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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Times are
reminded that copy should be e-mailed
or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday prior to
publication. The Times� e-mail address
is goleader@aol.com. The fax number
is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or through
our mail slot. To ensure that submittals
reach our office prior to deadline, we
encourage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no more
than 500 words in length, and include a
daytime telephone number where the
submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned months
in advance, we encourage submission
of stories as early as possible prior to
the event.

Please note that in addition to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may be delayed due to space
considerations. All submittals are sub-
ject to being cut due to length, edited
for style and clarification at the
discreation of the editor.

Mayor Connelly Considering Possibility
Of Congressional Run Against  Mr. Franks

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Democratic Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly of Fanwood confirmed last
week that she is seriously consider-
ing challenging Republican Con-
gressman Bob Franks for his Sev-
enth District seat in November.

The Seventh District includes
municipalities in Union, Essex,
Middlesex and Somerset Counties.
In Union County, the district spans
all or parts of 17 communities,
among them Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

Mrs. Connelly, who was elected
Mayor of Fanwood in 1995, said she

has been meeting with a committee
to explore the possibility of a Con-
gressional run, which she described
as �something I�ve been considering
for many years.�

Congressman Franks, a former
State Assemblyman, has served three
consecutive terms of two years each.
The Berkeley Heights resident suc-
ceeded former Congressman Matthew
P. Rinaldo, who retired in 1992 after
20 years in office. A spokeswoman
for Congressman Franks said Mon-
day he is expected to run for reelec-
tion this year.

�I�d like to be part of the organi-
zation that makes policies, and

since I am the Mayor, I�m close to
people and understand issues at the
local  level ,�  explained Mrs.
Connelly,  who has l ived in
Fanwood for 18 years.

Prior to becoming Mayor, which is
a four-year term in Fanwood, Mrs.
Connelly was the Borough Council
President and Police Commissioner
for eight years. She also served as
Acting Mayor. Mrs. Connelly is a
member of the Fanwood Planning
Board, and also guided the formation
of the Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission.

She holds a bachelor�s degree from
the College of St. Elizabeth in Con-

vent Station and a master�s degree
from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Employed by AT&T for the past 28
years, Mayor Connelly is currently a
human resources executive with the
company.

She also ran her own consulting
business dealing with profit and loss
for the firm, and said her corporate
career has given her the opportunity
to work with people from all over the
world.

The Mayor conceded that to run
against an incumbent in the heavily
Republican District would be challeng-
ing, �but I won here in Fanwood, and I
think I have to prove myself to voters.�

Fanwood Police Chief Lauded for Service
During Farewell Ceremony at Borough Hall

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Police Chief Anthony J. Parenti
capped his 40-year career with the
Fanwood force last week, as past and
present borough officials, colleagues
and others paid tribute to the law
enforcement veteran at a special
meeting of the governing body.

The chief, who headed Fanwood�s
police department for 22 years, re-
tired on December 31 in compliance
with a state law reactivated more
than a year ago mandating that all
police and fire personnel retire upon
reaching age 65.

He will still have ample opportu-
nity to share his experience and
knowledge, however. On Monday,
January 5, he will assume his new
role as Director of the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

The chief also plans to remain
active as President of the New Jersey
Police Traffic Officers Association,
which he founded in 1974, and as a
private citizen in Fanwood.

During an emotional farewell cer-
emony before the council on De-
cember 23, Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly fondly recalled the chief�s
influence on her own life and ca-
reer, as well as his vast contribu-
tions to the community.
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The Mayor said she worked closely
with the chief throughout her tenure
on the governing body, particularly
in her former role as Police Commis-
sioner, adding that the borough
should �feel privileged for knowing
such a talented and committed man.�

A native of Plainfield, Chief Parenti
joined the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment in 1957, rising up the ranks
from patrolman to Chief of Police.
He also served in the United States
Air Force during the Korean Con-
flict.

Chief Parenti, whose father and
late brother were also police officers,
has passed on the family tradition of
public service through law enforce-
ment to his own sons, both of whom
are police officers as well, one in
Summit and the other in North
Plainfield.

The chief received a standing ova-
tion from a crowd of about 50 well
wishers, including a contingent of
Fanwood officers in uniform. He de-
scribed his long career as �a labor of
love,� and expressed his affection for
the members of his department, not-
ing that �they were my whole life, my
whole heart.�

Mayor Connelly presented her
mentor with the first plaque made
from the Fanwood Oak. The majestic

tree, which had stood on Martine
Avenue for more than 300 years, was
cut down in November of 1996 after
it became diseased and concerns arose
that it would topple.

Chief Parenti also received a com-
memorative American flag from sev-
eral members of the Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corps (ROTC)

from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. The students serve as the
Honor Guard for Flags Across
America, an organization which flies
Old Glory over distinguished loca-
tions prior to presenting them.

The flag given to Chief Parenti
was flown aboard the USS Intrepid at

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL APPROVED RENOVATIONS FOR BROOKSIDE PARK, INCLUDING DREDGING

Fate of Scotch Plains Zoo; School District Deficit; Library Updates;
Green Brook Flood Control Project Among Top Stories in 1997

William A. Burke for The Times

A LIFETIME OF SERVICE�Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly pays
tribute to outgoing Police Chief Anthony J. Parenti during a special meeting of
the governing body last week. Chief Parenti retired from the Fanwood Police
Department after 40 years of service on December 31. He will be succeeded by
his longtime friend and colleague Captain Robert Carboy, who will be sworn
in as the new Chief on New Year�s Day at Fanwood Borough Hall.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Editor�s Note: The following is a
month-to-month recap of Scotch
Plains related news stories as reported
by The Times in 1997. A similar story
appeared on Fanwood in last week�s
paper.

*  *  *  *  *
January

Scotch Plains Mayor and state As-
semblyman Alan M. Augustine left
the Township Council after serving in
local government since 1970.

On January 1, Councilwoman Irene

T. Schmidt was sworn in as Mayor
for a fourth time. Returning Coun-
cilman William F. McClintock, Jr.,
and newly-elected Councilman Dr.
Martin Marks were sworn in for
four-year terms on the all-Republi-
can governing body.

The new council proposed a $1.7
million bond ordinance to upgrade
sewer pumping stations on the south
side of town. Mayor Schmidt ap-
pointed a 14-member Downtown
Committee to look at ways to expand
commercial growth in the district.

A jury convicted 33-year old Kevin

Conley in the murder of 88-year-old
Scotch Plains resident Dorothy Koues
in her home on Skytop Drive in July
of 1993. Union County prosecutors
asked for a life sentence for Conley.

Later that month the council back-
tracked in revising zoning laws to
limit secondary structures to 1½ sto-
ries, or 18 feet in height, after Arrow-
wood Drive residents objected to a
previous council decision that allowed
a combination apartment and garage
to exist at a neighboring property
line.

The council hired consultants to
pursue restoration funding of the pre-
Revolutionary War Osborn Cannon-
ball House at the Village Green.

A midnight fire destroyed portions
of a duplex house at 2049 Mountain
Avenue in the township.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood DECA
marketing students assumed the roles
of Mayor, council and other officials
during a governing body meeting as
part of a 25-year tradition of the high
school�s �Youth in Government� pro-
gram.

Incumbent Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school board members Theresa
Larkin, August Ruggiero and Lillian
Dettmar indicated they would run for
new three-year terms in November.

Carolyn Sorge, secretary to Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins, was
the first female to win approval of the
council to become a township volun-
teer firefighter.

February
The Scotch Plains World War II

Commemorative Committee an-
nounced plans to seal and dedicate a
time capsule after four years of work,

to be opened in 2045. Veteran Tho-
mas Perucci chaired the committee.

Members of the New Jersey Ani-
mal Rights organization attempted to
complain to the council during a regu-
lar meeting about the conditions at
the Scotch Plains Zoo but were re-
buffed when officials said they could
not respond to the charges since the
zoo�s owners, Harold and Debra
Kafka, were before the township
Board of Adjustment on a property
maintenance violation.

Then, the state Division of Fish,

Game and Wildlife denied a permit
to the Kafkas, citing reasons of �pub-
lic safety and animal welfare.� Mr.
Kafka claimed he would continue to
upgrade the six-acre facility.

A $15.4 million municipal budget
proposed at the end of the previous
month represented a 3.63 percent in-
crease over the 1996 spending plan.

Specifics about the $362 million
Green Brook Flood Control Project
were revealed to residents by the
United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda d.
Stender proposed an extension on a
March 7 deadline for Union County
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William A. Burke for The Times

CRIME SPREE ENDS�Law enforcement officers display a cache of money,
valuables and weapons recovered following the May 2arrest of Kenilworth
resident Stephen Sarnowski in Scotch Plains on charges of burglary and theft.
The suspect is believed to have committed more than 50 burglaries in several area
communities over a six-month period, including five in the township. Pictured,
left to right, are: Detective John Rowe of the Westfield Police Department,
Investigator Donnell Joyce of the Scotch Plains Police Department, Scotch
Plains Police Chief Thomas O�Brien, and Officer Arthur Bruschetti of Scotch
Plains, who made the arrest.

David B. Corbin for The Times
KEEPSAKES FOR TOMORROW�Joseph McCourt of the Scotch Plains
World War II Commemorative Committee, left, places an item into a marble time
capsule which was then placed in a glass case at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building in February. The capsule will be opened in the year 2045 to mark the
100th anniversary of the end of World War II. Pictured at the podium is Carl Axt,
Commander of American Legion Post No. 209. Among the memorabilia placed
in the time capsule was a copy of The Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

AGENCY ALSO CONSIDERING DELAYING ROUTE CHANGE UNTIL MARCH

FAA Now Considering Complete Revamp
Of Flight Map to Handle Increased Traffic

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

While a state-wide organization
continues to fight for ocean routing
of departures from Newark Interna-
tional Airport, the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey is now
pushing for a complete revamp of
the overall flight map for the eastern
part of the nation � including air
traffic from the metropolitan area�s
three major airports.

Aviation officials have said they
want to address not only airplane
noise but flight delays caused by
increased air traffic volume.

According to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey, which
operates the area�s major airports,
the number of arrivals at Newark
Airport has steadily increased from
268,186 in 1983 to 462,000 in
1997, a number significantly
greater than the other two major
area airports - John F. Kennedy

International and LaGuardia.
Meanwhile, Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration (FAA) officials said
Monday that they would consider a
request by United States Senator
Robert G. Torricelli to delay a route
change for this area, which was to
take effect this Thursday, January 1.

The Senator has asked for a delay
in the route change until Sunday,
March 1.

FAA officials were scheduled to
meet with Governor Christine Todd
Whitman�s deputy chief of policy
and planning on December 30, as
this newspaper went to press, to dis-
cuss the situation.

The Governor recently asked the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT) in Newark to utilize its com-
puter enhanced technology to see if
the ocean routing plan is a viable
solution to reduce airplane noise over
populated areas in New Jersey.

Members of the New Jersey Coali-

tion Against Aircraft Noise
(NJCAAN) have complained over a
change in routes this past year which
now has airplanes flying over popu-
lated areas of Union County.

A shift in the flight heading from
220 to 260 has pushed aircraft fur-
ther over land, according to oppo-
nents of the plan. Aircraft used to
gain altitude while flying over the
Arthur Kill waterway and industrial
areas.

The issue of flight patterns has
been in the news since the imple-
mentation of the Expanded East Coast
Plan in 1987. The plan, which was
implemented without the benefit of
an Environmental Impact Statement,
was aimed at reducing flight delays.

After an order by Congress, such
an environmental study was con-
ducted, resulting in the Solberg Miti-
gation Plan, at a cost of $6.5 million.

This plan was said to be the solu-
tion to noise problems for some
18,000 residents, mostly residing in
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood area.
However, when these new flight pat-
terns were put into play in 1996, it
soon became apparent that noise lev-
els had actually increased.

Jerome Feder, one of Westfield�s
representatives on the Union County
Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board,
showed Port Authority air flight maps
to the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders last January which
indicated the Solberg flight patterns
were not being followed.

Under Solberg, planes were sup-
posed to proceed south of the airport
for 9.5 miles before making a west-

erly turn to Hunterdon County.
More recently, according to

NJCAAN representatives, it was dis-
covered that airplane pilots were es-
sentially taking a shortcut and tak-
ing off directly over heavily popu-
lated areas.

Glenn Bales, a former FAA offi-
cial turned consultant who helped
design the Expanded East Coast Plan
routes, has been hired by New Jersey
Citizens for Environmental Re-
search, a group which received fund-
ing to proceed with ocean routing
plan.

Mr. Bales said that since the new
routes will have planes flying shorter
distances before gaining altitude,
more residents will be impacted by
increased noise.

Noting that up until now there has
not been sufficient facts put on the
table to review ocean routing, Mr.
Bales noted that NJCAAN would
attend the meeting with the
Governor�s policy and planning offi-
cial, Liz Murray, at which time com-
puter-generated data, including the
impact on populated areas, will be
shown. The data indicates flight paths
in both animated and simulated form
in five-minute intervals, showing
changes in altitudes.

The data, he said, will show ex-
actly how the new routes will reduce
air noise by giving airplanes room to
climb in altitude before heading back
over land.

NJCAAN has been unsuccessful
in trying to obtain data of the new
FAA routes so that similar informa-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Pier 86 in New York; over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the police acad-
emy and at Fanwood Borough Hall,
according to Cadet Technical Sergeant
Kelvin Brooks, a member of the Junior
ROTC.

Former Fanwood Mayor Theodore
�Ted� Trumpp, who was in office when
Chief Parenti assumed command of the
force in 1975, noted the latter had
brought the police department into the
modern era, adding �he was an asset to
the borough and one who will be
missed.�

Captain Robert Carboy, the chief�s
successor and longtime colleague,
praised him as �a teacher, a mentor,

input on the Green Brook proposals.
So far, eight candidates � includ-

ing incumbents Mrs. Dettmar, Mr.
Ruggiero and Mrs. Larkin � had
registered to run for three seats on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education in the April election. The
board approved a $41.9 million bud-
get, with a 2.6 percent increase over
last year.

Board member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr., called the budget �very sound.�
The Board of Education recognized
30 members of Terrill Middle
School�s �Select Chorus� for their
performance in Madison Square
Garden�s Paramount Theater in A
Christmas Carol. Scotch Plains resi-
dents Norman and Marie Sevell do-
nated $100,000 towards the construc-
tion of a new gymnasium at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

March
The Scotch Plains council approved

a three-point tax hike for a municipal
budget of $15,330,811 for the year.
The council okayed a measure that
would allow more than 100 low-to-
moderate income housing units to be
built near Weldon Materials quarry
on Union Avenue.

United States Congressman Bob
Franks proposed delaying Union
County�s decision on the �upper por-
tion� of the Green Brook Flood Con-
trol Project for a year after some
county residents questioned the need
for 11 acres of detention basins in
Watchung Reservation. Mr. Franks
said he would seek $100,000 in fed-
eral funds to study alternatives.

The owners of the Scotch Plains
Zoo asked for a hearing before the
New Jersey Division of Fish, Game
and Wildlife, which had earlier de-
nied their operating permits. Mr.
Kafka later pleaded guilty in Scotch
Plains Municipal Court to charges of
inadequate housing of certain zoo
animals and was fined over $5,000.

A state Superior Court judge then
appointed Union Township Attorney
Martin B. O�Connor, 2nd, as custo-
dian to oversee the operation of the
Scotch Plains Zoo.

Heavy winds landed a tree on the
dugout and stands at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Little
League Association playing field soon
after it was renovated.

The Suburban Municipal Joint In-
surance Fund (JIF), of which Scotch
Plains is a member, was cited for the
best safety record in the state.

The Scotch Plains Volunteer Res-
cue Squad completed 60 years of
service in the township.

April
In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

school elections, township lawyer
Thomas Russo defeated incumbent
Mrs. Dettmar, while incumbents Mrs.
Larkin and Mr. Ruggiero were re-
turned for another term. Voters also
approved a 1.64 percent tax increase
for the school budget.

The Township Council agreed to
support the Green Brook Flood Con-
trol measures and urged Union County
Freeholders, in a resolution, to �resist
any attempts to delay or abandon the
plan of protection.�

Township Welfare Director Maria
Santo urged the council to keep its
local welfare system after the state
�Work First� legislation proposed to
centralize welfare under a county-
wide system.

The township contracted with the
not-for-profit Garden State Animal
Rescue, Inc., for animal control ser-
vices at $20,000 yearly.

The agency is a spin-off of Garden
State Kennels in Stirling that was
charged with violating a court order
last year in the township by releasing
two potentially dangerous dogs to
their owner.

The council considered $300,000
worth of improvements to Brookside
Park.

May
Township police arrested Stephen

Sarnowski, 34, who they believed
was responsible for more than 50
area burglaries since November, 1996
after he broke into a house on
Edgewood Terrace, taking nearly
$20,000 worth of items.

More than $130,000 in cash and
stolen items, as well as weapons, were
discovered at his mother�s Cranford
home and a rooming house in
Kenilworth, where he lived.

The township was hit with costs for
recycling that were double those of
the previous year. Mayor Schmidt
attributed the increase to deregula-
tion of an industry that received tax
credits and subsidies over the past 10
years. Officials said they feared the
high costs may lead some to abandon
recycling altogether in favor of throw-
ing it away, saying �it will be cheaper.�

New Jersey was recognized in the
past for its relatively high � 60 per-
cent � recycling rate, officials noted.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools, Dr. Carol B.
Choye, was awarded a 3.6 percent
salary hike to $138,778 and a five-
year employment contract by a ma-
jority of the school board. The board
also approved a new $180,000 pro-
gram at Coles Elementary School for
an estimated 15 autistic preschoolers.

The board voted to eliminate the
Iowa Standardized Test of Basic Skills
for first graders, calling the tests �out-
of-date.� When parents questioned
the board about �levels� or �track-
ing� of students in district middle
school classes, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Instruction, Dr. John R.
Crews, said he would seek to elimi-

nate the practice altogether.
Other parents questioned a gym

class for students on varsity athletic
teams that meets only four days a
week, while other gyms classes meet
five. Dr. Crews claimed the four-day-
a-week class meets state requirements.

The board agreed to revamp the
duties of the Language Arts and So-
cial Studies Supervisors in the dis-
trict. Two supervisors were assigned
to share middle school responsibili-
ties while one supervises elementary
grades, and the other, the high school.
The Board of Adjustment approved
modular classroom additions for the
district�s three elementary schools.

Members of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School music groups
performed four days in Florida�s Walt
Disney World Magic Kingdom.

The Kafkas withdrew an appeal
over the state�s refusal to issue them
operating permits, after Mr. Kafka
admitted guilt earlier in the year in
Scotch Plains Municipal Court to zoo-
related violations, which would pre-
vent him from securing a new permit
in any case, for at least two years.

The United States Department of
Agriculture charged the Kafkas with
improper maintenance of farm ani-
mals at the zoo. Mr. Kafka said he
hoped to find a �curator� for the zoo
but the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection closed the zoo af-
ter the Kafkas failed to supply plans
for relocating animals from the facil-
ity within 15 days.

The council approved a $295,000
bond ordinance for Brookside Park
improvements that included dredg-
ing the pond, and adding fountains,
walking paths and landscaping.

The council also agreed to limit
signs on public buildings to 200 square
feet on a front facade, from a former
10 square feet.

A team of five Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School marketing stu-
dents garnered awards as one of the
top eight entries in a national DECA
competition.

Competing with 10,000 other stu-
dents nationwide, juniors Adam
Baumwoll, David Gewirtz and Adam
Koster, Brian Spitser and Jeffery Gillie
planned and organized a township
business directory.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Class
of 1997 graduated June 18 with a
prom at the Berkeley Plaza in Berke-
ley Heights.

The council urged the Technology
Advisory Committee to recommend
a plan of action in dealing with com-
munications companies that request
towers in the township.

The council sought to split $7,000
in costs with dissatisfied Shirewood
subdivision residents in beautifying a
water retention basin after officials
said developers abandoned the project
and residents called the basin �un-
sightly.�

The fifth annual Freddie Spencer
Memorial Bicycle Race is held. Coun-
cilwoman Joan Papen said it looked
like Bell Atlantic would give the town-
ship the go ahead to use utility poles
for holiday decorations after she
wrangled with them for permission
last fall.

June
Former Scotch Plains Republican

Mayor and Green Brook Flood Con-
trol Commissioner Boyd Lawrence
�Larry� Newcomb died of a stroke on
June 3 at age 70.

Council members remembered him
as the �ultimate volunteer� for his
dedication to the township over the
last 30 years.

Long-time resident Theodore
Bassman was appointed to replace
Mr. Newcomb on the Flood Control
Commission as the township�s repre-
sentative.

Township resident Scott J.
Moynihan, 39, was sworn in as a state
Superior Court Judge in Union County
after resident and state Senator Donald
T. DiFrancesco nominated him two
years earlier.

Warren Township real estate de-
veloper Mitchell Berlant said he
would buy the Scotch Plains Zoo prop-
erty from the Kafkas but former zoo
owners, Frank and Louise Terry, who
still hold the mortgage on the zoo
property, rejected the bid. The Terrys
operated the zoo for nearly 40 years
until 1993.

There are plans for most of the 70
animals to be moved to other facili-
ties, state officials said.

The township moved ahead with
plans to restore the Osborn Cannon-
ball House by asking the New Jersey
Historic Trust office for a $35,000
grant, and also proposed an $80,000
bond ordinance for the work.

The township Volunteer Fire De-
partment signed on its first female
member, Carolyn Sorge. Ms. Sorge
works as a secretary to Township
Manager Thomas E. Atkins.

The Planning Board okayed devel-
opment of the Woodlands Estates af-
ter 12 years of debate.

The municipal parking lot was re-
paved and nine spaces added.

July
The Scotch Plains Post Office on

Park Avenue began a year-long reno-
vation and expansion project after 36
years. A �postal store� and 200 new
rental boxes highlight the planned
improvements. In the meantime, a
trailer at the site will provide ser-
vices.

The council announced that prop-
erty taxes would be $23 higher on the
average assessed house than expected
due to the impact of the Board of

Education and Union County bud-
gets.

The Green Brook Flood Control
Commission agreed to form an inde-
pendent task force to hammer out
solutions for the disputed upper por-
tion of the flood control project.

A lawyer representing former
Scotch Plains Zoo owners Frank and
Louise Terry revealed that the Kafkas
had sold the zoo to Mr. Berlant on
June 26 for $338,000.

It was expected that Mr. Berlant
would pay off the mortgage on the
zoo property by September 1.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district Head of Special Services, Su-
san Tillis, announced she would leave
after two and a half years to take a
similar position in a smaller Bergen
County district.

Retired Director of Special Ser-
vices Eleanor McClymont announced
her return on an interim basis to man-
age the $1.8 million department when
Ms. Tillis leaves August 1. The Board
of Education voted to support man-
datory membership in the New Jersey
School Boards Association at a cost
of $23,000 annually.

Some board members said it serves
as a lobbying antidote at the state
level to the New Jersey Education
Association, whose membership is
primarily teachers.

One hundred residents petitioned
the board to expand sports programs
in the middle schools and ninth grade.
The petition said, �with the increase
in student enrollment, opportunities
in interscholastic sports have not ex-
panded adequately.�

Township Clerk Barbara Riepe cel-
ebrated 40 years on the job with a
surprise party thrown by the council
during a televised meeting.

August
A car driven by 72-year-old resi-

dent Mary Loh plowed into the side
of the township library on a Saturday
morning, causing structural damage
to the building but no injuries. The
library is closed on summer week-
ends.

Ms. Loh told police the gas pedal
stuck and that she lost control of the
vehicle. She was not cited for any
violations, police said. Library Di-
rector Norbert Bernstein said it would
cost several thousand dollars and a of
couple months to repair the damage.

Scotch Plains resident Roland M.
Beetham, 78, a former Mayor of
Fanwood, was killed in a private plane
crash in Warren. He was piloting alone
when his twin-engine Cessna 337
crashed and caught fire after 10 min-
utes in the air.

Ten thousand Business and Ser-
vices Directories were mailed out in
the township, and members of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association said the response
has been overwhelmingly positive.

Councilman Marks proposed an
ordinance to outlaw �scavenging�
during the spring clean-up when resi-
dents have refuse piled at the curbs.

Council members agreed to allow a
telecommunications company to in-
stall one mile of fiber optics cables in
the northwest corner of the township,
after a two-year delay. Officials ad-
mitted concern that the township
would be �overrun with wires and
poles� in the future if they did not
consider an overall policy before
okaying the deal.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
celebrated its 250th year, making it
one of the oldest churches in the state.

State Senate President and town-
ship resident Donald T. DiFrancesco
signed legislation into law, as Acting
Governor, that would appropriate
$350,000 for �Partnership for a Drug
Free New Jersey.�

Republican Freeholder Henry W.
Kurz saw red when New Jersey�s
Democratic United States Senators,
Frank Lautenberg and Robert
Torricelli, voted to kill federal fund-
ing for the upper portion of the Green
Brook Flood Control project.

The Star-Ledger reported that the
two senators subsequently agreed to
work with Congressman Bob Franks
on a new version of a bill to resolve
the $55 million upper portion con-
flicts.

The entire $362 million project
was put on hold until Congress recon-
vened the following month.

Mr. Berlant, the new owner of the
former Scotch Plains Zoo property,
agreed to pay off a $355,000 mort-
gage on the property held by the origi-
nal owners of the zoo, the Terrys, by
August 28.

September
Dr. Choye welcomed back an esti-

mated 4,300 children to district
schools on September 3. She called
the township �a school community
dedicated to high quality education.�

However, later this month, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
is ranked 50 out of 58 in a Star-
Ledger survey among similar schools.
Dr. Crews responded that an optional
43-minute period attended by 30 per-
cent of students was left out of the
survey information, which in turn low-
ered the school�s ranking.

He said instructional time was equal
to Westfield High School if the op-
tion was factored in. Westfield ranked
17th in the same survey. Board mem-
ber Richard Meade asked about the
�other 70 percent� of district stu-
dents who do not attend the optional
period, saying, �this is something we
should look at.�

The board hired Diane Kelly who
will share district supervisor duties

with Patricia Boland in Language
Arts and Social Studies.

School administrators noted that
Evergreen offices were renovated over
the summer and that three new modu-
lar classrooms for elementary schools,
costing $745,302, would be usable
by November. The units were pur-
chased with reserve funds.

Tony�s Pharmacy on East Second
Street closed after 22 years, with
owner Tony Acocella saying, �I just
turned 65. I felt 40 years in the busi-
ness was enough.�

He also said managed health-care
programs cut into his profit margin.

The council rezoned a collection of
24 lots totaling 12 acres at Jerusalem
Road and Broadway, near the
Westfield border, for a proposed 250-
unit senior citizen housing complex.

Investors with the proposed com-
plex called Broadway Associates said
they were interested in buying town-
ship-owned property valued at $1
million, at the site.

The council agreed to meet with
Chairman of the Green Brook Flood
Control Task Force, Frank Meeks,
3rd, in seeking support for the Army
Corps of Engineers Green Brook flood
control project.

The township received $200,000
from state gasoline tax funds to im-
prove Glenside Avenue between
Skytop and Deerpath. Parking for
anyone other than emergency person-
nel is eliminated around the south
side fire house.

Governor Christine Todd Whitman
visited the offices of The Times on a
swing through the area at Westfield�s
FestiFall street festival.

October
The Township Council balked at a

proposal by the Union County Utili-
ties Authority to lease the county in-
cinerator for 25 years to Ogden Mar-
tin Systems of Union, Inc. in Rahway
after the bottom dropped out of the
local garbage disposal industry when
federal courts struck down a waste
flow regulation policy, leaving the
county burdened with $293 million
worth of debt and the incinerator
scrambling for business.

�How can we tell trash haulers what
to do?� Mayor Schmidt responded,
since the township does not regulate
garbage collection for residents. Six
other communities in Union County,
including Fanwood and Westfield, are
in a similar situation.

Dr. Choye admitted the school dis-
trict is $700,000 in the hole.

�Our savings account is at zero. We
need $700,000 for the modular class-
rooms and tuition,� she said.

A rise in insurance rates and spe-
cial education tuition is cited for the
disparity.

�We tried to do too many things in
one year,� Dr. Choye said, describing
the budget melee as �a convergence
of circumstances.�

The council decided to keep town-
ship welfare services local and inde-
pendent from the proposed �Work
First New Jersey� county-wide sys-
tem. Township officials claimed they
can keep expenses low, services per-
sonalized and fraud to a minimum by
administering services from town hall.

Freeholder Stender told the town-
ship Planning Board that Union
County economic growth depends on
developing its transportation systems,
including expansion of the New Jer-
sey Turnpike, the East-West Light
Rail Link, an Intermodal Freight Sys-
tem, dredging Port Elizabeth and de-
veloping the Route No. 82 corridor.

The Planning Board okayed nine
new cellular telephone antennas for
placement on water tanks on Jerusa-
lem Road. The antennas are owned
by Smart SMR of New York, Inc. Bell
Atlantic, AT&T and Comcast anten-
nas are already at the same site, offi-
cials said.

Township Library Director Norbert
Bernstein celebrated 25 years on the
job. He hinted that the library is look-
ing toward automation by next spring.

The council approved an ordinance
to outlaw �scavenging.�

Residents William and Gracelynn
Aberdeen and their two children fight
to avoid returning to their native
Trinidad under new United States
immigration laws. Congressman
Franks interceded to speed their ap-
plication process to stay.

Scotch Plains Day plans are damp-
ened by rainy weather, as happened
the previous year.

November
School board President, Dr. Donald

E. Sheldon, said the board must share
some of the responsibility for the un-
recognized $700,000 budget short-
fall. Board member Richard R. Meade
admitted, �We were not following a
tight fiscal process. That was wrong.�

Board member Albert J. Syvertsen
denied the board was made aware in
advance that administrators were
�overrunning the budget.� Auditors
examined the district�s order, cancel-
lation and reorder of three modular
classroom units and a $50,000 caf-
eteria food service shortfall.

The board moved to transfer
$662,814 from the district�s unre-
served fund balance to cover expenses
until the new fiscal year, emptying the
unreserved fund account.

Township Council members ob-
jected to the notion of a $13.50 sur-
charge per ton on garbage hauled to
the county incinerator as part of the
25-year lease proposal with Ogden-
Martin Systems to pay off the $283
million worth of related debt. The fee
is included as part of the $50 per ton

fee, a cost which will incline over the
life of the contract based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

The council ignored the November
15 deadline to commit to the leasing
deal, with Mr. Atkins saying, �It would
not be prudent to decide by then.
There are too many unknowns right
now.�

The council released a letter saying
the township was looking into pur-
chasing the 6.5-acre former zoo prop-
erty.

Thirty Park Middle School choris-
ters were selected to perform in A
Christmas Carol at The Theater at
Madison Square Garden throughout
the holiday season.

December
A consulting engineer for the

township on the $1.83 million sewer
pumping station upgrade project dis-
covered through a Star-Ledger ar-
ticle that two owners of a Roselle
Park construction company con-
tracted to do the sewer work were
convicted of bribery, theft and ex-
tortion in a half-million dollar bid-
rigging scheme and have been sen-
tenced to three years in jail.

The township canceled the con-
tract while offering the owners of
Consolidated Design and Building
Corporation a hearing on the cancel-
lation.

The township library looks at bids
for $180,000 to automate or comput-
erize its systems. Later, Fanwood
Memorial Library asked to come
aboard on the project at a slight sav-
ings to the township. The automation
could take up to a year and a half to
complete.

Mr. Atkins estimated a $440,000
budget increase to the $15.8 million
for next year. He said he will try
something new by giving council
members a written overview of the
major areas and trends in spending by
the township in January.

�I think I�ve done it backwards in
the past,� he said. �I think we�ve
spent too much time on details.�

The Downtown Development
Committee asked for $30,000 from
next year�s budget to pursue plans to
rename East Second Street �Centre
Boulevard,� to identify the down-
town as �Towne Centre,� develop a
logo, add sidewalk benches, com-
mercially develop empty property
along Park Avenue and, most surpris-
ingly to some officials, add a Colo-
nial facade to the existing Municipal
Building.

Chairman of the committee, Arthur
Grisi, called the current building, �not
appealing.�

Recreation Director Laura Sanson
Botto announced that fees at the
Scotch Hills Golf Course will go up
next year.

Former resident Tom Turnbull an-
nounced plans to buy a former ware-
house on Plainfield Avenue for his
Soccer Skills and Drills, Inc., school.

It was announced that Council-
woman Joan Papen will be sworn in
as Mayor for 1998 on January 1 at 1
p.m. in the Municipal Building.

a boss...but also a friend.� He also
credited the chief with having pulled
him out of �dire straits� at times
during their years together in law
enforcement. �If it weren�t for him, I
wouldn�t be here today,� he remarked.

Chief Parenti, in turn, commended
the council for naming Captain Car-
boy to succeed him. The captain will
be sworn in as the new chief of police
on January 1 during an 11 a.m. cer-
emony in the council chambers. The
governing body�s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will begin there at noon.

Former Republican Councilman
Andrew J. MacDonald, Grand Knight
of the Father John S. Nelligan Council
No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus,
presented a resolution from the Knights
honoring the chief on his retirement.

Several other outgoing officials were
also cited by the council that evening.
Councilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey,
who retired from the governing body on
December 31, received a presentation
from the Mayor and council in recogni-
tion of his service during two non-
consecutive terms.

Dr. Lindsey, who began his optom-
etry practice in the borough 40 years
ago, thanked fellow members of the
governing body, as well as the commu-
nity, for the opportunity to serve as a
council representative.

�I�ve enjoyed our council sessions,
especially the times we all had a laugh,�
the councilman remarked nostalgically,
adding that he intended to continue
bringing forth ideas in the future and
�not fade away.�

Democratic Councilwoman Karen
M. Schurtz praised her Republican col-
league for his ability to address issues
and for his wit, which she said �helped
to relieve some of the anxiety and stress�
which sometimes occurs when the gov-
erning body must deal with tough is-
sues.

Mayor Connelly presented a resolu-
tion to outgoing Fire Chief Daniel
Librandy, noting that his position as
head of the department required �monu-
mental effort and time.�

A member of the Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Department for a decade, the chief
has been a ranking officer for six years
and had been chief for the past two. He
will be succeeded by another longtime
firefighter, John Piccola, in the new
year.

Last August, Chief Librandy cham-
pioned the purchase of a 1988 used
support utility vehicle for the fire de-
partment, which the council approved
that same month. The one-ton, ambu-
lance-style unit will enable firefighters
to transport all their necessary equip-
ment to the scene of an emergency in
one trip.

A resolution was also read com-
mending Charles H. Brandt for his
service as attorney for the now defunct
Fanwood Board of Adjustment. Mr.
Brandt, who was absent from the meet-
ing, served as attorney to the board for
16 years. He had also provided legal
counsel to the Fanwood Planning
Board for 14 years.

In addition, George Weiss, the pro-
ducer and director of Fanwood�s Chan-
nel 35, was presented with a resolution
recognizing his efforts in filming and
broadcasting meetings of the govern-
ing body, as well as special events such
as Fanwood�s downtown holiday cel-
ebration on December 7 and the �Fanny
Wood Day� festivities in September.

The governing body passed a resolu-
tion to retain the services of Fanwood
Welfare Director Maria Santo, rather
than consolidate these services with the
Union County program. Councilman
Lindsey, Chairman of the Education,
Health and Welfare Committee, said
maintaining services locally would bet-
ter serve the needs of borough resi-
dents.

Officials also approved a resolution
confirming Stephen J. Szanto as a mem-
ber of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire De-
partment, and another authorizing a
professional service contract for Abeles
Phillips to review the borough�s Master
Plan.
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tion can be generated to compare the
FAA plan against that of the ocean
routing plan.

FAA officials have consistently re-
jected ocean routing, saying the plan
will force airplanes to fly greater dis-
tances, thus costing airlines more
money by burning more fuel.

The FAA indicated a few weeks
ago that it still intends to implement
the 260-degree route, which will send
several hundred jets over Clark,
Dunellen, Edison, Green Brook, Lin-
den Middlesex, Piscataway, Rahway,
South Plainfield, and parts of
Woodbridge. The new routing will
result in the shifting of 25 percent of
Newark Airport�s departing flights.

Mr. Feder has said the change from
the previous 220-degree heading,
where airplanes climbed over indus-
trial areas and the Arthur Kill before
reaching an altitude of 3,500 feet
before flying over residential areas,
to the 260-heading will result in air-
planes flying 1,000 feet lower when
traveling over populated areas. This,
he noted, will significantly increase
noise levels in populated areas.

The FAA has said the new revised
flight paths included in the revamp-
ing of the decade-old flight map,
would take advantage of new satel-
lite technology that was not available
when the current map was drawn.

Tom Bosco, the Port Authority�s
Liaison to the FAA, told reporters at
Monday�s press conference that the
Expanded East Coast Plan was de-
signed when the three major metro-

politan airports were handling
800,000 flights, the least of which
were from Newark.

That number has risen to an esti-
mated 1,169,000 flights in 1997.
Newark now has the most traffic �
over 100,000 more than LaGuardia.

After hearing the new proposal for
rerouting, Pamela Barsam-Brown of
Scotch Plains, Executive Director of
the 5,000-member NJCAAN, said
the plan is great for a long-range
solution but that the FAA needs to
address the increased air noise in the
meantime.

Under ocean routing, departing
Newark flights would fly towards the
Arthur Kill and out over the Raritan
Bay to the Atlantic Ocean east of
Monmouth County before proceed-
ing south or west and back over land.

Mr. Bales said the ocean routing
could be implemented in about a year
if the FAA decides to go in that direc-
tion.

�I definitely feel that ocean routing
will provide relief to the greatest num-
ber of people. But I don�t think that
will happen over night,� he said.

Monday�s conference was arranged
by Senator Torricelli. Meanwhile, leg-
islators including State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains and Assemblymen Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield and Alan M.
Augustine of Scotch Plains have all
written the Governor, asking her to
pressure the Port Authority to ac-
tively oppose the new 260-turn for
airplanes.

FAA Considers Revamping
Flight Map for East Coast
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