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AP Program Representative
Spotlights Scores at WHS

TOGETHER IN EDUCATION…Dr. Philip Arbolino, Associate Director of the
Advanced Placement Program of the College Board, recently gave Westfield
High School (WHS) administrators, teachers and others an update on AP
programs. Pictured, left to right, are: Dr. Robert G. Petix, Principal; Advanced
Placement English teacher Bev Geddis; Parent Teacher Organization Presi-
dent Carolyn Fleder;. Advanced Placement Computer Science teacher Fran
Trees and Dr. Arbolino.

Dr. Philip Arbolino, Associate Di-
rector of the Advanced Placement
Program of the College Board, recently
visited Westfield High School (WHS)
for a full school day at the invitation
of the high school principal, Dr. Rob-
ert G. Petix.

During his visit to WHS, Dr. Arbolino
made a series of presentations on the
College Board’s Advanced Placement

program, commonly referred to as “AP,”
and met with staff members individu-
ally and in group roundtable discus-
sion sessions.

In the evening, Dr. Arbolino was
the featured speaker at the Parent
Teacher Organization meeting.

In his presentations to high school
guidance counselors, administrators,
departmental supervisors and teach-
ers of AP courses during the school
day and to parents in the evening, Dr.
Arbolino updated all courses in the AP
program and provided an historical
analysis of all AP exam scores in every
academic area ever taken at WHS.

Dr. Arbolino’s analysis confirmed
that WHS students continue to excel
in the rigorous AP program nation-
wide, according to a spokesman for
the high school.

In the 1997 AP exams, for example,
89.9 percent of the exams taken by
WHS students were scored at levels
3, 4 or 5 — levels necessary for
advanced standing or credit in col-
lege. The national average is 64 per-
cent.

WHS offers 14 AP courses, includ-
ing Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Biol-
ogy, Chemistry, Physics, Computer
Science, English Language, English
Literature, French Literature, Spanish
Literature, United States History, Eu-
ropean History, Psychology and
American Government and Politics.

Referring to WHS as “an anchor in
the AP program,” Dr. Arbolino said,
“The percentages of AP test takers (at
WHS) achieving scores of 3, 4 and 5
continue to be skewed well above
national and state levels and repre-
sent a record of achievement for West-
field to be proud of.”

Mr. Paspalas to Speak
About Greek Heritage
At Genealogy Meeting

Andrew George Paspalas will speak
at the next meeting of the Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields (GSWF)
on Saturday, January 17, at 10 a.m. in
the Program Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library.

“Greek-American Genealogy” will
be the subject of Mr. Paspalas’ lec-
ture. His presentation will include
slides and handouts. There will be
general information on the Greek im-
migrant experience in the United
States, especially in the New York/
New Jersey area, as well as tracing
Greek roots.

Through interest in his own family
genealogy, Mr. Paspalas, a second-
generation Greek-American, became
involved in the New York City Greek
American Documentation Project and
the Greek Association of Family His-
tory and Tradition.

The public is invited to attend the
meeting at no charge, and refresh-
ments will be served. Additional in-
formation about this meeting, or the
GSWF may be obtained from Fred
Bollinger, President, at (908) 232-6419.

Pancake Breakfast
Planned at Center
To Honor Dr. King

The Westfield Community Center
will sponsor its annual Martin Luther
King Pancake Breakfast on Monday,
January 19, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

The Community Center is located at
558 West Broad Street. Donations of
$5 for adults and $4 for senior citizens
and children will be accepted.

For additional information, please
call (908) 232-4759.

The Westfield Community Center
is a member of the United Fund of
Westfield.

Blood Drive Slated
Jan. 28 in Westfield
The Blood Center of New Jersey

has announced that a blood drive will
be held Wednesday, January 28, at the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross, located at
321 Elm Street in Westfield. The drive
will be held from 2:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Healthy adults are asked to call and
sign up to donate blood.

“We have been struggling to meet
the demand of local hospitals,” said
Judy Daniels, a Blood Center of New
Jersey spokeswoman.

“We have not yet recovered from
the very low turnout of donors over
the holiday season. In addition, we
have had to turn away a significant
number of potential donors due to
cold and flu symptoms,” she added.

President Bill Clinton has declared
January as National Blood Donor
Month because shortages tradition-
ally occur nationwide throughout the
month. In the proclamation, President
Clinton urged Americans to consider
donating blood, noting “our partici-
pation in this compassionate crusade
can help to prolong and save lives,
giving hope to thousands of indi-
viduals and their families.”

“For millions of people across the
country, the generosity of a volunteer
blood donor means the difference
between life and death,” President
Clinton said.

Donors must be 18 years of age.
Seventeen-year-olds may donate with
parental permission. There is no upper
age limit for donors provided they
have donated within the last two years,
or have a doctor’s note. Donors should
know their Social Security number and
bring a signed form of identification.

People with cold or flu symptoms
should wait until they are feeling bet-
ter before donating, and there is a 72-
hour deferral for dental work, includ-
ing routine teeth cleaning, Ms. Daniels
noted.

For those persons who have trav-
eled outside of the United States re-
cently, please call the blood center for
eligibility criteria. For more informa-
tion or to sign up for a blood drive,
please call the blood center at (800)-
BLOOD-NJ.

Mountainside Council Looking
To Alleviate Sony Traffic Woes

By MARK YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

Can the Borough of Mountainside
alleviate an aggravating traffic prob-
lem in and around the Sony Theatre
property without the solution caus-
ing still another problem? That’s what
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti and the six
council members began discussing at
Tuesday night’s work session of the
governing body.

For many years, a small exit on the
Sony property’s western borders was
largely unknown to many, since it was
at least partly hidden by the former
Jacobs Engineering building, which
along with the Echo Bowling complex
and nearby Towers Steak House was
demolished in September 1995 to make
room for the theater that now occu-
pies the site.

Even then, however, the small
egress never lost its designation for
“Emergency Vehicles Only.”

But with the popular theater site
now accommodating a larger customer
base, the exit is being used by many
moviegoers seeking to avoid traffic
backups in the parking lot exit onto
Route No. 22, East, after the final cur-
tain falls.

That has residents of nearby side
streets, including Glen Street, Mill
Lane, Sunrise Parkway and Rutgers
Road, unhappy with the added traffic
and noise which occurs late at night,
particularly on Fridays and Saturdays.

And the borough, which has paid
roughly $165 for four sets of anchored
pylons blocking the western exit,
wants to correct the problem by
amending the ordinance to instead
open the driveway for right-hand turns
only, thus steering the heavy traffic
flow back onto Route 22.

“Rarely did anyone know it was
there,” explained Mayor Viglianti, who

moved to Mountainside in 1966, dur-
ing which time the bowling facility
was approaching its height of popu-
larity.

“(But) people literally drive over
them (the pylons.) And I’m getting
complaints from some of the residents
who don’t want to see the increase in
residential traffic.

“If you go there Saturday night and
Titanic’s playing, (the parking lot) is
full all the way,” the Mayor added.
“There wasn’t a ticket available. So
we’re getting a volume there that never
existed in the Echo Bowling Lane
days.”

Currently, under terms of an agree-
ment between Sony management and
the borough, two off-duty
Mountainside police officers work the
site on weekends to handle the traffic
flow. They are paid by Sony, the bor-
ough adds.

But, Mayor Viglianti wonders, what
happens during Monday through
Thursday evenings, when no officers
are there to handle traffic flow?

“Sony has been extremely coopera-
tive,” Mayor Viglianti commented.
“This would not only help the town but
Sony, too, if all the ducks fall in line.”

Council members agreed Tuesday
night that they were hopeful of find-
ing a solution soon.

“Well sure, we’re going to cooper-
ate with Sony and ascertain the prob-
lem, and correct it as soon as we can,”
Councilman Thomas Perrotta said.

In other business, the council rear-
ranged its agenda to discuss a grow-
ing concern over the borough’s tax
collection computer system and its
current carrier, Vital Computer Re-
sources, Inc. of Trenton.

Presently, the borough has been
receiving software service from Vital
for financing, tax assessing and tax

collection, explained the borough’s
Tax Collector, Patricia Scherer, who
met with the Mayor and council.

The borough has wanted to renew
another agreement with Vital, but offi-
cials said they have not received any
specific numbers from the company.
Mrs. Scherer said she is particularly
concerned over an offer from the Tren-
ton firm to handle “tax levy balancing.”

That aspect was also questioned
by Mayor Viglianti, who said “I want
it in writing” regarding any such offer.

In accordance with tax law, Mrs.
Scherer explained, the town’s tax levy
must be balanced at the end of each
calendar year, which is usually done
after assessments and tax rates are
figured out, before calculating senior
citizens and veterans deductions, in
order to arrive at the final sum.

But the offer from Vital to do this
seems confusing to Mrs. Scherer, who
used the term “scary” to describe it at
the present time.

“I’m trying to figure out what that
is,” said Mrs. Scherer, who also
handles tax collection duties for
Garwood.

“How can you automatically do
that? I have no idea of what they mean
by automatic. Are they trying to tell
me they’re going to do all that work?

“If I’m responsible, I want to be the
one doing it,” she added emphati-
cally.

The borough is still using all three
Vital systems under previous terms.
Because the governing body feels
that Vital has been, in the words of
Mrs. Scherer, “a little evasive” to date,
it will explore other alternatives and
costs before making its decision.

“There are a lot of nice systems out
there that do nice things,” Mrs. Scherer
concluded. “So we’re going to get
ideas and costs.”


