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SHOW OF SUPPORT�Fanwood Borough Council members and Union County
officials were among those who gathered recently at the Park Place Restaurant
in Scotch Plains to support Fanwood Democrats in this November�s general
election. The fundraising event was sponsored by the Fanwood Democratic
Committee and Union County Freeholder Linda d. Stender, a former Fanwood
Mayor. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Borough Council candidates Katherine
Mitchell and Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz, and standing, Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr., Assemblyman Neil Cohen, Freeholder Stender, Freeholder Chair-
man Daniel P. Sullivan, Freeholder Vice Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari, Fanwood
Council President Bruce H. Walsh, and Freeholder Chester Holmes. Not
pictured is Fanwood Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.

Mayor Connelly Impressed
By Recent Visit to Israel

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, the Democratic candidate
in the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, discussed her recent trip to Is-
rael, which she made with several
friends from New Jersey.

Mrs. Connelly and her compan-
ions visited the Lebanese border, the
Golan Heights, Metula � the Good
Fence, Zefat, Tiberias, Tel Aviv, Rosh
Hanikra, Bet Shean and Jerusalem.

�I went to Israel to develop first
hand an understanding of the chal-
lenges involved in the peace pro-
cess,� stated Mayor Connelly.

The candidate met with members
of the Knesset, including Benny Be-
gin, son of the late Israeli Prime Min-
ister Menachem Begin, along with
Shimon Peres, and Ephriam Sneh.

She also met with Isaac Herzog,
the son of former President Chiam
Herzog. �Hearing from these impres-
sive leaders, I realize this is a com-
plex issue that is being seriously de-
bated. Individuals may have differ-

ing viewpoints, but they are negotiat-
ing in earnest,� added Mrs. Connelly.

The Mayor is challenging Con-
gressman Bob Franks to represent
the Seventh District, which includes
34 towns including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Mountainside.

She recently retired from AT&T
after 28 years. Mayor Connelly is the
Immediate Past President of New
Jersey Elected Women Officials.

Republican Club Hosts
Picnic in Westfield

The Westfield Republican Club
will hold an annual picnic on Sun-
day, August 2, from 3 to 7 p.m.
Councilwoman and mayoral candi-
date Gail Vernick and her husband
Harris will host the picnic in their
home at 255 Munson Way.

Residents interested in learning
more about the club are welcome.
For further information, please call
Lee Miller at 789-8657.

SP Democrats Schedule
Fundraiser In August

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS...The Democratic candidates for Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council take a campaign breather on the doorstep of the 262-year-old
Bromley home which will be the site of a lawn party fundraiser on Sunday,
August 16. Pictured, left to right, are: Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin Jay
Bromley, and Geri Morgan Samuel.

The three Democratic candidates
for the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil � Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin
Jay Bromley, and Geri Morgan
Samuel � will hold a lawn party
fundraiser on Sunday, August 16, at
the 262-year-old historic residence
of Mr. Bromley at 1230 Terrill Road,
from 1 to 4 p.m. Tickets are $25 and
children are free.

Mr. Donatelli stated, �This his-
toric Terrill Road residence is in-
triguing. It is characteristic of the
charm that�s worth preserving in our
community. Preservation of our
community�s heritage will be a pri-
ority of our administration should
the voters select our team this com-
ing November.�

Mr. Bromley added, �My wife and
I are totally committed to making
Scotch Plains a better community in
which to live and raise a family.
Quality of life issues such as devel-
oping a plan to preserve our open

spaces and landmarks about the town-
ship are among the paramount issues
of this campaign.�

Candidate Mrs. Samuel agreed,
saying, �Our team knows that
Scotch Plains can be made an even
more desirable place to call home.
The type of commitment put forth
by Tarquin Bromley and his wife,
Linda, to restore this pre-Revolu-
tionary home speaks highly of their
willingness to preserve Scotch
Plains� past and to invest in its
future.�

David Littman, President of the
Scotch Plains Democratic Club,
added, �The Bromleys will make a
presentation about the history of the
home, which dates back to 1736, to
those in attendance.�

To purchase tickets, please call
Mr. Littman at 754-7575, Mr.
Donatelli at 322-7706; Mr. Bromley
at 322-2425, or Mrs. Samuel at 754-
5911.

SP Republicans Regroup
After Jim Fawcett Quits
By ANDREW FISHKOFF

Specially Written for The Times

When Scotch Plains Republican
candidate James E. Fawcett announced
his decision to withdraw from the race
for the Township Council last week, he
left the slate with only two nominees
pending the local Republican
Committee�s vote on a successor on
Wednesday, July 22.

The GOP ticket for the Township
Council will face Democratic chal-
lengers Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin
Jay Bromley and Geri Morgan Samuel
in the general election on Tuesday,
November 3.

Mr. Fawcett officially announced
his withdrawl from the slate at a meet-
ing of the Scotch Plains Republican
Club which was held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club on July 8.

Citing personal reasons, Mr. Fawcett
said that he struggled over his decision
to withdraw for weeks. With new op-
portunities at work for both he and his
wife, Mr. Fawcett said he could not
fully commit himself to the race.

�No matter how you slice it, I would
be short-changing the party,� said the
somber candidate. �If I can�t give 100
percent, I can�t do it.�

Gabe Spera, Chairman of the Scotch
Plains Republican Committee, said the
42-member committee will vote on a
third candidate, who will have gone
through a thorough screening process.

While no names have been men-
tioned as possible replacements, Mr.
Spera said that the person who suc-
ceeds Mr. Fawcett will have �made a
strong commitment to the town,� by
serving on various township commit-
tees in the past. A party favorite is
Board of Adjustment Chairwoman Gail
Iammatteo, who came up only a few
votes short on the first selection round.

The two Republican candidates still
in the race are Paulette Coronato and
incumbent Township Councilman
Robert E. Johnston, who has served as
a member of the governing body since
1993.

Republican Councilwoman Irene T.
Schmidt and Mayor Joan Papen, who
have served on the council for 16 years,
have decided not to seek reelection.

Optimism remains high on the com-
mittee that Republicans will win the
three seats. �I know the town is going
to be in good hands,� said Mayor

Papen, referring to candidates Mr.
Johnston and Mrs. Coronato.

Following the lead of Governor
Christine Todd Whitman, the two Re-
publican candidates have focused their
campaign on the issue of the preserva-
tion of open space.

Councilman Johnston, who previ-
ously served on the Planning Board
over 17 years, said that with the help of
grant money, the township could ac-
quire more recreational facilities and
update current ones. He mentioned the
township�s current plans to buy the zoo
property as an example.

Mrs. Coronato, a member of the
Board of Adjustment, said she wants to
return Scotch Plains to its �bucolic
appearance� of 21 years ago, when she
first moved into the township. �We
don�t want to see the town lose its
unique identity,� she said.

She blames builders for over-devel-
oping the township, and the State Su-
preme Court for backing builders� ac-
tions in the controversial Mount Lau-
rel decision over a decade ago.

Both Mrs. Coronato and Mr.
Johnston said they want to incorporate
changes which favor open space in the
township�s Master Plan, which will be
updated in the year 2000.

Mrs. Coronato added that she will
walk door-to-door to listen to citizens�
concerns with the current state of af-
fairs. �We want to improve the quality
of life for everyone in Scotch Plains,�
she commented.

Andrew Fishkoff for The Times
PARTY SUPPORT�Scotch Plains Republicans lend support to their candi-
dates for the Township Council during a �Meet the Candidates Night� on July
8 at the Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are:
former Mayor Alice Agran, James E. Fawcett, who announced his decision that
evening to withdraw from the Republican ticket; candidate Paulette Coronato,
Gabe Spera, Chairman of the Scotch Plains Republican Committee; Mayor Joan
Papen, and Councilman Robert E. Johnston, also a candidate.

Rutgers Cooperative Announces
Classes On Financial Planning

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County is offering three finance
classes as part of the state-wide �Money
2000� program this summer.

A class on �Long Term Care Financial
Planning� will be held on Wednesday,
July 22, and a class on �Asset Alloca-
tion� is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4.

All classes will be held from 7 to 9
p.m. in the Rutgers Cooperative Exten-

sion Auditorium, 300 North Avenue, East,
in Westfield. The instructor will be cer-
tified financial planner Omega Hartman.

A material fee of $5 will be charged for
each class. To register, please call Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union County
at (908) 654-9854.

All classes are open to the public
without regard to race, sex, age, color,
disability or handicap or national origin.

Program Scheduled
On �Healing Herbs�

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County will present a pro-
gram entitled �Healing Herbs,� which
will focus on the medicinal uses of
popular herbs.

Dr. Karen M. Ensle will discuss
the latest research on popular herbs
for healing. The class is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 15, from 7 to
9 p.m. at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield, in the first floor audito-
rium. Registration is required.

Please call (908) 654-9854 to reg-
ister. All classes are open to the
public without regard to race, sex,
age, color, disability or handicap or
national origin.


