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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Blue Devils wrestling team could
not handle the power of the Chiefs in
Caldwell on January 7, as Caldwell High
School handed Westfield a 60-12 defeat.
The Chiefs matched up well with the Blue
Devils and won all four of the feature bouts.

The Chiefs collected 18 team points
by virtue of a fall at 103 and forfeits at 112
and 119; then the first match up of two
fine wrestlers occurred in the 125-pound
class, where Blue Devil Dan Todd faced
junior Jay Jenkins.

Jenkins slicked under Todd and scored
two points with a single-leg takedown.
Todd picked up a point with an escape,

BALY AT 160, WILLIAMS AT HWT GATHER PINS

Devil Wrestlers Trip Hard;
Stumble to Caldwell, 60-12

but Jenkins scored again on a single-leg
takedown. Todd added an escape, making
the score 4-2. Jenkins added another iden-
tical takedown followed by another escape
by Todd, bringing the score to 6-3.

Todd rode Jenkins throughout the sec-
ond period, then got another escape within
the first seven seconds of the third period.
Todd hit with a single-leg takedown and
put Jenkins to his back to take an 8-6 lead.
Jenkins reversed to tie the score; Todd
escaped to go ahead by one, but Jenkins
added a last-second takedown to steal a
10-9 victory.

At 130, two rough, quick and talented
wrestlers squared off. After both wres-
tlers attacked and countered each other

with blazing moves, junior Vinnie Barboza
of the Chiefs finally scored a double-leg
takedown on Jeff Kivetz. Barboza went
ahead, 4-0, in the second period using a
lightning switch reversal, but Kivetz re-
taliated with a standing, side roll reversal.

Barboza capitalized on Kivetz’s
takedown attempt in the third period and
spun behind to lead, 6-2. Kivetz quickly
turned in and slipped behind Barboza,
making the score 6-4. Later, Barboza re-
ceived a penalty point for Kivetz locking
hands, then added another on an escape to
win 8-4.

The next exciting bout came at 140
where Blue Devil Nick Friedman dropped
a teeth-grinding, 5-4 bout to rugged Matt
Serio. Friedman scored first on a barrel roll
takedown. Serio blasted out and escaped
the grasp of Friedman. Serio added an-
other escape, but got the bout-deciding
two points when he took Friedman down
in the last three seconds of the second
period to make the score 5-2.

Friedman added an escape and a pen-
alty point to make the score 5-4, but time
ran out. Each wrestler exhibited impres-
sive skills, determination and strength;
and, in many circumstances, the bout
could have gone either way.

Joe Caprio pulled out a high-scoring
17-14, decision over Blue Devil Mike
Kivetz at 152. Kivetz battled back from
a 10-1 deficit and nearly pinned Caprio
with a cradle in the first period. Both
wrestlers traded points throughout the
remainder of the bout, with Caprio amass-
ing the higher amount.

Senior Mike Baly did what he does best
when he annihilated Sam Chung of the
Chiefs in 3:29 at the 160-pound class.
Baly practiced a series of single-leg, double-
leg and duck-under takedowns before
clamping Chung with a cradle.

Blue Devil Brian Williams, wrestling at
heavyweight, showed improvement scor-
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The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team got the best of rival
Governor Livingston High School from
Berkeley Heights, toppling the Highland-
ers, 54-21, in Scotch Plains on January 5.

After Raider David Loewinger received
an easy forfeit at 103, his brother Mike
had more than his work cut out for him at
112 when he had to face junior Brett
Vanderveer. Last year, Vanderveer placed
fifth/sixth in the state at 103, and is
expected to visit Atlantic City as a com-
petitor this season.

Vanderveer wasted no time taking
Loewinger to the mats. Once on the
mats, Vanderveer exhibited a series of
pinning combinations. First, he worked
a tight-waist tilt; then, a head-in-arm pry
sometimes known as a Peery pinning
combination. Later, Vanderveer went
back to a tilt, then back to the Peery

MELENDEZ EDGES LECOMTE; RICCA WINS, 9-4

where he pried Loewinger to his back and
pinned him in 1:56.

Raider Charlie Tripet ran to the center
of the mat to face Tom Ehrhardt at 119.
Tripet slicked Ehrhardt with a single leg
takedown and controlled him throughout
the first period with a wrist-and-half riding
technique. In the second period, Tripet
reversed Ehrhardt and caught him in a
cradle pinning combination in 2:52, giving
the Raiders a 12-6 lead.

Sophomore A.J. Romeo had a very
physical bout with junior Kevin
Nadowski. Each wrestler scored on
takedowns, reversals and escapes before
Romeo got Nadowski off balance and
pinned him with a half nelson.

The Raiders went ahead, 24-6, when
130-pounder Mike Tripet pinned sopho-
more Dennis Hunchar in a headlock with
2:40 off the clock.

One of the two premiere bouts of the
afternoon came at 135. Raider junior Tony

Melendez had a battle with talented junior
Kris Lecomte. Within eight seconds,
Melendez performed a beautiful right-side,
single-leg takedown to take a 2-0 lead.

Toward the end of the period, after
attempting several switch reversal ma-
neuvers, Lecomte succeeded and tied the
score, but Melendez quickly escaped to
regain the lead, 3-2.

In the down position to start the second
period, Melendez quickly escaped with a
standup-turn in, then added a takedown to
go ahead, 6-2. Throughout the third pe-
riod, Melendez alternated a stretcher and
a single grapevine leg combination to con-
trol Lecomte and pull out the win.

At 140, Raider sophomore Mike Grabel
scored on a takedown, then worked sopho-
more Dan Reichard to his back for a three-
point near fall with a bar-arm combination
to take a 5-0 lead. In the second period,
Grabel added another takedown, then
pinned Reichard with a bar arm and wrist
control to a body press in 3:31.

With the Raiders up 33-6, the second
great match up took place in the 145-
pound class. Highlander Tim Marcantonio
and Luke Cerchio, both fine wrestlers,
promised an exciting and physical bout.

Cerchio initiated the war, but Marcantonio
countered and took Cerchio to the mats with
a double-leg takedown; then each wrestler
burnt up the mats as they traded switch-
reswitch moves until Cerchio reversed
Marcantonio to tie the score. With :10 left
in the first period, Marcantonio added a
reverse to take a 4-2 lead.

Marcantonio got a reversal in the sec-
ond period and turned Cerchio to his back
with a leg scissors and a power-half nelson
to go ahead, 9-2. Cerchio came back with
a reversal before the period ended.

Cerchio added an escape and quickly got
a duck-under and slip-through takedown to
close the score to 9-7. Marcantonio did a
slick sit-out turn-in, catching Cerchio’s leg
and scoring the reversal.

Marcantonio added three more back
points using a “stretcher” and power half.
Cerchio scored another reversal just be-
fore time ran out. Marcantonio gained the
14-9 decision.
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Several firsts were attained by the
Westfield High School girls’ indoor track
team which enabled them to easily grab
first place in the Union County girls’
indoor track relays; however, it was also
the first time the Blue Devil girls have ever
taken the county championships.

The Blue Devils won the title by present-
ing across-the-board talent which enabled
them to fly past the second-place Cardinals
of Plainfield High School, 60.5-38.5. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School finished third
with 38 points, only .5 behind Plainfield.

The Blue Devils captured first in three
varsity events. The foursome of Tara
Bhandari, Anna Dujnic, Maura McMahon
and Sage Stefiuk combined times of 4:24.5,
1:10.5, 2:35.5 and 5:48.8, respectively,
totaling 13:59.5, to zoom past second-
place Scotch Plains-Fanwood, anchored
by senior Jeanette Tourjee who was timed
at 14:15.2 in the distance medley relay.

The two-mile relay (4x880) belonged
to Blue Devils Laura Brucia, Megan Shutts,
Alexis Anzelone and Adrienne Blauvelt,
who recorded respective times of 2:46.35,
2:43.19, 2:44.2 and 2:44.58 to total
10:58.32. Plainfield took second and the
Raiders placed third in the event.

Katie Egan at :68.1, Mary Korfmacher
at :31, Tameka Waye at :28.97 and
Stefiuk at 2:38.21 seized first in the
sprint medley relay with a total of 4:46.4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood came in second
with a time of 4:57.8.

What really made the difference was
the Blue Devils’ unusually strong show-
ings in the other events. A Westfield
High School record was established in
the shuttle hurdles when seniors Karen
Spector and Becky Hamilton blended
well with freshmen Susan Hinds and
Alysa Cognetti, with respective times
of :09.74, :08.57, :09.11 and :08.84, to
place second with a total of :36.2.
Cranford High School won the event

NEW SCHOOL RECORD SET IN SHUTTLE HURDLES

Blue Devil Girls Seize First
County Indoor Track Title

with a time of :35, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood took fifth with a time of :38.

Waye at :68.2, Heather Dennis at :68.16,
Korfmacher at :72.2 and Egan at :66.8 had
an accumulated time of 4:35.44 to place
second in the 4x440 behind Plainfield which
turned in a time of 4:31. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood finished third at 4:37.2.

The Blue Devils pushed their way to
second place in the team shot put when Sue
Phillips and Allison Checchio put together
distances of 30 feet, 7 inches and 25 feet, 4
inches, respectively, totaling 55 feet, 11
inches. Elizabeth High School placed first
with a distance of 60 feet, 2.25 inches.

Korfmacher at :31.4, Waye at :29.81, Den-
nis at :31.19 and Egan at :30.15 totaled 2:02.57
to placed third in the 4x220 which was won by
Plainfield at 1:55.6. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
grabbed second with a time of 2:01.3.

Spector and Hinds each cleared 4 feet,
2 inches in the high jump to take sixth place
in the event at 8 feet, 4 inches. Summit
High School placed first with a total of 9
feet, 6 inches.

In the novice 4x880 event, Tina Ho,
Tanya Tran, Sara Finestein and Claire
Tafelski turned in times of 2:48.35, 2:52.12,
3:04.89 and 3:04.25, respectively, to place
first with a total of 11:49.61. The novice
shot put team of Jamie Zimak and Stephanie
Schraeter had respective tosses of 22 feet,
8.75 inches and 23 feet, 6 inches to take
second with a total of 46 feet, 2.75 inches.

A spokesperson from the Blue Devil
coaching staff commented, “This was a
total team effort. We got our traditional
strong performances from our distance
teams and we got great performances from
our shuttle hurdle, sprint medley, shot
put and 4x220 relay teams.” The spokes-
person added, “Our novice teams did an
exceptional job winning the 4x880 race
and a second in the shot put.”

Raiders Scale the Mountain;
Topple Highlanders, 54-21

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The Raiders came out on the short end
of a defensive battle against a strong
Shabazz team, losing, 29-23, in Newark
on January 8.

Katie Feighner struck for seven points;
Nikki McCoy sank six; Jeannie McCoy
scored five; Kate Vanderheyden added
three, and Christine Bowers had two points
for the Raiders.
Sc Plns-Fnwd   8   4   6   5 23
Shabazz   9   8   6   6 29

Shabazz Defeats
Raider Girls, 29-23
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The brunt of the firepower came from
senior Dave Gewirtz this time, as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team shook up Malcolm X.
Shabazz High School of Newark, 59-51,
on January 8 in Scotch Plains.

Shabazz was stymied; regardless of
who they guarded closely, another Raider
would simply step up and fire a perfect
shot through the hoop. Shabazz’s first
defensive plan of attack was to bottle up
senior Don Patterson, but Gewirtz was
deadly from the right side and Ben Martinez
was hot from the right. The Raiders took
a 12-8, first-quarter lead.

Next, Shabazz pressured Gewirtz and
Martinez, then Patterson began to find the
range. Shabazz adjusted its defense once
again; however, Raider Head Coach Willie
Leonardi, being one step ahead, moved
Gewirtz to the left side and further con-
fused them. Shabazz started fouling. The
Raiders started sinking the foul shots,
which included two swishes added by
sophomore Ron Jenerette. Gewirtz struck
again, hitting 11, as the Raiders increased
their lead to 34-24 by the half.

Raider senior Doug Bishop played an

GEWIRTZ GUSHES WITH 21 PTS.

Raider Boys Rumble;
Shake Shabazz, 59-51

instrumental role throughout the game in
finding the open man and controlling the
tempo of the game.

Shabazz seeped a little closer in the
third quarter by outscoring the Raiders,
16-11. In the final quarter, the Raiders
simply controlled the tempo of the game
and out-pointed Shabazz, 14-11.

Gewirtz had a game-high 21 points;
Martinez totaled 10, and Patterson scored
13. Bishop hit for five points; Jenerette
sank six, and Jeff Feighner put in four
points.

The Raiders remain unbeaten at 7-0,
while Shabazz fell to 1-6.
Shabazz   8 16 16 11 51
Sc Plns-Fnwd 12 22 11 14 59 CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WAITING FOR THE OPENING…Raider junior 135-pounder Tony Melendez
waits for Kris Lecomte of Governor Livingston to lift his arm just a little bit higher
so he can shoot a power half nelson. Lecomte, a fine wrestler, did not allow
Melendez too many chances to pick up many points; however, Melendez did win
a well-wrestled 6-2 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ARM BAR AND WRIST…Senior Dan Todd, top, controls
Jay Jenkins with an arm bar and wrist hold in the 125-pound
class. Todd, unfortunately, lost a close 10-9 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
VICTIM OF A TILT…Chief Sam Chung is placed in a tilt
pinning position by Blue Devil Mike Baly, face unseen, in
the 160-pound class. Baly pinned Chung in 3:29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
COMING FROM BEHIND…Raider senior Dave Gewirtz, right, creeps up on a
Shabazz player during the game between Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and
Shabazz on January 8 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders defeated Shabazz, 59-51.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
THE SHOT…Dave Gewirtz was deadly
with his shooting against Shabazz.
Gewirtz gushed in 21 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield  and The Times
COMING HOME…Blue Devil senior
Sage Stefiuk finishes the last leg of the
Distance Medley Relay during the
Union County Championships held at
Dunn Arena in Elizabeth on January 5.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
THE PUSH…Raider Jeanette Tourjee
steps up her pace in the Distance Med-
ley Relay event during the Union
County Indoor Track Championships.
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