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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
BALY WINS 160; TEZUCAR, FRIEDMAN, TODD TAKE 2ND

Roselle Park Matmen Secure
Victory at Blue Devil Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The very strong Roselle Park High
School wrestling team took top honors at
the Blue Devil Invitational Wrestling
Tournament held in Westfield on Decem-
ber 27, totaling 197 points. Westfield
High School, with the leadership of Mike
Baly, Dan Todd, Onur Tezucar and Nick
Friedman, placed fifth with 95 points.

Baly, in the 160-pound finals, had his
work cut out for him when he narrowly
defeated a tenacious Kevin Kolbeck of
Roselle Park, 6-5. Baly, seeded first drew
a bye, then won by majority decision over
Brad Fetter of Howell, 10-2.

No points were scored in the first
period, then Kolbeck went ahead, 1-0, on
an escape early in the second period. Baly
seized the lead, 2-1, when he scored on a
throw-by takedown. Kolbeck escaped,
but Baly again took him down as the lead
increased to 4-2. Kolbeck added another
escape and the score was 4-3, as the third
period began.

Within two-seconds, Baly increased
his lead to 5-3 on an escape. As time
slowly ticked off the clock, both wres-
tlers were warned for stalling. Kolbeck
received a point because Baly had been
warned once before. With only seconds

remaining, each wrestler was penalized
one more point for stalling and Baly had
pulled out a strategic, 6-5, victory.

Todd faced two-time state qualifier
Nick Cilento of Colonia at 125, and fell
victim to a pin in 1:50. Cilento scored on
a duck-under takedown, a two-point
tilt, then caught Todd in a cradle pinning
combination. Todd pinned Clem Walker
of Morristown in 1:57, then pinned
Mike Davis of Colonia in 5:03 to reach
the finals.

Friedman pinned Dan Rodriques of
Howell in 5:50, then pinned Tom Phillips
of Morristown in the semifinals in 1:31.
Friedman battled well with two-time
Region 3 place-winner Phil Torino of
Roselle Park at the 140-pound class and
dropped a 7-2 decision.

Torino scored on a takedown with :49
left of the first period. In the second
period, Torino added an escape and a
single-leg, back-trip takedown to take a 5-
0 lead. Friedman scored on two escapes to
close the score to 5-2; however, Torino
sealed the bout when he got another
takedown with :23 remaining.

In the 152-pound finals, Tezucar was
felled by Eric Swick of Roselle Park in
1:36. Swick, who recorded his 94th high
school career victory, had placed in the
top six in the state on two occasions.
Earlier, Tezucar pinned Jason Grubi of
Morristown in :35, then won by default
over Ryan Voliva of Piscataway in the
semifinals.

Senior Jeff Kivetz defeated Dave
Napoli of Colonia, 8-2, then lost to Sean
Marosy of Piscataway in the semifinals
in 3:52. In the third-place consolation
round, Kivetz held a 4-1 lead over Ryan
Birch from Dover, but was caught in a
bar-arm pinning combination in the final
minute of his bout.

At 189, Rich Hatfield defeated David
Alverado of Morristown in 1:52, then
lost to Joe Grasso of Colonia in the

semifinals in 5:46. Hatfield faced Jason
Vargas of Roselle Park for third place and,
after scoring on several takedowns and
near falls, Hatfield pinned Vargas in 3:37.

Brian Williams, at 215, lost his first
match to Jeff Rose of Morristown in :58,
but came back to defeat Keori Gedelec of
Colonia in 4:32.

TEAM SCORES:
(RP) Roselle Park 197, (P) Piscataway

134, (H) Howell 122.5, (C) Colonia 107.5,
(W) Westfield 95, (D) Dover 70, (M)
Morristown 50

TERMINOLOGY:
d.-Won by decision-3 team points
p.-Won by pin-6 team points
md.-Major decision-4 team points
tf.-Technical fall-5 team points
CHAMPIONSHIP BREAKDOWN:

103: � Chris Hrabar (P) d. John
Colingato (H), 9-5

112: � Joey Camacho (D) d. Ed
Wittaker (H), 3-2

119: � Joe Herits (C) d. David Goad
(H), 10-5

125: � Nick Cilento (C) p. Dan Todd
(W), 1:50

130: � Craig Frost (RP) d. Shaun
Marosey (P), 4-2 (Overtime)

135: � Joe DiPillo (C) d. Kevin Ickles
(H), 9-7

140: � Phil Torino (RP) d. Nick Fried-
man (W), 7-2

145: � Chris King (RP) p. Adrian
Vargas (D), 3:49

152: � Eric Swick (RP) p. Onur
Tezucar (W), 1:36

160: � Mike Baly (W) d. Kevin
Kolbeck (RP), 6-5

171: � Doug Schnoning (RP) md.
Rogelin Figueroa (D), 16-5

189: � Joe Grasso (C) d. Tom
Deandhany (P), 7-6

215: � Pat Apello (RP) md. Jeff Rose
(M), 16-2

Hwt: � Mike Munoz (RP) p. Shawn
Dowe (C), 2:17

Kashlak Becomes
State Ice Hockey
Scoring Leader
Westfield High School ice hockey

junior center Ronnie Kashlak has been
on a scoring tear this season. Kashlak
has scored 29 goals and added 13 assists
to total 42 points in only eight games to
become the state ice hockey scoring
leader.

Blue Devil Brandon Kape has scored
10 goals and added 10 assists to rank
eighth among the public schools scor-
ing leaders. Josh Falcone has scored
nine goals for the Blue Devils.

GEWIRTZ HITS FOR 25 POINTS

Raider Boys Crumble
Columbia in Classic

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys� basketball team won its
third straight game of the season, by
bouncing Columbia High School, 62-51,
in the opening round of the Cindy Pools
Classic at Scotch Plains on December 27.
Senior guard Dave Gewirtz led the assault
by sinking 25 points.

Gewirtz sent Columbia reeling when
he nailed 14 points in the first quarter to
give the Raiders a 20-7 lead over the
Cougars. Things evened in the second
quarter, as the Cougars out shot the
Raiders, 19-16.

With a 36-26 lead at the half, the

Raiders virtually traded point for point
with the Cougars in the second half.
Senior Raiders Jeff Feighner and Donald
Patterson hit for 10 and nine points,
respectively. Junior Ben Martinez and
sophomore Ron Jenerette had seven
points each, and senior Doug Bishop
added four points.

Carl Thompson led Columbia in scor-
ing with 16 points, followed by Keith
Middleton with 10 points and Doug Th-
ompson with eight. The Raiders improved
to 3-0, while Columbia slipped to 1-2.

Columbia   7 19 10 17 51
Scth Plns-Fnwd 20 16   9 15 62

Raider Basketballers Storm
J. P. Stevens� Cagers, 41-39

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls� basketball team evened its
record to 1-1, by downing the Hawks
from J.P. Stevens High School, 41-39, on
December 22 in Scotch Plains.

Junior Nikki McCoy led the Raiders
in scoring with 17 points. Katie
Feighner and Christine Bowers hit for

seven points apiece, and Bianca Gray
added six. Captain Kate Vanderheyden
had three points, and Jeannie McCoy
contributed one.

Lauren Elwood of J.P. Stevens led all
scoring with 20 points. Teammates Megan
Beebe and Dana Honcharuk had 11 points
and six points, respectively.

By ANDREW CAMBRIA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team continued their winning ways by
skating past Cranford High School, with
an impressive score of 9-1 on December
23. The local rivalry match-up was played
before a packed house at Warinanco Park
in Roselle.

The victory lifted the Blue Devils to
the 5-2 mark, while Cranford dropped
to 4-5. The last time the two teams met
in the Cron Tournament two weeks
earlier, the Blue Devils handily de-
feated the Cougars, 13-6. Westfield has
beaten Cranford four straight times.

The Blue Devils wasted no time
finding the back of the net, as fresh-
men standout Brandan Kape scored
first. Kape�s goal was assisted by
junior forward Josh Falcone, who had
two goals and three assists on the
night. Junior Ronnie Kashlak added
two goals in the first period to make
the score 3-0. Kashlak�s goals, which
came less than a minute apart, were
assisted by senior Brendan Hickey
and Falcone.

The Cougars registered only four
shots on goal in the first period. Defen-
sive efforts were led by the defense line
of assistant captain Bryan Gates and
junior Kevin Anton. Both players
helped senior goalie Brian Garrison
save the few shots on net.

The Devils� first line continued to be
strong on offense in the second period.
Within 50 seconds, Falcone scored with
an assist from Gates. Later in the period,

KASHLAK �KASHES� IN 5 GOALS

Devil Skaters Crumble
Cranford Icers, 9-1

Kashlak netted another goal for the Dev-
ils, making the score 5-0.

In the third period, Junior Mike
Bird assisted Kashlak to make the score
6-0. Soon after Kashlak�s goal, the
Cougars finally answered by making
the score 6-1.

Kashlak, Falcone and Gates all scored in
the third period for Westfield to make the
final score 9-1.

Captain Brendan Hickey said, �We
played well defensively. Our goal was to
shut out their best player (John Healy)
and we were able to do that. The best part
of the game was having all of our fans there
supporting us.�

Coach Brian LaFontaine knows he
needs to keep his squad on track to a
.500 or better record in order to qualify
for the State Tournament. �If we keep
improving, we have a great chance at the
state tournament and maybe making it
a little further. The heart of our season
comes in January,� commented
LaFontaine.

                    Chris Russo

                    John Minko

Union Catholic to Challenge
WFAN 66ers in Basketball

Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains will be the site of the Challenge
Basketball game between the WFAN 66ers
from WFAN Sports Radio in New York
City and the Union Catholic faculty team,
Rocky�s Rockets.

The game is scheduled for next Thursday,
January 8, in the Union Catholic gym, 1600
Martine Avenue. Tip-off will be at 8 p.m.

Rocky�s Rockets are coached by Rocco
Lettieri, Director of Athletics at Union
Catholic and Bruce Douglas, a member of the
Physical Education and Health Department.

Mary Cullinane, Karen Pesche, Karen
Piasecki and Lisa Kawalec join Bob
Wischusen and Joe Hoffman, husbands of
staff members; Al Wright, a teacher at
Union Catholic, boy�s varsity basketball
coach Steve Petruzelli, freshman coach
Brian Chapman and assistant coaches Don
Doherty and Tom McCloud on the team.

The women on the team have all played
basketball in high school, college or are cur-
rently playing in women�s leagues in the area.

The roster for the WFAN team is unde-
cided, however John Minko will coach the
WFAN 66ers and Chris �Mad Dog� Russo,
a sports talk show host. will make an
appearance.

Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for
students and senior citizens. Group rates
are available for teams and their coaches
interested in attending. Advance notice is
requested to be included in the �Welcome
Announcements.�

Throughout the evening there will be
refreshments, special drawings and an
exciting half-time contest. WFAN play-
ers will remain after the game to sign
autographs and talk with the fans. Pro-
ceeds from this event will benefit the
Technology Fund at Union Catholic.

Please call (908) 889-9475 for tickets
and further information.

WINNING 9TH GRADE DEVILS�Members of the team include, in alpha-
betic order, Ingrid Arnold, Margaret Brautigam, Meredith Campbell (cap-
tain), Julie Cleaves, Jessica Cohen, Jenna Davino, Katherine Dobson, Peggy
Doerr, Chelsea Doyle, Jenny Fowler, Nichole Herttua, Susan Hinds (goalie
and captain), Jenny Korecky (captain), Lauren Kroncke, Alexandra Lee,
Karen Manahan, Carolyn Matthews, Leanne Meriton, Kristin Messina,
Jessica Meylor, Vanessa Muller, Patty Oslislo, Ellyn Parness, Megan Rodd,
Jessica Smith, Amy Sobala, and Shell Tamboli.

Viershilling, Dec
Compete for

James Madison U.
Two local athletes from James Madi-

son University (JMU), Lisa Dec and
Dawn Vierschilling, both graduates of
Westfield High School, are members of
the JMU women�s gymnastics team.

The JMU women�s gymnastics team
will open its season January 16 against
Temple University, the University
Maryland, and Ursinus College.Fencing Classes Begin

Jan. 8 at Westfield �Y�
Fencing classes will be held at the

Westfield �Y� on Thursday evenings,
beginning January 8, for youth and adults.

Yakov Danilenko, fencing coach and
master, will be conducting these classes.
Danilenko was a Master of Sports of the
USSR (the highest classification in sports
in the former USSR). He has been the
fencing coach of The Pingry School�s
summer camp and Penn State
University�s summer camp.

He is currently a coach of the Lilov
Fencing Academy in Montclair and the
Metropolis Fencing Club in New York.
His students have received medals at
top World Class Competitions.

Registrations are now being taken,
and class size is limited. The �Y,� lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield, is
open seven days a week and registra-
tions will be taken after 9 a.m., Monday
through Saturday, and after noon on
Sunday.

Not only was Westfield High School�s
ninth grade girls� soccer team one of the
most victorious in recent history, they
were also one of the largest. Boasting 27
girls, they ended the season with a 9-3-3
record � the best in five years.

Freshmen Soccer Girls
Post Winning Season

�We had only five goals scored against
us out of 15 games,� noted Coach Bob
Rietzke. �We scored 42 goals and had 9
shutouts for the season.� Rietzke was
assisted by Pat Romano throughout the
season.

Vikings Climb the Mount;
Tumble St. Dominic, 32-25

Revenge must have been on the
Union Catholic High School girls�
basketball team�s mind as they avenged
last year�s last-second 36-33 loss to
Mount St. Dominic, coming from be-
hind and winning 32-25 in Scotch
Plains on December 27.

Last year, the Vikings let a big half-
time lead slip from their grasp; but, this
year, the Vikings rallied from a 18-16
deficit, holding Mount St. Dominic to

only seven points in the second half.
Viking Katie Santo put in 13 points,

seven in the second quarter, to lead all
scorers. Jen Britton sank seven points,
while Devin McDonald and Lisa Lott hit
for four points each. Kathryn Rooney and
Heather Paleczny added two points apiece.

Union Catholic lifted its record to 2-0
while Mount St. Dominic slid to 2-1.

Mt. St. Dominic 4 14 3 4 25
Union Catholic 3 13 8 8 32

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLEARING THE WRISTS�Blue Devil 140-pound wrestler
Nick Friedman, bottom, attempts to break the wrist grip of
Phil Torino of Roselle Park

DOING THE FIREMAN�S TAKEDOWN�Blue Devil senior wrestler Mike Baly
slips under Kevin Kolbeck of Roselle Park in the second period of the  160-pound
finals during the Blue Devil Classic on December 27 in Westfield. Baly got all
he could handle from Kolbeck, as he pulled out hard-fought 6-5 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING A TAKEDOWN�Senior Dan Todd of the Blue
Devils, left, makes an attempt to take Nick Cilento of
Colonia to the mats in the 125-pound finals.

DEADLINE INFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4 P.M.
Weekend sports ONLY will
be accepted up till Noon on
Monday. Aritcles must be
typed, double spaced, upper
and lower case and no longer
than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS

It�s Our Business
To Build New Business

At Welcome Wagon, we�re here to help your business. We visit new
residents, new parents, and newly-engaged couples in your area, and
let them know who you are, where you are and what you have to offer.
It�s a valuable service to them and an invaluable and affordable way
for you to increase sales. And because we do it all in such a genuinely
warm and personalized way, consumers have a good feeling toward
you even before they meet you.

Debbie Lubranski
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ
REPRESENTATIVE

(908) 233-4797

Joan Biedell
WESTFIELD, NJ

REPRESENTATIVE

(908) 232-0887
          Dawn Viershilling

                   Lisa Dec


