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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

FACTOR HAMMERS 2-RUN HOMER IN 25-HIT ATTACK

Mattress Factory Smothers
Poor Charlie Brown�s, 17-1

SICOLA�S TRIPLE TRIGGERS SEVEN-RUN SECOND

Comcast Senior�s Bankrupt
All America Financial, 16-11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Carl Sicola smashed a leadoff triple
to incite a seven-run second inning
which channeled Comcast
Cablevision toward a 16-11 bank-
rupting of All America Financial in
Union County Senior Softball League
(50+) action at Memorial Field in
Westfield on July 6. Comcast took
advantage of seven walks and three
errors while adding five hits to amass
a 10-2 lead by the top of the third
inning.

All America Financial, located in
Berkeley Heights, opened the top of
the first inning in an offensively
�Bullish� manner by scoring two
runs. Rich Danielovich hooked a
single down the left field line and
Buddy Brazaitis reached first safely
on an error. After tagging up and
advancing one base on Bill Granata�s
fly ball to right, Danielovich and
Brazaitis zoomed home to score on
John Castolagne�s single to right-
center.

Being properly focused, Comcast
swiftly came back to take a 3-2 lead.
Ron Virgilio ripped a one-out single
to left, then Bill Reichle, Jim Malfetti,
Ron Torsiello, Fred DiMartino and
Matt Spanier drew back-to-back
walks as Comcast collected three,
free passes to home plate.

All America Financial�s offense
turned �Bearish� and refused to score
in the second, but Comcast�s wind-
fall of seven runs in the second would

mark the beginning of the end for All
America. After Sicola tripled, Norm
Stumpf slashed an RBI single to left.
Mel Coren and Frank D�Amato both
reached base on errors to set up a
bases-loaded situation.

Using great patience, Art Kopacz
and Dom Deo both drew walks to
send home Stumpf and Coren. Chuck
Ramsthaler drilled a shot to the right
fielder which was dropped and
D�Amato and Kopacz trotted home
with the fourth and fifth runs. Virgilio
stepped to the plate and hacked an

RBI single past third, then Malfetti
mangled a single up-the-middle to
drive home Virgilio.

Down 10-2, in the top of the third,
All America had to build some confi-
dence soon. Al Grossberg bashed a
liner to right and came diving into
second with a leadoff double. Carmen
Valenti hopped a single to left and
Mike Ward whacked an RBI single
down the right field line. After Ed
Malko flied out to deep center,
Danielovich sizzled an RBI single
over third to narrow the score to 10-4.

Comcast had the vision to under-
stand that it needed more runs to
control All America Financial�s mar-
ket. DiMartino laced a shot off the
glove of the right fielder, Spanier and
Tony Yarussi drew walks to load the
bases and Sicola hit into a force play
as DiMartino zipped home to score.
Stumpf punched an RBI single to
center and Coren blooped a single to
center to drive in the third run of the
inning.

Granata opened the fourth for All
America with a single to left,
Castolagne hammered a single to
center and Randy Selpelt pelted an
RBI single onto the left field turf.
John Malone stepped to the plate and
looped an RBI single to left to bring
the score to 13-6.

All America�s defense gained some
credibility in the bottom of the fourth
when Pete Osborne made a great
snag in deep center and Granata fol-
lowed with another fine catch in left

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clint Factor hammered a two-
run homer to spark a raging 10-run
first inning blaze as the Mattress
Factory forged forward to smother
the nearly helpless Charlie Brown�s,
17-1, in Westfield Men�s Softball
League action at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on July 7. Lacking a full
contingent of characters, Charlie
Brown�s was forced to play with
only eight players and could just
shake their heads as the vicious
Factory players stomped all over
the unattended �Linus Blanket�.

Kevin Zippler led off for the Mat-
tress Factory with a single to short,
then Factor launched his home run to
faraway left field. Scott Johnson drew
a base-on-balls and Ron Shovlin
sliced a single to left. Gene Mirabella
brought Johnson and Shovlin home
with a lofty triple to deep left field.
Tim Walsh stepped to the plate and
whacked a sacrifice fly to center to
bring home Mirabella with the fifth
run of the inning.

Chris Masterson bounced a single
to left and Gary Nikorak reached
first on a chopper to third. Kevin
Lombardi sizzled a single past third
as Masterson skipped home and
Mike Cheety reached base safely on
an error as Nikorak dashed in to

score. Zippler got his second hit of
the inning, then two more runs
crossed the plate when Tom Perotta
reached first on an error. Factor
finished the scoring attack with an
RBI single to center.

Shattered and shaken by the bat-
tering, Charlie Brown�s thought,
�Good Grief, we may never beat the
Mattress Factory.� All three of
Charlie Brown�s batters in the first
inning were retired by Walsh, the
Factory pitcher.

Mirabella doubled and scored on a
single by Masterson in the second
inning to put the mobile Mattress
Factory ahead, 11-0, but Charlie
Brown�s spoke up with a run of its

own in the bottom of the second.
After John Beckman lined out to the
pitcher and Neil Kamler flied out to
left, Chuck Dashielle drilled a single
to left and moved to second on an
error. Roger Love skid a grounder
through the shortstop�s legs and
Dashielle dashed home to score.

The Mattress Factory offense got
into full production and manufac-
tured three more runs to take a 14-1
lead in the third. Lombardi lashed a
single to left, Cheety gained first base
on an error and Zippler loaded the
bases with a single past third. Tom
Perotta brought Lombardi in to score
on a fielder�s choice, Factor had an

SIX-RUN SECOND BY CHAOS BAFFLES CHECCHIO�S

Number One Chaos Perplexes
Checchio Chiropractic, 9-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An early state of confusion on the
part of Checchio Chiropractic al-
lowed Chaos the opportunity it needed
to score six runs in the second inning
and to go on to register a 9-7 victory
in Westfield Men�s Softball League
action at Tamaques Park in Westfield
on July 8. Chaos put together 10 hits,
10 base-on-balls and three sacrifice
flies to keep Checchio�s off balance.

The Chaos offense was ineffective
in the first and Checchio Chiroprac-
tic came confidently to bat in its half
of the inning and took a 1-0 lead. Joe
Dasti drew a leadoff walk and Jack

Failla lined out to short. Gary Ruban
received a base-on-balls and Frank
Malta yanked a single to right field to
drive in Dasti.

Steve Kamins had a leadoff single
to left field for Chaos, then Mike
Paradise and Chuck Harcourt drew
walks to load the bases with no one
out. Bill Harcourt cast a cloud of
doubt over Checchio�s heads when
he hammered a two-run double down
the left field line. Scott Rossi drew a
walk and Bob Hassan stepped to the
plate and hit a sacrifice fly to left to
allow Chuck Harcourt to score.

The crafty Jim McKeon chopped
a single past third to reload the

bases. Dave Kervick patiently
battled off an 0-2 count to draw a
walk and Bill Harcourt strutted
home with the fourth run of the
inning. Brian Keller knocked a sac-
rifice fly to center and Rossi tagged
up and ran home. Al Rabinowitz
slashed a single to right field to
drive in the sixth run of the inning.

Chaos pitcher Kervick mixed his
pitches and retired all three Checchio
batters in the bottom of the second.
After some confusion about the pitch-
ing form of the first Checchio pitcher,
Pat Brady came in to relieve. Brady
yielded an infield single to Chuck
Harcourt and a walk to Rossi, but
escaped the inning unscathed.

Kervick allowed a walk to Dasti
and a single to Ruban but no runs
were scored in the third. In the fourth,
the calm and relaxed Brady gave up
singles to McKeon and Kervick, then
proceeded to quell to next three
Chaos batters.

Checchio Chiropractic rallied for
three runs in the fourth to close to
score to 6-4. Dave Buchwald walked,
Brady banged a single to left, then
Orlando Rivera ripped an RBI single
to left. Danny Mondelli followed with
an RBI single over third and Dasti
drove in the third run with a slicing
double to right.

Considering the fact that
Checchio�s may be emerging from
the Chaotic cloud of confusion, Chaos
struck with a run in the fifth. Once
again Kamins led off, and this time,
he sizzled a double over third base.
When Paradise grounded out to the
second baseman, Kamins sped to
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Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising.

See us on the Web
http://westfieldnj.com/barrett&crain
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JOE WALSH WHACKS 3-RUN HOMER

Russell Road Ambushes
Poplar Place Men 11-7

By MICHAEL P. BABIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A balmy July 6 evening gave way
to a solid match-up between second
placed Russell Road and underdog
Poplar Place. Russell Road, which
has won the Fanwood Old Men�s
Softball Association title for four-
straight years, started to gear up for
this season�s playoffs by ambushing
Poplar Place, 11-7, at La Grande
Park in Fanwood.

Russell didn�t wait long to put runs
on the board, scoring four runs in the
first inning. Scott Johnson�s double
cracked in two runs and a sacrifice fly
by Joe Walsh allowed another run to
score. Dennis O�Connell hit a line
drive to the second baseman which
allowed for an impressive Poplar
double play to end the inning.

Russell, led by league leading
pitcher Tom Cullinane, quickly re-
tired three Poplar batters in a row to
end the first inning. In fact, Poplar

would not get on base until the third
inning, due to Cullinane.

Russell scored another run in the
third, courtesy of Dave Buchwald�s
solo home run, giving Russell Road
a 5-0 lead; however, the Poplar Place
distress call was partially answered
in the bottom of the third. After steal-
ing second base, Kevin Newell scored
on a single by Matt Smoot. Mike
Kelly fouled out to center field to end
the inning.

Cullinane singled for Russell in
the fourth and later scored on a single
by Matt, making the score 6-1. Pop-
lar came to bat in the fourth but could
not get back the runs they needed.
Tom Smith hit a line drive first base,
John DeNoia popped up to center
field and a rip to the shortstop by
Chris DeNoia ended the inning.

In the fifth, Russell rolled with
three runs. Buchwald walked and
Scott Johnson reached first safely

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Depth Chargers Explode;
Shatter Appazzato, 18-9

By MICHAEL P. BABIK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Depth Chargers (DC) contained
its enemy but had a direct hit with
eight runs in the eighth inning to
secure an 18-9 victory over Appazzato
Construction in Scotch Plains Soft-
ball League action at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on July 8.

The Depth Chargers rippled the
water to start with two runs in the
first inning. Randy Langenfeld
walked and Tim Young singled. Both
alertly scored on a long sacrifice fly
by Brian Daundley.

Leading off the bottom of the first
for the construction crew, Nick
Mussano singled, then Pat Tullo
reached first safely on a force play.
Andy Brown banged a double, Randy
Moran singled, and Dave Royster
singled to drive in Tullo.

Good pitching by Appazzato re-
tired three DC batters in a row in the
second inning. In the third, Depth
Charger Ed Boll scored on a single by

Langenfeld. John Appazzato singled
in the third for the construction crew,
but the inning ended on a line drive
to the shortstop by Tullo.

The Depth Chargers started their
scoring rally in the fifth inning.
Langenfeld walked and Mike Lembo
had a single. Both scored on a triple
by Daundly. Later, Daundly scored
on a sacrifice fly by Mike Yarcheski.
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field. The offense answered with a
run in the fifth. Valenti thumped a
triple to the far reaches of left field
and Ed Hnat nailed an RBI single
over the bag at first.

Comcast improved its lead to 15-7

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
SINGLE TO LEFT�Chris Masterson
of the Mattress Factory rips a single to
left in the fourth against Charlie Brown�s.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLICING A SINGLE TO LEFT�Ron Shovlin of the Mattress Factory fools
everyone and slices a single to left field in the big 10-run first inning against
Charlie Brown�s at Tamaques Park in Westfield on July 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE DELIVERY�Chaos pitcher Dave Kervick fires the ball to
batter Gary Ruban of Checchio�s in the third inning. Ruban smashed a single,
but Chaos won the game, 9-7, at Tamaques Park in Westfield on July 8.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOOKING A SINGLE TO LEFT�Pete Sjonell of Appazzato Construction
hooks a single to left field in the fifth inning against the Depth Chargers at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 7. The Depth Chargers won, 18-9.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONG FLY TO CENTER�Tom Smith of Poplar Place lofts a long fly ball to
center field in the first inning against Russell Road. Russell Road rambled to
win, 11-7, at La Grande Park in Fanwood on July 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE RIGHT PITCH�Bill Reichle of Comcast Cablevision
waits for a good pitch, but draws a walk instead in the first inning against All
America Finance during a Union County Senior�s Softball League game.
Comcast won a 16-11 slugfest at Memorial Field in Westfield on July 6.

At The South Avenue Train Station Parking Lot


