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Chamber Reveals Support
For Pedestrian Safety Signs

SYMBOL OF SAFETY…Russ Evans of Print Tech, center, displays the new
Pedestrian Safety Sign for the downtown, accompanied by fellow Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce board members. Joining Mr. Evans, pictured left
to right, are: Scott Beresford of Summit Bank, Warren Rorden of Rorden Realty,
Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick and Stan Baum of Scott Shoes.

Members of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Board of Di-
rectors have announced their sup-
port for the reinstallation of Pedes-
trian Safety Signs in the town’s cen-
tral retail business district.

Part of the expense of purchasing
and installing the signs has been
pledged by board members Warren
Rorden of Rorden Realty, Stan Baum
of Scott Shoes, Russ Evans of Print
Tech, and Scott Beresford of Summit
Bank, among others.

The Pedestrian Safety Signs are
scheduled to be installed by the end
of February, throughout the down-
town, by the Westfield Department of
Public Works.

“The signs will remind motorists
that there is a state law mandating that
cars yield to pedestrians in cross-
walks,” remarked Mr. Baum, Chamber
Chairman.

“The Chamber of Commerce feels
this effort is essential to insure the
safety of shoppers and visitors to
downtown Westfield,” he added.

Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick,
Chairwoman of the Public Safety Com-
mittee in Westfield, originally pro-
posed the idea of Pedestrian Safety
Signs in the central retail business
district in 1994.

They were installed in 1995, and
had to be removed in 1996, until guide-
lines for their usage could be devel-
oped by the New Jersey Department
of Transportation.

Councilwoman Vernick stated,
“When the signs were originally in-
stalled, pedestrians noticed a marked
difference in the level of courtesy that
motorists extended to them.

“We are now looking forward to
creating a safer environment for pe-
destrians,” she maintained.

Free History Course
Is Offered to Seniors
The Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-

ing Corporation, in conjunction with
The Westfield Foundation and the
Learning Is Forever (LIFE) Center of
Union County College, will sponsor a
class on its premises during the spring
semester.

“United States History Since 1865”
is a three-credit course that studies
the history of the nation from the
Reconstruction Era to the present.
The focus will be on political, diplo-
matic, economic, social and intellec-
tual development.

This is a continuation of the course
which was offered in the fall. Inter-
ested individuals may still attend if
they missed that course.

The instructor, Dr. Christopher
Gibbs, received his Master of Arts
Degree in History from the University
of Northern Colorado and his doctor-
ate from the University of Missouri.

He is the author of “The Great Silent
Majority” and co-author of “Grass
Roots Politics,” and has written sev-
eral articles on American history for
magazines and scholarly journals.

This course is offered free of charge
to Union County residents who are 62
or older. It will be held each Friday
from 10 a.m. to noon beginning on
January 23, and ending in the begin-
ning of May.

Registration will take place the first
day of class. Due to building recon-
struction, the course will be held in the
dining room of Building Two at 1129
Boynton Avenue.

Guest parking is limited, so
carpooling is suggested. For further
information, please call Susan Lampert
at (908) 233-1733.

Storytime on Elm Lists
Winter Program Dates

Storytime on Elm, located at 35 Elm
Street, will resume its regular
storytelling programs on Monday,
January 26. The schedule is as fol-
lows:

Mondays — 1:30 p.m. (Preschool
through Kindergarten). There will be
no program on February 16.

Thursdays — 1:30 p.m. (children
ages 4 to 6). No program will be held
on Thursday, February 12.

This winter storytime schedule will
continue through Monday, February
23.

A special “Lap Time” storytime for
very young children will be held on
Wednesday, February 18, at 10:30 a.m.

No advance registration is required
for any of the above programs.

For further information, please in-
quire at Storytime on Elm or call (908)
232-1343.

WIND ENSEMBLE, CONCERT & JAZZ BANDS ON TAP

Terrill’s Annual Winter
Concert Set for Tuesday

Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains
will present its annual winter concert of
instrumental music on Tuesday, January
27, at 7:30 p.m. The public is invited to
attend the event which will feature over 200
students in five performing groups.

Admission will be $2 for adults and $1
for students. Children under 5 years old and
senior citizens will be admitted for free.

The concert will be held in the audito-
rium of the school, located at 1301 Terrill
Road.

Performing will be the 55-piece Sixth
Grade Band and the 140-member Concert
Band, composed of seventh and eighth
graders. Also performing will be the Wind

Ensemble, the Terrill Jazz Band and Terrill
Jazz II.

The students involved in the middle
school instrumental music program have
been preparing since September for this
concert.

The Concert Bands and the Wind En-
semble will feature music that ranges from
Sousa to the Beatles. The Jazz Bands will
perform a variety of music from Van
Morrison to Glen Miller. The jazz en-
sembles both will include student soloists.

The program is under the direction of
Glenn Van Benschoten, Terrill Middle
School’s Band Director and instrumental
music teacher.

BOND ORDINANCE OKAYED ON FIRST READING

Mountainside Council Approves
1998 Regional Health Contract

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening the curtain on an ambi-
tious agenda for the year to come, the
Mountainside Borough Council is-
sued unanimous approval Tuesday
night of its 1998 regional health con-
tract with Westfield.

The governing body also okayed
— on first reading — an ordinance
that eventually calls for the issuance
of bond anticipation notes in order to
renovate “existing buildings.”

Since 1978, Mountainside has been
contracting yearly with the Westfield
Regional Health Department, which
also serves Garwood, Fanwood,
Springfield and Roselle Park.

While all towns still have an au-
tonomous board of health, being part
of the alliance enables each town in it
to save as much as two thirds of what
would otherwise be needed to pay for
a full-time health director.

Under state law, explained regional

health director Robert Sherr, each town
must have a full-time health officer.
But whereas the cost for each town
would be at roughly $100,000, regional
membership costs each town approxi-
mately a third of that, Mr. Sherr said.

Each town, however, still has a board
of health comprised of volunteers,
who then act like “my mayor and coun-
cil, and I’m like their administrator,”
Mr. Sherr further explained.

This year, Mountainside’s cost will
be $19,720.50, which is down consid-
erably from last year’s fee in the “low
to mid-20s,” Mr. Sherr noted.

The borough, as Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti had noted in his reorganiza-
tion speech of January 6, wants to
renovate the library, police station
and community room this year, thus
leading to the bond ordinance’s pas-
sage on first reading.

Although the actual number cited
in the measure is $470,000, only about
$270,000 will have to be borrowed
with bond anticipation notes, Bor-
ough Attorney John N. Post said.

“It’s really a big promissory note,”

explained Mr. Post, who noted that
$186,000 of the cost is already bud-
geted under capital improvement
funds, and another $13,500 will come
from the borough’s current budget.

The borough will not actually begin
seeking interest rate quotes from com-
peting banks until very shortly before
it actually needs the money, the attor-
ney emphasized.

That, in turn, cannot be done until
20 days after the second and final
passage next month, but this is to get
the time clock running, or in Mr. Post’s
words, “to get the process started.”

The work is expected to be done
this year, and the borough wants to
repay the bond notes over just a five-
year period, at about a fifth per year.

The council also gave unanimous
approval, again on first reading, to an
ordinance setting the cost for out-of-
town/non-residents who use the bor-
ough pool this summer.

An out-of-town family will pay $300
to use the pool, while a single member
at age 16 or over, will pay $150. Senior
citizens will pay just $110.College Club to Hear

Education Advocate
Peter Sobel, an advocate for im-

proving education in New Jersey, will
speak about the State Board of
Education’s adoption of Core Cur-
riculum Content Standards and what
it means for students, parents, teach-
ers and schools during the Monday,
January 26, meeting of the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains.

The meeting will begin at 8:30 p.m.
in the First Methodist Church on Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Sobel will discuss a new multi-
million dollar program and how the
Families Achieving the New Stan-
dards in mathematics, science and
technology project will demonstrate
for parents the changes they will see
in their children’s classrooms as a
result of the standards. The stan-
dards will involve students in Kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

Following the talk, a question-and-
answer session will be conducted. All
interested individuals are invited to
attend.

Mr. Sobel serves as an Education
Legislative Aide to United States
Senator Frank Lautenberg and Assis-
tant Director of Communications at
Yale University.

Until recently, he served as Assis-
tant Director of the New Jersey Math-
ematics Coalition, a non-profit orga-
nization working to improve math-
ematics education in New Jersey.

Twenty-two WHS Students
Named Bloustein Scholars

Twenty-two Westfield High School
(WHS) seniors have been selected as
Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished
Scholars by the Garden State Scholar-
ship Program of the New Jersey De-
partment of Education.

To qualify for this distinction, stu-
dents must place in the top 10 percent
of their classes and have a minimum
combined Student Assessment Test
(SAT) score of 1260, or be ranked first,
second or third in their class, as of the
end of their junior year.

Westfield’s group of 22 scholars
averaged a combined total of 1411
on their SATs. Four of these stu-
dents received perfect 800s on ei-
ther the verbal or mathematics por-
tion of the test, and one Westfield
High School student scored 800 on
both verbal and mathematics for a
perfect total of 1600.

Distinguished Scholars are offered
an annual award of $1,000 for up to
four years of undergraduate study at
a New Jersey college or university.

Those Westfield High School stu-
dents eligible for the award include:
Anisha Ambardar, Andrea Bistak,
Douglas Brandely, Nina Castells,
Meghan Corbett, Colleen Donovan,
Jennifer Early, Meghan Hely, Alice
Kelman, Pamela Lygate, Nishant
Mehta, Brooke Molloy, Genghis
Niver, Kathryn Nowicki, Thomas
Olsen, Eric Pidkameny, Diana
Shineman, Alexander Smith, Rishi
Talreja, Zeel Tamboli, George Wu and
Andrew Zachar.


