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Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WALKABOUT...Members of Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation � a private, non-profit organization � toured downtown,
Tuesday, with representatives from Plainfield, Summit, Berkeley Heights,
Cranford, Elizabeth and other areas. The group met with Westfield Downtown
Corporation Director Michael La Place before observing firsthand, Westfield�s
retail businesses. Commercial Real Estate Broker Tony Schilling led the tour,
accompanied by Development Corporation President Maureen Tinen and
Kathleen Prente, Director of Cranford Management Corporation.

Robert Cockren Appointed
To Kean Board of Trustees

Robert W. Cockren of Westfield
was one of three new members re-
cently named to the Board of Trust-
ees at Kean University in Union,
effective July 1. The others are
Kevork Hovnanian and Vivian C.
Rodriguez.

Mr. Cockren has served since 1990
as a managing partner of Satterlee
Stephens Burke & Burke, a New
York- and Summit-based law firm.

In this capacity, he is charged with
the firm�s New Jersey Trusts and
Estate practice; estate planning and
administration of trusts and estates,
and practice in areas of municipal
law and land use.

A baccalaureate graduate of Siena
College in Loudonville, New York,
Mr. Cockren received his law degree
from Fordham University in The
Bronx. He is a member of the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the New York
State Bar Association, the New Jer-
sey Bar Association, The Florida Bar,
and the Summit Bar Association.

He has served as special counsel to
the Union County Utilities Author-
ity, the Township of Union, and as
Township Counsel for the Township

of Winfield, among others.
A founder of the Westfield Repub-

lican Club, Mr. Cockren is a member
of the Board of Directors for the USO
of Metropolitan New York and of the
Board of Trustees and Counsel for
the Prospect Foundation.

Mr. Hovnanian, a resident of
Rumson, is a builder and developer
of affordable housing. His company
is listed as America�s ninth largest
home builder according to Builder
magazine.

He has received multiple awards
for his achievements as an entrepre-
neur, and has been recognized for his
community service and humanitar-
ian efforts by the Monmouth Council
of Boy Scouts; the New Jersey Coun-
cil of Christians and Jews, and the
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America.

Dr. Rodriguez, an Elizabeth resi-
dent, has served since 1995 as the
elementary principal of Elizabeth�s
Peterstown School No. 3. Previously,
she was the Administrative Vice Prin-
cipal of Elizabeth High School, and
supervisor of language for the Eliza-
beth Board of Education.

Rutgers Cooperative Offers
Master Gardener Program

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County is currently accepting
applications for its 1998-1999 Master
Gardener Program.

The program offers people with an
interest in horticulture an opportunity
to become more educated in a variety
of horticultural topics, and to share
their expertise with county residents
through volunteer programs sponsored
by Rutgers Cooperative Extension.

It is open to all Union County resi-
dents without regard to sex, race, color,
national origin, disability or handicap,
or age.

Master Gardeners complete a course
which involves attending weekly horti-
culture and entomology lectures taught
by Rutgers Cooperative Extension fac-
ulty and staff from Rutgers University.

They are also trained to answer
telephone inquiries, diagnose plant
problems, and identify insect pests.
The students complete a team land-
scaping project for a Union County
park; an Integrated Pest Management

assignment for their home, and a Gar-
den Hotline Training Manual.

The lectures will be held on Friday
mornings, from 10 a.m. until noon, at
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County Auditorium, located at
300 North Avenue, East, in Westfield.

Classes will begin on Friday, Octo-
ber 2, and run through May of 1999.
Applications for the Master Gardener
Program may be obtained by calling
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at
(908) 654-9854.

Forty applicants will be accepted to
the program. Upon acceptance, a $125
tuition fee is due. Tuition covers the
cost of a textbook, notebook and other
class materials.

Master Gardeners provide county
residents with information on garden-
ing and maintaining their properties
through a Speakers� Bureau, a Garden
Hotline at (908) 654-9852, and Gar-
den Fairs. The volunteers also provide
horticultural therapy programs for dis-
abled adults and youth.

Rotary Club of Westfield
Earns Citation for Service

The Rotary Club of Westfield was
recently named the recipient of the
Rotary International Presidential Cita-
tion, given by Glen Kinross, President
of Rotary International, an organiza-
tion consisting of 1.2 million members
worldwide.

Rotarians are professional men and
women who work as volunteers to
improve the quality of life in both their
home and global communities. The
organization�s main objective is ser-
vice in the community, in the work-
place, and throughout the world.

Club membership represents a cross
section of local business and profes-

sional leaders. Rotary clubs around the
world meet weekly, are not affiliated
with any political or religious organi-
zation, and are open to all cultures,
races, and creeds.

Rotarians initiate community
projects which address many of today�s
most critical issues, such as violence,
drug abuse, youth, AIDS, hunger, the
environment, and illiteracy.

In order to receive this award,
achievements were required in each of
the �Four Avenues of Service,� includ-
ing club service, vocational service,
community service and international
service.

National Aerobic Instructor
Certification Workshops Set
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA

and the National Dance Exercise In-
structors Training Association
(NDEITA) will co-sponsor two public
training events on Saturday and Sun-
day, August 8 and 9.

The first day will feature primary
aerobic certification, and the sec-
ond day will offer continuing educa-
tion credits. This will consist of a
morning workshop of cardio/sculpt
and an afternoon workshop titled
Healthy Lifestyles and Weight Man-
agement.

Both workshop days include: .6
American Council on Exercise con-
tinuing education credits.

Space is limited. For registration
information, please call 1-800-
AEROBIC. NDEITA is a non-profit
agency dedicated to offering educa-
tion and certification to all who are

interested and to helping improve the
quality of fitness instruction to the
public.

CHESS CHAMPS�Youngsters who recently participated in the Westfield
Chess Club�s Scholastic Chess Tournament proudly display their medals.
Pictured, left to right, are: William Millman, Magdalen Millman, Joe Cooney,
Alex McCoy, Jonathan Holt, Michael Kortrey, and Benjamin Holt. Not pictured
is Sebastian Brundage.

Registration Open
For Toddler Time

At Westfield Library
Registration is now underway at the

Westfield Memorial Library for Toddler
Time Stories, which will be held on
Tuesday, July 28, from 10:30 to 11 a.m.

Children must be 2½ years old, be
registered in person and be Westfield
Library members to participate in the
program.

Toddler Time is a one-session intro-
duction for youngsters and accompanying
adults to story time, special collections
and other services of the library.

The 30-minute program consists of
audience participation in finger games,
songs and very simple stories.

Westfield Chess Club Holds
Scholastic Tournament

The Westfield Chess Club held a
Scholastic Chess Tournament on
June 14 at the Westfield �Y.� The
tournament was in memory of Eu-
gene Shapiro, who was a chess mas-
ter and longtime member of the
Westfield Chess Club.

The tournament attracted 17 play-
ers who participated in three differ-
ent divisions. These divisions con-
sisted of kindergarten to grade 3,
grades 4 to 6, and grades 7 to 9.

Seven players participated in the
kindergarten to grade 3 division;
six players competed in the grade
4 to 6 division, and four players
entered in the grade 7 to 9 divi-
sion.

The best scores from the three
divisions made the finals. The sec-
ond-place finisher from the grade 4
to 6 level, and the second-place fin-
isher from the grade 7 to 9 category,
played a game to determine the
fourth player in the finals.

In the kindergarten to grade 3
division, George Xing of Westfield
won all his games to finish 6-0 to
qualify for the finals. Joe Cooney of
Cranford finished second with a
score of 4.5-1.5 to win a medal.
Alex McCoy of Westfield scored
3.5-2.5 to place third and win a
medal.

Tied for fourth and winning med-
als were William Millman of
Plainfield and Jonathan Holt of
Westfield, with a score of 3-3.

In the grade 4 to 6 division,
Michael Kreisel of Woodbridge won
all his games to finish 5-0 to qualify
for the finals. Mike Kortrey, also of
Woodbridge, took second place with
a 4-1 score to win a medal.

Magdalen  Mil lman of
Plainfield placed third to win a
medal. Ben Holt of Westfield fin-
ished fourth with a score of 2-3
to win a medal.

In the grade 7 to 9 division, Joey
Leonardis of Westfield won all his
games to finish 3-0 to qualify for the
finals. Matthew Lowenstein of West-
field finished 2-1, which qualified
him for the playoff into the finals.
He was victorious in his game with
Mike Kortrey to reach the finals.
Sebastian Brundage of Westfield
scored 1-2 to place third and win a
medal.

In the finals, Matthew Lowenstein
finished 3-0 to be awarded the first
place trophy. George Xing only lost
to Matthew Lowenstein in a close
game to score 2-1 to capture the
second place trophy. Joey Leonardis
and Michael Kreisel placed third
and fourth, respectively, to win med-
als.

Club President Todd Lunna said
the event was a success and the club
hopes to run another tournament in
the fall. For further information
about the Westfield Chess Club,
please call Mr. Lunna at (908) 561-
4974.


