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By Michael S. Goldberger

The Boxer:
A Split Decision

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERSPOLICY ON LETTERS
TO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITORTO THE EDITOR

All letters to the Editor
must bear a signature, a street
address and a daytime tele-
phone number so authors
may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor
also must contain a daytime
telephone number. Our E-
mail address is “press@
goleader.com.”

Letters may be no longer
than one-and-a- half pages,
typewritten and double-
spaced. Letters must be typed
upper and lower case. All
letters are subject to editing
due to space limitations and
style.

The deadline for letters is
Friday by 4 p.m., if they are
to appear in the following
issue.

Debbie Geraci
ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE

It’s Girl Scout Cookie time. Orders
are being taken now and will continue
until Sunday, February 8. Please sup-
port your favorite Girl Scout(s). Cook-
ies will be delivered Monday through
Friday, March 9 through 13.

If you miss ordering your Girl Scout
cookies, or if you just would like some
more, don’t worry. Booth sales of cook-
ies will be seen throughout the town
from Thursday, March 19, through Sun-
day, April 19. Thank you all for your
support.

Sixty-two Cadettes and adults en-
joyed an overnight at Camp Hoover on
January 24 and 25. Among the many
activities planned is a service project
in which valentines will be made for
hospitalized veterans.

All Girl Scout troops in town are
asked to support the Valentines for
Vets project. Girl Scouts are asked
to deliver their hand-made valen-
tines to the American Red Cross of-
fice on Elm Street by the first week
of February.

The Red Cross will distribute them
to our veterans in Lyons Hospital. For
delivery of valentines completed after
Thursday, February 5, please contact
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Girl Scout Cookie Sales Underway;
Valentines Being Made for Veterans

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

Shirley Walsh at (908) 232-5817.
All Senior Girl Scouts will meet on

Tuesday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the
basement of Westminster Hall of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Se-
niors will be sharing ideas and plan-
ning for future events.

The Westfield Girl Scout dance will
be held on Friday, February 6. Girls in
Kindergarten through grade 4 will at-
tend from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Girls in grades
5 through 12 will attend from 7 to 9
p.m. The cost is $5 per girl.

There is no cost for adult chaper-
ones. Featured will be a disk jockey,
lights and a fog machine. Fifth-grade
juniors will be attending with Cadette
and Senior Girl Scouts, which will
enable bridging to the next scouting
level. Reserve now through troop lead-
ers.

Registration for the Father (or spe-
cial adult someone)/Daughter Bowling
party to be held on Saturday, February
21, from 3 to 6 p.m. at Clark Lanes,
Central Avenue in Clark, is now closed.
One-hundred-and-twenty-five Girl
Scouts, together with their special
someone, will be enjoying an afternoon
of fun.

The third Westfield Service Day
will be held on Saturday, March 14,
from 9 to 3 p.m. at Westfield High
School. Each person attending is asked
to bring a donation of one baby item.
Junior, Cadette and Senior troops at-
tending are asked to donate a bag of
wrapped candy and a large plastic
laundry basket to be used to package
Baby Bundles.

Baby Bundles are donations of baby
products and/or goods which will be
donated to needy mothers. All West-
field Girl Scouts are participating in
this special day of giving.

Deep water testing of Girl Scouts
will be held on Saturday, March 7,
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood YMCA.

It is strongly recommended that girls
planning to participate in boating ac-
tivities during Westfield’s Encampment
in May have their Deep Water Testing
Certificate. Registration is available
through troop leaders or by calling Eve
Finestine at (908) 233-8194.

Westfield Encampment will be
held on Saturday and Sunday, May 2
and 3, at Camp Hoover. Leaders will
soon be contacted regarding a man-
datory meeting in preparation for
this event.

This column may be viewed at The
Westfield Leader web site and may be
accessed as www.goleader/girlscouts.
com. Looking forward to seeing you
there.

* * * * *
This column is prepared monthly by

Westfield Girl Scouts for the West-
field Girl Scout community and for
the public.

3 popcorns

This dedicated effort is the kind of
bleak, quasi-import that wins Academy
Awards in off years. Forthcoming, well
acted, skillfully directed, and as altruis-
tic as Stephen Hawking. But oh, the
misery.

Set in contemporary Belfast, The Boxer
paints an indelible picture of what has
euphemistically come to be called The
Troubles. There’s no romanticizing revo-
lution here. A hopeless wedding takes
place in prison — a weary camera pans
starkly forbidding streets jacketed with
British checkpoints. Unto this canvas
emerges the title character.

Incarcerated 15 years for his IRA ac-
tivities, boxer Danny Flynn (Daniel Day-
Lewis) adhered to the illegal group’s
coda and kept his silence.

For this, he is accorded a modicum of
respect in the old neighborhood. The
boxer now seeks to resurrect his life, and
maybe his career.

But going about the business of living
your life in Northern Ireland hasn’t got-
ten any easier in the last 15 years. As Mr.
Flynn soon learns, the same divisive
enmities come to roost the moment one
chances a bit of garden variety happi-
ness. This includes Danny’s relationship
with Maggie (Emily Watson), the girl he
left behind, so to speak.

Attempting to do the noble thing when
he was imprisoned, the pugilist gave
Maggie the gate. She, in turn, married
Danny’s best friend. Now the best friend
is still in the pokey and Danny has come
a courting.

Director Jim Sheridan, who also co-
wrote the script with Terry George (Any
Mother’s Son), weaves a unique kind of
love story here, with nary a steamy scene
to fog your glasses. Though the emphatic
dialogue can get a mite thick with cliché
and metaphor at times, there is never any
doubt that Maggie and Danny have that
soul connection thing going on.

This is due in large part to peerless
performances by Miss Watson and Mr.
Day-Lewis, star-crossed lovers deter-
mined to brave the obstacles. Heighten-
ing the tensions of this romantic love is
the knowledge that they are going against
IRA mores: One does not woo a prisoner’s
wife, a strict dictate memorably estab-
lished early in the film.

There is a haunting danger, an ever-
present tension, permeating Mr.
Sheridan’s work. Nothing seems safe.
It’s in the lilt of  every conversation:

As Danny Flynn reinaugurates his ring
exploits, no bit of hometown pride and
optimism can be served up without an
accompanying threat of doom. The Belfast
streets look dank, sparse, lifeless, as if
rain only soils the landscape, unable to
cleanse the city of some strange original
sin.

Mr. Sheridan’s microcosm of intoler-
ance points up not only the untenable
situation in Ulster, but in every place in
the world where hate has come to be the

main product. The searing script cap-
tures this age-old political malady and
weaves it into a sadly poignant tapestry.

It becomes clear that whatever the
original reasons for conflict, these an-
cient antagonisms have now been fran-
chised by a variety of parasites — oppor-
tunists who have learned to play the
conflict’s emotions to their selfish ad-
vantage. Hence, not only is it Protestants
against Catholics under the unhappy scru-
tiny of the British overlord; the sad situ-
ation is further complicated by splinter
groups within the Irish Republican Army
itself.

Currently, in sensitive negotiations for
peace, Maggie’s dad (a splendid Brian
Cox as Joe Hamill), the local IRA honcho,
views Danny’s personal renaissance as a
symbolic watershed. But his fiercely con-
trary lieutenant, Harry (Gerard
McSorley), long Danny’s nemesis, is
determined to rain heavily on his enemy’s
parade, including his attempts to estab-
lish a non-sectarian boxing gym for local
youngsters.

Ken Stott is sadly endearing here as
Ike, Danny’s guzzling manager. Adding
to the dramatic complications, Maggie’s
son, Liam (Ciaran Fitzgerald), grows
increasingly jealous of Mom’s attentions
to Danny.

The boxing sequences, while astutely
choreographed, are not as exciting as
they are socially instructive. When Danny
battles a Nigerian opponent at a posh
London club, the incongruous scene
speaks volumes about caste and power
— not too unlike the way boxing movies
in the 1930s reflected the mood of the
Depression. Problem is, though The Boxer
metes out a very eloquent volley of
sociopolitical truths, simply seen as
drama, the relentless one-two combina-
tion could render the casual viewer a bit
punchy.

*****
The Boxer, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Jim Sheridan
and stars Daniel-Day Lewis, Emily
Watson and Gerard McSorley. Running
time: 107 minutes.

BULLS AND BEARS
The Long and Short of It

“There are two times in a man’s life
when he should not speculate: when he
can’t afford it and when he can,” accord-
ing to Mark Twain. Stock market bulls
and bears, however, speculate frequently
and many make a good living doing so.

The bull and bear are both specialists,
but each takes a different approach to his
speculative efforts. Let’s examine the
origins of these intrepid capitalists.

According to Stuart Flexner, the term
bear was originally an English stock
market term which first appeared in 1709.
A bear, in its financial sense, has always
been “one who bought in anticipation of
a slump or fall in the market.”

The bear idiom apparently comes from
the old axiom: “selling the skin before
you’ve caught the bear.” Such a trader
was called a bearskin, and this name in
time was shortened to bear.

By 1849, a financial bear was called a
“short” in the United States. The bear, or
short, in effect, sold shares he did not
actually own, believing the price would
soon drop. When it did drop, he would
then buy the shares at the lower price and
reap his profit.

The use of these terms was probably
influenced by the English sport of bear
and bull baiting, a practice in which
people no longer engage. To be a bear or
bearish is also an idiomatic expression
for “one who is generally pessimistic.”

The derivation of a bull is not as well
attested as bear. Some authorities sug-
gest that it comes from the bull’s habit
of tossing its head, while others are
convinced that the bull label stems from
the bull’s potency, which suggests
strength.

A bull, in the stock market sense, is a
“speculator who purchases with the ex-
pectancy of a rise in price” and is, there-
fore, generally considered optimistic or
“bullish.”

Since 1852, a bull has also been known
as “a long” in the United States.

There you have the long and short of
this very volatile subject.

Telephone Advertising May Give
Surprised Calles a Real Hang-up

By Louis H. Clark

Town Residents Thank
‘First Night’ Sponsors,
Organizers for Effort
Reading the letter to the editor from

Julia C. Black about Westfield’s “First
Night” reminded me of the wonderful
time my husband and I had attending
“First Night.”

We attended the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra performance and particularly
enjoyed seeing the children in the bal-
cony obviously thrilled to be watching
the performance with their parents and
friends.

We attended several other events
where we were warmly greeted by the
hosts. We met friends along the way who
spoke of events they’d attended and urged
us to go to them, too. Everybody seemed
to be having a great time.

May I add my congratulations and
thanks to the planners and sponsors of
First Night. It was a lovely evening!

Mary Louise Clarke
Westfield

Scotch Plains Council
Encouraged to Support

Ocean Routing Plan
Scotch Plains has been suffering from

jet noise for too many years.
Many other communities in northern

and central New Jersey also face this
same problem. Such a widespread pub-
lic issue must be addressed by a solution
that serves the best interests of all.

For this reason, ocean routing is clearly
the best answer for both New Jersey and
for Scotch Plains.

It is time for the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council to join other elected offi-
cials across the state and wholeheartedly
support such a regional solution.

Raymond Mager
Scotch Plains

State Needs to Spend More Dollars
On Pedestrian Safety Remedies

With another child becoming a pe-
destrian victim in Westfield, the second
incident in just a few weeks at a school,
it is time to take stock of our actions as
drivers.

No matter what the carelessness of
the children involved, we have to real-
ize that New Jersey is second in the
nation in pedestrian deaths for a reason
and only we can change our driving
behavior.

As members of the BRAKES Group,
we have surveyed the situation at all of
our schools and what we have found is

not encouraging. We have to accept that
large numbers of children released onto
the streets at once, children walking
along our roads without sidewalks, and
large numbers of vehicles converging at
one time, is inherently dangerous.

We as parents or merely passing
drivers must exercise more caution and
at a minimum obey traffic laws. For
example, it is illegal to park within 25
feet of an intersection without a stop
sign and 50 feet where there is a stop
sign.

These regulations are flouted daily
and are extremely dangerous to the chil-
dren who must venture into these inter-
sections and the children who act as
crossing guards. Drivers at our schools
are rarely observed using their turn sig-
nals before pulling to or away from the
curb, which again creates an unneces-
sarily hazardous situation.

It is time to put our children and other
pedestrians first in Westfield. Many
solutions lie at the state level as well.
New Jersey spends only 2 percent of its
federal transportation safety funds on
pedestrian remedies.

If you agree that this situation should
change, and that the state should redi-
rect some small measure of its finding,
please call the New Jersey Department
of Transportation.

Lauren Shub
BRAKES Group

Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Where has American inventiveness
gone to? After all, we invented junk
mail, junk telephone solicitations, and
credit cards. Who’s beating us? Europe-
ans, that’s who.

According to a recent article in The
Times, if you want to make a telephone
call in Milan, you go to your telephone
and pick up the receiver. Instead of a
buzz, you get a voice telling you all about
the virtues – Luigi’s Pizza Parlor or the

big sale at Signorina Estellina’s dress
shop —for about 30 seconds. Then the
telephone goes silent and the buzz comes
on and you can make your call.

This is a fabulously successful experi-
ment going on in Milan. It is now being
tried out in Germany and Sweden.

I can imagine a conversation in this
country. You hear noises downstairs at 3
a.m. You immediately grab the tele-
phone and at that hour, instead of getting
a buzz, you get a female voice saying,
“Lonely? Still up? Well, come over to my
place and we can make you so tired
you’ll go right to sleep.” This takes 30
seconds before the buzz comes on, and
you can ring 911.

Or, it’s 4 o’clock in the afternoon and
your child wants to call a friend. But
first, he has to listen to a jovial voice
saying, “Toys, Toys, Toys. We have the
new Ring-A-Ding that you can eat after
you’ve played with it.” The kid is going
to forget who he is calling and starts
bothering his mother for one of the Ring-
A-Dings.

Don’t say no one would stand for it.
The entrepreneurs who started it pre-
dict that in 10 years it will be all over
Europe.

So some day you’ll pick up your tele-
phone and hear someone saying, “You
gotta vote for Benjy. He’ll cut taxes, get
rid of waste in government, and get the
money where it belongs....” At the end of
which you’ll say, “Put it in his pocket, I
bet.”

Melba Nixon Acknowledges Persons
Who Have Led Recreation Dept.

After 15 years, my service on the
Westfield Recreation Commission has
ended. It seemed to be a good time for
reflection and a time to acknowledge
some of the people who have worked
hard to make Westfield’s Recreation
Department one of  the best  in
America.

First, I would like to extend my best
wishes for rewarding and productive
service to new Commissioners Thomas
Cusimano and Maureen Regan.

When I look back over the last de-
cade and a half, I think of the people
who produced results. The three di-
rectors were Ruth Hi l l ,  Paul
Campanelli, and the team of Glenn
Burrell and Jim Gildea. Ruth was a
woman of keen intellect and wide rang-
ing interests who worked closely with
town administrators, Town Council
and commissioners to develop a com-
prehensive program of instruction in
music, painting, sculpture and exer-
cise, an excellent summer playground
program, Little League sports, man-
agement of the Westfield Memorial
Pool and stewardship of our parks and
fields.

Paul Campanelli, while continuing
Ruth’s work, made a major effort in
addressing our youth’s recreational

needs. The Teen Center program at the
Municipal Building on Friday and Sat-
urday nights are one happy result of that
effort.

In addition to managing previously
developed programs, Glenn Burrell and
Jim Gildea have really been good will
ambassadors to the youth of the com-
munity. Their work on the Haunted
House and Graduation Bash are just
two examples of that effort.

The first chairman that I worked with
was Roger Chandler. Rarely lasting
more than an hour, the meetings that
Roger chaired were models of efficiency
and effectiveness. Roger could “hear”
nine different perspectives, summarize
them and then meld them into a cohe-
sive statement of policy.

Next, John Crout served as chair-
man, bringing a high level of profes-
sionalism to pool management. Under
his direction we hired a professional
engineering firm that specialized in pool
construction and maintenance that de-
veloped long-range plans for building
and maintenance of the Memorial Pool
Complex.

John’s regular and frequent meetings
with the Mayor and Town Council made
for excellent communication  between
the two groups and greatly benefited
the public.

Sy Koslowsky, the third chairman
with whom I worked, has developed
collaborations with the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, the Westfield “Y,” the West-
field Community Center, the Westfield
Neighborhood Council, the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, the Optimist Club
and other organizations.

These partnerships have made for
more and better use of personnel, better
care of parks and fields and have helped
us to serve the public better.

Jonathan Jones has chaired the Pool
Committee for a number of years and
has provided important oversight as
that facility was modernized and made
more beautiful.

I have wonderful memories of work-
ing with these gentlemen and with Ralph
Hobson, Fran Comstock, Dan Schwebel,
Steve Garfinkel, Koltar Singh, Mel
Koren and others.

Tamaques, Mindowaskin,
Brightwood and several small parks are
a spectacular recreational resource for
our town. I take pride in having helped
to maintain that legacy.

Melba Nixon
Westfield

Free Income Tax
Preparation Slated
Federal and state income tax forms

will be prepared free of charge for
senior citizens, disabled and low in-
come persons at the following loca-
tions from Tuesday, February 10,
through Wednesday, April 15, by
appointment:

• Scotch Plains Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, (908) 322-5007.

• St. Helen’s Parish Center, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, (908)
232-1867.

• Westfield Community Center,
558 West Broad Street, Westfield,
(908) 232-4759.

A New Jersey tax form must be
filed for a homestead or tenant re-
bate, even for those persons who
have no taxable income.

School Year to Begin
Prior to Labor Day

The 1998-1999 school year in
Westfield will begin before Labor
Day, on Wednesday. September 2.

The decision to start school be-
fore Labor Day was made at the
December 16 meeting of the Board
of Education, following discus-
sions at prior board meetings, no-
tices in local newspapers, and con-
versations with Parent-Teacher
groups.

Board members noted that the
majority of public opinion favored
beginning school prior to Labor
Day. By doing so, the last day of
the school year is scheduled for
Monday, June 21. Two “snow days”
are included in the 1998-1999 cal-
endar.

Copies of the calendar are avail-
able in the Board Secretary’s Of-
fice and the Office of School/Com-
munity Relations at 302 Elm Street
in Westfield.

County Freeholder Bd. Getting Fresh Look
With Addition of Mrs. Ruotolo, Mr. Mingo
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders

will continue to have representation from Westfield
following the recent selection of Mary J. Ruotolo to
fill the unexpired term of Carol I. Cohen. Ms. Cohen,
who resigned to become Union County Counsel, was
elected to the board in 1995.

Joining Mrs. Ruotolo on the board is Lewis Mingo,
Jr., of Plainfield, who has replaced Walter D. McNeil,
also of Plainfield. Mr. McNeil resigned in December
to become City Administrator in Plainfield.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late Union County
Prosecutor Andrew K. Ruotolo, and Mr. Mingo will
officially join the board tonight, January 29, during a
swearing-in ceremony beginning at 6 p.m. in the
Freeholders Meeting Room of the Union County
Administration Building in Elizabeth.

Ms. Cohen, a Westfield attorney, will officially
begin her new role following a noon swearing-in
ceremony in the Freeholders office on Sunday,
February 8.

The two new Freeholders will serve out the terms of
Ms. Cohen and Mr. McNeil, which will expire at the
end of this year. Also up for re-election this year is
Freeholder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan, a resident of
Elizabeth. The deadline for filing petitions for the
June primary and November general election is Thurs-
day, April 9. The Democrats hold a 9-0 majority on
the board and have swept the last three elections —
picking up five seats and the majority (beginning last
year) in the process.

In addition to Westfield, Plainfield and Elizabeth,
other communities with hometown Freeholders are
Fanwood, Linden, Union, Rahway, Roselle Park and

Elizabeth. The City of Elizabeth, the county seat, is
also represented by Freeholder Donald Goncalves.
All seats on the board are at-large, meaning the total
vote county-wide determines the winners.

The board’s main focus since Democrats took the
majority is on economic development. Also, the
Union County Department of Parks and Recreation
is moving ahead with plans to dredge 11 of the
county’s lakes, including the upper portion of Echo
Lake in Mountainside and Westfield, and Surprise
Lake in Mountainside, located in the Watchung
Reservation — all part of the county’s capital bud-
get for 1998. The board also will work with officials
at developing final plans for a new golf clubhouse at
the Oak Ridge course in Clark. The previous club-
house has been declared an historic landmark and is
considered by officials as no longer meeting the
needs of golfers.

The board is also working with the Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) at hammering out a
25-year lease agreement with Ogden Martin Sys-
tems of Union, Inc., the contractor of the Rahway
garbage incinerator. The lease agreement repre-
sents the board’s and the UCUA’s solution to a
federal court decision which, in effect, deregulated
the garbage industry in New Jersey by ending
waste flow restrictions. In Union County these
restrictions enabled the UCUA to direct garbage to
the incinerator.

These are just a few of the issues facing the board
this year. We welcome the new Freeholders to the
board as they prepare to roll up their sleeves and
get to work.


