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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

Kehler’s
Athletic
Balance

Subs, Deli &
Catering

221 South Ave
Westfield
233-0430

261 South Ave
Westfield
232-1919

The
Leader
Store

109 E. Broad St.
Westfield
233-5609

789-0140

The Mattress
Factory

Taylor & Love

436 South Ave
Westfield

654-6666

December Scholar Athlete

E ducational Achievement
A thletic Achievement
G ood School Standing
L eadership
E nthusiasm

RONNIE KASHLAK… Junior — Westfield Ice Hockey team. Recently,
Kashlak has been big news in almost all newspaper sports sections in New
Jersey. Kashlak has been and remains the leading scorer in New Jersey. During
the month of December, Kashlak has scored 31 goals and added 15 assists to
total 46 points in only nine games. Kashlak possesses all the qualifications
necessary for a scholar-athlete. A picture of the Scholar-Athlete will be on
display in a few weeks in one of the above establishments. In addition, a picture
of the scholar-athlete with an owner will appear in The Westfield Leader and
The Times. The Scholar-Athlete of the Month is selected by a group of judges
from the Optimist Club of Westfield.

MELENDEZ, FEELEY RULE; FEKETE REACHES 7-0

Raider Wrestlers Rumble;
Crush the Cougars, 51-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The spirited Scotch Plains-Fanwood
wrestling team claimed its fourth win in a
row, by calming the Cougars of Cranford,
51-21, in Scotch Plains on January 14.
Juniors Tony Melendez and Jim Feeley
recorded pins for the Raiders to continue
their winning ways.

The mood was set when Andrea
Christiani and Gary Fletcher inspired the
fans and the wrestlers by singing “The
Stars Spangled Banner.” The Raiders’
pace was set when John Hagen grabbed
Dan Genovese with a front headlock
takedown and immediately clamped him
in a cradle for a 1:12 pin at the 103-pound
class, to put the Raiders in the lead, 6-0.

The Cougars bit back, at 112, when
Adam Sylvester snapped a 6-6 tie with
Mike Loewinger by catching him with his
head down and crunching him with a
cradle, to record a fall in 4:35.

At 119, Raider Charlie Tripet had a battle
with Cougar Rob Verhoeven. Tripet con-
verted a single-leg to a double-leg takedown
in the first period. In the second period,
Verhoeven caught Tripet with a half nelson
on two occasions, and picked up four back
points to take a 4-2 lead. Tripet quickly
pulled out a five-point move by reversing
Verhoeven and putting him on his back.
Tripet added three more points in the third
period, when he scored an escape and a
takedown, to record a 10-4 win.

The Cougars tied the team score, 9-9,
when Florio Hawkins decisioned A.J.
Romeo, 7-0, at 125; however, junior Tony
Melendez decided to put an end to the
trading of team points. At 130, Melendez
blinded James Seeman with a quick head
slap to a double leg scoop, lifting him off
the mats before bringing him to the mats
for two points.

Melendez picked up a penalty point,
then added two back points, when he
pried Seeman with a power half. In the
second period, Melendez zoomed the
score to 10-0 by clamping Seeman in a
cradle, then by nearly beheading him with

a guillotine. Seconds later, 3:28 into the
bout, Melendez cranked Seeman for good
with a devastating power half.

As to why, Melendez had an imperfect
cut with the guillotine maneuver,
Melendez explained, “Seeman just balled
up; I did have it, but my arm just slipped
off his head.”

Afterwards, the Raiders went on a pin-
ning rampage by winning the next three
bouts. At 135, Mike Natale upped the
team score to 21-9, after scoring a takedown
and a two-point near fall before flattening
Cougar Matt Symanski in 1:10.

Mike Grabel continued the raid at 140
by hitting Chris Symanski with a double-
leg takedown, then pinning him with a half
nelson and a body press in :42. Mark Ricca
slammed Travis Raftree with a headlock to

register a :53 fall at 145, catapulting the
Raiders to a 33-9 lead.

Cougar Bill Bennett received the better
side of a 14-8 decision over Raider Matt
Oley at 152. Oley initiated the scoring
with a takedown. Afterwards Bennett
tallied three reversals, an escape, a
takedown, two penalty points and a near
fall while Oley added three reversals.

The Raiders added 12 more team points,
making the score 45-12, when Chris Stiglitz
pinned Efran Ortiz with a half nelson in
1:43 at the 160 class and Eric Viscardi won
by forfeit at 171.

Senior Tony Zardecki had all he could
handle, when he faced Cougar Nik Fekete
at 189. Fekete placed third in the states at
189 last year and is a major candidate for

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Who will be the next Raider to step
forward and be the star? Will it be Dave
Gewirtz, Don Patterson, Jeff Feighner,
Ben Martinez, Doug Bishop, or all of the
above? Boom! This time, it was Ben
Martinez who dazzled the fans and the
Kearny High School boys’ basketball
team, as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys “krushed” the Kardinals, 60-

MARTINEZ STRIKES ‘19’ FROM EVERYWHERE!

Raiders Nail a Perfect ‘10’;
Krush the Kardinals, 60-38

38, in Scotch Plains on January 15 to
scoop up their 10th straight victory with-
out a defeat this season.

Not since 1948 had the Raiders been 10-
0. Now, with names such as Gewirtz,
Patterson, Feighner, Bishop and Martinez,
the Raiders have done it again. The Raiders
do not boast one single super star, but do
have several shining lights. If one light
starts to dim, the others glow brighter.
Sometimes, a flash comes from here; an-

other flash comes from there; but no op-
ponent to date has figured out the Raiders’
pattern of flashing.

Against the Kardinals in the first quar-
ter, Patterson took advantage of two of-
fensive rebounds, while still in the air and
poofed the ball into the basket both times.
In addition, he slicked in a breakaway
layup for his sixth point of the quarter.
Martinez hit for four points, and Feighner
sank a jumper and two foul shots to give
the Raiders a 14-6, first-quarter edge.

The Raiders maintained their poise in
the second quarter. Martinez nailed a
three-pointer which drew the Kardinals’
attention, then Gewirtz turned their heads
again, hitting for four points. Martinez
sank four more points, then Patterson
came underneath and slid in two after
Bishop hit a foul shot to make the half-
time score 28-20.

In the third quarter, Patterson and
Feighner each hit two-pointers; Patterson
added a foul shot, then Martinez darted in
with a layup. Bishop loosened the Kardinal
defense with a three-pointer, then
Martinez pulled off a most dazzling fake-
pass layup which had the fans and the

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’ bas-
ketball team barely beat a scrappy
Cranford squad in a rough and physical
contest on January 13 in Westfield.
Junior Liz McKeon exploded for 10 of
her game high 24 points in the third
quarter to thwart the Cougar comeback.
The Blue Devils squeaked by to register
a 45-41 victory.

Westfield came out strong against the
Cougars in the first half. The Blue Devil
offense broke through the Cougar full
court press and garnered a convincing,

MCKEON AND VINEGRA SIZZLE WITH OFFENSE

Blue Devils Cage Cranford;
Plow Lady Farmer Cagers

16-7, first quarter lead. Seniors Vicky
Nusse and Suzanne Vinegra added four
points apiece.

The Blue Devils controlled the defen-
sive glass with senior Megan Devitt and
McKeon grabbing a total of eight defensive
boards. The Devil girls came away with a
23-17 half time lead.

Devitt said, “Our offense and defense
did a really good job at controlling the
rebounds. We had a slight size advantage
that helped us.”

Things began to get intense in the third
quarter as both teams became increasingly
physical. A Cougar player was tossed out

of the game as a result of the highly
physical play. Westfield was awarded
two technical foul shots and McKeon
nailed both to give the Blue Devils a 31-19
lead.

Later, in the third quarter, the Blue
Devil offense began to lose some flame
when the Cougars mustered a strong come-
back. The Blue Devil defense had a tough
time containing Annette Matlosz of the
Cougars who threw in 10-consecutive
points in the third and fourth quarters.
The Cougars kept sinking basket-after-
basket as they went on a 19-4 run.

The Blue Devils appeared to be fin-
ished as they fell behind 38-35, but the tide
soon changed. The Devils regained their
offensive composure and netted three con-
secutive field goals to turn back the Cou-
gars. Freshman Carolyn Matthews sank a
desperately needed basket to give the Blue
Devils a 40-38 lead. The Cougars threat-
ened to take the lead again with less than
a minute remaining, but Vinegra hit two
foul shots to secure the 45-41 victory.

McKeon lead all scoring with 24. Devitt
and Vinegra each tossed in seven points as
Nusse had four. Senior Annie Ruvolo,
sophomore Valerie Griffith and Matthews
all threw in two points. The Blue Devils
were exceptional from the free throw line,
making 15 out of the 24 attempts.

McKeon said, “It was a very physi-
cal game but we proved that we can
come from behind when we work to-
gether. I think we all were a little
shocked in the third quarter when they
started coming back. But overall it was
a very good team effort.”

On January 16, the Blue Devils domi-
nated the Union High School Farmers
and rolled to a 62-49 win. Vinegra net-
ted a season high 22 points to pace the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team dominated both sides of the puck to
defeat Brick Memorial by a score of 9-1
on January 12. Junior Ronnie Kashlak
exploded for four goals and one assist to
lead the Blue Devils to a 10-3 record and
a four-game winning streak.

Two minutes into the first period
against Brick Memorial, junior forward
Josh Falcone launched a slap-shot that
nearly went in after hitting the upper
cross-bar. For the rest of the period, the
Blue Devil defense anchored by senior
Captain Brenden Hickey and Assistant
Captains Bryan Gates and Brad Schwartz
kept the Brick Memorial forwards at bay.

Devils Crumble Brick;
Lose to D. Bosco Icers

The first quarter of play ended in a 0-0
stalemate.

In the second period, the Blue Devil
offense erupted for five goals. Within the
first two minutes, Kashlak found the back
of the net off a beautiful pass from fresh-
man forward Brandon Kape. Four min-
utes later, Kashlak struck again for an-
other goal off of a missed slap shot from
Gates to make the score 2-0.

Falcone kept the offensive onslaught
alive when he ripped a shot to the upper
left corner of the goal to put the Devils up
by three. Kape also tallied a goal and was
assisted by Gates. With two minutes left
in the period, Gates rushed the puck up to
the blue line and launched a missile past
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By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A great example of teamwork and in-
dividual effort ignited a final-quarter scor-
ing blaze which rewarded the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team with
a 48-46 victory over the hosting Bayonne
High School squad on January 14. Blue
Devil junior Tom Langton became a ma-
jor stumbling “block” for Bayonne as he
“batted” away its chances.

Neither team could gain a scoring
advantage in either the first or second
quarter. The score was tied, 24-24, at
the half. Juniors Lamont Turner and
Maurice Boatwright tossed in four
points apiece to surge the offense. Jun-
ior Pete Anzelone also contributed two
points to fuel the Blue Devils.
Langton’s domination of the defensive
boards began when he ripped down
four rebounds to keep Bayonne from
additional scoring chances.

The stalemate continued in the second
quarter as each team scored a mere 11
points. Boatwright and Turner helped
the Blue Devil offense with two steals
apiece. Boatwright led the offensive
charge in the second quarter with six of his
13 points. Langton continued to frustrate
Bayonne by rejecting more shots.

Langton said, “The players on
Bayonne liked to drive a lot so I found it
easy to block their shots because they
were shooting down low. A lot of re-
bound opportunities came my way so I
just stepped up and grabbed them.”

The actions of the third and fourth
quarter, however, were to provide a see-
saw effect of dominance. In the third
quarter, the Blue Devils’ offense was
out of sync and managed to score an
embarrassing four points. On the other
hand, Bayonne’s quick offense fired in
15 points.

Down 39-28 to begin the final period,
the Blue Devil offensive bonfire began.
Senior Rob McCullam’s accuracy began to
catch fire as he threw in two tremendous
three-pointers to thrust Westfield back
into the game.

Once again Langton iced the Bayonne
offense when he turned back five shots to
keep the offensive surge from dying out.
The Blue Devils refused to be defeated as
Turner and Boatwright connected for a
total of seven points to keep the Devils’
fire red-hot. The Blue Devils were still in
desperate need of points as they trailed by
three with two minutes remaining.

McCullam took matters into his own
hands when he netted his fourth three
pointer of the night to tie the game at 43.
Bayonne threatened to take the lead
back but with a minute left to go senior
Captain Greg Freisen netted a three
pointer to shatter Bayonne’s come-
back. The game ended with the Blue
Devils victorious 48-46.

McCullam finished the game as the
highest scorer with 14 points followed
by Boatwright who scored 13. Turner
and Freisen contributed seven and five
points, respectively. Langton and
Anzelone scored four apiece. In per-
haps his biggest game of the season,
Langton pulled down an astounding 13
rebounds and registered a whopping 11
blocked shots.

Langton said “It feels really good to
come back and win against Bayonne. We
had a couple of players step up and hit
some really big three pointers in the fourth
quarter which won it for us. I think if we
can continue to come back despite being
behind, we have a bright future.”

The win boosted Westfield’s record to
5-3 and Bayonne’s record evened to 4-4.
Westfield 13 11   4 20 48
Bayonne 13 11 15   7 46

Plainfield 51, Irvington 49
Irvington (4-5)   4 10 19 16 49
Plainfield (6-3) 18   9   8 160 51
Linden 61, Kearny 51
Linden (4-5) 11 14 14 11 11 61
Kearny (3-6) 14 12 14 10   1 51
Elizabeth 38, Union 36
Elizabeth (2-6) 11 14   5   8 38
Union (7-2) 15   7   7   7 36

January 15:
Elizabeth 64, Shabazz 63 OT
Shabazz (2-7) 14 16 19   7   7 63
Elizabeth (3-6) 16 22   6 12   8 64
Cranford 95, South Plainfield 40
Cranford (7-3) 21 18 26 30 95
S. Plainfield (0-9)   8 13 11   8 40
Newark East Side 46, Rahway 44
Rahway (2-7) 11 10 17   6 44
East Side (9-1) 20   5   8 13 46

Watchung Conference
Boys’ Basketball:

LANGTON ‘BAT’TERS BAYONNE

Blue Devil Boys ‘Block’
Bayonne Cagers, 48-46

January 17:
Linden 73, Cranford 53
Linden (5-5) 17 15 20 21 73
Cranford (7-4)   3 14 16 20 53
Carteret 65, Rahway 61
Carteret (8-1) 17 18 14 16 65
Rahway (2-8) 13 20 16 12 61

BLUE DEVIL DEFENSIVE ACTION… Seniors Assistant Captain Brad Schwarz,
No. 6, Christian Fagan, No. 24, and junior Kevin Anton clear their zone in the middle
of the second period in a recent Westfield High School Varsity Ice Hockey game
against the 15th-ranked Don Bosco Prep. Junior Mike Bird registered his first hat
trick of the season while Ron Kashlak, the state leader in scoring, and Brandon Kape
scored other goals. Although out-shot by Westfield, Don Bosco won 8-5.

Five Westfield High School ice hockey
players remain among the top state’s top
scoring threats in public schools. Ronnie
Kashlak leads all hockey players, public or
private schools, in scoring with 44 goals
and 23 assists for a total of 67 points.
Kashlak’s nearest competition for the title
is Nick Burke of Hun with 57 total points.

Blue Devil Brandon Kape put together
14 goals and 18 assists for a 32 total, Josh
Falcone with 13 goals and 16 assists for 29
total, Bryan Gates with nine goals and 20
assists for 29 total and Mike Byrd with 12
goals and 15 assists for 27 total also are
listed among the leaders.

As a team, the Blue Devils are ranked
19th by The Star Ledger.

Five Devil Icemen
Invade Ice Hockey

Scoring List

DEADLINE INFO.DEADLINE INFO.DEADLINE INFO.DEADLINE INFO.DEADLINE INFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4 P.M.
Weekend sports ONLY will
be accepted up till Noon on
Monday. Aritcles must be
typed, double spaced, upper
and lower case and no longer
than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
STRETCHING FOR THE REBOUND…Raiders Ben Martinez, No. 11, and Jeff
Feighner, center, leap for the basketball during the game with the Kardinals on
January 15 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders won their 10th-straight game of the
season by trouncing Kearny, 60-38.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A HAIRY EXPERIENCE…Blue Devil senior Megan Devitt experiences a visual
obstruction from her hair, but still sees her way to help the Blue Devils defeat
the Cougars,   ,in Westfield on January 14.


