapped a
single, then Jurist jolted an RBI single
off the pitcher.

The Hideaway could hit but they
were unable to put enough together

GIBBONS, ALFONSO CRUSH THREE-RUN HOMERS

American United Uses Power;
Cracks Seeman�s Chiropractic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

American United Mortgage
�liened� heavily with nine runs in
the fifth inning to come from behind
to defeat Seeman�s Chiropractic, 16-
10, in the third game of the best-of-
three series in the Mountainside Soft-
ball League playoff at Echo Brook
Field in Mountainside on July 23.
American United also won the power
battle which featured five towering
home runs. Laz Alfinso and Keith
Gibbons each blasted three-run hom-
ers to give American United Mort-
gage added security.

Things did not appear so secure for
the third-seeded United Mortgage as
the sixth-seeded Seeman�s felt that it
was about to slam the �door� when
Jimmy Morrison crashed a home run
over the left field screen in the first
inning. Nick Martini stirred up a
double to right field and Justin Petino
drove him home with an identical
double. Jayson Mullman drew a walk,
George Gyure drilled an RBI double
off the left field screen and Dan Mo-
naco mashed an RBI single to left to
give Seeman�s a 4-0 lead.

Still with confidence, American
United Mortgage made a two-run

investment in the bottom of the first.
Paul Ewing sliced a single to left,
Gary Zacovic yanked a single down
the third baseline and Lou Danielle
banged an RBI single to left. Al
Betau belted a single to left to bring
home Zacovic.

Seeman�s Chiropractic manipulated
two runs in the top of the second to
grasp a 6-2 lead. Lou Monaco ripped
a double to left, Tony Palermo bounced
a double off the left field screen to send
home Monaco and Morrison wiggled
an RBI single past third.

Knowing that it had to protect its
interest, American United earned three
runs in the second to narrow the mar-
gin to 6-5. Larry Mason hammered a
single to left, Kevin Zippler bounced
a single to left and Alfonso launched
his three-run homer over the left field
screen and onto Route 22.

With only a one-run lead, Seeman�s

Chiropractic felt that it �kneaded� to
get some more insurance of its own.
Mullman punched a single up-the-
middle, Gyure hacked an infield single
and Dan Monaco knocked an RBI
double down the left field line. Mike
Braun muscled an RBI single over
short and Lou Monaco hit into a unique
fielder�s choice to bring home Dan
Monaco, upping the score to 9-5.

Rich Vinasi chopped a single to
center for American United in the
third. Tony Rodriguez ripped a single
to right, putting runners on first and
second. When Mason lofted a fly to
center, both Vinasi and Rodriguez
tagged up and advanced one base.
Vinasi was awarded a free trip home
when the throw to third ricocheted
out-of-bounds. Zippler drove in the
second run of the inning with a drib-
bling single past third.

CIULLO, KOLAS AND HOBSON PROVIDE WINNING RBI

A. J. Jersey Clangs the Jolly
Trolley�s Bell in Playoff, 8-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth-seeded A. J. Jersey Forklift
scored three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning to pull off an 8-6 come-
from-behind win over the fifth-seeded
Jolly Trolley in the first game of a
best-of-three series in Westfield Men�s
Softball League action at Tamaques
Park in Westfield on July 22. Tony
Ciullo, John Kolas and Greg Hobson
provided the three key RBI in the fifth
to lift A. J. Jersey to victory.

A. J. Jersey immediately quelled
any early Trolley offensive threat
when pitcher Ed Nugent caught a
sizzling line-drive from Steve Walsh
and fired it to first in time to nail Paul
Stofa before he could get back to the
base. However, the Jerseymen�s of-
fense went to work in their half of the

first inning.
With Bill Beehner on first, Ciullo

chopped a bad-hop single over the
shortstop�s shoulder, then Beehner
scored when Kolas steamed a grounder
which eluded the third baseman.
Hobson hacked a hopper off the
shortstop�s glove and Ciullo dashed
home for the second run. Leo White
stepped to the plate and hammered a
two-run double down the first baseline
to give A. J. Jersey a 4-0 lead.

The Jolly Trolley laughed it off and
clanged off five runs in the second to
gain the lead. Keith Johnson jolted a
single past second, Tom Jogis jostled
a single by the second baseman and
Bob Jones loaded the bases with a
walk. Gary Shor lofted a shot to left
field which was dropped and Johnson
and Jogis jogged home. Lee Marks

lofted a fly ball to right which was also
dropped and Jones and Shor scored.
Dave Ciarrocca rapped a single to left
and Marks marched home.

Mike Novy nailed a two-out triple
to deep left field, but Paul Meade
popped up to center for the third out
and the Trolley rolled to the plate to
bat in the top of the third. Jones drew
a one-out walk but was thrown out on
a force play and Marks grounded out
to third for the third out.

Beehner drew a leadoff walk for A.
J. Jersey in the bottom of the third,
then tagged up and zoomed to third on
a fly ball which was miraculously
snagged by Jones who made a face-
diving catch in left field. Kolas
knocked a single to center and Beehner
bolted home with the tying run.
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HENNESSEY, BIALICK, KENT PROVIDE KEY HITS IN 6TH

Westfield Blue Wins Thriller;
Stops Scotch Plains, 12-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The First Annual John Fiorino
Memorial Baseball Tournament be-
gan its first day with several exciting
games among the seven competing
teams. In one of the games, the
Westfield Blue team came from be-
hind, then held on to defeat a highly
competitive team from Scotch Plains.
Dave Hennessey, Mike Bialick and
Tom Kent provided key hits which
allowed the �Blue� to take the lead
from Scotch Plains with four runs in
the top of the sixth inning.

With a toss of a coin, Scotch Plains
became the home team and Westfield
came to bat in the top of the first.
After Ryan Gundrum and Andrew
Lent grounded out to the pitcher,
John Nesmith drew a walk, then ad-
vanced to second on a passed ball.
Mike Yee yanked a double to deep
center to drive in Nesmith. Kent came
to the plate and knocked an RBI
single to right-center field to give the
Westfield Blue a 2-0 lead.

Scotch Plains reacted with a run in
the bottom of the first. Andrew
Goldberg walked and Sean Young
slashed an RBI single to center.

The Big Blue came on strong in the

second and cleaned up with a four-
run inning, increasing its lead to 6-1.
Bob Mroz hopped a single to center,
then stole second and third. Cooper
Jardine brought Mroz home when he
grounded out to second. Mike Farrell
walked then stole second, Lent lashed
an RBI single to center and Nesmith
followed with a walk. Yee loaded the

bases with an infield single and Kent
reached base safely on a throwing
error as Lent and Nesmith scored.

Kent, the �Big Blue� pitcher, was
hot and struck out three of the four
Scotch Plains batters in the second
and Westfield returned to bat in the
third. Eric Williams drew a leadoff

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising. See us on the Web

http://westfieldnj.com/
barrett&crain

DEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFODEADLINE INFO.....
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST
be submitted by FRIDAY,
4 P.M. Weekend sports
ONLY will be accepted
up till Noon on Monday.
Aritcles must be typed,
double spaced, upper
and lower case and no
longer than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS

walk, Mroz mashed an RBI double to
center and Farrell bounced an RBI
single over second to give Westfield
an 8-1 lead.

Scotch Plains whittled its way back
with two runs in the third. Goldberg,
who was on third, scored on a fielder�s
choice, then in the same play, Chris
Nilsen alertly zoomed home when
the Westfield Blue incorrectly be-
lieved that there were three outs.

Scotch Plains cut Westfield lead to
three with two more runs in the bot-
tom of the fourth. Jared Chmielnik
walked, then moved to second on a
fielder�s choice. Travis Morgan
ripped an RBI single to center and
Alex Fourre followed with an RBI
single to right.

The �Big Blue�s� offense was inert
in the fifth; however, the Scotch Plains
offense got very active, scoring five
runs in the fifth to take the lead, 10-
8. Matt Hirschhorn led off with a
walk, Goldberg walked and Nilsen
nailed a single to center to drive in
both Hirschhorn and Goldberg.
Young hammered a double off the
left field fence to score Nilsen and D.
J. Garrett thumped a triple off the
center field fence to send home Young.
Later Matt Canfield, who reached
base on a fielder�s choice, scored on
a single by Morgan.

The �Big Blue� had its back to the
wall but responded beautifully in the
top of the sixth. Hennessey hacked a
single to right and advanced into
scoring position on a passed ball.
Bialick stepped to the plate and
bashed an RBI single to left. Bialick
stole second and third, but was tagged
out attempting to tie the score on a
great play by Scotch Plains catcher
Thurston Hamlette.

With a runner on second and two
outs, things appeared dismal for
Westfield. Chris Patterson drew a
walk and Yee loaded the bases when
he was hit-by-a-pitch. Kent dug in at
the plate and smashed a two-run
double to give the �Big Blue� a 11-10
lead; but after Cowles Stewart walked,
Yee barreled home to add an insur-
ance run.

FACTOR HRS, SHOVLIN GETS 3 HITS

Mattress Factory Rolls
Over Checchio�s, 10-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Men�s Softball League
playoff time has arrived and the in-
tensity and quality of play was turned
up a notch at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on July 26. Clint Factor
blasted a two-run homer which in-
spired his second-seeded Mattress
Factory teammates to score eight runs
in the sixth inning and come from
behind to defeat third-seeded
Checchio Chiropractic, 10-4, in the
first game of the best-of-five series.

Most of the game was dominated
by good pitching and superb defen-
sive plays. Joe Dasti singled in the
first for Checchio�s but center fielder
Gino Mirabelli prevented any scor-
ing by making two fine catches. Dave
Buchwald in center and pitcher Pete

Lima made fine plays for Checchio�s
to hold the Mattress Factory score-
less in the bottom of the first.

Brian Chapman chopped a double
to left in the second inning for
Checchio�s and scored on a single
from Lima. Ron Shovlin singled but
the Mattress Factory was unable to
score in its half of the second.

Jack Failla singled to left and
Gary Ruban singled to center, then
Failla scored on Jim Freel�s sacri-
fice fly to left to give Checchio Chi-
ropractic a 2-0 lead in the third.
Kevin Lombardi singled in the third
but the Mattress Factory could not
manufacture any runs.

Factory pitcher Tim Walsh yielded
only a single to Joe Walsh in the
fourth. When the Mattress Factory
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David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TAKING A BALL�John Kolas of A.
J. Jersey takes a ball, then whacks a
single to left in the third inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HACKING A SINGLE TO SHORT�Greg Hobson of A. J. Jersey hacks a single
toward short in the first inning against the Jolly Trolley. The Jerseymen won
their playoff game, 8-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT BY A LONG SHOT�Pat O�Sullivan of the Hideaway gets tagged out at
third by Matt Vilade of Phoenix in the fifth inning at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on July 21. The Phoenix rose to win, 8-4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT THIRD�Rich Vinasi of American United Mortgage slides safely into
third as the ball zooms past Seeman�s third baseman Jim Morrison and ricochets
out of bounds in the third inning at Mountainside Recreational Field on July 23.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT HOME�Mike Bialick of the Westfield Blue is tagged out by Thurston
Hamlette of Scotch Plains during the John Fiorino Memorial Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYOFF INTENSITY�Brian Chapman of Checchio Chiropractic collides
with Mattress Factory catcher Chris Masterson and scores in the second inning
of their first playoff game. The Mattress Factory won game one, 10-4.


